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SUBJECT: Adv ugzs)md Dissdvantages of the Use of Herbicides in
‘ Viet U '

1. (u) . One of the most difficult problems of military
operations in South Vietnam 1s the inablility to observe the enemy
because the country is over one-third forest -and Jungle,

a. To overcome this problem, defoliating herbicides were introduced
1in 1962 and since that time bave been employed on an increasing besis.
In 1967, 17 aircraft were assigned to this mission resulting in the
treatment of 6,000 square kilometers of jungle mrea. MFuture plans pro-
vide for 23 aircraft with an annual capability for treating 9,000 square
kilometers. The planned coverage represents 16 percent of the forested
area of Bouth Vietnam to a level of uprov-ont in visibility outlined
below.

1
b. Dcrolitt ng herbicides are capable of improving vertical vis-

ibilit cent and horizonal visibility 40 to 60 percent in the
types of Jungle\round in South Viethsm. There is & 50 percent improvement

in verticel visibility four weeks after initial treatment with imum

in six to eight weeks. This level is maintained for
months after which the improveéement in vertical visibility gradoally
~“drops to 50 percent dus to regrowth. Retreatment may then be necessary.

c. Planned capabilities will permit the maintenance of a TO to 90
percent improvement in vertical visibility over an area of 9,000 square
kilometers on a continuing basis. The 9,000 square kiloseters represents
the capabllity to accomplish any one of the following during any one
year period:

15,000 linear kilometers of roads mnd highways (300 meters on each side)

or

180 enemy b*n’\arm the -1:@ of Base Area 117 (50 square kilometers)
. or
1,800 11noa+ kilometers of national boundary (to a width of § kilometers)
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900 11n4ar kilometers of avenues of approach (to & width of 10 kilo-
meters) i
_ Considerable military advantage can be attained by an optimum combination
of these capabilitles on critical selected targets.

a. The effect of defoliation on the enemy, in itself, is of little
military ue, Its military potential is realized only when it is
channeled into selected targets and combined with combat power to re-
strain the snemy from using an area or pay the cost in men and material
from sccurately delivered firepover. Thus, the combination of defolistionm,
surveillance, and firepower directed sgainst carefully selected targets,
can produce the following results:
: \

(1) Rostﬁuin the enemy from using favorable lines of communication and -
avenues of approach. ‘

(2) Cause him to relocate his forces and base areas or risk their
dolt:uction‘

(3) Canalize his operstions into areas more favorsable to friendly
troops. ‘ '

(&) Limit bis ability to smbush nnd barass rrionﬂly lines of
communication and commerce.

3. (C) DISADVANTAGES. As with other military activities in the pro-
secutidn of war, the herbicide program carries with it the potential for
causing serious adverse impacts in the economic, social and psychelogical
riellis. The major dissdvanteges of the progream are:

. Bconomic Costs - War Zone C and D in III CTZ contain exploitable stands
of tilborn:;ut have been killed or stunted by defoliation. If '
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logging oporat ons are carried out within one or two years after defo-
liation, the timber car be salvaged. Such an operation is underway in
secured parts of War Zane C. During 1566 and 1967 there were meny
claims of defoliant dasiage to cash food crops in III CTE. Agricultural
advisors ia IIl CTZ discount between 80 and 90 percent of these claims
as dsmege resulting from causes other than herbicide operations.
Nevartheless, demqge vas caused by herbicide drift, targsting and
oavigational errors, ayorting of spray missions and defective equipment

b. Boologi Oonuquucu - The acological unet of herbicide
operations to date doces not appear to be seriows. Semideciduows ferests,
especinlly in Zone C and D, have been severely affected. The re-
generation of these forests cowld ho seriously retarded by repoated
applications o hnrb‘.l.ctu.

c. Paychopolitical h’un . m berbicide progrem does wot loom
large as & pudblic mntoa 1ssue &t the preseat time. It always carries
with 1t & stron yotnmmwu.,m.mwtuma
motionsl conts: Thers 1s much confusion and ignorence abhouwt the :
m-uuu. POEra Mﬂ:ntﬂtdwmmmwﬂ..
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