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SE(T~ET 

"ll" Flight was deleted by n command decision of 11i(' :;q,,,,dron 

COlllmander due to the decrease in personnel. 

(U) Mnj or Jack 1>.. Anderson rcpln{~ed "In.i or 1.<'OLl 1\. nines 

as the DnNang OLAA Detachment commander. '11".i()} Ilill"" lI'ent to 'I?CC. 

Major William M. cooley became the Navigation :;<,(1 ion r:hlef. Lt 

Dennis Fisher, the Intelligence officer, r('ILl'I",<I II) I lie CONllS. Ilis 

replacement has not arrived so Lt .1ohn B. Ilclvin is tile flcting 

Intelligence officer. capt Edward n. ,lncho, fllHI LI s John W. 

conway. William V. Hughes,nJohn G. )lo1'\lan, find j,;d'I"1 I,'. ',]GAtee 

were sent PCA to the OLAA Detachment. 

(U) See the Roster of Key Personnel in ~1)I'('ndix :1 for n 

complete list of officers with imp'rtant additio,J"] dllties. 

~~'s of Crews and Aircraft 

(Slt In October, the Ranch received messa\I"" rrOl1l CINCPACAF 

and the 315th SOW that eleven officers and ten r I i\lltl enuineers were 
1 ] 

to be transferred to other organi7ations. Tl\p officers were scnt to' 

the 311th SOS at phan Rang AB, and to the l'!t.h 'jil:; located at 

Tan son Nllut MId, in soigon. Seven of tho fJ j'.l111 en<jineers were sent 

to phu Gat AB, and the remaining three to 1'1cil;lI. 

(5) Also in November, the squadron losl. d(·ven of its aircraft 
]2 

to other units due to a scaling down in its ol":,,,liolll;. Tlis "<0 ti on 

reduced the number of 'ossigned aircraft. in ti,,: slJ!ladron from twenty-five 

;t 0 fourteen. The aircraft were redistribJllud I'li I hin the :1l5th SON 

to be lIIed for airlift operations. Also, SOil": \'"it''' ret.urned to the 
13 

CONUS. 
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Taotics 

(G) Ra.nch Hand herbicide tactics remain the llante as 

in the past with one exception.14 On a plumb-tr8e or racetrack 

spray run, where more than one pasS :I.s made OV8'(~ t)", sam.) 

ground t.ra.ck, the formation will not continl~e w1th the 

second paSS if ground fire is receivtld durlng tho f'1.rst pass.
15 

(u) Insecticide spray tactics are basically ~he same 

as herbicide tactics. 

(c) The same three types of defolJant .'.IrE> b,.Jlng used 

as in the past.16 'The defoliants are non-t.ox1.c .l.od are not 
17 

harmful to any form. of human or animal l:tfe.· T(l.'3 DDGmy, 

however, is still using this as a propage.nda t:",l by saying 

that it kills water buffalo, poisons food and caHoon birth 

deformities. 

(c) As in the past, the Ranch made perJodic use of Nha Trang 

AD and Phu Gat AD as turn around rehsrhiciding and refu0liog facilities. 

This operation greatly increased the range of targets that can 

be sprayed in the II Corps area. 'The use of Nha Trang JIB has been 

",., ". 
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stopped~ primarily due to the fnct that it. \'Ins IIII' ned over to 

the VNAF. 

(C) Along with the trnnsfers of l'ersonl)(,l nnd nircrnft, the 12th 

50S l'ecei ved a refJuest from 7th AF TACe, tl;"1 I he number of monthly 

sorti.es be reduced from nn unspecUied numhPl ton mnximum of 200 
10 

combat sorties per month. The loss of ail'er"ft find the reduction in 

;sorties significantly reduced combat opernt iOIlS, since the number of 

aircraft thnt can be put on target is limited. 'l'llese reductions were 

made such that the squadron's C-·Ilntinu rema i lIt'd uoe I,nngcd for the 

qunrter. 

(C) [luring the quarter, the Hallch rIc\': 1,:'()ll defoliation sorties, 
19 

dispensing 974,925 gallons of herbicide. 

