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CHRONOLOGY
310th TACTICAL AIRLIFT SQUADRON, ™A' FLIGHT

AT, ey g e

1 JULY 1970 - 30 SEPTEMBER 1970

DATE CLASSIFICATION SIGNIVICANY BVENT
JULY
4 (o)) Last Payop Mission Tlown,
6 (c) Last Flare Mission filown,
8~10 (8) Unit move f(rom Bien Hoa AB,
to Phan Rang AB, RVN,
16 (C) First training mission flown
from Phan Rang.
20 (c) First Spray Mission flown f{rom
Phan Rang, 3 alrerafit/23 hits,
22 (C) Second Spray Mission flown from
Phan Rang, 3 alreraft/46 hits,
24 (<) Heavy suppression fighter tactics
firgt employed. 3 alrceraft/5 hits,
28 (©) Spray Misslon. 3aircraft/1 hit,
30 ) Spray Mission, I aireraft/1 hit,
31 (8) 12th S80S inactivated, reactivated
as 310th TAS, 'aA" Flight,
AUGUST .
6 (S) Four crews plus maintenance

support persounnel 1DY to o
Phu Cat AB for herbicide missions, |

7 () L/C Fisher succeedey L/C Walker
as "A" Flt, commander, L/C Walker
returns to %I,
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[ . 9 ) Spray Mission, 3 aircraft/3 hits, i
| 16 (8) TDY crews return to Phan Rang |
| : ‘ from Phu Cat, B
21 () Herbicide alrcraft receives 1 hit
while on training mission,
SEPTEMBER Ll
2 (U) L/C Tate succeeds 1L/C Cooley as
Chief of Navigstion, L/C Cooley o
returns to ZI, L
]
15 (M Maj. Swanson succeeds Maj. Fratt %
as Operations Officer, Maj, o
Fratt returns to Z1I. ;
17 () L/C Crane succeeds 1,/C Fisher ;
as "A" Flt. commander. L/C 5
Fisher returns to ZI,
26 (C) 310th TAS assumes all administrative é

and malntenance functions for ;
"A" Flt, ';
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INTRODUCTION

vi

(u) The defoliation mission of the United States Alr
Force, code named RANCH HAND, began in January of 1962,
Three alrcraft flew the initial test operations from
Tan Son Nhut AB, Republic of Vietnam, Since then, the
operation has grown into a fully opeiational squadron 4 :
designated the 12th Special Operations Squadron, 4
{s) On 31 July 1970,the 12th Special Operationsg Squadron - : |

was inactivated at Phan Rang AB, RVN, but the aircraft and
personnel continued the defoliation mission as "A"™ Flight

of the 310th Tactical Adrlift Squadron, at Phan Rang AR,
RVN.

{c} The flight's mission is exactly the same as before,

It still conducts defoliation and crop destruction missions
throughéut South Vietnam. Because of the herhicide delivery
techniques employed and the hostile areas Lhe alrcraft must
overfly, the unit has become one of the most shot at in

the Republic of Vietnam, To date, over 4700 hitls have

been taken by the unite aircraft from hostile ground fire,
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CHAPTER I

MISSION, ORGANIZATION, AND ADMINISTRAT ION

Miss{gﬂ

(U) The primary mission of the 310th "A" flight, formerly
the 12th Specfal Operations Squadron, is aerinl defoliation
This mission is extensively discussed in the 12th 808
quarterly history for the period January throuph March 1970,
(U) The insecticide operation of the RANCH 1s to conduct
ae:'lal spray flights of melected areas for Lje control of
malaria carrying mosquitees. It is also digcussed in the
above mentioned history,

(U) The secondary mission of the RANCH is to conduct
ailrlift operations and/or other operations as directed by
higher authority,

(C) Psychological Operations (PSYOPS). The psyops migsion
that the Ranch flew last quarter is fully discussed 1n§the
April-June history, The last Psyops mission was Flown

on 4 July 1970,2

(C) Flare Operations., The flare missions flown by the

K]

Ranch were fully discussed in the April-June history, The

.

