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Dear Dr. Cecil:

[ have been most interested reading your recent book Herbicidal
Harfare, and I thank you for your references to some of my work re-
Tated to Ranch Hand and S.E. Asia. I wish to express to you my
gratitude for CofiRex Stoner's hospitality to me and my colleague,
Gordon Orians, during our first visit to the Republic of Vietnam in
March 1969, Col. Stoner was good enough to award me the "Special
Order of the Punctured Provider" with purple scarf which [ value
highly {see enclosed). I was dismayed to read in your book, p. 146,
that Cols Stoner had disagreements with Wing Headquarters regarding
decoration recommendations particularly after March 1969. [ hope his
award of the scarf to me at that time did not cause trouble.

Have you seen the history of the Ranch Hand operations published
by the Office of Air Force History, USAF, Washington, DC, 1982, written
by Major William Buckingham? I could not find any reference to this
excellent book in your work. As my enclosed reyiew of another good
book indicates, there was a serious deletion of about 20 pages made
by censors in Major Buckingham's book. According to documents in my
file and after my phone conversation with Major Buckingham, I determined

that the deleted material concerned the clandestine spraying of Cambodia.

The reasons for the deletion are explained in my review. As you will
see, the so-called secret and illegal B-52 bombings of Cambodia March
to December 1969 never occurred. Why this charade is maintained by

the U.S. governement I do not know. 1 would most certainly hope that
you, as an historian, might wish to pursue this fascinating question.

In regards to the spraying of Camboida in Spring 1969, there is
not doubt that it occurred. Dr. Fred Tschirley's State Department
goupr confirmed this as did our unofficial inspection. In the photo
in my review {enclosed) you will note the patch-work appearance of
the defoliated rubber trees. I fully understand why you raise questions
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as to how aircraft could spray so accurately., The answer is not accuracy,
but differences in the sensitivity of various strains of rubber trees

to the herbicide. Some plots were totally defoliated while adjacent
squares were not affected at all or only mildly. I might add that

our French friends who owned most of the affected Cambodian planta-

tions told us later that no trees were killed.

. I should point out that it was precisely into the defoliated
areas that U.S. troops moved in May of 1970.

I do hope you may wish to look further into events in Cambodia
in 1969 and I look forward to learning your reactions to my materials.

Sincerely W@

E.W. Pfeiffer
Professor
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ing criteria beyond which intrusive eavesdropping activity
becomes a real detriment to the vitality of the nation. The
fact that the NSA withholds from the U.S. public the
knowledge of the existence of interception programs or
technologies, information well known by the country’s
adversaries, suggests that we the people who hold the
burden of taxes and the purse strmgs of approprlatlon are
considered the real enemy. . : »

The investigative reporting talents of James Bamford
impress the reader, as he has undertaken to set forth with
clarity subject matter which by its very nature is obscure,
fragmented, and transitory. He attempts to show the dis-
tinction, for instance, between “interception™ and “acquisi-
tion” of messages, and how the Agency considers electronic
computer scanning of private messages as not falling under
the slightest restriction as an “unlawful search.” Thus, an
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intelligent mechanical surrogate of the human psyche is
permitted to plunder our most intimate utterances, a privi-
It > not even granted an ofﬁccr of the law armed with a
court order,

Although Bamford avoids pejoralwc cornmenl in his
largely objective development, it becomes evident that he
brings the reader to the conclusion that much of the activity
of the NSA is inconsistent with traditional American ideals
and institutions. He avoids the measure of public outrage,
however, that well might be directed toward the clandes-
tine society of “technotyranny.” Perhaps such musings of
societal impact, the chilling effect of Big Brother, and the
resultant gradual degeneration of private freedom are best
described by the political philosopher or the futurist, Each
of us, however, must heed the warning to corral the rouge
elephant. —

Book Rewew

Secret Defoliation in Vietnam )

By E.W. Pfeiffer*

The Chemical Scvrhe: Lessons af2,4,5-T and Dioxin, by
Alastair Hay, Plenum Publishing Corp., 233 Spring St.,
New York, NY 10013; 1982, 275 pp., $27.50.

The Chemical Scythe is a most valuable addition to the
growing literature dealing with the use by the United States
of chemical warfare in Indochina, 1ts author, Dr. Alastair
Hay of the Medical School of the University of Leeds, is
eminently qualified to present this story, which reveals
much previously classified information about U.S. herbi-
cidc programs in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.

