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OFFICERS 

Vici Presld,nt Art McConnell 
SlcrtUry John Richmond 
Trust •• GIn. Ru" Mohney 
Tra .. ur.r Pet, SPivey 

December 6, 1982 

Honorable Douglas Applegate 
U. S. Congressman 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans' Affairs 
335 Cannon Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Applegate: 

DIRECTORS 
aen. Ru .. Mohney 
Col. Ralph CrtSSlr 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Charlie Hubbs 
Lt. Col. (Rlt) Art MeConnl1l 
Lt. Col. (Rlt) RIX Ston.r 
Lt. Col. (Rlt) BUd Flsh,r 

I represent 130C unique and proud Viet Nam Veterans who had daily and direct contact with the Nerbicide 24D/245T, including the transportation, loading and dispensing operations. This mission was accomplished without protect i ve equi pment or unusua 1 procedures other than norma 1 persona 1 hygi ene. 

Since 1974. Veterans of Operation Ranch Hand have watched with aston'j shment as the "Agent Orange" controversy grew to the poi nt where many Ameri cans now be 1 i eve that the herbi ci de 240/245 T cau ses hea 1 th prob 1 ems in humans. While virtually no scientific evidence supports this conclusion, a number of Viet Nam VeterDS also share this belief. 

In 1980 the Uni~j States Air Force agreed to perform an epidemiology study (The Ranch Hand II :::'udy); the most exhaustive epidemiological study ever undertaken by this count~'s scientific community on a military population. The Ranch Hand Viet Nam Assoc-~tion wholeheartedly supports this study and hopes that this most current research, combined with volumes of past science, will end the "Agent Orange" controversy with fu lly documented and supported scientific data. 

Throughout the history of the Viet Nam conflict, 1300 men served proudly in a unique United States Air Force unit known as Operation Ranch Hand. Operation Ranch Hand's mission included enemy crop destruction and denial of concea 1ment to the enemy by defo 1 i at ion. No one can cha 11 enge the fdct that personnel of Operation Ranch Hand had the greatest degree and frequency of contact with herbicides ..tIi 1e serving in Viet Nam. In spite of our dai ly contact with these c.'lemicals. no symptoms attributed to highly fluorinated hydrocarbons, such ~s dioxin, manifested themselves. There were no unexplained physical problems. '-11 ;:Jersonne1 received annual physicals. The men lived and worked closely toge~'er ~nd any unusudl problems such as chloracne (the hallmark symptom of exposure :0 dioxin) would not have gone unnoticed or unreported. 
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To date, over 1000 of the original 1300 Veterans of Operation Ranch Hand have voluntarilY participated in the first phase of the Ranch Hand II Study, this time in the service of our nation's scientific community. Current data (mortality statistics) indicate that Ranch Hand personnel have a mortality rate identical to our comparison group, and the Ranch Hand mortality rate is significantly below the rate for the U. S. whi7i! male population. 

The herbici de 24D/245T was used for twenty years throughout the United States and the free world before its application in Southeast Asia, and its safety and effectiveness were amply demonstrated. A11 credible science to date supports the premise that 24D/245T was and is a safe herbicide in spite of the presence of a minute amount of dioxin (a trace production contaminent measuring a scant 2 parts per mi Ilion). 

The Veterans of Operation Ranch Hand are proud of our accomplishments, past and present. 

Because of our involvement, we seek a documented resolution of this issue and we implore you to view "Agent Orange" in light of valid data and science. To do otherwise and to react to scientifically unsupported sensationalism and emotionalism would do a great disservice to our nation. 

Respectfully yours, 

JACK SPEY, Major, USAF/Ret. 
President, Ranch Hand Viet Nam Association 

850 Tarpon Drive 
Fort walton Beach, Florida 32548 
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