last flare mission was flown on 6 July 1970,

ORGANIZATIUN

(S) The 12th S08 was inactivated on 31 July- 1970 al Phan

4
Rang AB, RYN., At that time the unitwas reaclivatod as
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2
A" flight, 310th Tegtical Airlift Squadron, assigned to
the 3156th Tﬁctical Airlift Wing, at Phan Rang AR, RVN,
(U) The Squadron Commander is Lt, Colonel Roberl K.
Wright, however the '"A" flight commander, who is responsible
for the defoliation and insecticide missions is I.L, Colonel
Emery J. Crane.,5 Col. Crane came to the RANCH from Andrews
AFB, Md. where he was the MAC Liaison Officer tg Headquarters,
USAF.6 Col., Crane assumed command from Lt. Colonel Warren
P. Fisher who returned to the ZI. Col. Fisher had been
the operations officer until 7 Auguat 1970, succeeding Lt.
Colonel Ben V., Walker as commander when Col. Walke, returned
to the ZI,
(C) The RANCH has one operating locatlon, Phan Rang AB,
RVN. There are, however, herbicide servicing facilities
at Da Nang AB, Phu Cat AB, and Bien Hoa AB, These facilities

are necessary due to the inability of the unit to store

herbicide at Phan Rang AB for periods longer than overnightu7

ADMINISTRATION

(C) The administrative section for the 310th "A' flight
remained zeparated from the 310th TAS until 26 Sept. 1970,8

At that time "A"™ flight administrative activilies were assumed
by the 310th. Prior to 26 September the administrativee

office conducted routine operations throughoul the

period,

CONFIDENTIAL
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(S8) INACTIVATION

As discussed in the last quarterly hiatory (Apr-
Jun 70) ‘the RANCH ceased its spray operations because
it had used 'all the "WHITE" herbicide that was availlable,
"BLUE" herbicide was available but for crop targets only
and at that time there were no crop targets available,

In May the RANCH was directed to fly FLARE and PSYOPS
missions in Support of the Cambodian operation,

As the Cambodian operation began to decline the RANCH
was again without a mission., On 13 June 1970, a request
was made for the inactivation of the 12th S05. On 28
June 1970, authority was receilved from Seventh Ailr Force
to relocate the RANCH at Phan Rang AB, beginning 1 July
and being in place no later than 10 July 1970,

On 2 July 1970 CINCPACAF approved the innclivation
of the 12th 808, to be accomplished by 20 July 1970,
However, MACY requested that the 315th TAW, the parent
wing of the 12th SO0S, maintain a herbicide capability
and continue the insecticide mission.

seventh Air Force then gave the 12th SOY approvaln
to suspend all FLARE ard PSYOPS activities on 5 July 1970,

but to maintain a four hour alert capability for posslble

AR
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FLARE missions, The last PSYOPS and FLARE missions were
flown on 4 and 6 July 1970 regpectively., The ingecticide
mission, due to its high priority, continued to operate
throughout the period.

On 3 July 1970 the Wing DCO published a unit move-
ment order instructing the RANCH to complete its re-
locaticn to Phan Rang hy 10 July 1970, The relocation of
those selected personnel and assets was completed on time,
| The 12th Special Operations Squadron was officially
inactivated on 31 July 1970 with two reservations, First,
the 315th TAW would maintain a defoliation capnbility and
second, the wing would maintain two UC~123-K alrcraft and
crews to continue the insecticide program,

The entire inactivation procesgs 1is covered and
referrenced by the following SECRET mnessages

2810007 June 70~~Authority to relocate 12Lh 508
from Bien Hoa to Phan Kang,

130700Z June 70--Request for inactivation of 12th 508,

0506007 July 70--Outlines reasgignment proceodures
and personnel requirements for
required retained capabilities,

-
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CHAPTER III

OPERATIONS AND TRAINTNG

DEFOLIATION

(C) The RANCﬁ, after a brief period of time, resumed
its defoliatibn mission on 8 July 197091 AL that time

a message from MACY ordered the destruction of certain
crop targets in Militafy Regions II and 11T, Operations
began on 20 July 1970.,2

