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Is Expecte'd 
End Task Of 

Defoliation 

Aug, 29,-The Amerl. 
command Is quielly prepat· 

, \0 phase out lis olten'debat· 
mulll.ri>illion-dollar program 

. and rlee 
cover and 10M 

Viet Cong, 
one connecled with Ihe pro. 
will discuss the matter for 

but an' authoritative 
that th<' ronlrover· 

defoliation flights ever since 
they were started, warning pcas· 
ants that Americans were 
spreading "poison from the sky" 
and pointing to wtlled crops and 
naked trees .s evidence of what 
would ha~pen to people, too, If 
the Amencans are not driven 
out. 

Uke Garden Spray. 
Inlact, the chemicals used In 

the sprays-with the exceptior, 
of k~rosene. which is u"ed .s t"e 
medtum 1n one \'cr.;ion ar(' 
much like ordinary \; .. yr, ,nr: 
garden \I .cd killers and tio " 
harm to hurr.anstunlcss they c.rt 
swallowed In subslantlal gulps, 

~·ollog. often springs l!~ Qnew 
tn I ."rByed ar .. within. yo.r 
and many enemy-i:ltt"ted arlSS! 
have .'utI::: 11 -j ':. .. severa'i 
,mI· ~~. 
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def,ulialion program ,Is ex· 
be out 0/ husiness by 

lhe current fiscal year 
nexl June 30. 

But tho extellsisl damage 10 
rice and ot:J(lr cl'ops··-both ddib· I 

erate rmd unintended·· hn~) bt~cl\ I 
lhe focus of exlensl .. and some· \ 
tunes CnlOllom!.l debute, both in ' 
Vietnam nnd lhe United States, 

cY-citll." ny· 
TIM, 

. ,yo 
h', ',,'.,. 

\'it,lIe ,d'~M: 'il' 1f"'~~" ,': "I~ 
.;hIUl.'>\dJ ;:itl (', oi !r.e 
gr(,U,,'\. ',' ", "j':':;,'!\ UJ' Ill, :-\'( I'~ 
ir'lg ~ .. n ... , .. '''· .k.! 1\, "," ~',\.t{,i 
wiu(;u; j'1I1

j 
i', 2.,"<;~: ; \:(,", 

RumOri are Frequent 
" some of Ih. men wl',O Oy for. 
matlon of from 3,10 12 C·123'£ 
out of vast Bien !loa air base 
every day say they have "heard 
reports" that the program might 
b< ending In a few months, bul 
,dd that similar report. have 
Circulated almost since Ihe pro; 
gram waS Inauguraled In early 
liliG, 

The defoliation missions were 
Inaugurated without fanfare 
.nd, to, this day, are nol men­
tioned In military nr.ws releases. 
Including many of the handout. 
coyerlng decorations given to 
the men who fly the missions. 
Some of t~cse fllghls are consl' 
dored among the most risky In 
Vlelnam, 

The rellcence that, surrounds 
the currellt status of the pro­
,ram Isthus nothing new, 

Ar.a Umll Dlfflcull 
, '!'b, 'source said Ihat the raa· 

IOIi8 for phasing out the opera· 
uon are thai II has proved more 
e~penslye Ihan expecled and 
jeSS. effective than hored, He 
laid that the chemica 8pra~8 
\lse~, although harmless to an~ 
jilali and humans, have proved 
I\lIrdet 10 limit to the Intended 
I/Irgtitll than was predicted. 

c"rron\ coat figure. are not 
available, but Ihe American Elu. 
baSo'Y ~.Id 81 II press conference 
nearly a year ago 'hat the defol· 
lation missions had cost $68.· 
000,000 III the 21> years they bad 
\hen been operating, 

'!'be Viet <;ong have made II· 
\IItWve propasanda use of the 

Thf sprays are carried In 1 . 
~OIlg"lIon tanks that .;c 
strup~,,,d ~nd chained Into lhw 
:vt!ale"\IGped bellle, 0/ tho ag' 
.lng two-en:t1lie cargo planes, ~nd 
each craft "ca, pabl. 01 spraying 
a swath about 250 leet wide and 
8 or 10 miles long. 

Growth Sp.eded Up 
Depending mainly on the fluid 

used as a medium for tho cheml· 
cals and the tYI'. 01 growth 
being sprayed. fuliage begins to 
show effects In perluds r.nginH 
~rom 10 days 10 I." than 4 
nours. 

Like household weed killers 
the chemicals force the plants t~ 
grow so fast that Ihe rool system 
cannot keep up, thereby effec· 
UYely killing the plants. 

Rice reacts to tlie chemlrals 
SQoner than most other plants, 
and the spray planes haye been 
sent on frequent mission. to kill 
of! rica crops In Vip! Cong·con· 

The hulk of Ihe nilsslons, how, 
trolled ar"as, \ 

ever, have stripped leaves from 
trees and brush along enemy In· 
fIIlration roules and near enemy 
base camps. 

Along Major Rood. 
The sprays alllQ have been 

used extensively over wooded 
areas nell to major highways 
a~d around the \lerlm.lers of 
Arnerlcan and South Vietnamese 
camps. to reduce the chance of 
sn"~k ~ttack by m~klng the f\1C· 
my • approach routes mo,,· , 
ble, I 

At the time 01 the emba,sy 
press conference, 3 600 01 So 'th 
Vietnam's tolal 01 1H,600 Iqu~re 
miles had been sprayed at le •• t 
once. 
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they can whlh~ ren,J: ,\.)g a~ 
bornl'~, aJ'1fi lIlt" cm. ib~rsome, 
\ow.rlyl!lJ!,. h :'!lOV\n~ cClrgc 
craft /I, .i;, ,,,:~r-" for the 
enemy r w;v, ':lit':)t !\\an~J 
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But -,he ',r, 
IIvell' few ""i, ,. 
.erious,"J .. ,\IUe.a;!\\.\ ,,~""i cratl 
el haw: \), :.1 .rt 

'l'roofs :~,'" h~,I~ , v'" vaty· 
Ing Ieport.<.; :~f thi:: ,Jsc,ull'ri..:;~' Ol 
tbe ,ni"lo"'. dep."ding largely. 
QII the type of terrain, which. 
t1tey operate anu tho IIChtm£ 
methodS of thOlr unl!!, 

~:Om.. [lIera have estlmat.8d i 
.M. de ; • .iation Improves Vl&lbil· \ 
ity f" ., .~" air by al mucn .. 
511 to 6" p.:' ,enl 

Thl.,,". t. giye' \hem conll. 1 
oferable use,Jlnoaa to unl!! that 
make extensive use of allbar hel. I 
lcepler .borne opera\lolll or \II­
\tIIIlve air cover. 
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