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Plea~e type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicatesol 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated. 

lS R.,OcK., 
Name (last 

E lj ~E :R.-<-.< _~,.e:;.::.::;..,o~-_-8_~~, ~ 
first middle ~ure, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Speoifio Information 

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific. 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as muoh 
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a na;-"blaCked out" beforethis goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base. Ranch site. or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible. even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14. How did you, get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual. odd-ball. weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 
18. Same as question 17. but you saV it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a speCial outfit of special people2 What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, lllaps, etc., that I could oopy? If so, QQ,!Q1 SEND 
THEM with this form. Repeat ••• DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name 8Xid~rm number on it. I will write and give you 
instruotions on when to send them. or how to get them copied. at a later date. All 
materials will be proteeted and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&;~. 
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7. N/A 

8. Air Medal (?OLC) , Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (with Gold Star), Vietnamese 
Navigator Wings. 

9. Couple of mortar attacks against Phan Rang during May-July 68 period. 
Numerous rocket attacks against Da Nang AB, July 68-May 69. 

10. No. 

11. None killed, two slightly wounded. Didn't observe either. Capt Harry Nehrig 
(Nav) had an AK-47 bullet ricochet around the airplane and finally bruise his 
thigh. In another incident, Capt Al Saunders (Acft Cmdr), had a 50 cal round 
explode in his cockpit just as he pulled off target heading east, just 10 NM SW 
of Da Nang --- bullet shredded some laminated armor plate to his left, severed 
his mike cord, momentarily deafened the cockpit crew, and embedded a small frag­
ment of lead in AI's skin on the left side of his neck. He bled a little, but 
was virtually unhurt. Lucky!! 

12. No. My plane got a round in fuel tank, but no problem. 

13. I planned two primary and two alternate targets every other day. Normally, 
a navigator would plan missions one day and fly them the next. 

Planning Procedures 

Fragged for specific target areas for next day. 

Went to master chart for target area, which was updated after each "I ift" 
to reflect specific coverage sprayed (using yellow highlighter). Picked 
out "unburned" portion to target. 

Set up 1:50,000 mission chart. 
each aircraft in the formation 
3-shippers) . 

Planning Factors: 

Planned to cover 80 meter wide swath for 
(most of our missions from Da Nang were 

Echelon down hill, right or left of lead aircraft. 

Planned 60-degree bank turns. 

140 KTS on run. 

Tried to contour at 100 feet, but difficult to do in mountains, particu­
larly 5 KM-wide N-S target along Laotian border. Couldn't dip down too 
low, as had to plan start climb point to go over next obstacle by 100 
feet, using 100 FT/KM rate of climb; 50 plotted terrain elevation X dis­
tance cross sectio~to determine start climb, level-off points. 

Picked prominent hi 11 adjacent to "spray on" point for FAC to mark wi th 
smoke. 
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Picked good IP for run in. 

Picked good visual checkpoints. Annotated chart, including timing 
tick marks and elapsed time in tenths of seconds from IP to start­
descent point and to spray-on point. Restart stop-watch at spray-on 
point, so time ticks on spray run were from spray-on point. 

Planned normal rate of descent (1500' /min) or max descent: (3000' /min), 
depending on the situation. 

Used fighter suppression immediately ahead of us against: targets 
intell igence indicated would put up heavy fi repower. For most 
targets, fighters accompanying us just made dry passes and followed 
up after the run if we took ground fire. 

Planned first mission of day for calm, early morning conditions. 
Guidance was we could not spray if temperature exceeded 85° F or 
wind exceeded 10 kts; so most we could get in was two missions per 
day. 

14. I was actually assigned as a navigator with 311SOS OLAA at Da Nang, having 
been transferred there from f'han Rang in July 1968. Since the 311th detachment 
had no drop missions at that time, I worked as a schedul ing officer. Meanwhile, 
several of my navigator classmates from C-123 school at Hurlburt Fld, Florida, 
were serving with 12S05 OLAA (Ranch Hands), also at Da Nang. Several of them 
had the flu in August 1968 and needed help. They asked me if I'd volunteer to 
join' them in the Ranch Hands, saying, "Since we're both in the same Wing, it'll 
be a cinch to get you a permanent transfer to the Ranch." I'm still waiting for 
the official transfer, which never came; however, with the concurrence of the 
Wing DO, I was loaned to 12S0S OLAA from 20 Aug 68 until I rotated in May 1969. 
In answer to the question, what did I know about the mission beforehand, I'd 
have to say "very little." I had received paradrop training in the C-123 at 
Hurlburt bUIt flew no defol iation profile missions. I knew that some of my class­
mates had been slated for duty wi th the Ranch, and that's about it. 