(C) It had been over two months since the last defoliation
mission and dye to the lack of actual combit experience

of the newer ¢rewmembers in this area, training flights

were begun on 16 July 1970, The designated training

area was located just north of Nha Trang over a puclfied
area, but when an aircraft on a training mission took a

hit on 21 August, the area was redesignated and the trainlng

3
was conducted overwater,

(C) The RANCH was not allowed to gstore herbicide on Phan
Rang AB, turough agreement with the loenl provence chief,
However there were storage facilities at Da Nang, Phu Cat,
and Bien Hoa Air Bases. Thisg presented some difliculty
to the operati¢n since combat missions could onty be
scheduled ever} other day using the day betwecn to tly

to one of the other locations to reload the ajrcraft

with herbi@idejprior to the next mission,

(C) The first misslon was flown on 20 July against a

CONFIDENTIAL
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crop target. The formation received a total ol 23 hitsu6

The second mission, on 22 july, agalust another crop ftarget,

20 miles weat of Nha Trang, resulted in 46 hils on the

formation, Both targets were effectively destroyed. On

the latter mission Major Claxton received a flesh wound

in the left wrist, and major aircraft damage, and had to

land at Nha Trang, for emergency treatmentJ

(C) On 6 August four aircraft and crews along with necessary

support personnel went TDY to Phu Cat AB to spray a series

of crop targets in Military Region II, Five targets were

fragged but due tp Seventh Air Force cancellations only

two were flown, The results were excellent, and the crews ?
i

and support personnel returned on 16 Augus;l,nH

(C) During the quarter the RANCH flew 60 combal spray

gorties all against crop targets, A total of 45,000

gallong of herbicide was expended during Lhe quarter,

9
while 12 aircraft took 82 hits.

INSECTICIDEi

(C) The 1néecticide operation is led by Major R,C, Furr.
Thig operation was dimcussed in detail In Lhe April-June
history. There were no significant events during this
quarter,

(U) Feor the quarter the two "BUG BIRDS' Tlew 146
productive sorties and dispensed n total of 22 480

10
gallons of Malathion.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TACTICS

N et e irmprana

(C) Two cﬁanges in tactics were made during the quarter,

both as a result of the 22 July mission, 1In tue pagat

the herbicide aircraft have maintained a very loose

formation while Spraying crops within a target box,

Frequently, individual aircraft would break completely

away from ﬂhe formetion to spray an isolated field due

to the randbm nature of crop planting. The escorting

fighter aircraft would orbit over the target

their ordinance only after t..e herbicide aircraft had

reported ground fire, On 22 July, Major Claxton was
wounded on his second pass over an area from which he

had not received ground fire on his first Pass,

(C) The new tactics required nll herbilcide miusions to

be flown wi#h heavy fighter suppresaion, 1,e, fighter

aircraft will expend CBU-24 or CBU. 48 tmmediately in

front of the oncomming herbicide aircraft slong the

entire spray run, In addition, herbicide formations are

to be held considerably tighter on future migsions to

ingure maxium effectiveness of the heavy

suppresgion,

LONFI)

area, expending
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FOOTNOTES

CHAPTER I

1l, 834th AD REG 23-1, Mission and Organizution,
315th TAW, 24 Jan 70,

2. 12th SQS DAAR (C) 4 July 70,

3. 12th SQS DAAR (C) 6 July 70,

4, 12th 808 S0-27 1 Aug 70,

5., 310th TAS "A" Flight Duty Rooster, 17 Sept 70,

6. Interview, Lt. Evans, Higtorian, with L./C Crane
B Oct 70,

7. Intervﬂew, Lt. Evans, with L/C Walker, 8 July 70,

8. Intervﬂew, Lt, Evams, with Capt, Schaller,

7 0ct 70

CHAPTER II

1.

See Appéndix on Unit Data- Arrivals and Departures
Appendix 4.

CHAPTER IXIX

10
2,

Interview, Lt. Evans, with L/C Walker, 8 July 70,

Interview, Lt. Evans, with Maj. Mendleson, 7th AF
Strike Plans, 26 June 70,

12th SOS DAAR (C) 21 Aug 70,
Interview, Lt. Evans, with L/C Walker, 5 July 70,
Frag Order from 7th AF to 12th SOS, 20 .July 70, (C).

Rpt, (U), "Joint Bervices Antisircrafi Fire Incident
and Damage Reporti”, July~-Sept 70, 12th S08.

