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ROUIHD OF THIEU'S INTQHEST IN REDUCING HERBICIDE.

ULATED AND CULTIVATED thASv DEPARTMENT AND DOD

1

L. kYTLNTION TO RELOMMEND&TIONS IN THE REPORT 0

LICY REVIEN COMMITTEE.
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2e IN PARTICULRRs WE ANE INTERESYED IN wHAT MEASURES YOU MAY
HAVE IN MIND TO IHMPLEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS (1)¢ (2) AND (3) CON-
CERNING DEFOLIATION OPERATIONS I IIT CORPSe TIMBER SALVAGE
OPLRATIONS AWD MODIFICATION TO CROP DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS. ALL
OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS SEEM SENSIBLE TO US AND WE WOULD EN=
COURAGE MOVING AHEAD WITH THEM AS RAPINLY AS FEASIBLE. IN THIS
CONNECTION, WE WOULL bE INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHETHER PRESIDENT
THIEU'S VIEWS AS EXPRESSED TO YOU HAVE FOUND ANY REFLECTION ON

 THE VIETNAMESE SIDE AT THE OPERATING LEVELe WE WOULD APPRECIATE
‘.

FROM TIME TO TIME STATUS REPORTS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THESE
AND OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE HERBICIDE REPORT. |

3. IN CONMECTION #ITH RECOMMENDATION (10} REGARDING PUALICIZING
THE REPORT ITSELF, wE HAVE FOUND THAT YOUR RECENT PRESS RELEASE
ANU BACKGROUNDING HAS ALREADY BEEN USEFUL TO USo HAVING THIS
DECLASSIFIED INFORWATION AVAILABLE HAS FACILITATED THE TASK |

OF PREPARING YHE US POSITION ON THE ROLE OF CHEMICALS IN MILITARY
OPERATIONS FOR THE UPCOMING UNGA SESSION AND WILL CONTINUE TO

BE HELPFUL YO US In RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS ABOUY THE PROGRAM

IN VIET-NAMe PARTICULARLY THOSE RASSED IN THE SCIENTIFIC
COMMUNLTY ABOUT. THE ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF THE USE OF HERBICIDES.
WE APPRECIATE THE AISSION'S EFFORTS IN HELPENG .GIVE PRESS A

BALANCED APPRAISAL OF THE HERBICIDE PROGRAMe GP=3, RUSK ‘27
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