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Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used |
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M, It is
¥pur information. If you wish to restrict any part.of this materisl, please indicateso:

‘

"I heraeby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as {ndicated.

800iSs  poupwr  Pouws g jod 3 1Ak _Is0ds)
. Name (last first middle _ signature e date

Specific Information
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific.

. ' ‘ . :
i. Ranch Handcsge’f-fice: From it SEP b to 1 Mt é67 | nerer TAV Sow piil; Bl oAy

: ON pAVE ™
2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? L Ar#LE7 sE YA B Jwrm bl ~8 Ty
. Rank while in RE? CHPT Present/retired rank? wwﬁlﬁ

. Duty(s) while in Ranch? PILOT ! DEFAMNOMsn jisBencwBatest

3

4

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? N OME

6, - If aircrew member: 3260"%“ ML 11 QT Bt} 40T MA Spugy Mn’)
a+ Number of missions: RH _tkémpp—a=—tw&iy Other (specify)

b, Combat flying hours: RH ufu cre—TatiT Other (specify)

S60135 (1vtuumes Mo [uiouamy PUIGHR * 4o My Singy mos
Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s)} of paper, please answer the following gquestions with as much
 detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little, Use names and dates, if
possible., If you want a name "blacked out" before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name, On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheset.

7. Special missions/operations participated in?. (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If
you have a copy of the narrativé justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attatk against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? fxplain,
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details,

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, ‘even if you didn't directly observe it or are not sure of date or names.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure?

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

i17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thinz happened to you in VN or training?
18, Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique, What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should T
not talk sabout?

Qther data:s Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DQ NOT SEND
THEM with this form. Repeat...DQ NOT SEND THEMt!1!{ Describe the items on a separate
Plece of paper, with your name and form number on it., T will wWrite and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!lt! Thank you for your help and time,

Please return this form and the narrstive shests in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M.
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Newtown, Ct, 06470
1.

QuEhors
T orologiee D01 ant cnswering the Following entwers uOre moxpLotely,
There 1s ore inforietion that I could probably dig out if I hed the
tine. The problew is that I don't know which meterials I wight still
hzve and which have been thrown away, This mesng I could waste =
1ol of tisze looking for something which no longer exists.

#7 1 will axpsnd on this qqutlon bacause I was ong of only several
paople who were involved in an experimental program Lor controlling
malarls by the spraying of wmalsthion, This occupied nearly hulf

of my tour. As & result, I was outside the melnstrean of the hanch
lland opcration for a while,

Weo were lesing & lot of pround forces to welzria. I believ
thaet this accounted for the lerUth percentage of our"msualti@s"
at leest to this point in the wer (1966). It was decided thit a t
programn whuld be conducted to see 1f walaria could be controlled
by aerisl spraying. Obviously, this would be difficult in a cowmbat
zone since 1l not only reqghired serisl spreying but also, the
collection of bites by live subjects on the ground,

I was asked to be the pllot for the program, which was set in
motion by people st, the Haval wmedieal facilitles at Pearl Harbor.
There 1s no sp@eialreason I was chosen. They needed sonebody and
they ssked ma. :

It was declded To start the program in Thailand for safety
rezgons., One of the regulsr Kanch awlrplsnes was thoroughly washed
of #ll herbicide and configured wlth boouws and nozzles for wmalathion,
Thls weant more nozzles , and nczzles which put out a finer spray.

on about 1% October 1966 we left Ton Son Khut for Bangkak with
the following people:
Major Raymond 1. Traywick,the other pilot from the Hanch.
Yajor Carl W. Marshall, the coumander of the spray school at
Langley. 7@ had coue over to provide technical assistance.
Captain Leonard J. FPochurek, our navigator frou the Ranch,
Navy Cabtain Richard T. Holway from the Neval medlcal lfacilities
#t Pearl isrbor.
dajor Jaones R. Willmen of the Army's 20th Preventative redicine
nit in ths Saigon srea.
dajor(??) Clsude T Adsas frow the spray school &t Langley.
Sgt Gary W. Lammon our flight mechanic.
Airmen Dave R, Motowldl.ke, who 1 believe, was along to provvde
maintenance a:.-lstance.

We remalined in Basngkok for about 3 days. Unfortunately, the
srea sone distancé from Bangkok which had been selected for the test,
had been unususlly dry recently. This mesnt that there was nct the |
usual nurber of puddles which the mosquitoes use for breeding, and
the population was way down., Flnally, the test was csncelled and we

returned to Saiyon. However, I don't remewber anybody cowmplaining

about any hardshilps relsted to being stuck in Bengkok for 3 days.
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#7 (Cont'd)

After we returned to Salgon,we.sprayed.s couple of suprosedlly
secure areas. In one of theu In a wide river valley full of farus
a farmer cut loose &t us with one shot., Of course, he put a hole
iIn the tenk. Major Marshall, who was riding the radio panael, sitting

?

