ViETNAM CONTINUED .

rockllke substance m wh|ch noth-
ing will grow.

wrld anlmal life have been altered
thr0ugh ‘the " interruption of food
" “chains and the near extinction of
. several rare species. The regener-
.. ation of vast jungle areas that are
" pollinated by enimals and insects

ed in turn. Elephants, often used
. by both sides for transportation,
are shot on sight, while the tiger
population has soared as a con-
: sequence .of an abundant supply
' of fresh human meat,
There are even reports of wom-‘
.en giving birth to. monsters, though
most occurrences.are not reported.
because of nonexistent proce-
- dures for compiling statistice. The
~Saigon. Ministry of Health classi-
. fied the files of malformed babies
" as “gecret” in 1969. S
Quietly, the whole nature of In-
dochinese agriculture 'is being
. changed by the aerial destruction.
. In 1964, South Vietnam exported
i+ 48,563 metric tons of rice. The fol-
lowing year, largely because of
i bombing and gpraying, South Viet-
| " nam imported 240,000 metric tons
of rice. In 1968, the figure rose to .
. 877,000 tons. The destruction of
rice has meant the destruction of a
culture, The people of Asia have
"“been growing and eating rice for
5,000 years. Rice ig central not
% only to their diet but to the entire
spiritual relationship between the
Vietnamese people and the natural -
o.oworld. 'If a Vietnamese has not .
:eaten rice, though he may have
- eaten other foods that day, he con:
.= siders himself not to have eaten at
: _‘all During the day, Vietnamese
pften greet each other with the
words, "An Com Chia?" literally,
“'Eat cooked rice yet?" '

he destruction of the
rice crop has meant that

- nection between peas-
- ant and earth is broken. .
. Without the rice to plant, grow and
harvest, thé village is without func-
tion or meaning, even if it is not
bombed or burned. A man forced
“off his land is left without reason
#to exist or connection with the’
e world around him. He becomes a
purposeiess human being,. " :
=-For the people of Vietnam, the
.immediate consequence of the
:bombing and. the destruction of
" their. crops has been the growth of
ithe ! refugee camps. Such camps
‘are - usually located in “secure -
areas,” away from trees or hills.
“They are placed in the baking sun
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laterization may set in in many
areas, turning the soil into 2 hard,

“Reports indicate that patterns of

rather than air currents are affect- -

" refugees ware in camps and 475,-

- ration anthropologist Gerald Hick-

“the'fundamental con- "

. signed to be, to more than three
- most Vietnamese cities. Da Nang,

. of25,000 to 300,000 in five years.
" Similarly, Phnom Penh, the capital”

-a miltion to two million in eight

.partment of Government at Har-
. vard University, and a long-time

- Foreign Affairs, July, 1968. He
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Without the rice to
plant, grow and

This means that, as of
Ty seven million "Viet
nearly’ haffthe populat

: Vletnam) had become

.could be cut off if there were " 'di-
rect application of mechanical and’
conventional power ...on such a.
massive scale ‘as. to produce. a
massive mngratron ‘from --countr g

"' According to Royal |

‘ -~ side to city." : Cernment figurea in 1t
harVGSt’ vula’ge and ‘ The city of Saagon perhaps best-: lion people thers hav
o illustrates this tactic of forced ur-  placed since the U.S.
peasa:nt have no . banization. In December, 1954, an ~sive bombing of Patt
funetlon or meamng - article in the Christian Science  territory in 1968. Laos
' ' : * Monitor described Saigon as the -, lation of only three
L. - " y

“Paris of the East.” In a.scant two .
'years, the same paper began to -Monde, who was in the
- run articles describing Saigon asa ' Sam'Neua, a Pathet L
city in which “labor shortages due " but two villages ther
to the war have made services' . destroyad as early as
worse than usual. The streets are' then, the U.S. has beer:
very dirty. Huge piles of uncollect 20,000 sorties’ a montl
ed trash and rotting garbage lie. "Neua. One can only gi
about, and sanitation is sadly lack-  fect the February invas
ing.” Saigon has become one of ' has had on the alre:
the ugliest and most congested refugee crisis in that co

cities in the world, with an average o

population of 140 persons per acre i

(Tokyo has 63): ;

The overriding problem. of crwl-,_:.- -
ian dislocation, -euphemistically
called "pacification,” is one that
the American military have never -

‘taken seriously. The index of Gen-

eral Westmoreland's final report

on the war includes five refer-
ences to “Refugees”—all with the
misteading subtitle, "Care of...."

