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rOP 6RRET 
DEFB.:NSE ESCALATION 

PART I 

1. It is believed that most E,xperts would agree that 

the one thing (short of using atomic or hydrogen bombs) 

_most likely t;o bring the ,'tar to a conclusion is to cut 

off absolutely the infilterat;ion of troops and supplies 

from the Nort;h .. 

1 

2 •. It is notE,d from news sources that as of 26 september, 

1966, Allied Forces are already considering sealing" the 

Demilitarized Zone (just sout:h of the Song Ben Hai river) 

created by the 1954 Geneva agreement, a distance of 40 

miles. "JV(ili.tary sources indicate an effective force 

would need t,o total at lea'st. three (3) regiment.s and 

possibly four (Iy)--between 10,000 and 16,000 men". 

unfortunately, however, seali,ng this Demilit.arized Zone 

will not stop t.he infiltration. Enemy will continue to 

come i.n thru LAOS. To seal off the LAOTIAN border, a 

dist:mce of approximately 200 miles, would require (using 

the same yardstick as the experts used above for sealing 

the Demilitarized Zone) an additional 5 times as many 

troops or an additional fifteen (15) to twenty (20) 

regiments--between 50,000 and $0,000 men. Thus, sealing 

off the Demilitarized Zone AND the LAOTIAN Border would 

require 18 to 24 regiments--60,000 to 96,000 men. 
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And, if both the Demilitarized Zone and the LAOTIAN Border 

were effectively sealed off by troops the enemy would 

probably begin to infiltrate thru CAMBODIA which offers 

an additional border-line of approximately 525 milen to 

safeguard against infiltrat:ion and which would incrElase 

number of troops required to between 1)0,000 and 208,000. 

Delegating 'chis number of troops to the task of guarding 

the borders against infiltration mus'l:; certainly jeopardize 

the main objective of our forces, that of destroying the 

enemy in S. Viet Nam. 
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PART II 

1. Just as a premise, if it WE!re possible to construct a 

wall along thE! DEMILITARIZED ZONE and also all along the 

LAOTIAN Border which would offer an obstruction as 

effective as tb.e 'Iron Curtain' is in dividing Germany, 

then of course infiltration would stop. However, the 

terrain of ViElt Narn does not lend itself to such a 

project. The task of clearing the jungle area several 
, 

hundred yards on both sides of the wall would be so 

laborious as to make it impracticable. However, there 

is a simple and inexpensi ve w~,y to create an impassable 

obstruction, both in manpower and monetary costo 

2. MUSTARD GAS •. Phenyldichlorarsine (I'D) - persistency 
1 to 40 days 

A belt 400 ya"rds in breadth, wide enough" to forestall 

tunnelling, could be set up along the inner boundary of 

the DEMILITARIZED ZONE and all)o the LAOTAN Border. If 

deemed necessary this belt could be marked at its inner 

edge (S. Viet Nam side) by a barbed wire fence to keep 

out civilians., Witb.in this eBtablisb.ed belt the ground 

and foliage would be saturated with mustard gas (liquid). 

Nothing could pass thru this belt unless covered with 

protective impermeable clothing. And, it is doubtful 

that the enemy would be able to corne by tb.is item in 

any large quantity. 
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3. The nature of the terrain in Viet Nam lends itself 

particularly to the use of such a device. The climate 

is hot and moist and humid and there is an abundance 

of foliage. In such an area mustard gas would probably 

remain effective for months before weathering required 

additional saturation. 

4. This type of gas, liquid mustard, like Phosgene and 

Chlorine and the blood gases, will produce caualties 

if breathed. However, its most important function is 

to to produce.casualties simply by coming in contact 

with the skin, either in vapor or liquid form. A drop 

no larger than a pin head will produce a blister the 
Q<Jc-I'Iu-

size of a -na-±i'-dollar in a very few minutes. The 

wound (blister) does not heal easily. Needless to say, 

anyone exposed to it is quickly out of action, and for 

an extended period of time. 

5. The only way to get thru such a belt would be to use 

a bulldozer to scrape off all the soil and vegetation 

for a dept,h of at least 6 inches and pile it to the sides 

to clear a path. And, such a clearing operation could 

easily be stopped by either artilleqr or even rifle 

fire. 
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PART III 

1. Now, let us look at the practical nspects of using 

such a device -- if such a course of action was decided 

upon. 

2. It could be arranged thru the Army Chief of Staff to 

have the Chief of the Chemical Corps in for conference 

-- as secretly as possible (if any publicity arose con­

cerning intent~ons, it could simply become" known that 

because of the shortage of aid men the advisability of 

converting a battalion or two of Chemical Corps men to 

aid men was being considered. These men would need 

U.tt.le training or preparation for the job • 

. 3. The li.quid mustard could be carried (possibly in' 

tankers if proper precautionary measures vlere taken) 

to one of our ports nearest the DEMILITARIZED ZONE, 

loaded on large tanker-type helicopters, and then set 

down where needed along the D3MILI'fARIZED ZONE. There, 

it could be effectively distributed by trained tro~ps-­

possibly by mule-drawn tank \'1agons (A mule can thrive 

where trucks or even horses couldn't make it). Once 

the actu.al distribution of the item had gott(m under 

way the need for secrecy would have, to an extent, 

resolved itself. Consequently, by use of search lights 
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the operation could proceed on a 24-hour basis. Once 

the entire line (Dli;MILITAHIZED ZONE - LAOTIAN BORDER _ 

CM-lBODIAN BOHnER) had been satiurated, enough trained 

men could be kept in the area to maintain the device. 
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PART IV 

JUSTIFICATION 

1. After World war I, in which casualties from poison gas 

accounted for nearly 30 per cen~ of all American soldiers 

killed or wounded, the possibilities of chemical warfare 

were considered by the nations in the International Con­

ference on Limitation of Armaments held at W"ashington, D.C .. 

in 1921. By 1936, thirty-nine nations had agreed to accept 

. a League of Natic;ms b2n against the use of poison gas in 

warfare. Had the atomic bo.mb been perfected lilt the time 

of the conference, doubtless it too would have been banned o 

Italy diu not live up to this agreement in the Ita 10-

Ethiopian Wiir; 1935-1936 (Italy was the Qggressor'). 