on & parachute (the standard obswrver configurstion) wanted to continue,

but we declded to duup and get out of there. The resson for the
declsion was the difference bstween our operation that day and the
usual operation. We were alone,wisress the Ususl Hanch wmission
had #t least 2 alrcraft, usually had fighter cover, often had a
FAC Forward Air Controller, and on the resl hot missions hsd o+
medigac helicopter around. The norusl herbicide wilssion'invalved
aprroxicately 4 wminutes of spray time, whereas it took us nearly

2 hours to spray out. I was afraid the faruer might have plangy of
tine to locate hls cousins and figube out our regular Tlight path.
If we had troublm, nobody would know,

As 1 reuweuber, nothing wore was done until the beginning of
L967. At that time another aircraft was clesncd up and configured
for walathion, Either then or later the sircraft was "Patches", 362.
(The aircraft was chenged once or twiwe). The resson for using
Patches was that our aiscinn was thought to be relatively safe,
and 362 was destined for the wuseun at Wright Pat. Also, Patches
wirg the only sirplane that was not canoflaged. They wanted to use
camoflaged airplunes for defcliation, and we hoped & non~camoflaged
airplsne would kook # 11lttle uore friendly over sonebody's réce
patch,

Sone of our missions were in "seecure! aress on the mpinland
of Viet Nau a&nd soue were on the totally secure Con Son Island,
about 20 ulles southeast of the Mekong Delta. When working out
of" Bien Hoa(The Nanch woved there 1 .Deceuber 1966.) we worked with
the Arnmy's 20th rreventative Medicine Unit at Bien !losg. Army 1/L%
Eric Bricson did the coordination wost of the time I was involved.
When we operated out of Denang, we worked with the Navy Preventative
vedicing Unit pasople who were located on the Marine brse.

In this test program volunteer people frow the Aruy wers
required to sit out in the boonles at night with a light fto attract
and collsct wosquitoes for several days before we sprayed and fom
several days after. Obviously tnis could he & litlle "heiry" in a
conbat zone, Thae purpose of this was to evaluste the effectlvencss
of the spraying. 3ecsuse of the risk involved tihey tried to select
the most secure sreas possible to spray and to collect sguples.
(This turned out to be one of the wesknesses of tihe test, ws it was
belleved that nuch of the walariam, especizlly the strains never
gsewl before, was belng brought into the country by VC infiltrstors
conlng froam the north, For a reslistic test we would have hed to
spray the Ho Chi Minh Trail snd Lhen have guys sit Iln the wldcole
of 1t &t nipht with lirhts. This didn't seew like 2 -ocd ides.)
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For this resson, so:¢ of our spraying was done on Con Son
Tsland. Con Son was a beautifivl islend divided by & wountsin
range. On the silde by the swmell lending strip thore was a U.S. Coast
Guerd station. On the other side there weg a Viet Nouese prison.
Our Tirst trip-there was to coordinste the operrtion with the Cosmst
Gurrd and to gelt peralsslon frow the cowmsndant of the prison.
This wis perticlly a courtosy, but I belicve he wasg technicnlly in
ontire lslend,

The trip to Con Son wes lntercsting. When tou LoFL tha mainland,
you Look up u hecdine and Lhen preyed cad prayed that your winds :
snd tiwe enroute wereccorrect, We were looking for s very small group of very
smzll 1slands in the South Chins Sea.

We Liade several trips to the Con Son prison. Most of it looked
like a slaapy llttle village. iisny of the prlscners were napuler
to he thare then L ihie nainland where things were sviu, rowever,
on our Lirst trip we wel with wajor(luter Colonel) Vei, the :
comnadant wao turned out to be responsible or the Infuwous |
"Elger canes', Avisrently we hadn't seon sll of the prison. I looked |
forward to poling to von Son wech tlue because ol Uhe totel selotly
«nd the gulet. I always went down with wsry orders for thwe beautifully
curved dragon-head cunds and swayrysoer stleks which the prisonsrs wade,

On our mainland missions we frequently had ths psychological
warfare people wiking with us. Obviously, we wanted the Vist Hamese
to know what we were doing «nd why. This was s difficult task
begcausae of the Rench's reputation for killing trevs and crops. It
is not essy Lo convince a fsruer who hesrd about & whole valley
of rice being wiped out on the other side of the mwountwin that ths
seme type of wirplune flyiln® in the same wanner is a good &y
just killing wosguitoes. For’this resson, we had the psy-war people
drop leaflets znd use their loudsieakers before znd during the milssions.

