
Mr. MaX C:leland 
V.teRna Adminlatration A4min1ltrator 
Votu ... A.mlnlatration Cont .. l Offloo 
810 Vermont Ave. N. w. 
W"'hington. D.O. 20420 

Doar 31r. 

I wllth .to thA~k ~o\,l .. nd your Of'lanllllat1on tOf' _ OPPGM\U\l ty to 
vidt the V.torana Aclmln1a1ft.t1on on 26 Novembor. TbtI br1tl1n& ,.. ••• n.' 
by Doctor F .... nk IAlvenaon H&U4ina tho ""ont O1'ango" tuuion and the 
on-going .010ntl110 .tUlly ft' ,x.oU.nt. . 

The Ranoh Hand Vietnam AII.oola tlon tully 'u",,- .ount1tio 
lnvo't1gatlon into tM ·"ont Orango" fl"o.tion with· tho h'" that the 
oontroveray 11111 finally be laid to Het. 

It 1. DfII 'O.11ot that 0" .ovel'_at may be •••••• lntohono .. lnc 
ola11118 Hsulting 11' ... "omet10_1 30VRll11.m" whiohtbS. ••• 'O'.ot hq 
,e ..... _4 an« whlob .0\114 ettoot fI", u.._kere. aM .... ~ ........... 
ThepoPOnantt of tbtl "Alont ora.ace d .... tlon .. aHwl¥U\J.1IC tn. 
Ph;v8hlogioal ba1ltlO w!th uniJ'lfOJ"_d:. mOle.,11\1 ... ,; I.n1._t., ' ....•... 
"PQ~.ntl,g .. ' T. he •• ~nalll.""'oil... ...... not." being ... 0. hlLl~. '.' ..... ·.Of _ ......... H....'.·· ... : ........ ' .. ' ..... ".· .. · .. · .. : 
"nd'~a "preHn'll tn. tao'tll Hc .... 'lna' .. .5T. _~.t ., .• '/.(.//,/ 
kftuokl. tm4 ... to •• 0111 .. 11 •• at a o .. t that J •••• , .... lnI.·;·}< .. '. 

A. a veteraa of ,. 70ft In notnam with OJlQ'ation Ranoh Hand, 
I hAve .... alth of ex".,," .. with I4ST "114 I .. m ..... of the faot •• · 
I toar 0" ,over_nil. may make a ooa'lli' aM le.. than. hontat .eelalon 
•• nooming thia quoUon. . 

Again thank yeu tOf! tn.o oppOI'tWlity to via"" the V.tora_ Acl.l ...... tion.. 

RO.peottulli'. 
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Veterans 
Administration 

FEBRUARY 2 1 1980 

Major Jack Spey, USA~, (Ret). 
p'resident 
Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 

Dear lftj6£ Spey! ~\-

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

Thank you for your letter about Agent Orange. I am 
delighted that you were able to visit with us and to hear 
about our efforts to resolve the issue of Agent Orange'. 
effects on human health. 

I completely agree with your position that the question of 
Agent Orange's toxicity for humans should be subjected to 
very careful scientific study. Accordingly, I have directed 
my staff to undertake such studies and to encourage similar 
activities by other federal agencies. I am pleased to report 
that we are making substantial progress toward this goal. 

It is my hope that you and the other members of the Ranch Hand 
Vietnam Association will continue to provide the VA with 
assistance in our programs related to Agent Orange. Your 
contributions will materially help us achieve our objectives 
in these programs. 

Sincerely, 

~u 
Administrator' 


