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CilGANIZATIClN AND PERSONNEL -
The 12th Speoial Operations Squadron i8 under the .3J.5th Speoial 

Operations Wing located at Phan Rang AB, RVN) Operations ara oon­

duoted !ran two locations, Bien Hoa AB, RVN ami Da Nang AD, RVN. 

There were numerous pe>rsol1Ml changes this quarter. On 8 

September Lt Colonel Rex stoner, Jr., Commander Id1l('AI 20 J)eotllnber 

"1968. rotated to the CONUS and his new assiglllMnt at Fope AB, North 

Carolina. Lt Colonel Joseph M. Cesario was the aoting ()Ollnnand,~r 

1Illtil .30 SeptelJlber 1969, at whioh time Lt ColMtill Warren P. Fisher, 

ass1lllll!ld oommand. Lt Colonel Allen L. Trott, Jr. It aSllumed the 

position of Operations articer replacing Lt COIOMl Cesario. Major 

"0 .... · .. E. Thorndike be08lllll the A.ssistant Operations OHloer. All 

night Commanders; Cbiet-stan/Eval Section, Chief-Navigator Seotion, 

Chief-Inlll6otioi& Section, Safety Officer, Ch1ef-Traintng and 

Soh!~dU:l1r1g Section, Awards and Deooratioll8 Offioer, Chjer-Targeting 

I\/r'l~8r·. Information Offioer, Administration Offioer and thel Supply 

IlfT])O."· unde:rwent persol1Ml cha~es during this period. (See Appendis 

Roster of Key PersoIlnal). 

1st Lt David W. Yost, Jr., 412-78-.3602, tbe past Admlniatration 

IIIlielllr. rotated to tbe OONUS on .3 August 1969. The 12th 80s was not 

IltD()n.l"'U a replacement. .Is a result, lst Lt Delbert D. Harrls 

'1IfQIIIIIGI the position as an additional duty. The NCOIG porrl.tion was 

deleted han tIw authmzed manning roster. The Ch:l.o! night 

III"""" will now be the NCOIC on an additional duties ballis. 

7th AF authorbed our Intelligence Officer' 8 pOBi Uon durlngth 

quarter. 

Presently the Ranch 1s hampered by a lack of experienoed personnel 

>l8nt.ell!l:nts repretJentD 65% of the pilot assigned to uti. 'I'his is 

of' r. 0 tl f W Ir~ ii" L', i" I A ri '.HAI't.iJ~ all phases I .~, .'l ~ ,_ 11 .", I ,~ 
" ." !"'" I' . ''''!' (:wi :J \,~ , '" I. " ,.1. , 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

tho ueo of co-pilot::, in tho JO.'ld and \i(~l\ll Ly 1(·;1) ;~ j r'cl'aft l'::l'j cl~ 

" has yo:i.ldod. hiGhly GUCCO~';~irli 1. l'O~·~\l.1 t.~l.' ::OVU]' I L CI-l-P i,lot.: h·-;,vo 
beon ;,;olootod :fl'om this pro::;~;.'·lln nnd U i\' "l'''.d ,-_d L'.) ':! ire ra ['t comr:-nn;] ()T". 

fJ.1hi8 WaG made possible by lOHor:lng tho :i'(.l(J'-l.i ~', I),jU[l L:~ fI'onl 750 
total flyinf: hours to 500 hom'o. Thin ,,loa L ;f.i provon hiGhly 
succeGIJ,('u1. 5 

.. 

"nDUP 4 DOINNGRAnCO Ar 3 Y[Af? JNHPVAl.5 
DECLASSIFIED Af.TEf'l 12 Y~ARS 



CHAPTER II 

OPERATIONS 

4 

Ranch Hand tactias are enumerated :in Chapt.er III, Operations and 315th SpeoiAI OperaUons Wing QI.IIU'ter4' History for tILls 

The _ three types of defoliant are being USBd 1113 in the past.? are oomplete4r non-toxio and. not ha:rm1'ul 'ho any form of animal or \lilian lii'e. The enemy is still e:x:p10i ting the ohemieal warfare 
~ot!l tiOO8 of the ISpray millsion to the utmost. 