The only tlne we reslly got''hosed" was in an sres west of Salgon.
I guestioned going into the ares bacause 1t was in th. tyope of flat
delts ares whers they could sez and hesr you cowing for wiles, &nd
nost ol' the people were usunlly hostlle. [lowever, I was assured that
1t was secure so we went ahead and did it. On the first pass which we
were making at first light, we were going across a« wide open lield
toward & line of trees which was perpendicular to us. All of a sudden
the entire line opened up in flashed. Major Lloyd Tiuuons was flying
the left seat «nd he called For power and started sn ifuwediste climb.
The normal procedure when you wanted to get out fust was to g0 down
on the deck, get your alrspeszd, and pop up fast. This wade it hurder
to lead you. However, looking back on 1t, Tiw did the right thing,
They had a wide open field of fire end were firing right down the
plpe where there wss no relative mdtion., We got about 15 hits, not
bad for a totally secure arca,.
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The test program was not considered aMpluw" by uwost of the EUYS.
Lloyd Timmons and I were the 2 pilots most of the tiwe. & nuuber
of navigators and flight wechanics flew with us while I wss there.
The flying on terget was 2 long hours instead of Y% wlnutes. There
was not the fun of Ffighter cover, prestrikes, ete, For me it wesnt
getting out of the Bien Hoa-Dansng rut. We got to go to many other
places in the country. Most of us stlll hsd our notoreyeles from
the Salgon days, and we always took theas with us, Por & tourist like
nyself 1t was & good way to see a beautiful country, while possibly
duing souws good,

W i Bbe %

8. DFC 30 SEP 1966 Crop target near Lsotlsn border. Heavy ground
fire. Several passes through terget,

DFC 8 Oct 1966 (rop tzrget near A Shau Valley., Heavy ground fire,.
Haeavy sircraft damage. . -
9. Rockaet attadk ory Blen ﬁo% &t night, Spent some tiwe under the

matiress. Then in sand bag shelter. Spring 1967.

Just nlssed rocket attasck at Danang ssme time period. Left before.
Thought we were in rocket sttiack st Danang one night. Several
@xplosions southwest of BOy. Large fireball. Turned out to be

2 fighters clearsd to take off in poor vigibitity before C-1kl

had cleared runway.

10. Alrcraft shot down in Iron Triagle. I was not there. Capt Tom
Davie, Capt Jo¢ Dougherty, SSGT Elijah "Junior" Winstesd., Rescued
safely within 25 winutes., I have a copuple of newspaper articles.

. Alrcraft shot down just inside Lazos west of Xhe Sshn. All aboard
lost. Unable to raecover beacuse of area. Nol sure enpugh of names
to put down. """ -

FPirst crash was 1n fall of 1966, I believe prop dome. was hit,
resulting in fixed pitch "barn door", Second ohe probabl$ a&round
Jan- ®eb 1367, when things started to heat up .

11, See¢ second item, guestion 10

Capt Tom Davie was killed 21 May 1967, just 2 weeks before he

was to return home. I understand the run went ok and when they
pulled of i target a randon shot came through the open window

and got him in th@B@ck. Frow what I heard, it was sort of & freak
thing. I did not &'ven hear about it until the next day since

1 was involved in the insecticide test progran at the time.

12. No unusuzl battle danage, but sowe ratier lupressive bullet holes.

13. Yes., Lead pllots and navigator would yat together, ususlly the
afternoon before, and go over the topagraphlcal waps to figure
the best way to wake the run or runs. Obviously this was :ost
luportant for wountain targets because of the cbntours. You had
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1k,

to make sure you would not fly up # nsrrow valley. You haud

to figure out how to make any necessary turns, taking into
account the number of aircraft., It was critical that You avedd
turning into the formation when contouring, since this could
put the #3 (and #+ in & 4= ship) aircraft in & low airspead,,

Saw Mill Ridga RFED, 3

low altitude, no~plsce~to-go situation. Lven with all the plenning,

some targets, especiully wmountasin crop targets,could become
very wild. I could herdly believe some of the 1little patchses
of rice on mountainsides with a slppe of 60 degreeas or wore.
Screaming down or along a aountalnside,trying to get thses
placas was & prest way to getl your "jollies" and scare the
hell out of yourself zt the same tiune.

Whenever possible,the planning session would include the guys
who were golng“'fly the fighter cover. I believe the FAC's

were included also at tdwes, We tried to do thilg particularly
on the targets expected to be hot. There were questions about
whather there would be pre-strikes or whether they would just
react if we took groundfire. The coordinatlon of the pre-strike
was especisally ilmportant bhecsuse nore than once wany of our
hits were believed to be Iroa CBU's (cluster bowub unitss:

many susll boublets released frow tubes under the fighters and
designed to send small pdeces of metal all ovar the place

and discourage anybody frow stlcking their he:.ds up.) dropped
too-close in front of the Ranch aircraft, rather than frou
groundfire. Once wgaln, preslrikes were particulrrly wild

In wountsin valieys, I'1l never forget one of these in the

A Shau vulley which was very hol at Lhe tine, The co-plilot

of the lead ship took 8Wk movies of it, The nen was crazy ws
he was also contrelling the throtiles for the run, but the
plctures were fantastic. I believe coples were uwade and mipht
be locatad.

