
1. I\Jll'il 69 AU-05 
THI& RtPanrl TO: 

12th Special Operations ;,quadl'on 
APO San I;'rancisco 96227 

AIR FORCE 

7th 

3] ') Cll :..ipOG i ,'1, I. Oporationc rl1 ng 
1\1'U ;'',In il'I",')!)cil-jOO 963?1 

M()lJ.u'Le enemY safe haV0!lS, stol'a.ge and supp'J'y arc:1 l:, I i !lor; of und areaB around ~3pecial Ji!orcos Camlln1 thUf; doYJ,Y jIll'; th8 potent:iul and opening up thOBO areas foT.' .illlpr'(1ved ;HH'jal [l,nd "",,,',,'cti.on. 

airlift o}1erlltions as dJ.rGctGd by 111{(I101' ill' 1.1"", j t,v. 

B. WEAPONS IINtlllnlNG MI~;:)lII~) 

'1" K·- tv,{ - ] ;,<;" -' II t .l N' 

/)F.···H;~. /. I!/\ rJ;' ,.c. 
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4. 

l'0'lu:\-remen'rs. " A ooordination mootln,<.'; .i" Ito I Ii "I. \'li" prov inco 

where Ii' fino.lp,lan is agreed upon. !?ollowi 11,'( I.il in an opGratiow; 

order is, published by tho Joint General :a"rr <"lid n,n 

exeqution order then ie.med by MI\CV. 'l'll.roul,:h 'f 1.11 1\ l.r Force 
I' "( 

Ranoh Hand goes to work. 
i·' ' 

~ttle Damage.- For the.period 1 AJiril through 30 

June 1969 tile 12tll Speoial Operations iiquadron 1'1011 1,5()2 

oombat .. sQrties, dispensing 1, ),98, 100 gHlI.onn 01' ltoT'blclde 

and ~3,505ga1l9nso±, ,inseeticide.5 In acoolllpl;Ilhing theoe 

ope~ationsthe RanCh, aircraft received 43'1 Ii i til from host:i Ie 

ground fire and re sul tlng in. one airern. J' I. 10" I.. 

Most Ranch 1I\1ssions ar9 uneyentf'ul lind T'O",J:ivo none to 

light ground fire' However, severa;t m:[,.1[j ionG I'lll' qUilrto]' 
, I ' 

results ~n an exoeedingly Iflrge 

are two such 

numl1er of h.i L" 
G inoident.,n: 

"nil fll",tained 

damage. ji'ollowing 

7 Ap:r;:j.l 1969, while dafoHa ting a pT'io!' i I"Y l.aJ'l':ot in 

the Del ta: a seven ship Banch formatIon Ull f' 1"H'od JllliJVY bed; 1010 

damage, 'l'b" fornk'1tion, l"d by Lt. CoJonO) lJivi,i I", :;tockton, 

J1'H 52210, were to make three panses on Lila I.!.IT":" I, ""in,o; 

di.fferent hending each paso. On '~h0 fi!'uL p:J.l.l ~;ix aircraft 

wore hit by 30 o.nd 50 caliber ground fir", T'm lJirllrnf't 

Jost engir\es to grou nd fire and immedl(l, L I.y [l.l'on""d 0:1 t.o 

B:ien Iloa 11.:8, HVN. On "the seeond paol] all rOIl!1l 1,1) in,": a.i rcraft 

received ground fire., 'L'he llwt aircl'IJI'L in L1", l'ol'lwILion, 

nm' number five, lost effective o.ileron GOlll.l''' I ,ilJ()t1 tho 

1 eft 1111 eron and wing were h:l t by g1'ou 11<1 1'i I'!), [I ", i 1'1,\, rli [,f(,rOll­

t1a1 power the crow WI1.S able to maintaln lim.; 1,<,,1 di"Clctional 

control.'l'hey proeeed"d to Hen ~l're airu LrJ fl, [,V N. Upon 

roaohing the feild, 11 C-130 aircrllft war; on Lho d.i r.' L l'unW1J,y 

and was not able ,to oloar the area in tilll" 1'0" 1.110 ()('ipplDd 

1 ! 

i 
! 
I 

I 
.1 

'I 
r 

I 



UC-123K to land. Unable to aX€ICU te 11 gO-/J.I'OIlIHI, 1.110 "i rorurt 

Il1nded in the rioe paddies approximatoly ?OO YUl'd:; 1.0 1.110 

Bide of the runway. The crew osc:aped injur:l 0:; Ill'I. Lito D ir­

craft suff(rt'ed extensive damage. '!'he ,ail'oraft;, 111llllbcr.' ')')'-45'(0, 

I'fould have re'luirod:'14,40Cl man hours to 'NlIljlleto "OI'U I "", 

1'he crew consiated of, ~lajQr Jack Holf, Fl1 ()(,3~~, C'q>!,:' in 

Wil1iI1J1l'D. Claud, ~':R 3145391, Lieutcmapt ,Tohn I''. 11,. i Uon 

Jr., FV '3211624, and SSgt LeHoy Hill, Af' I\I\.WIO/l. 

Due to heavy ground fire enoountOl'ocl on lJol lit I., "":oto., 

as indioHted in the' above, 7th Air 1"o1'ce lian l i",I I.ot! Lho 

Hanch 1 s aotivities in XV Corp". 