1MBAT OPERATI<,!l! 
fi 

As in previous quarters. the RaMh made periodio use of tile 
\1lrll-around" fao11i ties lilt Nha Trang and Phu GIl:t Air Ila.30 S • Tho ae l 

lOilit10s great4r inorsllse the range of targets in II CorplJ area. 
A reoord was set by the squadron when it piled lip an unpreae­nted 66 sorties on targets during the three day podod 21 August 

19 through 23 Anguet 1969. On two of these days, 48 sorti()9 WEIre ;wn by 12 ship formations. 66,000 gallons of horMaido wor" 
;pensed ecwering 22,000 aaree or 35 square milas. 

The numoor of sorties .flown this quarter were lower than normal to bad weather and laok of approval by ground t'or<}6 conunandero. 
,mpts to alleviate the weather prOblem were made by goographioally Jrating pr:lJna17 and alt.al'llate targets. 

The release at additional tal'gets :in the OW area and tho 
iIlr weather north of the 14th pvaliellUde it MOSSSal:"J' to 
llase aircraft and ONW8 to ])a Nang A.B, RVN d'lll'ing the qu;\rtar. 



CONFIDENTIAL 

1 ~30ptomb(J:L' 1969 thur 7 0optombor .1 ')G,) , ;'i 

Horo gonoratcd by 5 nirorn:C'~ Oporating fr"')iI il /'U[',:',[,,( (l]lO,'" ~i.n,'C 
:location in GU}l)lort of n olnsr:i.fiod )r,lLHlion. I;:' II i"Lt, 1'1'0111 

hOl3tile ground fire l'ms t~lkon during ichl::: )'liu::[Ull. C) " 

~:\,~.nC!I~'1!l :-,)i';l,!:C frIOiV .:\.~~n COnnDj ri.\(l.IH)~"r 
.---.-~.---------~---

Propo[)ori tarGots foX' do('01 :i:ttion nro Gll'(, ['" 1'1 ,Y :'!I'(;onud 

11 tall ooheloyw. Hcquosts for clafo} illtlolt i'.1'O ""; rl' i: ,I,: i;nd by 

, 'dV incu • ,,j) 

.Iovol. 
Tho J'()quo"t in approved by tho V:.'Ov:inco c:11i",r iii, I ",',1[, 1,0 thQ 

J'o:i nt Ganol'al ~)tilf:C. Aftor approval. .It Coo I to 1',\ e\f ,,1101"] 

;joi n"l. plmminC commi ttco roviOlfU Gpoo:i.fIc tr I'II'O t. I' /'U,'U, : md 

Op01'ntioll:ll l'oC[ll:i,romonts. II COoT'lli.natJon lii,)Col-h:;;" IIntd at 

tho 'p
1
'ov:i.nGo llhor'o a fimd. )l,Lm :is Il(l'rood "pon. :"01"10':;1' t!lis 

an oPo""tions ordor j,s puhlishod by tho .To" 1":" GOIIOf"r,J "',ncr: 11 ~:: 
an OXiJOutiol1,.ordo:c thon il1"uod. by I,IACV. II.I,llku:; "i'!r:t"lx:Lw'mtly 

six month" from tho timo tho roqllOfJt 1.'01' <1oC01:;,I' Lion :i:; firi.lt 
8uI:,rn:i.ttod t:i11 the i'inal plan is Ilg1'ood Upon. 