On tne large targets such as the DhZ, "C" Zone, lhe o Chi

Yinh trail, eand othors, wony odiscions were required, On these
wosester uwsp or aaps was kept. The rress slready covered ware
blocked out ir yellow magic marker so we would know what had
already been done. Obviourly, 1f there was suut time belweaen
wissilons in the wrea, the previously spriyed are:s woro readily
epparent, ' :

A fow of us were dlvaried to srrwxy school (iitur C~123 school

@0 Hurlburt. 1 guess there were @« few voluntesrs, but not

mally becauss 1t was known to be dengerous. I had never neard

off 1t until 1 was selected, My orlginal s ignient hed been
C-123's 1n Neikom Phénom  (sp?), Thalland. 1 didn't know 1

was going to Viet We. instead until I reasched Ilurlburt. I newer
dld tell my pwrents until I got bsck. They had no way of
knowing since the APC address revealed nothing, Actually,

the stories I heard before golng to the Hanch were far worse
than anything I ever encountered once there,

s
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15, I don't believe we heard whal was being sprayed beforehand;
Fossibly just thet it wes a wixture of 2 4 » snd 2 4 5 7. We
wera told the same In Viet Rad, and we were told ti.al it was
haraless., T never saw itybut I was told that the Hanch cowmsgnder
at that tiwe used to teke 2 mouthiul of the chewical to show
Viet Nemese oilicizls or other people to whow he was speaking
that 1t was herndess. He is still ground, &«nd as far as I _ D LESER
know it did hiw no harm, if the story is true. S, Kby

I st1ll require proof that agent orange did all of the dausge
that is clalued, In spite of all the hysterics. I &a curious

that we never hear of agent white and the other ayent also used
(The designation aacapeﬁme:'blue uaybe?). The obvious realistic
test would be &n exemihstion of the guys who probably loaded

s many s 20=30 tsnks s dayy the mechanics who cleaned unplugged
nozzles and slogyred around in the stuff all days The flight wechs
who did preflights and mechsnical work on asirplsnes with dripping
nozzlasi and the pilots who had quite a bit of contact with the
chewmical,

Seversl types of cheunicals were used. One type worked best on

trees, one type on crops, one on elephant grass (Nothing really

worked well on slephant grzss, ) I believe the originel chemical

was purple, which had a purple band on the barrels and led to

the purple scarves and the chinese symbol for purple. Incidently .

#ll chemicals worked very well on friendly rubbeﬂtrees.n# et ﬁfﬁlﬁﬁc
16. My happiest mempry 1s of the great pride we had, especlally &t

the beginning when the liench was small. When we arrived there

ware only 2 alrplanes. We ferried 3 more over, doubling the

size., I guess there waere 19 or 20 aircraft when I left lags

than & year lster, In the beginning most of the EUys were

yowng and enthuslastic. Later, as wany coupleted thelr first

tours they were meplaced ( and augmented as the wmission

rapldly grew) by many older wen of higher rank who had not

yet had & coubat tour. Many of the replecewents, being older

#nd a lot saner, were not guite as enthusiastic zs the young

guys but there was still a unique spirit. I think the purple

scarves contribnted to this since everybody could ldentify

us (including some of the produce dealers in Saigon who would

look at us & little funny.)

Generally we felt we were spaciml. I suppose a2t tines we were

& 11ttle obnoxious about it. Many times the gUuys who flaew
fighter cover for us out of Bien Hoa znd Danang would come
slong for a ride on the consol. They got a real boot out of it.
When a guy who fliss an Fhlor something similar gets & thrill
out of riding with you, it mskes you feel as if you are really
doing sometning specisl, :

Ay saddest wemory was when I found out about Tom Daviet death.
Althpegh I had been around the base, I didn't hesw about it

until the day after because I was then involved in the insecticide
progrady I hed gone over to his hooch to see hin or somnebody

@lse. Lverybody as-uned that I knew about Tou's d¢esth, so the
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17.

news was presented in a rather shocking wanner that caught ue
of f guard. To:s was one of the swell group that was there when

we arrived 1n the country. Ile was young and a very lively guy.
When =1l on board were kllled 1n the later crash, 1t was not

so close because the Hanch had become wmuch bigger and not so
personal. There were many uore faces who were not so well known.

Back to happliest....In splte of the war and @11 the chaos

and grubbiness 1t brought about, Viet Neu is sn interesting

and beautiful country, especlally frou the air. I remenber

one afterncon when I lived 1n a villa on & Filthy back street
(2lley) off Vo Tanh in Saigon I gat on wmy little balcony with
my movie canera for a couple of hours. The vills was at a

phint where 2 Little streets formed a "T", There was z constant
streaw of old peoyle, young people, venders, ducks, dogs, etc.
and the ever populsr "Howard Johnson's" which was & person
with & shoulder pele from which hung & couple of pots comtsining
som& Bort of food of guestionable edibility.