Target Selection and coordination 

(0) Ilerbicide target selection 1'"II1"ill" lite ""ille as in p"st 

quart.ers, 

(0) Insecticide tnrget is oriUi lIated Oil t 11" local level when n 

malaria problem is present. The 1.'0<1I1I)st is ""III to the :,I~eV Command 

Gurueon where it must be approved, Then T,\(,( "1I"t 'pprove tile tnrgot 

and s' end the request back to the MACV eomlln lid SlIr\Jeon. The request 

is then sent to the 12th SOS where t.lw I nser I i ride F I iUh L Comm'lllder 

schedules the target. If there is an uroent ""cd [or the target to 

be sprayed, this procedure 'can tnke as lill.le lime as 21 hours until 

Hctual spray. usually n target. is sprayed wi 1 hi n a week aft.er the 

request is submitted. 

20 
TT_Hi ni og 

(lJ) [luring t.he qunrter, the squadron's .';1 "nfi;;vnl section aclmin-
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istered 112 check rides. 1~ese check rides, !Iiv(,n La pilots, nnvi-

gators, and flight engineers, resulted in " \ 01" J of 0:1 upgrades. The 

rest of the checks were spot-checks. 

(U) captain Durton Holaday und C'll'l ~;Ii,,'\Ho nnd :,IS9 t Jimmy 

Nolan were upgraded to Stnn/Eval FliUi1t t,;xlllr:dnei"s this quarter. The 

theater qualified upgrades for the qllort",. "rn 1 i sLed below: 

stan/Eval night Examiner 
3 

Instnuctor pilot 

Lead pilot 
10 

Aircraft Commander 
13 

Lead co-pilot 
:.\ 

co-pilot 
17 

Instnuctor Navigator 
2 

Navigator 

Instructor Flight Ellgineer 5 

Flight Engineer 
20 

!!attle Damage 

(C) This quarter, Bnnch Hand "ir",.,I1'\ received n toLal of 99 hils 

from ground fire on 22 flying dnys. 
:~;) h Us were taken on 0 October, 

the most talten in one day. Battle dam"u" did nol put liny aircraft; 

permanently out of flying status. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. 315th special Operations Wing nelJlI} n1 j Oil :~:\-;" 

3. 7AF pamphlet 55-I, chapter 0, pnuelOfl, 

4. Airlift operations arc Dccomp]lsllcd by I'ClnOvn] of the herbicide 
tanks, spray booms, and spray engine frolil Ihe nirCl'Dft and replacing 
these with necesssary t.ie-down chans, liUN Sl.l'DPS, scnt.s, conveyors, 

etc. to facilitate the mission. 

5. CINCPACAF 060459Z NoV 69 (msg), slIhj. sce appendix 5, J)ocilmen t ~1 

6. 7AF (IlPA) (msg) 1<)0703Z NOV 69, sec (IlIli'I"r If, l)crSonnel, :ns 50\'1 

7. 7AF (DPA) (msg) 190731Z NoV 69, see (Illli'l"r [I, l'~rsonnel, :n5 SOW, 

8. CINCPACAF msg (5), 210740Z Or.t (,1), "IIC·I;>:\ off )\ircrew c;l"nning 

(1;1)", see appendix V, 315 SOW History. 

9. Sec organi7Btional chArt, page 1~. 

10. This was a verbal decision by lile S'I":ldroll COlllm'"1dcr. 

11. same as item 0, 

12. 315 SOW 1123l5Z NoV 69, parts I <1nd Jl, se" CS,\F msg i tom 13, 

J3.,315 SOW 100315Z Nov 69, CS~.F (s) mS(1 .'.H>\l' l:nOSO:l, Oct. 69 

(Notal 7AF and 834 f,l)), 

14. See "Quarterly Hanch Hand History, 12 ~;O:;, .1 ,Ian 69 - 31 
!>Iar 6,)" complete discussion of (netic;; ('.h'ltl\Jes appears in 315 SOW hist.ory. 

15. 12th 50S GIl' 11-4, 2fl NOV 69r 

16 S as I'tem 14. • nme, . 

17. same as item 3, 

18. 7AF TACe msg 230225:1. oct m, 

19. 12 50S St.atistics Analysis File, 

20. 12 50S stnn/~vnl Chcckrides Sllllllll"ry l·j}e 
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21. 12 SOS Intelligence section, nettle D'lInnue }lile 

22. CSAF (S) msg AFCIIP 13lB50X Oct U) (Not"j 7~F and 031\ AJ)) 

23. This message is not on file wi tli tlie 1 Z ~;ll:; 

24. see "llS is Expected to End Task of V i"t 1)1'[0] intioo". 
IJAltimore sun, 30 Aug 69, p.ppendix :', DIl!'IIt"'"!. n:l 

< ' 1 ),' - I", ~H 'illAS3"!Jr" . ~ ~ 1,\ "I:, 
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