
MIl. Darla A. Haight 
V.t.rans Head'luarun .. 
,,405 MotOJi"~Wnwt 
Lol Ang.:... .. Cl 900,4 

Dear MI. Haight, 

n July 1981 

T)),l. 1. inrh,pen8. to your l.tter J!!e, ... UI'll int.matien about the 
Ranoh Hand Vietntua A •• oc1at,lon.ln 1966.0.:ral Vietnam ._:rana of 
operaU.n Ranoh HandU:v1na $.n J.l'1i. walton .... ch, Fl.ida ct •• Ued t. 
hold a Humen of t •• 1" Ranoh Hand.~I'II. H .... nal recorda _re 
exalll1ne41n an .ft ..... to 10 ... _ ... 1\1 iM1victuals ... ,.81ble. M a 
:re.ult .f.ttielalaM ,.:raenal elf.I'.1 a :r .. te~ ot appoxl._1y 800 
indivi4ua_ .. produ.e. b7 1981. bun OM haW been heU ann_l1,y 

.--81l\Oe 1961 and the ........ lati.n ,UbU.he.tour no .. let_rl ann_l1,y •. 
The .b~ •• t1ve.t thi. 0l'ganll&1:10n 18 to malntaln .ontaot wlth ... -1\1 
t .... r •• ~" .f o,.fttiem Ranoh Hand u pe.,S-ble and to.1nta1nan4 
sh&J'e the ..... ,.dary and el ."it d. .or,. tOI' whioh the unit wa. 
noted. fol' in Vietnallt 

. The onol .. ed lie.otto.. .utli_. in brS.of •• ta11 the 11to"1me . 
e1l1« •• 1010Q .tUlly manage. and turd.d by the 41r F .. t.· . 

------Th." bnoctou1#ttHllo US4,f all' on. an4 po\Uld .~no. 
peno.1 of o,.raUonRanqh Hand e:u-rlenoe. 1ohtllloat tl'''''''nt and 
d1l'l0t un_.t wlth the. Rol'b!.o14e 14D/1.P5T (..,,,,.). To ... · lmew1M •• 
d\ll'lng lohI ent1l'l Vietna. involveIlllU'lt(1$62 .. 1911" thl" ":ranewl" 
any 811llP.tO.that manite._d the •.•. 1'" .• to110.i", ex,. un. to. hi.ahl.y 
110\11'1._. hybo oarbono IUoh ... di.,.. fhl" .ftH. no llmiIIIJua1 
~'lalR04 ,..._ ... b .. _ ...... :u". USAF a1r .... " .. ,'" 
t)uW(Nghfl1ght ,,".11; The.n worke4 and 11_4 •• U .. oloiv.1,y 
tot.thel' and any ,", .. Ulf.1 proble. IUO~ a. olol'&ono ("he ... hal111Ut 
IYIIIP"OIll of ox, ...... '0 41oxln) wtuU .not ha\fil 10no unnOll~'" 01' 
unnporte' had they be.n PH .. nt. Today 'the Ranoh HandVl ••• 
AI.oolation kno .. of no 1ruSividua1l haYing p'hyd"'l Prable'.· that oan 
be llRlled to oontaotwl"h the herbicide '4Dl"5T'" valid so1entifio 
data Iho .. no .a.o aM effoot relaUenohlp betwen oentaot with 
24D/2451' and healloh "latect prob1l .. in ,.1_ 01 the ," •• nee 01 lohe 
tra.. oemtallihant diox1n mealUl"1ng a loant 2 par. ".. .Ulion. 



It i8 the A, •• eiation'. belief that the herbicide 24D/245T, used in 
Vietnalll, the unite' stat ... ancl throughout the world, was a aafe and 
proven herbiotd.e and 1'i' po •• d orp .. e. no risk to p,opl.~lnvolved 
with the handling or .di'bur~al of the ohamical. 