.--1 Indeed, with respect to defoliation efforts in Cambodia,

this book reveals information the Air Force has fought to
keep secret. Last July the National Veterans Task Force on
Agent Orange lost its court fight under the Freedom o
Information Act to obtain some 20 pages which were delet-
ed from a draft Air Force report entitled: “Operation
Ranchhand: The United States Air Force and Herbicides
in Southeast Asia, 1961-1971.” As the New York Times
noted {July 26, 1982), “Disclosure, the court said, would
violatc the integrity of the decision-making process where-
by senior Air Force officials determined the content of the
official history.”™ Thus, the Air Force Waé‘s_ permitted to
delete a certain incident from its “history.™

But despite the court decision, the facts are now in the
public record. The Chemical Scythe describes in meticu-
lous dctail the events deleted by the Air Force censors. It is
a fact established by an official U.S. team of experts and
others that the Fishhook region of Eastern Cambodia was
attacked rcpeatedly by defoliating aircraft in the spring of

*F W Pfeiffer is a Professor of Biolopy at the University of Montana at
Missoula.
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1969. The U.S. government neither confirmed nor denied
responsibility but negotiated with the Cambodian gov-
ernment and French rubber planters to pay for the multi-
million dollar damage to their rubber plantations. There is
evidence that the CIA’'s Air America carried out this clan-
destine operation. Former Senator Frank Church wrote
me on July 26, 1971, that, “T have been told. howéver, that
Alr America was responsible for the Cambodian defolia-
tion. My source was .

copy of this letter, it immediately dispatched an agent to
deny the allegation. According to a C1A report, “Senator
Church said he couldn’t remember off hand where he
learned this information. ... Hesaid he fully accepted our
denial.™ As Dr. Hay documems in The Chemical Scwhe,
Church was still covering up as late as 1978.

Why does the Air Force in 1982 still try to conceal a
comparatively minor operation of 1969? As The Chemical
Scythe explains, the official version, expounded by Henry
Kissinger in The White House Years, is that the Fishhook
region was secretly (and illegally) bombed by B-525in 1969,
because according to Kissinger, it was necessary to destroy
Viet Cong sanctuaries in the region. Kissinger writes that
“recent intelligence from a rallier [deserter], as well as
photo reconnaissance, showed that the Communist head-
quarters for all of South Vietnam was lacated just across
the Cambodian border . . .. The B-52 attack took place on
March 18, 1969, against North Vietnamese Base Area
353 . ... From April through early August 1969 attacks
were intermittent . . . . Afterward raids were conducted
regularly.™

Kissinger’s maps show Base Arca 353 precisely where |
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Defoliated rubber plantation in Kissinger’s Base Area 353. Note absence of homb

spent several days and nights studying the effects of the
April 1969 defoliation raids. As detailed in The Chemical
Scythe, it was heavily populated with Cambodians and
French Rubber plantation employees and their familics.
After reading Kissinger's totally inaccurate description of
the area, [ wrote the U.S. Air Force for documents which
might support him.

On November 7, 1980, Charles W. Hinkle, Otfice of
Assistant Secretary of Defense, wrote me, “The map coor-
dinates in the message (MAC 1782 COMUSMACY) are
those provided by a North Vietnamese raflier {Pentagonese
for deserter] as the location of COSVN headquarters
[COSVN was the Pentagon acrenym for Kissinger's
“Communist Headquarters for all of South Vietnam™].

Mr. Hinkle enclosed a map of the Fishhook area with
Base Area 353 drawn according to the coordinates in the
message MAC 1782 which he also sent me. This message,
sent in February 1969 from General Abrams to General
Wheeler, states in part, “Recent information developed
from photo reconnaissance and a rallier gives us hard
intellipence on COSVYN HQ facilities in Base Arca 353 .. ..
The area is covered by thick canopy jungle.” This is not
true. The Department of Defense map shows the area to be
sparsely covered with brush and surrounded by several
small villages. When [ asked for the photos of Base Area
353, Mr. Hinkle wrote me on December 19, 1980, “The
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has advised that
they do not have the photographs which you requested,
Further, they have advised that they have no information,
other than that previously provided to you[i.e. the coordi-

nates provided by the deserter] to substantiate the precise .

location of Base Arca 353

Thus Kissinger’s only source for his description of the
so-called “Communist Headquarters in Cambodia™ is a
deserter!

