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:nquiremenbs.‘ A coordination meeting i beld oL Lhe province

where : flnal plan is agresd upon. Following thin an operationy

order is publlshed by the Joint General Glall and an
eerutlon order then issued by MACV, Through 7th Alr Foroe

Ranch Hund goes to work

HE

Battle Damage —-= For the, period 1 Apreil through 30

June 1969 the 12th opeoial Operations lquadron flew 1,562
combat sortieﬂ, disponslng 1,198,100 gnllons of herblcide
dnd 43 bOb gallons ot 1nsec1.1c:ide.b Tn accomplivhinge theoe
operationa the Rdnch aireraft received 43 bils {'rom hostile
ground fira and resultlng in one airorafl loant.

Most Hanch mjsaions are uneventful and reccive none to
lzght ground flre. However, several miussions por guarter
resultﬂ in an exoaedlngly lurge number of hils and sustained
dumags., bo]lowing are two such incidenhn.(

7 Appil 1969, while defoliating a priority lLarget in
thae Deltat a geven ship Ranch formation suffoved heavy battle
damagé% HThe fdrmatién, led by Lt. Colonol Bivid I'. Stockton.
"R 52210, ﬁere.td make three paosses on ithe Larcel using
different ﬂeadiné aach pass, On the firsbt puoa aiy airerafl
were hit by 30 and 50 caliber ground fire. 1o wircernft
lost engines to ground fire and immedially proccedod to
Bien:HQu AB, RVN. On’the gecond pass all ropnininy ajrerafi
recelved ground firs,. The last aircreft in lho lormation,
now-number five, lost effectivae alleron conlroi whoen the
left'uileron and wing,were Wit by ground fire. Using differen-
tial pbwer thg crew wag able to madntelin Limilkod directional
coﬁt@p}; ‘They pfocéeded to Ben Tre alrslrip, wVN. Upon

roaphing:ﬁhe feild, a C-130 alrecraft was on the divl runway

and wae not able:to ¢lear the area in time or the crippled




UC~123K to land, Unable to execute o go-around, the aireralt
landed in the rice paddias‘approximatoly 200 yurds to the
gide of the rTunway. The crew escaped injurles bul the b
craft suffered extensive damage.. The alrcratt. nuanbor 95=4570,
would have required: 14,400 man hours to complete ropalrs.
The crew congisted of Major Jack YWolf, ¥R 66390, Coplain
William D. Claud, FR 3145391, lieutenant Jobn % Prillon
Jr,, FV 3211624, and S8gt LeRoy Hill, AP 13436708,

Due to heavy: ground fira encountered on Natte laroets,
as indioated in the above, Tth Air Porce hus Limibod the
Ranch's activities .in IV Corps,

" On 27 June 1969, mnoar Haoi An, RVN, four e 1 3 niveraflt
based at DaNang AB, RVN, sustained intennc and conlinnous
ground fire from 30 and 50 calilber automatic wenponn resuliing
in severe Aamage 10 all airoraftl. Praviously lho treoet had
hoen defoliated on 24 April and s May‘nnd had cnconatored
cimilar conditions despite. presirike with ovor 40 1,000
pound bombs. and 1.500 rounds of heavy artlllery Pepod 1ately
prior to the misaion, - This wag follgwed by eirhi Uigbtors
strewing CBU jmmediately ahead of the defolistion aireralts

As the flight reached the midpoint ol the teeprot on
29 June, the number four ailreraft reported he Lrd Tout an
ongine to ground fire. pefore the flight lender, L. Colonel
Vergene W. Ford, v 742997, could reply, the wind sereen of
his aireralt was shattered by ground Fire, infiicting wounds
on a1l three of the cockpit occupants, i1, Col, lord, Mazjor
William R, Tokluda, FR 55440, and Caploin Tinrry U, Hohrim Jro.
PV 2064821, The four aivcraft took 62 hits inrtiching
damage to engines, nacelle fuel tanks, iand ine cone, hydrautle

syslems, cockpit and cargo compartment.
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as follows: R
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a2, Sorties:

. Defoliation
. Insecticide
"Non~Froductive Air Aborts
Survey and Coordinatlon Meetings
Test Hops

b, “Gallons qupenﬂad:

“Horbicide
- Insecliicide

o.  Flying Time:
Defollation
Ingecticlde
Adrlift
Other

E,,,Q. ./'Jywwt.. ‘}v\‘u A’%f

Rotation of Aircrews between DaNnng iy
: Bien_Hou.AB.,(Inoludeﬂ Administrative support)

dtatistical breakdown of the 121h Hpocial
Squadron for the period 1 April 1969 to 30 Junn 19560 ig

d, Therc were 437 hits on 111 sorties during
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These are the stumps

of rubber trees that
were killed by
defoliation near the
.S, 1st Cav. Division
base at Phuoc Vinh,
40 miles north of
Saigon.

May 5, 1969

Wide World Photos