D f\. I:!~~ll L) 'LJ) l,.l:~:.:}Si ~; 

Po:r tho .1'01':\0<1 I ,July 1969 tJI1'oug'h 30 :;OjlLOlilbl:l' 1;1(;9 tho 

J?th ,;0:; i'j,·,.,: :c'"(r; c:o",ha'~ sortJoc, d:i,fl'pollc;in,,,' "3ll,:hIO {:allo,,,; of' 

hOl'b:i.c:',do : .. net 11, I:LlO [(",llonG of i,llr;ootioi do. (i III i:C()OmpJ L.:i; j rI,': 

thOGG C])(:.1':,d:i.Ol1D tho Ilanch :,ircl'ccft J'()OOivod 59 hi til from hostIlo 
Ground Liro. J 0 

Oil '( Ju.1,r 19
r
5Si i1 () ";hip fOl'm:ltioll doro") illt:i ":: I' I;',CV 

tilr:,;ct in r Cn'}: received 37 hj trJ L'1'o:n [01'0'1(,6 :::Iro, : ,,'i n{: in,'; 

the- illn;;11 to';:,1 Li",,, roool'(!:,d t.o ·1:v1.9. CO':;;,1.'lo<1 ::ii"", 1:,1.0 J96G. 
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l;nOIj0 4 DOVVI%RAO[D AT :< YEAR INTERVALE> 
OECLASSIF IlD Af TER 12 Y EA\-l:;; 
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CDNFfDENTrAI. 

l'ootnotoD 

1. ,ll:;th ~3pocinl Opora tions \-Tine; llo,~"ulat:ion ? ] __ '). 

2. ,A:i.J:'l ift opera tlonn aro uccornplinhod by .l'r)II:UV,'!l () f' I.llo 
llorb:tcide tanks, npray bOOl:1G and Gpra;y Ol!.r::i,1'lr> ;'1"(,1;: "1.ho 
td.l'oX'[u't and roplacing tho[;o I,dth l1oco:.',,::::n',\' :,il; UO\,il chains, 
litter ~rtrat s, fJ()(J.ts, convoyorn nnd c~tc~ 'I to :1:n.o.U.:i.trLt;o 
tho miBf;ion. 

3. Ibji!.. 

4. 12th SOS NO<Tslotter, Septembor 1969. 

5. ~rbid. 

6. :300" QuartoI' ly Hanch Hand His tory, lIth ::0,;, :1 :1 : ''''lCL"y 1969 
tc 31 Maroh 1969. 

7. ",DO "~'U[Crt0rly Ranch Hand. Hiutory, Pth ;;0;), 
to 31 March 1969. 

8. JIj,ghor hoadquarters prohi b:i t::3 th0 documcnta tio)') 0 f' '1.,h j:3 m:LBoion 
in this roport. '1'ho[;o eta ti,rLic8 aro not rofJ DC Lod in tho 
;)tatiGticr~). Analysis in ApPDnd:lx. 

9. 12tll 80S Statistics Analyoio filo. 

10. 12th SOS Intolligence ~)oc-tion, battl0 dum(L,r~:u .1"1. te: .. 

11. Y'H---Purple Heart, DI<'C-Di stin.::;ui 3h lrlyin{; Cro" n, A 1,1--Air Nodal 
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ctJNFIDENTlA1.. 

! ~;tiltbticul broakdolm of tho 12th ~:O~3 f'or "l,11O pOI';o(l J ,July 1<)6;) 
to 30 Soptonilicr 1969 is us f'ollove: 

Dofoliation ~~G 
In',o~:'loido 30 
\0"'" "'OdlCct:lvo A h" Aborto .J!, 
:', ":f Imd COOl:'clinD.tion I,Jeetin,~,o 6 
';'CiC., 1I0)'G I(; 

HaL: iOll of 2,irorOl'rs botl;'oon Dd'ialJ.:;; AD nnd IUon 1101' "0. :29 (Inc i.urias Administrative Support) 

.c;::: ·12.(~~JL~ D])On 3 ed : 

EerY:: (;:i.do 
Inf'o',Lkiuo 

Doi'ol 1.u tion 
In"""ticldo 
Airlirt 
Othol' 

'l'hon: 110X'O 59 hits 011 18 sorties dUI'inC tho 'llLl'tOI'. 

CONflDENHAl 
CROUP 4 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YE'AR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED N'TER 12 yl::l"" ..... 
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