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S * SECRET

THE MACY COMBINED CAMPAYGN PLAN STATES THEAT DEPOLIATION OPERA.

- PTONS WILL BE CONDUCTED 70 IMPROVE THE SECURITY ARCUND GVN VITAL

INSTALLATIONS, FIXED CmIN’I‘S, ARD ALONG LINES OF COMMUNICATION,
AND TO IMPROVE ARRTAL OBEERVATION OF THE VIRT CONG LINES OF COMMUNI-

CATION, SAFE HAVENS, AND STORAGE SITES. .

mm_ormmmn, THE METHODS WRRREBY THE PROGRAM
| OBJECTIVES ARE ATTAINED, AND ¥HE TECHNOLOGY INVOLVED NAVE BEEN
DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY, THE FURPOSE NERE IS TO DESCRIEE THE MILI-
mmormmmwnxsmwxmm THE SEVERAL
PACETS TEAT WILL BE POUCHED ON ARE (1) meH:E FIELD comrnms
'wm:rmvn TO opm rn THR AREAS WHERE DEFOLIATION HAS OR HAS NOT
Bm CONDUCTED THIEK OF THE PROGRAM, (2) WHAT THE VIET CONG AND
THEIR smmmms THTNK OF TEE momu_, AND (3) THE DATA THAT
CAN EE PRESERTED WEICK WILL DESCRIEE THE PROFIT TO BE ACRUED
FROM TME CONTINUED PROSECUTION OF THE FROGRAM,

| UB_COMMANDIERS' COMMEWTS

MOBSEVMIOHSHMWMSEMIVGIZEANDDATIDIH

Ty AND OCTORER 196ﬂm ILLMOATING. A 5 S Sre] XLt [N TV CYZ)
'nlron'rs :m GROUND VISIBILITY DIFROVED mou AN AVERAGE OF 25 METERS

3&9

PRIOR !'0 DIF’DLIATIOH 0 100 mms SUBSIQT.M T0 '].'Il DIFOLIATIOH.

 SEGRET

@MM ]S

I’AGI 82 0!' 88 PAGIS

L
\
o
;
:
b
. 51;:
[
M




VIBOR IN BAC I:IIU SECTOR REPCRTS TH.AT THE DEFOLIATION 0Pl§ATION3

Amoenhascomnawmnmmmm‘

AS POLIOWS: #RIOR TO THE DEFOL

THE AREA DEPOLIATED WAS A VC BASE AREA POR COMPANY SIZED UNITS.
VC WERE FORCED TO HOVE AS 4 RESULT,[ AT LEAST PARTIALLY] OF
THE\DEFOLIATION OPERATION. [THE LARGEST SIZED UNTT IN THE AREA

SUBSEQUENT TO THE DEFOLIATION WAS A O MAN PROPAGANDA TEAM] X0
CROPS DESTROYED AND THE CIVIL POPULACE GENFRALLY APPROVED
OF THE FROGRAM SINCE IT MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE VC 10

OPERATE IN on MAKE USE OF THE AREA, [THE SENTOR PROVINCIAL A’ﬁ
NAVE BEEN succn%m_.'f ~== GROUND VISIBILITY IMPROVED mow'es METERS

TO 75-100 METERS 1§ THE AREAS DEFOLIATED. 'THE AMOUNT q‘ﬁ' TEE YOREST

Mm mw“&gmvm FRO HE ATR WENT FROM lmrfmm 0
80%. THERE WIRE KO SIGN:

THE COMMANDER OF RAVAL FORCES, ¥

RSSZ. MSMORADVISOROFTHI :
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% ' THE INCREASE IN TACUICAL AIR OPERATIUNS 15 LLLUSIHAIny BY ThE CHAlLo
i‘ “ IN BOMB DAMAGE ASSE“MENT WHICH WENT FROM NO EVALUATION TO THE FOL-
| LOWING:
FOR A 6 MON.'{ PERIOD:
ENEMY YILLED IN AC‘TIGN. 12