Despite this fact, seemingly n<il ill feeling exists today 

agair!st Italy because of it. 

2. I am not a hn.yer but I believe that it is an accepted 

fact (based on Old English La,.) that a man is entitled to 

take whatever steps necessary to repel an invader of his 

domicile. If that be true then why would not a nation 

(S. Viet Nam) be entirely justified in taking whatever 

steps necessary to safeguard the sanctity of its borders. 

If the gas were handled as indicated earlier (within the 

borders of S. Viet Nam) no ill effects would be suffered 

by the enemy--prbvided he ceased cro.ssing these borders. 

,---,------' -----1--------------------
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Am sure that there are several able international lawyers 

in the State Depatment, the U.N., and the Supreme Court 

who could quite capably justify this DEFENSIVE J:<:SCALATION. 

J. Initially, criticism, both from wit,hin and without the 

country, would exist. Mr. Truman went through something 

. like that when the first atomic bomb was dropped. But, 

criticism has a way of disappearillg.in,the face of success. 

And, any action which brought the enemy to the conference 

t'able within 4' to 6 months must surely be hailed as an ' 

outstanding success. Further j if this war were ended the 

entire nation would be much more likely to accept a con­

tinuation of the great social legislation already initi.ated. 
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PART V 

RSCONSIDSHATION 

1. In considering any action it behooves us to consider 

what the enemy might do--or rather, what he could do. 

"\Ilould he retaliate in kind? 

a. He might. Russia has the ¢apability of waging 

extensive and up-to-date chemieal warfare. Shortly 

after World "\I]ar II ended Russia moved whole chemical-

producing factories from Germa~y to Russia; also large 

quanti tj.es of a gas known as "CP' agents (deadliest and 

quickest.-acting gas known). 

b. China mayor may not, have $uch a capability (our 

intelligence could a1lcertain). She once had a reputation 

of being far ahead in chemical matters but I am not 

sure' this reputation was deserved. It probably resulted 

from the Chinese magician's frequent use of alchemy, etc. 

2. Airplanes: - One of the most efficient ways of dis­

persing gas over a large area ( a comparatively cleared 

area - not jungle) is by use of the tanker plane. The 

news media has not indicated that the enemy has much of 

an air force. 

J. Artillery and mortar fire: - Yes, provided he could 

get enough ammunition. It is doubted that his already 
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overb~rdened transport on the Ho Chi Minh trail could 

handl~ the additional requirements for chemical warfare. 

4. If the enemy decided to retaliate by using gas in the 

combat areas of S. Viet Nam he must, Gf necessity, first 

equip'his troops with gask masks. probably 500,000 to 

·750)0~0 would be needed. These would have to come down 

the H9 Chi :Minh trail from China or Russia; a route 

which'would already have been blocked by our ~ mile 

impas$able belt. 
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VI 

SUMMARY 

1. To win the war at any foresep.able time in the near 

futur~ we must stop the enfiltration of supplies and 

repla4ements from the Northo 

2. To stop this enfiltratiQn by use of manpower alone 

would require mo're troops than we Can detach from'the 

main cjlbjective Clf destroying the enemy already in S. 

Viet Nam. 

3. Itil.S believed that the enfiltration could be 
-+-

stopp~d by creation of a border belt saturated with 

a blistering agent (liquid ~lustard). 

The plj'oject could be termed DEFENSE ESCALATlqN and 

could!be justified for the reasons given above. For 

that ~atter we have been engaged in chemical warfare 

for s~me time (not tear gas). The use of Napalm bombs 

is on~ of the most violent and drastic forms of chemical 

warfaJt'e; as is the flame thrower. 

5. The project should be relatively inexpensive. 

Gener$l estimated requirements: two (2) battalions of 

train$d dispersing troops; two (2) or three (3) 

ta nkers; a few tanker helicopters; a larger number of 
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old t~me (mule drawn) tank wagons; and, possibly enough 

back-~ype dispensing tanks to f;ill in the areas inaccessible. 
I 

to th~ mule-drawn wagons. 
I 
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6. Re~U:lts'should be relatively inunediate. Known enfilt-. ; , , 
',I,' 

ratio~ points would be saturated inunediately--with the 

gaps !:1eing filled in later. 

7. Ar~a expo.sed ft mile belt) would not be permanently 
I "" 
i 

pGison:edj after 6 months to a year of weatherIng no ill 

effect:s w(!)uld be experienced. There are methods of 
! 

check:ijng this saftey factor. 
I 

i 

8. Eneimy Is net equipped to retaliate by instituting gas 

warfaJ:1e in the battle areas of S. Viet Nam. He is not 

prese~tly equipped with gas masks. He does net have the 

air f9rce to disperse gas by air. The addition of 

artil~ery and mortar gas shells to his already over­

burde~ed transport. 'lIQuId curtail his regular transport 

of H.m. and small arms ammunition--and other necessary 
i 

suppli!es. 

9. By iinitiating suc.h a project we begin to take. 
, 

advantjage of the terrain and climate and offset the 

treme~dous advantage which these factors have so far 

given !to the enemy. 