Mr. Hinkle also sent me a copy of a report ofthe*Menu”
{B-52) strikes against Base Area 353 showing tonnage of
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craters.

bombs dropped beginning on March 18, 1969, and sup-
posedly continuing through January 1970. This approxi-
mately 10 mile square area supposedly received 6529 tons
of bombs delivered by 228 B-52 bombers. A typicai B-52
mission consisted of five aircraft whose bombs carpeted an
area about one haif mile wide and three miles long. Thus 15
B-52s would have saturated the whole of Base Area 353
with many hundreds of craters some 25 ft. in diameter and
10-15 {t. deep. What would 228 B-52s bave done?

Allthis was supposedly going on unnoticed by the thou-
sands of rubber workers at the French Mimot rubber plan-
tation only ten miles away, Dr. Kissinger can’t be serious.
These alleged sanctuaries were the excuse Nixon and Kis-
singer used to invade and subsequently destroy Cambodia.

As The Chemical Scythe records, there were no sanciu-
aries in the Fishhook region and therefore no bombing
could be justified. But the myth has to be kept alive to
maintain Kissinger’s credibility. When presented with the
dilemma of why he omitted any reference to whatactually
happened in 1969 in Cambodia(defalintion) and described
i detail what did not take place. Kissinger refused 10
answer The Chemical Scrihe’s author. The Air Foree,
caught in between, simply deleted all references to the
defoliation.

The Chemical Scythe goes far beyond the wartime uses
of herbicides. It is indeed a book for people with many
diverse Interests: chemists concerned with dioxin-
contaminated substances, toxicologists, medical person-
nel, manufacturers of chlorophenoi-related compounds,
environmentalists, historians. The chapters dealing with
Seveso and Love Canal are must reading for all who are
concerned with environmental pollution.

The Chemical Scythe is the {irst book in a series project-
ed by the International Disaster Institute. The aim of the
series is to provide scientific and readable accounts on the
most recent areas of disaster research, Dr. Hay’s book sets
very high standards for this much needed series. —
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HTOLLY 1wy .
tryman’s lo| Itis a twentyolour t dav
working, sweating, grunting job. But be-
lieve it or not, he's sort of proud of the
name — ‘grunt’.”

They BALAL RPININE P MTR e

SFC ROBERT TORSRUD
Fort Knox, KY

The Marine’s Fight

PAYBACK: FIVEMARINES AND

VIETNAM, by Joe Klein. Ballantine
Books, New York, 412 pages. 83.96,

PAYBACK is the story of five of the men
who served in Charlie Company. 1st Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Regiment in August
1967, Gary Cooper. John Steiner, John
Wakefield, Bili Taytor, and Dale Szuminski
ware not typical Vietnam vets. All enlisted
in the Marines; all were white. This is not

a combat narrative; rather itis a character

study of the five man -- who they were
and who they are tecday.

Until journalist Joe Klein became inter-
ested in the life and death of Gary Coopaer,
he had not thought very much about the
men who fought in Vietnam. His view of
vets was shaped by the Vietnam Veterans
Against the War protest in 19871 and
media reports which impliad an impres-
sion of violent, angry men bordering on
the edge of sanity. Reports of Gary Coop-
er’'s tragic daath confirmad Klein's nega-
tive assessment. However, his research
for a magazine piece about Cooper led him
to alter his fealings about veterans,

Klein became interested in the meh
who had served with Cooper in Vietnam,
andhe eventually located and interviewed

twenty men from Cooper’s unit, As he-

tatked with these men, Klein discovered
that most appearedtobe fairly normal and
were living useful lives. None had re-
turned from the war entirely unscathed,
but their problems were not atl products of
the war. Agent Orange, post traumatic
stress syndrome, and the ill treatment of
Vietnam wvets were f{actors in people's
lives, but Klein emphasizes the normal
difficulties encountered by men who grew
up and live in the working class. Each of
the tive men treated had a unique per-
sonality, handled his stress in his own
way, and adjusted in his own fashion.
This is a fascinating bock. The men are
treated with compassion and respect, and
their differing views about the war.and life

Herbicidal Warfarg: The RANCH

HAND Projectin Vietnam, by Paul
Froderick Cecil. Prasger, New York. 1986,
$29.95.

