June 10, 1981

TIME

Time & Life Bullding
Rockeffer Centey
New York, N.Y. 10020

Attention: Ietter to the Editer e
Refersnce: Article “Still Living with the War”, June 8, 1981
Dear Sir: S

I take exception to the Inferensce that diexin was & significant
ingredient to the defoliant 24D/245-T, referred to¢ by thé pmedis as
"Agent Orange”. Dioxin was a contaminant in the defoliant 24 8-T
measuring 40 to 80 parts per million, This can hardly be called a
"ma jor ingredient”. The defoliant 24D/245-T was widely used in the
United States and throughout the world for years bafore it was
introduced in Southeast Asis. -

Throughout the history of Operatlion Ranch Hand, the USAF organization
whase mission it was to spray defoliants, 1200 men proudly served.
In spite of the high degree and frequency of contaet thess men had
with the defollant, no unusual health probleme were observed, No
eredible scientific evidenoe exists to support the elaims that
contact with the defolimnt 24D/245-T represents a health hazard.

A U,S. veteran hag available te him the finest and most generous
veterana program in the world. With this generosity;howbver, there
is a chance the system will be abused. Fertunately, the majority who
served their country in Southesast Asla did so proudly and are
accepting the just benefits to which they are rightfully entitled.

Sincersly,

Jack Spey, USAF Maj (RET)
President, Rench Hand Vietnam
© Assosiation

850 Tappon Dr.
Ft. Walton B.‘Gh. FL 325“8



TIME & LIFE BUILDING
ROCKEFELLER CEWTER

TIM

THE WBBHELY NEWSMAGAZINE

[ 1]

NEW YORK IC020

ISABEL KOURI
EDITORIAL ©FFICES

June 26, 1981

Dear Major Spey:

Dioxin is one of the most toxic chemicals known., Despite the
fact that it is only one of several ingredients in Agent Orange,
it is the specific ingredient that has been linked to cancer,
liver damage, malfunction of the body's immune system, etc,, by
Viet Nam veterans exposed to the herbicide. Just a few days ago
the Senate overwhelmingly approved federally financed medical
treatment for these veterans. But a study has been ordered by
Congress to assess those possible links, and perhaps this study
will ultimately resolve the scientific controversy about Agent
Orange. Thank you for giving us your opinion that the risks of
exposure have been exaggerated. Your letter would have made a
good contribution for the column and we are sorry we lacked the
space to publish it.

Sincerely,

_d\ abel Kouri

Major Jack Spey

. 850 Tarpon Drive
Fort Walton Beach
Florida 32548
IK:sb



