o 'RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT | |
.3 : , : Form No. 7255
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information, This data will be used

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M, It is
your information, If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

[

I hersby authoriie the scholarly use of the folloﬁing information, except as indicated.

Dallés, Jr., Burnie Ronald ,1*;“#,§E;£Eiad%q,;£ . 26 Jan 1982
. Name  (last . first middle signature v T date
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_ Specific Information
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific,

ﬁi; Ranch Hand service: From 8 AU§_ 1969 to 5 Jul 1970, where? Blen Hoa AB, BVN
GF10 Stu Sq Eglin AFB Aux F1d #9, Kurlburt AFE, FL

2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? Class 69-8 C-123B/K, 4 Jun 1969 - 15 Jul 1969.
3. Rank while in RH? SMS&% (E-Q) Present/retired rank? CMSgt (E-9)
NCCIC of Flt Eng Sectlon, UC-123B/K,

4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? & Flight Engineer, _ dates? 8 Aug 1969-5 Jul 1970

' Blen Hoa, 2ist Fsyop Leaflet Drops and C-123K
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/whentCandle-Stick Flare misslons. 1 May 70-14 Jun 70
6. 1If ailrcrew member:

a, Number of missions: RH 107 Other {specify) 30 Psyops

b. Combat flying hours: RH bz, 1 _ Other (specify)

Narrat;ye ;nformation .

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following guestions with as much
detail as possible, Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name “blacked out” before this goes in the archives, Just
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet.

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, zive date and details of the act. If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy,)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain,
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, even if you didn't directly qbserve i1t or are not sure of date or namss,

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13, Did you ever help plan RH.missions? If so, what was the proceduré?

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforéhand?
15, What were you told about the chemicais used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16. Other than something already discussed (or going'home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusdal. odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique., What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special people; What or who should T.
not talk about?

Qther data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes;
dlarles, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, 5523%2[ SEND
THEM with this form. Repeat,..DO NOT SEND THEM!!!l! Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it. I will write and give you
instructlions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. 4l1
materials will be proteeted and returned to youl!! Thank you for your help and time.

Please return thls form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M.




9a,

9b.

9¢c.

{No hits in the corral area,

,In the month of May 19?0 while- moving to the east-side of the basge

.|No.
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“Survey flight Looking for new target areas, and new grown rice paddy

":R irp, 1/Lt Ritter. R. FP, 1/@?.51111VCsWCPLwi/Lt_Barhaushl,d- N.
SMS Dellas, B. FE, (Havq"tapﬁvqf_flishtl 24 minutes)

I have a copy of my DFC narrative, Vietnamege Flight Engineer. w1ngs,
orders, (Will send a photograph of the certificate)

Yes, My first night on bage at Blen Hoa in the Hootch, we had a rocket

| attack around midnight, 107mm rockets, some mortar shells were used,
i maybe a total of 10 or 12 rounds were fired, no hits in the cantonment

area,

Early in February 1970, while pre-flighting my aircraft in the new
| south-end parking ramp, we were having an attack and I did'nt hear.
| anything because my APU was so nolsy, the maintenance personneliwere

|yelling at me "Get out of there, were getting hit*, I got the picture.

iinto our new barracks, our fourth and attack for the day, the closest

122mm rocket %agded within a half a block from us knocking out a_water
east-
main, and thenside mess hall was hit by three rockets, four Vietn&mese__

_.ﬁ%?ﬁmlnqyrﬁﬁl_andnﬁome_Of the base power was out for a short period.

,| No one killed, Only one minor flesh wound from a piece of shrapnel

from ground fire to one of my Engineers, Tsgt william Meserve.




12,
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_1l4a,

14D,

158,

15b,

15¢c..
_1in the New Yorker magazine titled “Defoliation® in March 1970, .

. Flight Engineer.

_|spraying water only. We were told that we would be using 2,4-D
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No.

No,.

Selective volunteer. I put 1n for an asgsignment to Thailand and

Vietnam in November 1968. Received orders in April 1969 for Vietnam,

Nothing abdut”the Ranch. I,uaswtold[by,aﬁreturnee‘from Vietnam (not

the Ranch) that the 12303 had_a.hish.daath”rate“dﬁe to thelr low level
tree top missions, So you know the typieal G.I. expression, He stated

"You'll be sorry".

After arriving at Bien Hoa, I was briefed as:to what the Ranch was

|using in the way of herbicides, Blue, Orange and White, 2,4-D and

2,4,5-T, how much it weighed, what the maximum temperature it gould be

. sprayed at without drifting, ﬂndﬁthemmaximum qnginﬁunreasurgawtomm_‘___
_|deliver the spray, what it cost per gallon, and would take three

gailons,td,aprayJan;%grﬁa_anqune aircraft could sprax_@,hop;féot_wide
swath, 10 miles long, using 1000 gallons of Orange, We were also

|informed the herbicides that we would using was completely harmless

to humans and animals, My briéfing was conducted by my Instructor

At_ﬂun;bunt;hpheuFlight”Eﬁgipeﬁr'swooncernﬂwas;with,&hgmgpgrﬁﬁlgnwﬁtp,1

ithe spray engine, plus minor maintenance that we could perform on the

|ground and while airborne, on the various components such as hoser

-_linea,_bgqmngtcﬁMer'ttaininsmmiﬁﬁiggémép_Hurlbun§_w@gwggggﬁlrgrﬁftf;,

, commgrqiﬁlmhgnbigiﬁgimgnggye pr;Q;p§“§9rthgr'briefequét:Bien”Hoa._.

Then of course the.jBad—mou$h)wart;clewwrittqnmhxWTthﬁa;ﬂhihgaiﬁg,W_




16a,

16b,
| week antimalarial tablet, which in turn gave me_the G.I.'s and also .

