LY e e i e

b s.1s Expected }
- End Task OF
Viet Det:g_liation
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. [sun stof) Correapondent]

galgon, Aug. 96 -The Amerl
- command 18 quietly prepar-
¢ 1o phase out 18 oiten-debat-
mtjlti-fnillion-dollar program
) Jc!el’nliutimz jungles and rice
ddles o deny cover and fodd

¢ connecied with the pro-
m will discuss the maiter for
record, but an’ authoritative
urce said that the controver-
al defolintion program i3 ex.
cted lo be oul of business by
¢ {ime the current fiscal year

| onds next June 30.
E" qumors are Frequent
me of the men who fly for«
. il:lon of from 310 12 C-128's
- gut of vast Bien Hou air base
very day sy they have “heard
cporls” that the program might
e ending in & {ew months, but
. add that similar reports have
dirculated almost since the pro-
© gram WS inaugurated in early

g6,
lThe Zeloliation missions were
Inaugurated without fanfare
nd, 1o, this day, are not men-
- {loned In military news reieases,
-~ yxluding muny of the handouts
covering decorations given to
men who [ly the migsions,
me of these {lights are cousl-
dered among the most rlsky In
Yietnam.
The reticence that surrounds
o currcnt siatus of the pro-
- gram i thus nothing new.
' Ayea Limit Diificult
Yource said that the rea-
" sons for phasing out the gpard-
yion ars that it has proved more
expensive than expected and
josg elfecitve than hoped. Ho
sald fhat the chemical sprays
psed, although harmless to ank
fals and hamans, have proved
yarder to limit to the intendod

- |Fgels than was predicted.

avallable, but the American Bm
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then been operating.

Janglve propaganda use of

/D S0
BALTIMORE 8 M.E!UGUEE_&Q.GQ

- the Americans are nhot driven

.- Current cust ﬂiural are not

aid al & press conference
pearly 8 year agohat the defol-
* {ation missions had cost %68, ple. ‘
000,000 3 the 2% years they had

ist Cong have made ex-
The Yiet Cong a
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defollation flights ever since
they were starled, warning peas-
ants hal Americans were
spreading *'poison from the sky"
and peinting to wilted crops and
naked Lrees as evidence of what
would happen to peopls, too, i

out.
Like Garden 8prays

In fact, the chemicals used In
the sprays—with the exceplion
of kerosene, which is used a fne
medium In one veroon are
much like ordinary lo¥n e
garden weed killers and do .-

harm to humansunless they are
gwallowed in substantial guips.

Put the extensive damage to
rice and other crops--both delib-
erale and uniniended- hos been
the focus of extensive und some-
times enwtionnl debute, both i
Vietnam and {he Unitfed Stales,

The sprays are carried in 1,-
000-gallon  tanks that  are
strupped and chalned. inte thw
whale-shaped beflies of the ag-
ing two-en;fine cargo planes, &od
each crafl is capabla of sprayin
& swath about 250 feet wide anﬁ
8 or 10 1niles long.

Growth Speeded Up

Depending mainly an the fluld
used as a medium for the chemi-
cals. and the type ol growth
being sprayed, foliage begins to
show effecls In perivds ranging
from 10 days to less than &
hours.

Like household weed Killers,
the chemicals force the planis to
grow so fast that (he rool system
cannot keep up, thereby effec
tively killing the plants.

Rice reacts to the chermicals
sqoner than most other plants,
and the spray pianes have been
gent on frequent missions to Kill
off rice crops In Viet Cong-con- .
trolled areas.

The bulk of the misslons, how:
ever, have striﬁped leaves from. -
{rees and brush elong enemy in-
filtration routes and near enemy
base camps.

Along Major Roads

The sprays alea hava been
used exiensively over wooded
areas next to major highways
and around ihe perimeters of
American and South Vieinamese

+  ecamps, to reduce the chance of
ancak ‘attack by making the eae.
my's approach routes moiv

e e — —

At the time of the emuassy

%ress conference, 3,600 of Sodth
leinam’s total of h,wo squars

miles had been aprayed at iesst
once. :
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Foliage often springy Lp anew
in a sprayad srek within a year
and many enemy-infe.ied areat
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mountains and dowd ligh. Yai-
leys.
The planes w.ust i - § SIOW

they can whik rema’ g A
ane e cureTsome,

borne, :
low-fleing, ¥ MovIlE Large
craft . ho o0 RES far the
enemy, Wi o afest MaLY
of the ar« o
[ YRR

Bur thi re . o 0 ave Vel

tively few i ¢ polnts ..

serious".!.;".\efb'u;’.m oo Crass

eb have b. 10 TG
Troops M . fiele | ve vary
Ing reports af the m':.ulm;;g-u-.
the .nissions, depaading largely.
ant the type of terrair ‘Wwhicll
ey operate anu the fichting
mvcthods of their units. _
‘ome (llers have estimared
ih&. o iation improves Vsibil-
ity fr. +i ibe air Dy 88 much as
5910 6o perent
This we. . give them copl.l-
derable userainess 0 units taat
make exlensive use of elther hel-
|cepter-borns operations or i0-
tensive air covel.
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