I had an o0ld beat up Lambretts scooter which had as manyg

owners as 1.t hed years. I was riding on the base at Bien Hoa

one afternoon on one of the rounded roads (as oprosed to flat).
Yost of the rowds had the apresrsnce of hesving bewn recently
oiled when under the hot afternocon sun. The only diflerence

was that this one had just besn oiled. The Dback wheel began to
skid to one slde verj very slowly. I tried to cateh it by putting
ny foot out, and I dld the world's slowest split. Fobtunately

the nld machine didn't do apything fast so I didn't get

torn up. After thet I treated all roads as"recently oiled.*

The little street wmy villa was on in Ssigon had about 3 inches

of water in it during the dry sesson. The wet season was somedhing
@lse. One day I was comlng howe and a Vielnaiese wowan was

walking the other way. Slnce we were trying to "win the

hearts and mhhds of the people', 1 slowed down on .y scooter

so that the waves would not spl&sh this woman. Of course, I
stallzd the dawnsd thing right in the widdls of this huge

puddle which was filled with wsny things besides water.

My rooﬁ%te in the vilis wss Steve Calhoun, one of our navigators.
e hed the largest Honds in captivity. I Belicve itwas a 300CC
or more (umost yuys bought new londa 90's). When you lived
downtown, you did not leave anything outsids for & winute.

The Vietnamege could strip a wmotorcycle in & way that would

mere anybedy stwteside lo:k like bush league. Thus, whenever we
[ohabiile: ho'ia we hsd to put a plank downon the outside steps

and ride our bikes up Into the living roow . The vills was

211 stucco, inside and out, and hed high cellings. When Steve
rode that blacy 1onster in,the whole noighborhood shook and

1

sehoed. It wes seven sore intoresting if e wes returning fron
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18.

17.

T

At B

0. Tlub,

ien Poa we all lived In hooches on bzse. Tacre were wbout

8 guys in «ach hooch. Sons of then partitioned the hooches =20

that
his

cubi
cond
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each guy had his own little cubicle., COne major (I believe
nene was Charlie ijubbs) had an air conditioneriin his
cle. More thawn once his rooi was”ﬁygked”through nis air
itioner. T understund one of thé®Pgilore yronedes which
tossed Cron the airplune when we took sround fire would
gt of't by the adr conditioner, It would suck the & 0ke

- ¢ the wiole plice would be coversd with I'ine red
Liorlle wus @ nice puy, bubt @ sel-up such us his
cd sowe sort of sctivity. ' -

L

T

cpslie.. I bed 2 wovie cu.crs which I bought in pilot treining.
It wis the old wind-up type, and the gpring of tne wind-up
mechanisw began to snap loovse aftér a lot of goud service.

1 bo
anli
pric
the

In ¢
oY
all

1 bhe
One

ught ¢ new caders end sold the old one to one of the

sted guys [or §5, heving told him of the defect. (Origins

@ $29.) A4 short tiwe later I saw another enlistsd guy with
camers, and he sald the first guy sold it to him for H4%0.
he naxt couple of wonthg the camera exchanpged hands seversl
tiuzs and -nded up in the $60 range. I thouyht this was

rather funny, especilally in tue"land of the bip BX.W

lieve we were required to wesr helmets on our wototcycles.,
of the pllots was Capt. Bud Poltz who was a husky guy

with & blg, thick handlebar unustuche. Instesd ol a helmat, he

used
hin
off h

to wesar a huge ten gallon hat on his bike. The AP's got
cne day, s0 he tried wearing the ten gallon hat on top
1g helset. That didn't work very well, so he went back

to wesring only the big hat and avoiding the AP's.

A co
Thig

wion type of injury during the war was the'londa rssh."
type of Injury often occurred upon leaving the 0 c¢lub,.

although sone sand in the wrong part of the road could cause
it under any circumstences. As the story goes, cne of the

zuys

«ft the club one night after e long session, climbed

on his londa, started it up, fell over, and lsy there gunning

the

Cn d
Brg
unit
for
wach

engine, Iin all seriousness wondéring why he wasn't woving,

@foliation snisslons we usualiy had Tighter cover. On hot
ets the Tighters were conflgured with CBU (clitster bowb

5) racks, machine guns, etc. They would either use theuw
prestrikes or to resct to grouwndfire which the flight

anic werked by throwlng a smoke grenade out the door. When

we had sprayed out, the fighters would soumetimes go to a
secondary target if they had not used their ordinence. Cn s

spra
for
Use
and
out

For

y targst expected to be cold, the fighters might be configured
thely secondary target since they didn't expect to have to
anythlag in our support, On one occaslion this was the casa,

the fighters were carrying 500# boubs. The target curned

to be perfectly gulet except for one lone shot on the entirs: run.

his effort this poor faruwer pot & 500# bomb down his chinney.
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Not too far from the wsin gate at Ton Son Nhut there was

an intersection of Vo Tanh snd snother busy street which

was an Y"X" rother than 2 cross. I used to enjoy pulling over
and wetching the tra”rfic control here. During the dsy there
ware usually 2 Vietnasese policeuman (called "white mwlcet,

I guess, bhecause they were short and wore wihite Mickey-Mouse=-
type gloves) directing traffic. They would wave thelr GXS,
hold up their armns, and blow their whistles like Crazy, and
trafllc would continue around and past them as 1f they weren't
@ven there, Unfortunately, fhey ingtalled traf ic lights &Pter
a while and it wasn't nearly as much fun,since people pretty
much obeyed the lights.

