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Attention, Lt.tt.e.r to the Editor 

Ref.r'nc'l Article "Still Living with the War", June 8, 1981 

Dear Sirl 

I take exception to the int.rence that dioxin was a aigniticant 
ingrdl.ntto the defoliant 24D/245-T, referred to by ti lIIUJ.I. aa 
"Agent Orar!8'"' Dioxin waa a contaminant in the defo1iant~14I>1245-T 
measuring 40 to' 80 parts p.r million. Thi. can hardly 'be called a 
"ma30r ingredi.nt" • The defoliant 24n1245-T was wid.ly used. in the 
United Sta't •• and throughout the world. tor years b.tor. it waa 
introduced. in Southeaat Asia. 

Tllroughol.tt the history ot Operation Raneh Han4.tt'le USAF organitlation 
who.e miasion it was to spray d.foliants. 1200 IIItn prOlldly •• rved. 
In api te ot the high degr .. and frequ.ncy of oontact th ••• men had 
with the d.eto1iant. no unusual h.a1th prcblellll were obaerved. No 
oredible .ci.ntitio evidence exiats. to .upport the 01&1me that 
oontaotwlth the detoliant 24n/245-T represents a~a1th hallard. 

A U.S. veteran has avaUab1e to him the t1 .. *t and most generous 
veterana program in the world.. With thia gerseroaity,l'l.oWlver, there 
ia a chance the System wlUbe abused. Por'tW'lataly, the ma30rity who 
served their country ln southeast Asia did s. proud.ly and v •. 
accepting the 3ust b.netl ta t. whloh they &1" rightfully .nti ned. 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beaoh, FL '2548 

Sincer.ly, 

Jaok spay, USAF Maj (RET) 
~a1d.ent, RanClh Hand Vietnam 

As •• ciation 
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Dear Major Spey: 

TIMe. & LIFE eUILDING 

AOCK~rE~~EA CENTER 

NEW YORK 10020 

ISABEL KOURI 
a:OITOAIAI.. 01"1"ICII:5 

June 26, 1981 

Dioxin is one of the most toxic chemicals known. Despite the 
fact that it is only one of several ingredients in Asent Orange, 
it is the specific ingredient that has been linked to cancer, 
liver damage, malfunction of the body's immune system, etc., by 
Viet Nam veterans exposed to the herbicide. Just a few days ago 
the Senate overwhelmingly approved federally financed medical 
treatment for these veterans. But a study has been ordered by 
Congress to assess those possible links, and perhaps this study 
will ultimately resolve the scientific controversy about Asent 
Orange. Thank you for giving us your opinion that the risks of 
exposure have been exaggerated. Your letter would have made a 
good contribution for the column and we are sorry we lacked the 
space to publish it. 

Major Jack Spey 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Fort Walton Beach 
Florida 32548 
IK:sb 

Sincerely, 

l.~ If' uri 