-".. I ' 

~ In'your letter YOu mentioned. the po.sibility "that I have . 
mietakenlY become involved in 'fi&hting' an organization such a, the 
Veterana Administration without know1ni that it is ind.eed tl'ying to 
do it. HIt ••• " I offer this. A Unite' stat .. veteran halavaUa.ble 
to him i;he tinelt aM lIIut generolUl vetarana progrl(m in thewoi'ld.AI 
with many large organizationat there are eooadonal 4.la18 .ue to ,be 
and 'lrI.trea.ucraoy, a.nd ,.me lnd.vldUSl.l8 may perodve a .el'tainclegre. of 
ina •• ltlvlty. Fortunat.lY this il the ... eptton rathe.:r than the rule 
andfon olu. exa.lII1natlon. the Veterana Adminiltration perferma an 
admuoabl. 30b a.clmbll.ter1ngprograma appro,"," lIythe aoq...... Th ••• 
prog .. allll a.vaUa.bletoU.S. vetarana a.re gener..- ,W",,·an\l. there 1. 
the p ... ibillty that 111'118 geneZ'odty w111 b. Ol' 18 'btina a.bued by a 
.mall lIIinOl"U. y. FOl'tunatelY the _3odty whe .el've4 thUr country in 
Soui;heUt Aala. did .e __ ,tUlly a.NI aft r.odving the 3ust benefits to 
which they &H rightfullY enti tltdundeZ' tht 1&w. . 

JSlm3 

Eno. 

RIlnoh HaM Vi.tnam A, •• da.tion 
850 TArpon Drive'" . 
Fort WAlten Bea..h, FL '2$48 

sino.r.ly, 

.1ackspey 
USAF.*30l" (RET) 



-.. 

Dear Jack Spay, 

Vieterans Hdqtrs. 
3405 Motor Ave 
Los Angeles, Ca.90034 
(213 )204-6472. 

Your name was given to me by a guy named Bruce Herbert, a staff mem­
ber of the House Veterans Affairs Committee. He said that you were in­
volved as an activist ••• what exactly it is that you do he left unclear in 
my mind. 

During the past weeks I have been involved as a supporter of the 
Vietnam veterans who felt compelled by desperation to go on a Hunger Strike 
to draw more attention to the fact that Vietnam veterans have been given 
less attention than they des'erve by the government that sent them to 
war. Whether theirs was the best way to go, there is no denying the fact 
that they managed to get the plight of the Vietnam vet into some of the 
national publications. When 'the Congressional hearing took place on 
Thursday, July 16th, there were some grievances brought back to light. 

One was that there needs to be some definite action taken by the VA 
to ensure treatment of symptoms of exposure to toxic herbicides used in 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. The VA's answer to testimony given by Viet 
vets was that they were doing all that is possible to treat vets ••• but that 
scientists don't really know what the harm that dioxin might be responsible 
for is •••• if that isn't a mouthfuL ••• in fact, Thomas Daschle, Dem. from 
South Dakota who presided as chairman over the hearing asked Coy(the big 
gun)from the VA who represented them '*isn't that really just a bunch of 
bull .... 

Herbert said that there is to be some kind of examination to take 
place in September--4 days worth--of members of Operation Ranch Hand. 
It interests me that this is taking place. If you could tell me what 
sort of letter they sent to you and to other members of ORH, and tell me 
what sort of response the VA got from you, I would appreCiate it. The 
Agent Orange question is one that arrouses curiosity from everyone that 
we come in contact with. Until recently, we were unaware that anything 
like the proposed 4 day examination was taking place. Because oJ the 

outcry of the Vietnam veterans, the governmKent (not perfect •••• )has been 
shown in less than a favorable light. If there is a possibility that I 
have mistakenly become involved in ~fighting'" an organization such as 
the VA without knowing that it is indeed trying to do its best as I was 
told ••• I would like to know what their "'best'" is. 

In establishing an organization such as ours, it is neccessarr to 
become familiar with other established groups ••• if you can find the time 
to tell me what the purpose of RHVA is, I would appreCiate it. There 
a re several people here and in other states who have contacted me in the 
past weeks who partiCipated in Operation Ranch Hand, perhaps they would 
be interested in knowing about you. • 

Thank you, 
~tl.?I,.)A£~~ 
Darla A .Hai~-"" 

FS Its late and my typing was never highquaUty stuff ••• forgive please ••• 