Traffic in the city woved awzingly well, considering the vdaluwe
and vaeriety, At uncontrolled intersections it just sesmed to
resolve itself, Trafiic would move in onse direction until it
beégan to thin out, Then the cross trsflic which had built up

2t the stop point would break across, causéng the already
noving trafiic to halt. All of this happened with very few
serious accidmnts,

This is a little cruel, but the waid we had for our hooch at
Bien Hoa was rather tall and gauky (spf) coumpsred to wost
Victnamese wowen who were ususlly small end often guaite
attraetive. She soon acquired the name "Spare Parts,®

Our hooches at Bien Hoa were cn the edge of the base. Al: that
seperated us from the outside was s low wire fence with some
concertina wire along it, A couple of months before I left
(perhaps May, 1967) intelligence reports indicated an increased
chance of attacks on the base., At aprroximately the same tiue
the concertina wire wss removed as part of & base beautification
program, '

Soie things haprenad which weren't very funny at the time, but
were freguently laughed at later. On 2 January 1967 we had

a target in the Fekong Delts which was expected to be hot.

Delta targels were ubuzlly hot becausw they could see and

hwar you couing from a long way off, Also, the Delta was the
r¥ally rich rice sres which meant 1t W& S important to the VC,

and meant there were s lot of them there, The plan on this
mission called for dropping down right on the water at a wide
mouth of the Mekong and crossing the river to pop up on the
target oh the other side. We would be out of slght of land for

& whlle, so basically we were depending on leavine an identifilable
roint on & h -ading. The arrival point on-the' other side was
iuportant because there was supposed to be an extremely

hostile village of) to one side off the target wres. The target
area was Lo be pre-~struck with CBU's and maechine gans,., I don't
know where we went wrong, but when we popred up, we were driving
right down the middle row of three or four rows of hocches,

thach one of them looked likeYtracer city". Between the groundfire
and the CHU's which went ofi too close in front of us, wy
alrcraft received wmore hits on that run than I had 1n my previous
+ wonths..
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There were at least tests to see 1f ses 1f defoliated jungle
could be burned off by dropplng incendizry boubs frow B=5%2's. |
One test was done before we srrived and the other while we waere
there. Neither test was very successful, partly because the
tast was conducted in warshy areas, snd the bowbs buried
themselves in the wat ~slop and wouldn't set anything on fire.
Therd wés a sbory thet on the first dest, the hest was so
intense that it started vertical actlon. in the air, thus
creating & thunde'stors which put the fires cout. You would
have to verify this, but if it is true, I think it is sort
of funny.

19. ‘when we first Wrrlved everybody about SSgt (Ibelieve) lived
of I the base ut monSon Mhut. Juslt about zsverybody hed a
villa which 2 or 3 guys shared. You had & maid who wos usually
an excallent cook becsuse lthey were Ltroined by the French. They
would do the shonying and roo¥xly olweys ot very goud food.

Begauge s0 many lived Jdowntowngtransportation was & problau,
partly because our morning report tiues were well before
sunrise. You could gel a cab or a cyclo at 5 or € &,.,1.. but
it was & little spooky doing so in & wer zone. This is the
Eagon sv o oarniy guys Lot wotoreycles. Once we moved to Bien
oz the: wore o Loogy suthorizad, unlﬁss you wlresdy had
Theds I think hart of the resson wes tnat the blkes helng
Laported froa Japsn vere belng diverted and o blach wnurket
operation was anoLvuu. /

o

Gespeclially at Lhe beginning of wy tour, the guys in the Kanch
enjoyed a "yentleman's war," We lived in coupuaratively good
guarters and hxd good food. In Sesigon your day was over at 10
or 1l a.u. because you had to spray before the hest of the
dry cCaused the sprray to evaporate belfore it nit the tre:s.

At Dapang you did some afternoon work sometimes in the
mountains whers it was cooler, Generslly the days were not
to long. mven the danger lssted for only short pseriods, unless
you were on & uwountsin crop- taryet. On & straight run, you
sprayed out in 4 minutes and then popred up to at lesst l 500
feet. Until the second half of wy tour, you were very afe

at this altitude because they had nothln J? 9 could rﬂach
you and thay couldn't shoot it accurat@ly fﬁ@re waere &
counle of exceptions, but generally we knaw where they were
and stayec away.

