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we’ve pointed out in hearings in both the
House of Representatives and the Senate,
the toxic effects of such herbicides have
been reported by human beings who were
exposed to dioxin during industrial acci-
dents involving the production of these
chemicals.

I don’t mean to say that the exposure of
these accident victims can be compared, on
a one-to-one basis, with the exposure of Vi-
etnam veterans, But, the findings that fol-
lowed these industrial accidents are the best
available information we have on the ef-
fects of dioxin exposure. And, until CDC
submits the results of the VA epi-
demiological study, the DAV believes these
findings are good enough for the develop-
ment of VA service-connected disability
clairs,

Implementation of guidelines, such as
those the DAV has suggested, will goa long
way toward insuring the integrity of the VA
disability compensation system, as well as
establishing a formal procedure for the dis-
position of those disability claims attribut-
ed to phenoxy herbicide exposure in
Southeast Asia,

This is a strong point in favor of the DAV
‘approach, particularly in view of the fact
that the VA opposes H.R. 1961 on the basis
of the harm it could do to the principles
upon which the agency’s compensation
system is based.

What the DAV is proposing is not really
a new approach. Rather, it’s a new applica-
tion of a successfully tried idea, Similar
guidelines were developed for claims filed
by former prisoners of war (POWs). The
VA adjudicated POW claims, based on
these guidelines, until Congress received
definitive study results on the health effects
of POW captivity. Subsequently, Congress
passed legislation that generally liberalized
the various VA benefits and services provid-
ed 1o former POWs.

Under the guidelines recommended by
the DAV for Agent Orange claims, the VA
- would have much more flexibility in deter-
mining service-connection for any of the
disabilities listed by the Government Ac-

Volunteers Needed for Study

Individuals are needed to participate in
a study of a ptomising new medication for
the treatment of chronic bronchitis and
emphyséma, according to the VA, By rais-

ing the oxygen level of the blood, this new

medication may improve the quality of life
of chronic lung disease patients. Individu-
-als will be compensated for the study par-
‘ticipation, which wil] be located at the West
Roxbury, Mass., VA Medical Center. Inter-
ested parties may call (617) 323-7700, Ext.
5123, fot further information.
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viding VA service-connected benefit:

counting Office (GAO) in its report,
“Health Effects of Exposure to Herbicide
Orange in Vietnam Should be Resolved”

On pages 17 and 18 of that report, GAO
listed a fairly broad variety of derm-
atological, internal, neurological, and psy-
chiatric conditions that have a possible rela-
tionship to phenoxy herbicide exposure.

On the other hand, under the provisions
of H.R. 1961, the DAV believes the VA
would find itself limited to granting
service-connection for only those disabili-
ties specifically listed in the bill. These are
soft tissue sarcomas, porphyria cutinea tar-
da, and -chloracne and chloracne form
lesions.

I think I have to be clear about one p
The DAV’s recommended guideline
not a final solution to the problem of

disabilities veterans feel were cause
their exposure to Agent Orange. I
wish such a solution were available rkght

L

herbicides.

1975,

VA’s Views on Proposed
Agent Orange Legislation

The following is a news release issued by the Veterans Administraiion, explaining
the agency’s opposition to legislation to provide service-connected disability benefits to
veterans who twere exposed to Agent Orange and today suffer certain disabilities.

In recent Congressional hearings, witnesses indicated that while there have been
some studies which suggest a linkage between Agent Orange and long-term iliness,
the medical community as a whole does not support that contention.

Veterans Administration witnesses, including Administrator of Veterans Affairs
Harry N. Walters, VA Chief Medical Director Donald L. Custis, and Chief Benefits
Director Dorothy Starbuck, cited a wide range of research—some ongoing, some
completed and some planned—seekmg medical conclusions to the complex Agent
Orange exposure issue, Their testimony was presented in opposition to a bill intro-
duced by Congressman Tom Daschle (D-S8.D.). The bill would compensate veter-
ans of certain illness although they might develop years after exposure to

“Enactment of such a proposal would neédlessly alarm millions of veterans and
the population as-a whole,” Walters told the House Veterans Affairs Committee,
Herbicides similar to those used currently throughout the world were used exten-
sively in Vietnam, where 2.5 million American veterans served between 1964 and

Administrator Walters said, “I have an obligation to safeguard this nation’s com-
pensation program for service-disabled veterans and the survivors of those who gave
their lives for their country; The existence of a causal connection between disabili-
ties and military service to the nation is the fundamental precept of the compensa-
tion system. Should H.R, 1961 become law, the basic premise of the program would
be fundamentally changed, and its continued viability jeopardized.” :

To compensate on the basis of a presumed connection between exposure to these
herbicides and illnesses which develop years later would falsely suggest that Con-
gress believes there is medical evidence to support such a presumption. “There is
no such evidence,” government witnesses reiterated.

“H.R. 1961 (the proposed bill) is based on theories and hypotheses. .
believe that Congress should base its decisions on hypothesis,” Walters added. To
do sa. he said, would endanger the structure of current benefits for veterans.

now, but nc one’s walking around with
such a magic wand in his pocket.

What the DAV has suggested is only a be-
ginning, though I see it as a desperately
needed beginning. It would provide means
for dealing with the Agent Orange situa-
tion untit CDC completes the VA epi-
demiological study, and it would do so with-
out mandating a radical departure from the
principles upon which the VA compensa-
tion system is based.

Unfortunately, we’'re going to have to
wait a few more years for definite answers
to the questions that hang over the lives of
so many veterans exposed to dioxin-bearing
chemicals during the Vietnam War. Be-
yond pushing for rapid completlon of the

In the meanume, research has indicate
that the possible links between Agent Or-
ange and many disabilities are real. In view
of this; our government has a responsibility
to do something about benefits for those
exposed veterans who suffer these disabili-
ties. The DAV’s recommended guidelines
would permit this all-important first step.

*

.1 do not

DAV MAGAZINE