MILITAN'Y STRUCTURES DESTROYED: 378

: BUNKERS DESTROYED: | 410

“ MANNED A(TEO WEAPONS SYLENCED: 19

SAMPANS DESTROYED: | 21

| . FIGHTING FOXROLES DESTROYED: =~ 2
RICE SUPPLY DESTROYED: 11,000 OB

FIGHTING TRENCH LINE DESTROYED: 1,1T0 FEEY

THE CG OF ITI MAY COMMENTS AS FOLLOWS: ALL FIXLD COMMANDERS,
AiiE DEFOLIATION OPERATIONS HAVE CONDUCTED, AGREE TNAT ANY
METHOD WHICE REDUCES ENEWY COVER AND CONCEALMENT AND INCRRASES
FRIEVDLY OBSERVATION OF CRTTICAL AREAS IS DECIDETLY ADVANTAGROUS,
HE CRS8 SIVERAL SPECIFIC EXAMPLYS WHERKEY FIRLDB OF FIRE AND OB-
SERVATION OF THE ENEMY WERE IMPROVED OR mmnrmnmm
PROGRAM ,

THE CG, I FFORCEV, COMMENTING ON THE EMFACTIVENESS OF THE
HERBICIDE PROGRAM NOTES THE FOLLOWING SALIENT POINTS: OBSERVATION

ON THE GROUND AND FROM THE ATR IS IMPROVED. ARTILLERY ADJUSTMENT
IS MORE EASTLY ACCOMPLISHED. CONVENTIONAL ARTILLERY FIRES' AND

mmnocmrmmmnmmenomnmmm




TH}* CG OF II1 FFORCLV REPORIS THAT THE PROG HAS EEEN INSTRU-
- MENTAL 1“;\' IMFROVING VISIBILITY AND INCREASING BUSCEPTABILITY
OF VC INGALLATIONS TO DESTRUCTION, HE DESIRES MORE COVERAGE.

\\A. /’

THE Ri () ON”‘TAIDSANCE ELEMENTS OF THE ésm INFANTRY DIVISION
COMPLAIN TH\T THE DEFOLIATION PROGRAM DENIm THEM THE CONCEALMENT
THAT THEY KA9D TO PLY THETR TRADE, JHIS IS THE ONLY COMPLAINT
REGISTERED, |

THE NET :4SULT OF m ﬂommm's FROM US AND GVN COMMANDERS -
AND ADVISORY SLEMENTS ARE ALL FAVORABLE, AND THEY, WITHOUT m _
TION, ASK FOR MDRE SORTIES THAN THE PROGRAM CAN DELIVER AT THE
MOMENT OR IN Tml NEAR FU'I‘URE. \"g‘
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THE DATA(TO AE\PRESENTED HERE COMSS\MAINLY FROM THE STATE- .
MENTS MADE BY THE VC OR THEIR SYMPATHIZERS DURING INTRRVIERS OR

INTERROGATIONS CONDUCTED AFTER CAPTURE.

WOULD BE Mov;m THE MOVE WA3 NOT. VERY DIrrIciM
PICK UP HI HAMCEANDEACKPA"KANDWALKABOW3HGUR mm

NEW cm OCATION. IF TEE BASE CAMP WAS TOCATED IN HEA ca\mrx-,_
THE BRANGHES OF THE TREES, EVEN THOUGH DEVOID OF LEAVES, WO m-,.' |
TECT Tméi,mom OBSERVATION FROM THE ATR. THIS LAST INDICAT
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THAT OBSIRVATION FROM THE AL IS TO BE AVOIDID BY THE VC.