Ibid
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* B. Intervipw, Lt. Evans, with Maj. Williams, Scheduling
Officer, 11 Qct 70,

9. Report, (C), Monthly V-5 Report, 12th 808, July,
Aug, Sept, 70.
\ 100 LE?_-Q

11, 310th TAS, "A" Flight Stan/Eval Summary, July,
Aug, Sept, 70,

CHAPTER 1V

1, See Maintenance Activity Report, Appendix 4.
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DATE

[

15
20
20
20
22

22
22

24
28
30
09
21
12
12
14

July
Jjuly
July
July
July

July
July

July
July
July
Aug

Aug

Sept
Sept
Sept

70
70 |
70 |
70

70

70
70

70

70

70

70

70

70
70

70
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AIRCRAFT
COMMANDER
Maj. Claxton
Maj. Fratt
L/C Fisher
Maj. Claxton
Maj. Fratt

Lt. Conway
Maj. Claxton

L/C Fisher
Capt, Downs
Col. Blood

L/C Fishee
Maj, Claxton
Maj. Basden
Lt. Morgan

Capt. Atkinson

BATTLE DAMAGE

e g e impe b €t L .« o

HITS

2
4
5
14

G

4
31+

B = e L2 = O

CONFIDENTIAL

30
30
30
30
30

30
30

30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

cal
cal
cal
cal
cal

cnl

cal

cal
cnl

col

cal
cal
cal
cal
cnl

27
DAMAGE ]
HSkin
Skin
Skin
Skin
Skin, Right Wing
Spar,
Skin

Skin, two engine
changes, tires
A/C wounded,

skin

Skin

Skin

Skin

Skin

Left Nacelle Tank

Right Wing spar

Skin
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CHRONOLOUGY iv
BlOth TACTLICAL AIRLIFT SWUADHON, "ﬂ:«jldpﬁl
1 OCTOBuK 1970 - 31 DisClidBegg 1970

DATE ‘ CLASSTFLCATION SLGE L2 CakT 1wy

OCTOBRL

10 (¢) opray Hission, thrce aircraft/
two hits

12 . (C) Spray Mission, three alrcraft/
two hits

26 * (c) Spray Mission, four aircraft/
cne hit,

NOV Bk

3 (C) Spray Mission, fonr nirceraft/

‘ one hit,

3 (c) Spray Fission, four direraft/
Vive hits

11 (U) L, Col. Laniel 'y lolan

becomes WA F1iyEL Comsander

13 (c) Spray Mission, Uroe aireraft/
ouc hit

14 (c) Insecticide airerail Look ane

o hit returnin: fron wission
() Herbicide airecralt Look one
bit on a crop survey Pli, ht

19 ‘ (C) Spray Mission, four aireraft/
bwe hits

UDECEMBER

1 (c) News releases for Ll past few

months have inaicited g completea
shut down of all herbjciae opera—
tions in SEA,  wibUl: hAND Is STILL
IN OPERATIONS,
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(C) The deﬂoliatibn aission of the United ubates a1 rorce, code
hamed HANCH HAND, began in January of 1962,  Thre. aircratt flew

the initig] test orerations from Tan Son whut

Aby lepublic of
Vietnam, Since then,

the operation Erew steaaily (g 4 fully opera-
tional'squadnon then declineg to its present slate theompassing

(C) The Fghts nissioy 14 exactly as

1t atila conducts defoliation arn

eight aircrast and 30 men,

it was before,

trop destruction
missions throughout, South Vietnam, although mope recently the entire
Operation has ‘beep toward crop destruction, because of tLhe herbicide
delivery techniques employed and the hostile aveyy Lhe airerarg must
overfly, the upit has become one of the most )0t At i Lhg tépublie
of Vietnam, fo date, over L,725 hits have becr, Lalvo o) Lhe unit'y
sircraft from Hmstile ground fire,
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OPLUATIONG Adl Tnnlmihi