There Is no serious discussion or

even statistical reference in that

report to the disruption that has

been taking place.in the. country- °

side because of U.S, firepower..
In June, 1969, John Hannah, head

of the Agency for International De- -

velopment, told Sen. Edward Ken- .

nedy’s Subcommittee on Refugees

that 3.2 miltion Vietnamese had

"become homeless” since 1965. A

chart accompanying the testimony

tists 1,328,517 of them as “current

temporary refugees’ for 1968.

Then, there is an asterisk referring

_ to a footnote in minute print: "Ref.

. ugees are defined as persons who ' as the B-52 raids increas
leave their home for war releted . justified. in..conjecturing
reasons, and have not'yet reestab- /' people are simply bein¢
lished a permanent home. Statis- .~ their villages witho-
tics do not include victims of the brought into a.pacificat

- Tet and May offensives numbering where they can be tabule-
in excess of 1,000,000." . Fact has been piled or.
" Hannah's report further states _of them are new and fowe
that 612,101 of these ' current tem- .+ of shocking. The immen:
porary refugees” are "in .camp.' * destruction in the Indoch
Another 600,105 are listed as "‘out  has led to a kind of natio:
of camp™ or “elsewhere.” It all' ness that is only mome:

. sounds like a reasonably manage-" .. terrupted by. another esc.
able proposition. But as any hon- i invasion. - Government °
est refugee adviser in the prov- ~speak of * urbanlzatwn
inces of Vietnam- is quick to point,  tive reaction,” “crop con!

. out {since he has to work with ac- “Viatnamization." But
tual. people, not fantasy-fand fig-':- words are incapable of ¢~
ures), official statistics only deal " just what it is that the U.S
with “classified” refugees, Con-":-to Vietnam-and the rest

servative estimates place the fig-“"" china, The crime is'a n

ure of dislocated people at twice . ecocide, our addition to t/

the number of those “classified."-f".{:of man’s Inhumanity. to me

cording to Jacques Der
on bulldozed lots surrounded by

barbed wire. Small houses with
tin roofs that cause them to heat
up like ovens under the tropical
sun are lined up like cars on a
parking lot. U.S. surplus-commod-
ities, dietary food and food banned
in the U.S. because of cyclamates
are brought in to replace the native.
rice. Here a refugee, or "'de-
tainee,” frequently separated even
from friends and family in the
evacuation shuffle, is “resettled.”

As with every other aspect of
the war, statistics on refugees
"have almost no real meaning. Au-

thorities in Vietnam have compiled
“statistics™ to give the illusion that
the problem is not totally out of
hand. Their figures give only an in-
complete, shadowy picture of the
devastating reality.

On December 28, 1967, the New
York Times reported that although
the military have “classified” two
million Vietnamése as refugees, a
“competent source™ put the figure
at four million. Meanwhile, officiats
claimed that 309,000 “classified"

11970, a report of
Subcommittee o
~said that in Camt:
popuiation of se
one million” refu
already been "' generate
know that the Lon l\
‘generated” some 101
gees from the ethnic \
. population living in Car
_before the invasion ¢
sanctuaries last spring
know that since then, t+
provided uniimited ai-
Lon Nol's tragicomic ar
cities llke Snoul, where
of people lived, have
stroyed. And yet, in sp
obvious escalation ¢f +
and the inevitable rural «
that must. follow, U.S. .
~continue to claim, ever
satisfaction, that the ref.
lem is under control.
.One wonders where ;
ugees went. They begar.
pear from our consciou:

000 were “elsewhere.” Where is
“elsewhere”? Journalists in Saigon
are usually told that the refugees
‘are "staying with relatives.” One
can understand what this means
by seeing the squalid overcrowd-
ing of South Vietnamese cities.

In February, 1970, Rand Corpo-°

ey said, "lust 15 years ago, all but
15 percent of the South Vi-etnam-.__
ese people lived in rural areas.
Now, 80 percent. live in urban
areas. Saigon has grown from a
city of 300,000, which it was de-

million.” The pattern Is the samein

for example, has grown froma city

of Cambodia, has grown from half
months. This kind of “urbaniza-.
tion” is a tactic that Samuel P.:
Huntington, chairman of -the De-.

supporter of the war, advocated in

claimed that Vietcong support