15. I was told nothing about the chemicals before I went to Vietnam. In Vietnam, 
fellow navigators told me th,lt Agents White and Orange, both used against trees, 
were essentially concentrated fertilizer --- caused trees to burn themselves up. 
A burn from White was supposed to take longer to show up, but was longer lasting 
than Orange. Agent Purple was a grass/crop ki ller. 

16. Happiest memory of the Ranch was the great esprit de corps --- professionalism, 
friends, parties, songs, going to weekly Polynesian Night at Navy Officers Club 
in Da Nang with about a dozen other "Ranch Handers." Unhappiest was not getting 
DFC I earned (probably due to misrouted paperwork since I was "on loan" to the 
Ranch) . 

17. I hadn't been flying with the "Ranch" very long. On this one day I was 
flying in lead plane as naviSjator for Lt Col Griffendorf. Following establ ished 

--------------------r---------------------
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procedures, I waited until he had all radio frequencies set before I placed 
my armor plated box (seat) over the radio control pedestal. We had departed 
the IP for the "spray-on" point, were in a descent, the FAC had put in smoke 
and we had the spray-on point in sight. As I squeezed my left boot in besid~ 
the box, preparing to sit down, I accidentally hit the up-and-down control for 
Lt Col Griffendorf's seat --- his seat dropped like a rock. This six-foot 
pilot was suddenly a midget --- could barely see over the instrument panel. He 
was terrified then (as was I), but it was funny later. You can bet I was more 
careful where I put my "size lO" from then on! 

18. One day the ammo dump at Da Nang burned up. There was explosion after 
explosion, but due to the dump's distance from the Ranch Hand area, about 3-1/2 
miles, if didn't interfere with our long awaited steak cookout. The explosions 
started at about 1000 and didn't finish until 2200. We cooked steaks on grills 
in front of our briefing room at about 1600. The sky was completely obscured 
with thick blue smoke. Repeatedly, we saw concussion rings approaching in the 
smoke overhead. Each time, we'd put our fingers in our ears and yell, "10, 9, 8, 
---- Hack!" Then we'd continue eating. It was a darn good, and interesting, 
cookout. 

19. My quarters were good. I I ived on the fi rst floor in the Ranch Hand BOQ 
at Da Nang, just a half block from the chow hall and a block from the 0' Club. 
I had a room to myself, and it had a window airconditioning unit. Routinely, 
I planned missions one day and flew the next. Our days started early because we 
had to be on target at sunrise. As I recall, we got up at about 0430 and would 
be back from our second (last) sortie of the day and debriefed by noon. On plan­
ning days, I worked from about 0800 to 1500 as I recall. Parties were great --­
purple scarves, "drinking" shi rts or party suits, Ranch Hand songs ---- lots of 
camarade r i e. 

20. The fi rst mission I flew was a crop target. I was just an observer for this 
one. We were at 100' over gently roll ing, partly forrested farmland. The cock-
pit windows were open. I remember vividly the rush of air and its sound, and 
especially _the Viet Cong standing behind a tree at our 12 o'clock, blazing away 
wi th his AK-47. I could see the flames belching from his .weapon, and I could 
hear the rapid bursts of machine gun fire --- some probably from his gun, some 
from those shooting from all sides of us. On the radio, in calm, unexcited tones, 
came what I was to learn wen' fairly routine calls: "Lead's taking ground fire. 
Lead's taken a hit. Two's taking ground fire. Two's hit. Three's takin.g ground 
fire. Three's hit." As we received ground fire, we tossed out purple smoke to 
mark the spot visually for our fighter escort, and the navigator jott.ed down the 
geographic coordinates for n,lay to the fighters upon completion of the run. 
We never deviated from our course, just pressed on at 100', 140 knots. As we 
cl imbed out after "spray· off", one of the fighter jocks said, "You guys have ~ 
to be the toughes t guys in Vietnam!" "No," an un i den t if i ed "cowboy" rep lied, 
"We're the dumbest!" That S<lyS it all. We had a job to do, and we did it. I 
knew we hurt the enemy by uncovering his trails and ambush sites, and we made 
him have to fight on an empty stomach when we could. It was a strange way to 
fight, but it beat having to shoot them. I had an Army officer, a Captain, 
approach me in the Navy Club at Da Nang to thank a Ranch Hand for saving his men 
from ambush in Ruong Ruong Valley, west-northwest of Da Nang. He said because 
we had killed the elephant grass, he cou I d see an ambush site 300 yards ahead 
and was able to avoid a trap .. That made it all worthwhi Ie. 

_._._----- -------_ .. _-_.-.-------_ .. _-------- ---_ ... _----_. --_.-_. __ .. _-_ .. _-----------
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1. Have two 8 X 10 negatives (black and white) of aircraft spraying Phu Cat 
Mountain. 

2. Article from base newspaper, 
two pages, story and six photos. 

------------

The~ 24 January 1969. 
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