Defoliati on

{C) The uéit history for the period July-.ept., L/ discussed the
period of i%activation, and reactivation and the ssnociateq nove
from Bien Hoa 4B to Fhap Hang AB, HVN.l (C) This auirber furthep
problems wefe encountered as the integration wWilhi Lhe 310th {ay
became more inclusive., 4 phenomenon occured which was uriforseeable
the the beginning. The relative rank structure of e HANCH compared
to the BlOtthAS found the RANCH HANDS to be, ou the whole, seniop

in grade andspossessing more longevity in the Service than the younger
manned 310th1TAS. Therefore as integration brogressed KalQH Hiajosg
began to hold ncre and more key additional duty positions in the
Bquadron as é whole. When the 315th TAW besan its Vietnamization
Frogram it found a lucrative source of expericnce i Lhe WALCIL,  Baen
of these aspects put an additiona) drain on the alrosdy Uwindling
Kanch resources, with public opinion being whal i1 i refarding
herbicide operations in general, there were nol 2 prent deal of new
resources avai/lable to alunit that officially did oL erist, A1 of
these items grbuped together to develop an almost eritical situation
from an operatﬁonal standpoint since at the end of t} . quarter the

”

| .
HANCH possessed 16 pPllots, five navigators, and pige cigineers, <
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{c) Dmrlng the quarter, the WANCH f]ey - 38 ;iU:HPLJVL sorties,
dlspensing 28,630 gallons of blye herbicide taking 15 hitg on
11 airc#aft.3 (C) The only change to the Operation during the
quarteriwas restructuring that placed larpotiny under the direct

Control of the Chief of Navigation rather thay phe control of the

Operatlons Oi‘i‘icer.z+

lnsecticide

(C) The inseutlclde operatlon was leg Ly e, keitther €, Furp,

This op@ration wWas fully'discussed in the unjt hintory‘npril-June
1970.  The only significant evernt duriné Lhe Guirter was the inci-
dent on 14 November: when the bug-bird took 4 it whije returning

frow an insecticide spray nission,” (W) KFor w. WUALter the buy-
biras flew 148 productive sorties, dmspcn~t11 <7330, vullong of kalza-

thion and took one hit.6

Tactics

(C) The only tactic change occured in the insecticige progra& when
“ne of the Silver painted Bug-tirds was dent. to hagens A, Okdnaswa
for itg periodic eorrosion control treatment aj. had Lo pe replaced
with & cwnodildpe colored herbicide alreraft, teventp Alr Force dipe
ected that all missiong accomplished by tiis alrpdone po accompanied

by a PSYops loudspeaker equipped escort to notify Lhe loeal inhabitsants

of the intent of the mission ip the hope that 1t would rot pe fired

Uponn?
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Footnotes 10

CHAPTER I
1. 834th AD kG 23-1, Nission and Organization, 73 .th Tiw, 24 Jan 70,

24 Interviqw, Major Markham, historian with Lieulerant Colonel Dolan,
Commander.,

3. 310th TAS, “A" Flight, Unit History, July-vept. 1970, P, 2.

ho lbid

CHAPTER 11

1, See Unit Data Appendix 4 - Luarterly Arrivals ang Jepartures,

2. 310th TaB Duty Roster, 13 November 70,

3. lnterview, Major Markham with Major Swanson, Ops. OrF.

4. Interview, Major Markham with Lieutenarit, Golonel Tote, hav. Chief.

7+ Interview, Major Markham with Major Swanson.

6. Ibid
7. Ibid
CHAFTEK F11

1. Unit kistory July-Sept 1970,
2. lInterview, Major Markham with Major Swanson.
» 310th TAS, "A" Flight, V-5 Keport (C) Oct-bee 0.

3

4. InterviewP hajor Markham with Lieutenant Coloncl late, hav., Chief,
5

6

> 310th TAS, "A"™ Flight, DAAR, (C}, & Nov 70,

. 310th TAS, “AY Flight, V-5 Heport (C) Oet-bec 0.

7. Meg. (C), Seventh AF, 061047Z Dec 70,
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AIRCUHAFT
LDATE COMMAND I
OCTUBER !
10 ‘ Major Swanson
Major Horrigan
12 bajor Claxton
26 Hajor Williams
NOVIELE Ry
3 Major Swanson
b Major williams
Major Fuprp
Major Swanson
13 Major Willigmg
14 Hajor Williams
Lieutenant Kaysen
19

Major Willaims

1-30 cal

3=30 ey

2=30 eo

130 caj

130 cay
130 en)
3=30 ea)
1w30 e
1-30 ¢aj
130 ca)
1-30 eng

w30 cal

21

DAMAU S

Skin

wkin, Functured
herbicide Tank

Skin

Skin

ckin




