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AGENT ORANGE UPDATE

One of the major problems facing veterans is a lack of knowledge
in the medical community about Agent Orange. Dr. Edward Horvath
recently addressed this issue in the March edition of the State
Medical Journal . Dr. Horvath, who serves on the Environmental
and Occupational Health Committee of the State Medical Society,
reviews what is known and not known about Agent Orange and makes
suggestions to physicians who are examining concerned veterans.
This article is important because it enables any physician to do
an ' Agent Orange ' screening. Virtually every physician in the
state receives the Journal but if your physician has not s/he can
obtain a copy of the article from Vets House.

A major obstacle facing veterans trying to obtain a disability from
the V.A. is that many of the symptoms show up several years after
their discharge, Usually the VA presumes that only conditions which
show up within a year after discharge are service related, Several
representatives, including Robert Kastemmeier of Wisconsin, have
introduced Bill 2297 which would waive the one year limitation for
"disabilities and diseases resulting from exposure to the phenoxy
herbicide agent orange or other phenoxy herbicides.” While passage

of the bill would open the door for Agent Orange disabilities the V.A.
must still decide which conditions are resultant from exposure to
‘phenoxy herbicides. According to a spokesperson from the office of
Rep. Thomas Daschle this session of Congress is likely to legislation
establishing some sort of compensation for Agent Orange victims. (Rep.
Daschle is a Vietnam veteran who is on the House Veterans Affairs
Committee) We urge you to write your representatives in Congress urging
them to support HR 2297 and other Agent Orange legislation,

In June of 1980 the Joint Finance Committee authorized expenditure of
$124,000 by the Department of Health and Social Services to identify
all Wisconsin Vietnam veterans and provide them with information

on potential health hazards associated with Agent Orange. They have
sent out questioniares to 58,000 vets and have received answess from
nearly 40% of them, a very high response rate. The department wisHes™
to extend the program in order to send out a more detailed questioniare
to those who requested it, as well as expand their educational program,
We urge you to support this valuable program by writing to your state
senators and assemblypersons.