Probsbly the best part of the whole Ranch Hand operation

was the alrplane itselfs At Hurlburt Field the instructor's
opening remark in the introduction to the airplane was off

color but wasg very true. lle said "“lyjng the C-123 is a

lot 1ike pLaylny with yourself.... It is & hell of a lot of

fun, but you're too eubaras:ed to admit 1t." I never guestionned
that remark in & year of flying tne 123, It was easy to fly

and was unbelievably foregiving. There aren't many alirplanes,
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espaeclally cargo alrplaneg,that you could turn the yoke as

hard as you could at 150 feet off the ground seresulng down

a mountainside und go into a 45 degres bank without the slightest
wotry that the darned thing would coie epart,., About the only
critical point was the prop done. I think & couple of airplanes

were lost because the prop dome was hit anu the prop became

uncontrollable. Otherwise, you could cowe back looking like &
sieve and they would patch up the holes wmostly for aerodynauic
reasonsg and to cut down the whistling. :

When we moved to Blen lioa, thingd became a little more huw druu.
Quarddrs were wore plaln. The biggest difference waes the size

of the war, though. At Ton Son Nhut we were a swall flight.

The Ranch was ldcated in the Vietnamese Alr foece asrea and
required a special badge to get in. This weant not too wmany
people could get in and snoop around. We ran our own show

and nobody else had much say about it, ¥ou did what you had to
to get the job done. There were thre: airplanes when we arrived,
and we brougnt 3 more., By the tilme we wmoved to Blen Hes (just

a Tew months) we hsd grown and so had everything else. Thare was
rmuch more paper to push around and more peorle to push 1t,.

Many of these people obviocusly did not understand our operation.
We had baecome part of a sguadron which was basically a C~123
cargo unit. Riiles and regulations cane out which were obvidsly
not geared to an operation which reguired you to fly an alrplane
in a wanner for which 1t was not designed end to make split
second declsions at altitudes and bank angles that defisd all
rules of safety and comuon sense. Most galling of all was when
we could no longer use our "Cowboy" call sign on wissions, but
had to use other call signs like "Hades" which were used by

all the other C-123's (referred to as the "Trash lsulers.)

DaKang wasn't a bad gpsration. It was usually 2 weeks of TDY
trou Saigon -nd therntBlen Hoa. Once again, we waere from outslde
and nobody really knew exactly what we did. What that weant-was
that it was somewhat like the Salgon operation in that nobody
bugged us that wmuch. When weawat up there everybody tooik, thelir
motorcyclas on the alrplane. Awong other things,this allowed

us to take trips te the blg Harine BX on theilr side of the base
and to China Beach, & beautiful beach near Monkey wountmin which
was next to the harbor.

The DaMang officers' club always had huge stesks which you cocked
yourself, The concrete barbecue pit was inscribed with the words
"Bullt by Republic'" in reference to the »~10% which was nick-
naied the "Thud". It did not fly as well as the 123, and freguently
made that noise, One hizht a wesk we always al a Ranch party

at the DaWang club., We wore our Hanch Hand shirts wnich were
green with a brown stripe across thelront and the Chinese symwbol
for purple on the buck, Of couesg, we also wore our purple
scarves which were part of our regular uniforu. (They had tried
to forbld us fro: wemring our scarves with our uniforus, but

we ralsed enough hell to stop that. ). These pabties featured
steaks and Hose Mateus. They were always loud and usually
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long. lobody else had anythlng lilke thls and soue were envious.
Somne also hated us for 1t as we did assume a holler-than-thou
attitude alt tiumes.

At Christmas tine we flew the maintance troops and support troops
down th the beach at Vuhg Tau., They worked very hardand didn't
get a chance to travel around the way we did, except' for Danahg
TDY's. We also took them slong on missions, riding on the

rsdio console to get thelir jollies. ocon51onallj.

Reninds e of another itew 18....We souetines took people along

20.

on a1igsions to observe for & definite reason or just to have
fun. As I said, Lhey sat on & paerachute on top of the ridilo
congole to pro{@ them frow groung fire (There was aruor
plating under the pilotv seats and an arwor platled bhox around
the flight 1ech's seat by the spray engilne, but the radio
console wes not protected,) Fighter pilots loved to ride
with us because we did souae rwther wild flylng, and tasy are
all a - llttle crazy. There were 2 emergency duwp systemws on the
spray tank, Cne was & guarded electric swith which opeaed
a large ive on the tank, The slternate systeu was a "TH
handla by the radio console, This hendle was connected to
the same valge by & cable. Norually, the co-pilot would
handle a1l suergencles,in addition to controlling the airspeed,
so that &11 the pidot’ £ o do was fly the airplanc, (He would
havve his hands full just doing this at low altitudes.) lHowever,
1f we had & pascenrer, he would be sitiing on the "T" nendle
or «t lanst haeve his leg on 1t. Therefore, hy would bs briefed
to pull the "V hendle when instructed in the cose of an
omcrﬁﬁndy, On one wiscsion the rider h:d been brizfed in this
monnar. When they pulled off the terget and cllubed out,the
pilots turned to tell their passengzr that he could get orf
the psrachute, He asked thew what he should do with the 20- 30
feat of cable that he had wrapped around his neck and body.
He nad miaunderstood the brlefiny to weun that when we said
"Spray on," he wasg suprosed te pull the "I handle. Tt wade
a yreat shbory @x@mpt thet 1t also mesnt the cable had broken
and tihe valve ned not o e¢ned. After that, we slways wondered
if the bech~up systew would work in an actusl ewer; eney, or
1T we would ond uI with & cocupit full of cabls snd- @ ncavy
tonke full of sprey. (Incldentslly, we were over wmax yross
welont everjklum w“ tock offl m1th spray on board.)