On 2;J,Tune 1969, near Hoi An, INN, {'OUI' U(;··I;'\,' "Irot'·c.n 

baHed a.t })aNar.g AH, RVN, f.1untaj,Ylod in'tonno (l.nd CI)llLinllOUfJ 

ground fir'o from 30 and 50 OH1i,,01' au tOlllll L 10 \'1(:" I"HI(: I'"",ul i,i Ylr; 

in severe aamage to all airoI'Hft. Ji'rQvlouDl,Y 1.110 L",',';ot: hn.d 

been defoliated. on 24 April and 22 May and h"d nll,'ollnLOI'od 

clmilar conditione d.efSpiteprestrike with OVDJ' ,1') I,U:)() 

pound bombs Hnd 1.500 round 8 of hoavy art i :IJ "r,Y 1,,,,,,,,,1 i'jto] y 

priol' to the misoion. '.l'hie) vma follo\'lOiI b,Y ni,"lil, 1'II'htorl' 

ntrewing CIll! :lmmediatoly aho",1 of tho dol'oli,·Lion ,',il'GJ'{d'l. 

As tho flight rOl1ohod tho mi(lpol.nt 01' I.lto 1.,1, [',":[) I: on 

;'2 J\me, the number four alrcrnf1; repor\;od hc' l,,·,j 1"", L 1m 

one:ine to ground fIre. Beforo thefI.lrr11 t 101111" r, ], 1" Col ono 1 

Vorgene \f, lpord, IN 742997, oould repl,Y, tho \1;,,>1 ::C['uol1 of' 

his aircraft lj'lnf:.1 shattered by (~Tol:tnd. r 1 r'n, in f' I i r; L', II{I; \-louncln 

on all throo of tho cockpit Occupl).ntfJ, 1.1,. Col, I"orr!, 1-11).jor 

WlllIalil R. l'okhtda, li'H ')541\0, and Captain 1l1",t·,Y ii, iJohrlr: ,Jr., 

)i'V 3064[\?1. Tho four cd rCl'llft took 6? hi 1;", i" ['I '" I. I "I': 

damage to engines, nacelle fuol "tanks \ [,'l.ne) i ,lire '(?n,l', 11,ydrnuJ Ie: 

syntems, cockpit and oargo compartmonL 
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statistical. Analysis - .fIl'T t'I!:;;L Jun 

Avera.ge p06Gessed aircraft 
1~! • (\ I ~ •. \ 1(,.6 

nOr) 'I)') 4(;3 

'fotal sorties flown 

Average sorties per 'airoraft 
G'). () ~1.(i ?'( .9 

Sorties' per day per airoraft 
r.~ ;) 1.3 .9 , .' 

sortie length 
'\ • (I I • \ l.~ 

Average . flying hour utilization 
IO\.'1 ',) .1\ 39. 0 

Average. NORM rate 
I ).\ (,. ~ 11.9 

Average NORS rate 
().() oJ) 1.? 

Average Of( rate 
n(). '( 'H.O (16.9 

Cannibalization per. 100' sortl r3s 
() . () " ,'1 ~:' • g , 

Mann.ollI's 'per flying ,hour 
~'O~ n ',"(,. ? 3'J.~ 

Abort rate 

:.I.n \ . ,t 1.3 

'l'ot,11 flying time 
1 ',): ~() 'r (;4 6!)il 

~;ouroe, Monthly "udntenance 1~\TCtluatlon HO]lori." .. :'·i(On lion 1\1\, 
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, 10. 

F'OOTNO'rgS 

1. 315"th Special OperaUons ilin,.o; llegu1at,i on ;> }-'). 
2. Airlift operations are acco(ll]llin\lGd. by roll\<lv:' [ oJ' 1.110 
herbioide tank., spray booms and "praY ene;inc CrOll

1 
\.iI<) ·'.i l"eraJ't 

and replaotng "these with the necessary ti OdO,.HI eli" i "'" 1 j VteT 
straps, Bea"tl3, conveyers and ete., to fftcil i i,;, 1.0 LiI" III i HU ion. 
}. See" 12 th Speoial Opera tiona :,lquadron 'l,I') 1'1,")' I.Y II i "t.OT,,!, 

1 ,Ja.nuary 1969 - 31 Maroh 1969". 
4.. 12th GOG Intelligence Gootion, Tnterro!:;'. t. hll I'i [ (). 

5. Ibid .. 6. lith ,joe> Intelligence "cction and 1\wl1l'dn p, 1',:(\,,,',, lionEl. 
'7. :::ce n 12th Special Operation" "qHadron '.'\1111' I.,; I' I'y 11 i "tory, 

1 January 1969 -- }l March 19 69". 8. l'H_T'llrple Heart, DlCC __ lIl.ntingulshed ["l,y' nl~ ('1',);,:;, AJil--

1\ iT Modal. 
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S1;atistioal breakdown of the 121.h :,,,(;oia1 lip,,!," tiona 

Squadron for the perio(! l'April 1969 to 30 ,Tuft') 1"(,') 1f] 

as i'onowo: 

b. 

c. 

DefoUa tion 
Inseoticide 

, Non-Produotive' Air Abort" 
~>urvey and, Coordinat:ton Meeting)3 
~rest Hop". . 

1 ,~?'r 
1.1:> 
193 
1 ') 
11) 

Rotat ion of Aircrews bet~reen l1aNane All ilnd 
BleIl Hoa AB. ,( Inoludes Adml.nistrat1ve Imppo l'l.) 143 

GallonsDi spe~sed I 

Herbicide 1,1,)[1,100 
Inseoticide 43,5 05 

ElY.inLL!i mEl) 

Defoliation I,'),!l,}') 
Inseoticide ;_~~)r; # 20 
Airlift 0 
Other 1(,').1)0 

d, '1'hero ~'ere 437 hits 011 111 se!'tiG"l durinl: tho IJ""ri.o!', 

ii, I 
f' I ... , ,I " I 
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These are the stumps 

of rubber trees that 

were killed by 

defoliation near the 

C.S. 1st Ca\". Division 
base at Phuoc Vinh, 

40 miles north of 
Saigon. 
May 5,1969 
Wide World Photos 
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