MCBET

DEPOLIATION EAS SEIRTOUSLY BAMPERED OR MADE MORE DIFFICULT THE
MOVEMENT OF THE VC DUE TG TEAIR DISLIKE FOR FAVORARLE AIR O5kRVA-
- TION. WHEN IT IS NECESSARY TO CROSS A LEPOLIATED ARui-;;mdmx
TO AN OBJECTIVE, THE VC WAT'' FOR NIGHTFALL OR CROSS SINGLY --
ETTHER COURSE OF ACTION DELAYING THE MOVEMENT, WHEN IT IS NEC-
ESSARY TO CROSS SMALL, DEFOL[ATID AREAS, THEY MAY WELL CROSS IN
THE DAYLIGHT PROVIDED THE uy‘;::'r CAN ASSURE ITSELF THAT NO ATRCRAFT
ARE IN THE VICINITY. WITH RECARD TO THE DEFOLIATION ALONG GVN
10C'S, THE VC HAVE PUBLISKED ORDERS MAKING THE REMOVAL OF BRUSH
 AND TREES ALONG ROADS ARND kamwus A PUNISHABLE OFFENSE, THE DE- .
YOLIATION AND SUBSEQUENT Rﬁmm, OF VEGETATION ALOBG SUCH LINES
OF COMMUNICATION WOULD TMB BE A PRUDERT EXNRCISE, THE VO DO
MAKE USE OF THE COVER Amnb ROADS AND WATERWAYS FOR HIDING PLACES
FROM WHICH TO INITIATE Aummm IF THIS PART OF THE moanm HAS
ANY MERIT OR PROFIT TO us,(a\m EFFORTS, THERR SEOULD B A maz
~ IN THE NUMBER oF mcxnm ALONG IEFOLIATED PORTIONS OF THE. 10C
AND THAT DECREASE SHOULD BECOME APPARINT DMMEDIATELY AFTRR -
- Phfeli AT |
POLIATIANG. FAS TAKEN EFFECT -- I.E., THE LEAVES NAVE FALLEN,
WEAT THER IS THE RECORD POR TNCIDENTS ALONG DEPOLIATED LOC'S
AS COMPARKD TO UNDEFOLIATED LOC'S? |THE PICTIRE 18 OF COURSE TN~
 COMPLETE AT THE MOMENT AND PROBARLY WILL, REMAIN 80. A STUDY NAS
EERN INITTATED AT CICY 7O ANSWER THE QUESTION POR THE REQION ALONG
' RovrE 1. AT THE mmm TIME, EOWEVER, THERE ARK.SOME SCATTERED -
OBSIRVATIONS THAT ARE G4miAlN., THESE OBSERVATIONS POTNT OUT THAT]
THERE ARE DEFINITE ADVANTAGES TO BE AGRUED FROM THE DEFOLIATION
PROGRAM, PARTICILARLY ALONG THE LOG'S OF SOUIE VIFTNAM. IN ONE
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nmmc: NO AMBUSHES onsmcxum OCCURRED AFTER THE mmm

IN ANOTHER, mmom.rllmAhmmm:on. mnam
mmmormcxmrsmmnnsmnousmhmm:smhnsma
mwsmmrm:on,mmmormmcmimm

REMAINED CORSTANT OR IICHIASID. THIS TER DEFOLIATION SERVED I’O m-

VIDINRAM!{ICD‘GRRABIIN"‘EWCMRATIWHMW

Amm@_nvn co_'{n;ma cnuslnmvcmmemﬂ m

REQUIRED, nmmzonn, onxcmmwzm\f
ING THE nun 1961_7(” mm.rm. "
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THE NEED' JOR THE OFFRATION, THEESE TWO EXAMPLES POINT WP THE VALUR

| OF THE OPI‘MTIOIS TO DATE AND GIVE CREDENCE FOR m COBTINUATION
OF THE DIPQ‘LIATION PROGRAM,
IN _SMARY, THE PROGRAM DOES WHAT IT IS INTENDED TO DO, THR

ROUTRS OF MOVRMENT ARE BXING RXVEALXD, AND HIDING PLACES FOR THE

VC ARE EETNG KLIMINATED, TE VC ARK THUS FORCED TO DIVERT RESOURCES
70 lon-_coqmmﬁr TASKS (MOVING BASE CAMPS, WAITING FOR NOURS OF ;
DARKNESS, XIC. ) \EECAUSE OF THE DEFOLIATION PROGRAM. AND FIRAILY, S

mmormmmmoorsmarnmmmmmn-.

GAUB] OF ‘!l.'ll WOLIA!EIOI OFERATIONS., -
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