31 July 1981

VYoterans Headguarters -
405 Metor Avenus
Les Angeles, CA 90034

Dety Mg« Hmight:

‘This i’ in vesponie to your letter requesting information about the
Ranch Hand Vistrnam Assooiation. In 1966 several Vietnam vetsrans of
Operation Ranch Hand iiving in Pt. Walten Beach, Florida decided to
hold a reunion of former Ranch Hand members. FPersonmal records were
exanined in an effort to loocate as mRny individuals as possible. As &
rosult of official and perseral efforts, a roster of approximately 800
individuals was produced by 1981, munim have bsen held annually

_~ainge 1967 mml the Asscciation publishes four newsletters annually.

The objective of this organization is to maintain centest with as many
formér mémbers of Operation Raneh Hand as pessidlo and to maintain and
shire the gsonmoradary and es sprit do corps for which the unit was
noted for in Vietnam. _ - o

 The enclosed newjetter outilnes in brief detail the 1ifetime

epidenmiology study managed and funded by the Alr Foree. '

The¥s —is ne douWy thdt USAP air erew and ground miifitehance
personnel of Operation Ranoh Hand experienced the most freguent and
direct cuntact with the herbleide 20D/2457T (erange). Te our knowledge
during the entire Vietnam involvement (1962 - 1971), thare wers never
any symptoms that manifested themmelvas following expesurs to highly
flourinated hydre carbons such ag dloxin. There were no unueual
unexplained physical problems: Annuslly, USAF alr evews received
therough flight physienls. The mer worked and lived collectively
together and any unusunl problems such as oloraone (the hallmmrk
synptom of exposurs to dloxin) whuld net have gone umnotioced or
unreported had they bean present. TM&X the Raneh Hand Vistnam
Association knows of no individuals 'h‘m.nﬁ- physioal problems that can
be linked to vontact with the herbiocide 25D/2457. Vaild solentific
date shows no onuse and effect relationship betwesn ceontact with
24D/245T7 und health related problems in spite of the presence of the
traos contaminant dioxin measuring & scant 2 parts per millien.



-

It is the Asﬁoeiatlon!ulboliif that the herbicide 24D/2457, used in
Vietrnam, the United Statas and throughout the world, was a safe and
proven herbicide and it posed or peses no risk to people Involved

with the handling or disbursal of the chemieal.

~ In your letter you mentioned the pomssibility "that I have

migtalkenly become involved in *'fighting® an organization such as the
Vetsrans Administration without knowing that it is indeed trying to
do its best..." I offer this. A United States veisran has avallable
to him the finest and most generous veterans program in the worldd. As
with many large organiszations, there are cccasional delays due to size
and buresucracy, and sems 1ndivtdualu may pargeive & eertain degree of
insensitivity. Fortunately this is the exeeption rather than the rule
and, on clese sxamination, the Veterans Administration performs an
admirable job adwministering preograms approved by the Congress. These
programs available te U.S. veterans arn-ﬁfnnrauu»&ndui&wmnd there is
the pessibility that this generoslity will be or is being abused by a
emall minority. Fortunftely the majority who served their oountry in
Southesst Amia did so proudly and are receiving the just benefits to

e

‘which they are rightfully entitled under the law.

' . ‘Sincerely,
Jack Spey
USAP Major (RET)
JSim} | | |

Ene.

Ranch Hand Vietnam Auﬁéﬁinfiﬁn‘
8%0¢ Tarpon Drive '
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548



e :
Vieterans Hdqtrs.
3405 Motor Ave

Los Angeles, Ca.,90034
(213)204~-6472

Dear Jack Spay,

Your neme was glven to me by & guy named Bruce Herbert, a staff mem-
ber of the House Veterans Affalrs Committee. He sald that you were in-
volved as an actlivist...what exactly 1t 1s that you do he left unclear in
my mlind.

Durling the past weeks I have been Involved as & supporter of the
Vietnam veterans who felt compelled by desperation to go on a Hunger Strike
to dreaw more sttention to the fact that Vletnam veterans have been gilven
less attentlion than they deserve by the government that sent them to
war. Whether thelrs was the best way to go, there 1s no denylng the fact
thet they managed to get the plight of the Vietnam vet into some of the
national publications. When the Congressional hearing took place on
ThHursdey, July 16th, there were some grievances brought back to light.

One was that there needs to be some definlte action taken by the VA
to ensure treatment of symptoms of exposure to toxlic herbicides used in
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodla. The VA's answer to testlmony glven by Viet
vets was that they were doing all that 1s possible to treat vets...but that
sclentlsts don't really know what the harm that dloxin might be responsible
for 1s....1f that 1isn't a mouthful....in fact, Thomas Daschle, Dem. from
S3outh Dekota who presided as c¢helrman over the hearing asked Coy(the big
gun)grom the VA who represented them "isn't that really just a bunch of
bull

Herbert sald that there 1s to be some kind of examinstion to take
plece in September--4 days worth--of members of (Operation Ranch Hand,
It interests me that this 1s teking place. If you could tell me what
aort of letter they sent to you and to other members of OFH, and tell me
what sort of response the VA got from you, I would sesppreclate 1t. The
Agent Orange questlion 1s one that arrouses curiosity from everyone that
we come 1n contact with. Untll recently, we were unaware that anything
like the proposed 4 day examlnation was teking place. Because of the
~outcry of the Vietnam veterans, the governmKent (not perfect....)has been
shown in less thaen & favorable light. If there 1s a possibility that I
have mistakenly become 1nvolved in "fighting™ an orgenization such as
the VA without knowlng that 1t 18 indeed trylng to do 1ts best as I was
told...I would like to know what their "best™ 1s.

In establishing en organization such as ours, 1t 1s neccessary to -
become familier with other established groups...lf you caen find the time
to tell me what the purpose of RIVA 1s, I would appreciate it. There
a re Beveral people here and 1n other states who have contacted me in the
past weeks who particlpated In Operation Ranch Hand, perhaps they would
be interested in knowing about you.

Thank you,
Mé W’ '
Darla A. Halgat

PS Its late and my typing was never high guality stuff...forglve pleasegp. ‘$;



