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SECIRET

vp" §light was deleted by a command decision of the Squadron
commander due to the decrease in personnel.

(U) Mpjor Jack E. Anderson replaced injor Leon bl 1lines
as the DaNang OLAA Detachment Commander. Major jlines went to TACC.
yajor William M. Cooley became the Navigation section Chief. Ly
pennis Fisher, the Intelligence officer, returned to the CONUS. Nis
replacement has not arrived so Lt John B, Belvin is the acting
Tntelligence Qfficer. Capt Fdward B3, Mucho, and {ts John W.
Conway, William V. Hughes, aJohn G. OTgan, and Rdonr . dlcAtee
were sent PCA to the OLAA Detachment.

(U} See the Roster of Key personncl in pppendix 3 for a

complete list of officers with imprtant additionn) duties.

Transfers of Crews_and Adrcrafll ]
(s} 1In October, the nanch received messagoes rom CINCPACAL y

and the 315th SOW that eleven officers nn?1tcn {liyght engineers were i
to be transferred to other organizations. | The officers were sent to' m
i

the 311th §0S at Phan Rang AB, and to the 19th son located at

Tan Son Nhut Afld, in gsaigon., Seven ol the flight engineers were sent

to phu Cat AB, and the remaining three to pleika,

(S) Also in November, the squadron lost cleven of its aivreraft L
12 .
Lo other units due to a scaling down in ils operations, ThHs action ?f

reduced the number of 'assigned aircraft in the squadron from twenty-five
4 0o fourteen. The aircraft were redistributed within the 315th 504
to be sged for airlift operations. Algo, some were returned to the
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CHAPTER 1L

) :

OPERATIONS AND TRAINING

Tactics

(C) Ranch Hand herbiclde tactlos remain the same as
in the past with one axception.lA On a plumb-tree or racetrack
gpray run, where more than one pags is made over bha same
ground track, the formation will not continue wlth the

gacond pass if ground fire 1is recelved during tha firast pass.15

(U) Insecticide apray tactlcs are basically the same

as herbleide tactiecs.

Herbicide

(¢} The same three types of defoliant are balng used
as in the past.l6 The defolisnts are non-toxlc and are not
normful to sny form of human or snimsl 11£6.Y7 Tho sneny,
nowever, le still using this as a propaganda ool by gaying
that it kills water puffalo, polsona food and cnuses blrth

deformities.

Combs b Operations

(¢} Ae in the past, the Ranch made periodic use of Nha Trang
2B and Phu Cat AB as turn around reherbiciding and rofueling facilities.
This operation groatly increaged the range of targets that can

be sprayed in the II Corps area. The use of Nha Trang AB has been
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stoppedL primarily due to the fact that it was lwned over to
the VNAF.
() Along with the transfers of persompel and aircraft, the 12th

505 Teceived'a request from Tth AF TACC, thzt the number of monthly

sorties be reduced from an unspeciflied number to a maximum of 200

18
combat sorties per month. The loss of airernft and the reduction in
:sorties significantly reduced combat operations, since the number of
aircraft that can be put on target is limited. ‘These reductions were
made such that the squadron's C-Rating remained unclbanged for the

quarter.

(C) During the quarter, the Ranch [low 1,200 defoliation sorties,
19

dispensing 974,925 gallons of herbicide,

A

Target Selection and Coordination

(U) Herbicide target selection vemains the same as in pogt

quarters,

-

(U) Insecticide targel is oviginnted on the local level when :
malaria problem is present. The vequest is scul to the HACY Command
gurgeon where it must be approved. Then TACC wmust ppprove the target ﬁ.
and s'end the request back to the MACV Commn nd Surgeon, The request ‘
is then sent to the 12th $05 where the Insccticide Flight Cemmander o

schedules the target, 1If there is an urgent necd for the target to £

be sprayed, this procedure 'can take as little time as 24 hours until
actual spray., Usually a target is sprayed within a week after the
request is submitted.

20
T{ginin

b (U) During the quarter, the squadron’s stan/ival section admin-
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istered 112 check rides. These check rides, given Lo pilots, navi- %
gators, and flight engineers, resulted in a total of 83 upgrades. The y
.4 i
rest of the checks were spot-clecks. E
(y) <Captain Burton joladay and Cnrl cmatdio and Mgt Jimmy E
Nolan were upgraded to stan/Eval Flight gxmainers this quarter. The % .
theater qualified upgrades for the guarter nve listed below: |
‘gtan/gval Flight Examiner 3
Instuuctor pilot 6
Lead pilot 10
Aircraft Commander 13 g
Lead Co-Pilot 3
E co-rilot | 17
Instumctor Navigator )
Navigator 4 _
instructor Flight Engineer 5
IFlight Engineer 20
; pattle Damage
] (C) This quarter, Ranch Nand aircrnf[ received a total of 99 hits g
e
from ground fire on 22 flying dnys.h 95 hWils were taken on O Qctober, L
the most taken in one day. pattle damage did not put gny nircraft |
permanently out of flying status. :
@.:
%
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FOOTNOTES

-
)

1, 315th Special Operations wing Regulation 23-0

2. Ibid,

mpar————

3, TAF pamphlet 55-1, chapter 0, page 108.

4, Airlift operations are accomplished by removal of the herhicide
tanks, spray booms, and spray engine from the aircraft and replacing
these with necesssary tie-down chins, litter straps, seats, CONVCYOIS,
etc., to facilitate the mission.

5. CINCPACAF 0604597 Nov 69 (msq), subj. see appendix 5, Document #1

6. TA (DPA) (msg) 1907037 Nov 69, sce Chapter LI, personnel, 310 SOUW-

7. TAF {(DPA) (msg) 1907317 Nov 69, see Chapter 1T, lersonnel, 315 SOW,

B, CINCPACAF msg (S), 0107407 0ct 69, "UC-123 Off Alrcrew \nning
®)", see appendix v, 315 SO mistory.

9, see organizatienal chart, page 18,

10, This was a verbal decisgion by the gouadron Commander.
11, Same as item 0,
12, 315 s0W 1123157 Nov 69, parts | and II, see CSAT msg item 13.

13, 315 SOM 1003157 Nov 69, CSAF ($) msg AFCAY 1318507 oct 69
(Notal TAF and 834 AR).

14, 5ee vguarterly panch fand History, 12 505, 1 Jan 69 - 31
per 69" Complete discussion of tactics changes appears in 315 soW history

15, 12th 505 CII 11-4, 28 Nov 6%

16, Same as item 14.

17, Same as item 3.

18, TAF TACC msy 2302257 oct 6.

19, 12 505 gtatistics Analysis File,

20, 12 508 gtan/gval Checkrides Summary File

JGLASSIE -




ik bisigr i A A AL I s 1 PR M A DA A

14

UHELASSE I

n1, 12 805 Intelligence gection, NMottle Damage File
‘ 0o, CSAF (§) msg AFCAP 131850% gct 69 (Notal TAF and 034 A
‘ ) 23, This message is not on file with the 12 503
. o4, gee "US is Expected to End Task of vict heloliation™.
Eﬂllimgzg sun, 30 pug 69, Appendix 5, Document #3
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