Mr. Robert P, Nimme

Administrator Elect

Vetsrans Administration

Yetsrans Administration Central O0ffice
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W.

Washingten, D.C, 20420

Dear Mr., Nl.mu-

Conoerning the “"Agent Orange” controversy, I wish to
offer my personal support, and that of the Ranch Hand Yietnanm
Ms:;i.l.t{cn. for the stand taken by the Vetsrans Administration

It i3 my bellef that there 1z no health hasard assooiated
with contact with the herbleide 24D/245T. It iw alsoc my bellef
that owr government may be stanmpeded inte honoring olaims am a
result of the smotionalized journalism which this subject has _
generated, and which may affect the thinking of our liw makers
and adminigtraters. ' - : S | -

Thh proponsnts of the “Agent Orange connection® are
winning the psyohologieal battle b{ using emotionslism and
nisleading and sclentifically invelid infermation.

The veterans of Opsration Ranch lhnd’ |ye preparsd to
assist your office in any way possible. '

Sincerely, |

~John R« Spey
USAF Major (RET) | e
-mu‘dent., Ranch Hand vs.otmm_Ma.'

JSim}

Eno, Ranch Hand Blo
Spey Blo




Office of the Washington, D.C. 20420
Administrator
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Veterans
Administration
JETERANEG,
JULY, 141981
§ VAL ™
- Major John R. Spey, USAF, Retired %;}» z
Ranch Hand Vietnam Association %, ‘-zf
850 Tarpon Drive Q%w &
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 S Aoms®

Dear Major Spey:

Thank you for your letter of June 23, 1981, offering your
personal support as well as that of the Ranch Hand Vietnam
Association for the stand taken by the Veterans
Administration concerning the Agent Orange issue.

I assure you that our actioens on this sensitive matter
will continue to be guided by sound scientific and medical
evidence. The Veterans Administration is listening to the
many Vietnam veterans and their families who belleve that
Agent Orange exposure has caused health problems. We
share their concerns and have embarked, as you know, on a
research effort to determine whether there is a cause-
effect relationship between exposure to Agent Orange and
any of the symptoms or diseases reported by some veterans.

It is the position of the Veterans Administration that we
can best serve the interests of Vietnam veterans concerned
about Agent Orange through our research activities.
Unfortunately, investigations are proving difficult and
time-consuming. We cannot and will not abandon Vietnam
veterans in immediate need. We have and will continue to
provide every eligible veteran with appropriate medical
treatment regardless of causation of illness or injury.
On the other hand, we will continue to refuse to accept
unsupported claims of injury from Agent Orange. We will
do what we can to allay anxieties engendered in veterans
by the unsubstantiated warnings that they are endangered
by service in Vietnam.

We very much appreciate your support of Vietnam veterans
and our program.

Sincerely,

For and in the
absence of



