
Mr. Robert P. N111111lO 
".1II1n1..-l'&tor Elec1l 
Veterans ... ain1.trat10n 
Voterana ".1II1n1.tratlon Oentral Ottic. 
810 V.r .. nt "'"mut. N.W. 
Walhineton, D.C. 20410 

Dear Mr. Nll11110 I 

oono.mlne the "",ent on.ngo" oontro,""y. I wl.h to 
otttr 'IIIl¥ per.onal IUpport. alld that ot the Ranoh Halld n.v.. 
"1.o.aUon, tor the .talld taun b7 the Vtteranll Adain1atratlon 
on thl. 1,.... . 

It U 'IIIl¥ \M11et that ther.e 1. no health halAl'. al •• olate. 
w1th contaot with the hell'bioU. 240/24JT. It u alao ., \MUer 
tha1l our gO,"l'nII8n1l ay \M •• .,. ••• lnto honorlne olaiM .. a 
NI"lt ot the '1II01l10nalbo, 3ournaU. •• whloh till. I"bl.ot hU 
goneratocl. alld whloh ay attoot 1Ihe thlNd.ne fit our. 1&W _un 
and a.ainl.tratorl. <,-, 

Tl* proponente of the .... '.ntora. oonneotlon" are 
winnlne the payohololloal battle b7 .!nc ... Uo.lull alld 
lIill_cling alld .01ont1l10&117 1 •• 11a lnt .... 1I10 •• 

The ".t ..... nII ot operat10n Ranoh HaNt ..... prepared to 
••• 1.t your ortio. in a~ way pOl.1blo. 

Eno. Ranoh Hand Blo 
SP07Blo 

Sino.rely, 

, 
.' /:./ 
: ; 



,,' 

Veterans 
Administration 

JULYJ 141981 

Office of the 
Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 

Major John R. Spey, USAF, Retired 
Ranch Band Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Port walton Beach, FL 325'8 

Dear Major Spey: 

Washington, D.C. 20420 

Thank you for your letter of June 23, 1981, offering your 
personal support as well as that of the Ranch Band Vietnam 
Association for the stand taken by the Veterans 
Administration concerning the Agent Orange issue. 

I assure you that our acti0ns on this sensitive matter 
will continue to be guided by sound scientific and medical 
evidence. The Veterans Administration is listening to the 
many vietnam veterans and their families who believe that 
.!\gent orange exposure has caused bealth problems. We 
share their concerns and have embarked, as you know. on a 
research effort to determine whether there is a cause­
effect relationship between exposure to Agent Orange and 
any of the symptoms or diseases reported by some veterans. 

It is the position of the Veterans Administration that we 
can best serve the interests of Vietnam veterans concerned 
about Agent orange through our research activities. 
Unfortunately, investigations are proving difficult and 
time-consuming. We cannot and will not abandon Vietnam 
veterans in immediate need. We have and will continue to 
provide every eligible veteran with appropriate medical 
treatment regardless of causation of illness or injury. 
on the other hand, we will continue to refuse to accept 
unsupported claims of injury from Agent Orange. We will 
do what we can to allay anxieties engendered in veterans 
by the unsubstantiated warnings that they are endangered 
by service in Vietnam. 

We very much appreciate your support of Vietnam veterans 
and our program. 

Sincerely, 

...... , ..... ft IUld in the 
absenoe ot 


