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SUBJECT: Defoliation in Populated Areas (U)

I, (C) GENERAL: During the period March - June 1968 the Mission Agencies
of the U,5. made a comprehensive review of the herbiclde program in South
Vietnam. The report of the committee was approved by the Ambassador on
28 August 1968, One of the major recommendations of the report was that
from a military point of view the US/GVN herbicide program has been suc—
cessful, however, given the comparatively high concentration of effort

in the III CTZ to date, further defoliatlion operations there should be
held to a minimum compatible with the overall requirements for prosecu-
tion of the war. This recommendation was further emphasized by FPresident
Thieu during his meeting with Ambassador Bunker on the Herbicide Policy
Review. President Thieu stated that he felt it was not wise to use her-
bicide in populated and cultivated areas. They should be used in unin-
habited areas and along infiltration routes.

II. {C) CURRENT STATUS: In June 1968 MACV Headquarters moved 70 percent

of the C-123 herblcide aircraft to I CTZ to defoliate major snemy base
areas (101, 114, and 117) and enemy LOC's such as Route 9, Route 547,

and northern Quang Nam Province. In the South the major defoliation ef=-
fort has been in areas of entrance and egress along the western border.
The attached map plots the currently programmed targets in brown on a
population density map. All targets are in relatively or completely unin-

~ habited areas. Defollation operations have been suspended in the target

shown in blue because of its proximity to cultivated areas, Also at~
tached i a brief description and intelligence summary of the targets of
top priority as specified by the U.S. and GVN field commandera.
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