Our wission was unigue., Our people were or, of neces;ity,
bzeamwe unique. Our ailrplaene and its use were unigue. We were
proud and never doubted that we could do anylhing sny rhody
requegted of us. We always looked al @ proposed tar&et in the
light of "low cen we fly it" and not "Can we fly it2¥ I'm
sure this aTiitude that we could walk on the water caused us
to atteupnt soune thln“u which were too dangerous or foolhardy.
I think the great pride and spirlt probably helped us all to
overcoang,to & point,our fears. When you went back to your
quarters at night and thought about what had been a particularly
halry mlsslon, the type of guys you had been with and their
attitudes helped winlulze the nightmares. Lspeclally st the
beginriing, I don't think there were many who hated what they



20

e e ¢ M vl St o —. - o———

Howard F. Bowles Jr.
Saw Mill Ridge R.F.D.

Newtown, Ct. 00470

13.

cont'd

were Joing bacause of the danger or difficulty. Perhems liter

as thae older people of higher rank were brought in, wore disliked 1it. |

( T rewe:iber at leasl 6 Lt/Cols and wore mejors than you could
count.ln what was not «li that large &n outfit,) Tie stiitudes
of thase paeople who had be.n adwinlstrators or cownanders and
were now prefly .uch just pllots depended on the individual,
Soma were tired of flying a desk,and the Kench brought out

the "lrustrated fighter pilot" in thew. Others did not like
what was quite @« physically dessnding job because of tLhe
violsent waneuvers required.

I don't think .there is anytnins which should aot be coversd

in @« history. Ths obvious touchy subject is whether there was
dauage done to tne heslth of people coning in contact with

our defollsnt. The best thing would be to honestly cover what
is known and what id not known, At the tiwe it was not believed
that the spruy was haruful. It hss not been proven that it
canged danage, It should be thoroughly researched.... We

have as much as anybody &l stake because of our continuous
aXposure and contact, :

from the VCO's Jmmgle warfare Thoue advantage™ to our oun wore
conventionsl open battlefield wsrfare, I think we sucoseded to
@ lerge extent. I would specilate thet & lot of the guys now
screaming "foul' and claiwlng damsges wight not be alive today .-
had we not defodiuted areas they had beer I ¢ucstion how

auch exposure sny individual could have recelved, even if
exposed (o sevoersl spreyings, consldering what I understand is
2 minué®e scount of dioxin present in the svrray., Hecently the
press nas brougint out that we dumped full losds in g uerygencies,
but this wss usually out in the boondocks, wnd not over bases,
as they implied, :

You wantec wordinews.... You got wordiness., It is obvious that

I wrote aI1l of this by streem of consciocusness and did not try

to organize .ay thoughts logically, use logical parggraphlng, check
speltling, correct Lyplng errors, etc. I had to QO it this way
baecause I did not have enough time to do otherwise.

when I started I did not expect to write this much. llowever,

thie tendency has been to maintain a low profile in view of the
sdverse publicity in the last few years, and this was an oprortunity
to review an efdling period of uy life.

I hope this has been & help and wight sug.est arcas you wight

want to explore with others.

|
37/5%‘" ‘
|
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I han 2 scrnpbooks, one. of which 13 all nanch thd anﬁ the
othqr hes a few itemg, I probably have a few ather items in the -
s attie T would not like to take a chanee on shipping them through -
o the mail However, f wauld have copies of" same items made, 1r roquésted.

Some items included are 83 rollowsa,f

1: Handout describing Ranch mission. o ‘ o R
e Vartous: nrticles on deroliation. From"sturs and Shripea“ and Dther-- o
L cPapeTe. o . o A DYl
=.,E@ several. sprny pictures. . N = -.g¢~ =
ey PReture Tom: Davie, Joe Daugherty, nnd Junior wxnstend artem Tﬂﬁﬂue'_wjﬂ'
© 0 piekup foom ori . p e . ‘ e ‘
- Artic~0s'bn*m lathion: sprny. \ ‘ f’ o
-One of lexflets dropped by ﬁsy-war paopl }on malathionvtnsts
ticle on de oliggionm_ SR
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