Hard-charging tankers and cavalrymen
should not be put off by the title of this
book. in terms of interest and insight,
Merbicida! Warfare delivers much more
than it seems to promise.

Paul Fredarick Cecil is o retired Air
Force officer writing about his war in
Vietnam. Cecil fought his war ag part of a
small company of brave pilots who flew
ungainly C123s while dumping an ocean
of herbicide on enemy-controiled jungle
and croplands across Indochina. The
author’s concise and straightforward nar-
rative pieces together the story of OPERA-
TION RANCH HAND from the tentative
expen‘mems of the early 1960s through
the program’s termination amidst a blaze

of media-fanned criticism in 1971, 1t is a-
fascinating history from mote than one:

point of view. First of all, the exploits of the
RANCHERS — whose near-daily exposure
to hostile fire made themi the war's most
shot-at pitots — makes a darn good story
in itsalf, Among the various characters
who appear in this book — bureaucrats,
brass hats, RVN officials, and critics of the
war — the air crews stand out clearly as
the heroes. Cecil is especiaily effective in
portraying the RANCHERS' celorful sub-
culiture, with its mixture of impudence and
professionalism, looniness and great
courage.

Al another level, the book provides
furthet evidence that the United States

fost the war because much of its colossal .
military effort was irrélevant. Although -

Cecil insists that defoliation and crop de-
struction were affective, he does not (and
perhaps cannot) muster a persuasive
case.

Roather than winning him over, Cecil's
argument is apt to leave the reader frus-
trated by the vision of 80 much'courage
wasted and s¢ much tressure invested
without reward. At its peak,:RANCH
HAND was dousing indochina wilh some
five miifion gations of Agent ORANGE and
Agent PURPLE each year. Dunnq_m_g
period 1967-1969. over a millioh-and-
half acres were sprayad annuslly. The
profligate use of resources was so great
that the Air Force at times followed up
defoligtion operations with .giant 862

enpressed by one O1 MY young Soiwrs.
“Ah, Agent ORANGE — Too bad they
didn‘t know it was cancerous boiorl they
started dropping it on peopls.”
A. J BACEVICH
LTC, Armor
2/3 ACR

MOSCOW, 1941: The Frozen

Offensive, by Janusz Piekalkiewicz.
Presidio Press, CA. 280 pages, $20.00.

Moscow, 1341 is literal proof of the old
adage that you cannot tell 8 book by its
cover, The cover is slick; in fact the entire
physical appearance (in¢cluding many ex-
cellent photographs) is impressive, it is
the text that disappoints.

Polish author Janusz Piekalkiewicz at-
tempts a chronological explication of the
1941 battle that halted German forces
just short of Moscow. Unfortunately, the
account is garbled by a lack of coherent
organization and focus. Qriginally pub-
lished in German, Moscow, 1347 is
further disheveled through indifferent
translation and editing.

Except for the opening chapter (which
ingiudes an odd, quote-in-fulf of the Ger-
man pre-Barbarcssa terrain study, left
adrift by Piekalkiewicz without any com-
mentary whatsoever), sach chapter un-
folds in two parts: 8 day-by-day chronol-
ogy and an "overview.” Though interest-
ing, tha anecdotal items composing the
chronologies too frequently have no con-
nection either 10 Major campaign events
of to each other. The overviews lack ana-
Iyticaf insight, and routinely skip over key
events or issues. For example, Piekalkie-
wicz fails to explore in depth the disa-
greements over strgtegy within the Ger-
man High Command, an¢ neglects any
meaningiful analysis of Soviet strategy
altogether gther then occasionat mislead-
ing refarences to the 1812 campaign
against Napofeon. He also shows little
understanding of the profound paiitigo-
mititary implications of Hitler's purge of
senior commanders in December 1941,
calling this instead “"a simple persennel
change.”

Such analysis as does occur is often
unsubstantiated or. even patently incor-
rect, as when Piekalkiewicz asserts in his
Foreward that Hitler erroneously believed
a blitzkrieg-type campaign would not suc-
ceed in Russia and therefore “launched a
war of atirition...instead of another blitz-

52— ARMOR: The Magazine of Mobile Warfare
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