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'..J15POSITION FORM 
SUBJECT 

IJIIpant of HeJ'bi01de Usage onIJllagery Interpretation. 

TO MACCOC 7, J3 E1J8111 FROM ACofS, .32 , , OATE EP 1968 CMT 1 

LTC Bheua.rk/ers/30035 

1. PURPOSE. TO provide intormation on the 1mpant of defoliation on imagery 
interpretation. 

2. DISCUSSION. 

a. On 27 Sep 68 Col Moran, Chief, Chem Div, J3 Elem, MACCOC '1 requested 
information concerning the aubject stated above. 

b. MACn views Oil the subject are attanhed. 

,. REC<X>IMENDATION. 

1 Incl 
as 

c 

That you note the info;mation on the inclosure. 
f 

~' d -< «@..e A .I 4 : .. c& 
PHILLIP B. DAVlnic}N JR. . t"" Major General, USA . 
Assistant Chief of Statt, J2 
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'kA.CJ2~1 28 september 1968 

SUBJ.IDTa Dnpact of Herbioide Usage on Dnagery Intsrpretation 

1. It is an acoepted fact that any reduotion in oanopy or foliage over an 
area of interest will provide inoreased observation. The degree 01' effeotive­
ness of obasrvation is direotly proportionate to the reduotion in foliage 
and the type actin ty in the defoliated area. Huts under oanopy would be 
easier to looate and identify with a moderate defoliation program,whereas 
foxholes ~d bunkers may not be evident unless the foliage has been greatly 
reduoed. 

• 
2. It has been noted by Clav interpreters that defoliation of single oanopy 
forest materia!!y inoreases the interpreters'oapability to looate and 
identify enemy or suspected enemy actiVity. For example the Phuo Long road 
area defoliation aided greatly in identifioation of trails and motorable trail •• 

• , 
,. Complete defoliation would allow the interpreter to identify most enemy 
activity. It is realized that removal of all vegetation denies the enemy his 
freedom from observation and therefore tends to oause relooation to other 
oonoealed areas. By denying oonoealment, the foroes may be required to use 
areas of lesser vegetation or areas less suitable for operation. 

4. It is the opinion of OICV that defoliation is beneficial to the interpreter. 
Na compari$on of a specifio area before and after defoliation has been studied 
by Clav for the purpose of evaluating the herbioide program. The interpreters 
have notedj however. that defoliated areaa do allow increased penetration by the 
sensor and thereby aid the interpretation of previously hidden activity. , ' 
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