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| (ROANTZATION AND PERSONNEL
The 12th Speoial Operstions Squadron is under the 315th Special

; (perations Wing located at Phan Rang AB, RVN.? Operations are cone ;

{ dusted from two locations, Bien Hoa AB, RVN and Da Nang AB, RVN. |

i

i ‘There ware mmarous persornsl changes this quarter., On 8 !

Fi F:'

i September Lt Colonel Rex Stomer, Jr., Commander since 20 December

¢ 1968, rotated to the CONUS and his new assigiment at Pops AB, North | _

(arolina, &4 Colonal Josoph M. Cesario was ths acting conmander

wmtil 30 September 1969, at which time It Colomel Warran P. Figher,

swsmed oommand. Lt Colomel Allen L. Trott, Jr., assumed the

pogitioﬁ of Operations Officer replacing Lt Colonal Cesario. Major

tichard Eo Thorndike became the Assistant Operations Officer. All

Night Commanders, Chief-Stan/Eval Section, Chief-Navigator Section,

(dof«-Insecticide Section, Safety Officer, Chief=Training and

kheduling Section, Awards and Decorations Officer, Chief-Targeting

tticer, Information Officer, Admimistration Officer and the Supply Lo

gfticer underwent personnsl charges during thie period. (See Appendix

ir Roster of Ksy Persomnnal),

L.
1st Lt David W, Yost, Jr., 412-78-3602, the pest Administration s

jiificer, rotated to the CONUS cd 3 August 1969, The 12th SOS was not

thorized a replacement, M5 a resuli, lat Lt Delbert D. Harris

jprmod the position as an additional duty. The NCOIC pogition was

s delated fram the authordsed menning roster. The Chief Flight

ineer will mow bs the NCOIG on an additional duties bagis.
Tth AF atthorized our Intelligence Officarts position duringth

Presently the Ranch is hampered by a lack of experisnced personnel
tenants represents 654 of the pilot assigmd to us, This is
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training by not having onouszh Plight dvomiao,.

mastbractbors sad

Mroralt Cormmanders.  Thic has rasullbod in

aobreid ool pitotln
not "in counlry" qualilficd. Also thi. jhorl

o b ddebniod
the use of co-pilots in tho lead and depuby dend

sirceralt whieh

. - A
haa yoilded highly succeosalul rosulta,”

Gavorsl co-pilots have :

beon sclected from this prosraun and upe e od

o aireralt commander,

This wus made possiblo by lowering the ragad eonents from 75O

total Llying hours to 500 hours. Thig ulso bos provon highly =
successf‘ul.5

GROUP 4 DOUWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASEIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS




CORTIBERTI

Ranch Hand tactics ar'es snumerated in Chapter IIT

» Operations and
g 315th Special Operaticns Wing Quarterly

llstory for this

The enemy is sti11 exploiting the chemical warfare

motations of the spray mission to the utmost.

MBAT OPERATIONS

As in previous Quarters,
rn=aronndnt
wilities

tha Ranch made periodioc use of the
facilities at Nha Trang and Phu Cat Alr Bases. These

greatly inoresse the range of targets in IT Corps area,

A record was set by the squadron when it piled Uip an unpreco-

mted 66 sorties on targets during the thres day peried 21 August
% through 23 August 1969, on two of these days, L8 gortios wers
#m by 12 ship formations, 66,000 gallons of herbicide wors
pensad covering 22,000 acres op 35 square miles,

The number of sorties flown this quartep were lowar th
to bad weather and lack of approval by ground force cop
mpts to alleviate the waather problem we
wrating primary and alisrpate targets,
The release

anl normal

mandera,

re mada by goographically

of additional targets in the oLAA area and the
or weather porth of the 1th parallel made it necessary to

0ase aireraft and erews to Dg Nang AB, RVN during the quarter,
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5
1 Soptomber 1969 thur 7 Soptombor 1969, »¢ Combhot Sortion
Were goenerated by 5 adreraf oporating fray , Foriig operatine
Llocation in fupport of a eln acuifiod misgion. NI Peon
hostile ground fire woa taken during +hix miﬁmiun.&
PARC D SHLECT] LOW A%ND AND_COORD N TON
el SRR
Propogad vargots for def Folintion are Carelfilly coroanod
at all achelons, Requosts for dafoliation ;pe orteiriahed by
Army of Vietnam Porce Commandors st or bolow L. provinee level,”
The rogquest ig approved by tho provinco elijur g sttt Lo Lha
Joint General Staff,  Afior approval it coor o MALY whor 4
Juind planning comnltice reviewy Specific Lapray, BIent angd
oporational Tequirements, A coordination tientiag in hold ag
the province whore g finaT plan ig agraod upon, Yollowin: {hig
an oporations ordor is rublished by the Joint Gonaral ooppr anl
an exaeo utlonfordor then issued by MACV, 14 Lake Gpproximantiy
six months ipog the time the raguost f{or delolintion 4, Tirat
suliiitted 4111 {he final plan ig agreed upon,
DALY, 160 !
? For the vnoriea 1 July 19469 through 30 Loptombop 1969 thg
; 124 805 fiay 276 conbat sortion, disponsin 230, 400 Gullons of
6 herbicide aad 11 » 840 gallons of insecticide, In secomplinhing
thesa cpertations the Ranch airerety reoeived 59 L1y {ron hosﬁilo
ground firo.lo :
On 7 July 19486 4 & ship formution dofo?intjng o HACY ’

taroet in T Coy PP received 37 hily Prom fround Miro, fodngrine

the Ranch total nive Tecordagd o 4,019, Comiilod sinan lite 10966,

GROLD 4 DOWNGRADRED AT a YEAR INTERVA &
DECLASSIFILD AFTER |y YEA| "
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Tootnotos

1. 315th fHpecial Operations Wing Resulation 235,

2. Airlift operations are accomplished by romoval of Lho
rerbicide tanks, gpray boows and spray onoine Urem dbo
alrveralt and replacing those with necopsnvy Lic cown chaing,
littor strays, ssats, conveyors and etbe., to Macilitste
the misslion,

3. Ibvid.

4. 12th 305 Newsletter, Septembor 1969, o

5. Ibid,

6. Seo "(uarterly Ranch Hand Iistory, 12th $00, 1 Junuary 1969
to 31 March 1969,

7. Gee "Quarterly Ranch Hand History, 12th 503, i Jonurry 1969
to 31 March 1969,

6. - Higher headquarters prohibite the documontation of this miscion
in this report. These statistics are net roflociod in the
Statistical Analysis in Appendix.

9. 1l2th 305 Statistics Analysis file.
10, 12th 3505 Intclligence Section, battla duware filc,

11.  FH--Purple Heart, DPC--Distinguish Flying Crous, Al~-AiT Modal
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Statistical breakdown of' the 12ty «© SO5 for 1Le period 1 July'1969

to 30 Septombep 1969 15 agy Tollown,
a0 Sontiog,
i Dafol u1t301 246
~ In: vicidg ' 10)
Nor-. coudnctive A Abortg ) a6
SRV and Coordination tHeatings &
e u,.L)P“ 16
Hotiiion of airerowg botwcen DaNang AB gng Blon How ap, 20
(szufudm~ Admlnlﬁtratlva Support) s
. 5 _Disnensed; ‘
Horvioide _ 230,800
Inseut¢cldo 11,840
T1yiee Hipg,
Tefoliation . fcmhi“
Tnoceticlde S 235
Adriifg , 0
Othep ‘ T8:00
There were 59 hits on 18 sortieg during the Quurtor,
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