17a.

17b,.

17c.

18, n
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Happiest After my first mission with the Ranch, when I was presented
my Purple scarf by Capt. Len Bochicchio.

Saddest: By the threat of a court-martla), we had to take our once- a

tainted my skin with a yellowish complexion, so for the rest of my
tour I was a constant visiter to our Flight Surgeon's office, of Dr.
(Doc) Melchior, who gave me "Lomotil! to keep me semi-plugged up.

When we were still living on the uest-side of _the baae -next to our ..

__Hootch #47, our water tank had fin&lly toppled overL not only cutting

__Off our water supply but all the power lines including telephone wires.
|that were nailed to the side of the tank. Fortunately no one was

injured, There_ﬁas,nokgreat_lgﬁs_offth§;WQt§r._becaugeuih;ﬂaﬂnsq;ruaty

!that our clothes had a brownish hue to them, and our teeth looked

copperish, to match our yellow complexion, A month or so later we moved

to the east-side of the base, at least we had clean looking water from

then on,

PACAF Jungle Survival School, briefing about the sirline “Hostitutes®.

IChristmas eve December 1969 at midnight, the whole base 1it up for. ..

about 10 minutes, there were so many flares in the air that you could
read a paper-back with ease, Charley (VC) sure misaed hig chance that _
night.

e Lt £ 1

When 1/Lt Charley Hill cgmplwtedmniamﬂﬂini Flght" ﬁﬁeﬂ&nagniahgnau_mwwmn

were to be traditionally hoaed(uatered) down, well He départed from
_|the crew entrance door at a deﬁémrun_straigny toward tnemparaon_who

was holding the fire-hose, this poor troop did'nt know, or was too

|stunned to see Charley coming at him, so Charley had mo trouble taking

the hose awav from him. and proceesded to tufh'the'tables.on avarvbhodv




19s.

19b.

| wrote letters home.
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else, so every person in the immediate area were soaking wet, mean-

while, Hill's crew departed from the ramp of the aircraft, joined

| Charley and walked toward Operations bullding bone dry. That action

was worth a party.

The Flight Engineer's previously called (Flight Mechanics) &s well as
ground and maintenance personnel éll lived in single story Hootchs,
mine was #47 across the street from the main Flight Engineer Hootch,
we had three of these bulldings assigned to us, we needed that1many
Hootchs because we had 52 Englneers, taik about making like a sardine.
We were over assigned of Engineers, so we had to transfer 20:.to other

Squadcona_in_TanmSon,Hbut,an@.N&komehanom,Thailand-“?o_gef_backmto.\w

‘the quarters subject, We were located on the west-side of the base,

.untll we moved to the east-side into regular two story barracks around

April or May 1970. The Vietnamese Alr Force personnel were moving in

on the west-side.

‘I would try to fly at least every other day, We would be alerted at

02:00 for a 05:00 Take~-off, We would generally fly two migsions & day,
called Alfa and Bravo, the Bravo mission would be flown if the area . .

‘was'nt too far and when you got there the temperature was'nt too high.

We would be completed and back to the Hootch by 10:30 or 11:00, I also
flew with the Mountain Ranch at Danang AB. (Have tape of one of the

‘missions at Quang Ngai, Song Re Valley, 25 minutes) The rest of the

day we were on our own, not unless there was a Squadron briefing of

gome_sort or a formal formation for awards and decorations at the _

west-side base theater that afternoon, I would try to tape some good

_propaganda broadcasts of "Hanoi Hanna" from Radio Peking., On 2 April

1970, ( I have a three minute tape of "Herbicide Chemical Warfare', its

_garbled)lKﬁftgz.the_tempgratuaewygulﬂmpgglmqun_éw;ikklg;;wwould walk |

or tour the base, and get my 5BX done at the same time, and of course

"
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20,
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The Flight Engineer 8 would have a party or a beer bust at the drop
of a hat. Every Saturday or whenever a few cases of Stateside steaks
or ribs show up, we would have a barbecue. Also a tradition that the

Engineer's had, was when a new Engineer got his first hit, He would

‘have to buy a case of beer for the Hootch bar.

Myjimpréssion and feellngs during my tour, was that even though the
‘Flight Engineers lived, ate, drank and flew the missions together,

were not necessarlly a close knit group, bup,qnly by necesslity of the

war, Each man with exception of two Engineers, who were on their third

tour, had in the back of their minds "I have less than 12 months over

‘ herq._then_I”can_Set_back"to the real world and get reassigned back to

"MAC" most of theae.menuﬂerﬁmnbtmyplunﬁagry.hgo-each man did his own
thing, like photography, taping, teaching English to the Vietnamese
children on base,(Tsgt Emery Espe) jogging, racket-ball, watching TV,

or whatever took their fancy, but anything to make the time go faster.
| Also the fact that Presidént Nixon's decision to halt thé use of

‘herbicide meant we were no longer dolng & great job in the war effort

by deflolation, that was bad for morale, We knew that this was the end__

' of the line for Ranch, which vaﬁ,}n@QEiVQPQﬂ_15_4913W197Q44Ag for

myself I would'nt change one minute of the time I was with the Ranch.

To The Ranch

Tagt Falardeau's. Bansh flag. that he_dgaigned -and was thgn.flnunmhxm;_m
| the lead aircraft taxing out of the corral from the top. hatch until o

__them"Run-upmch@ok_liﬁtlmﬁnd_aSQ1nnattgnmglg§z;ngwpngmxnnugxmanqnbagk,.”

to the corral after each mission, _
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| "Herblie" our Squadron mascot, a South Vietnamese dog of course. He was

‘always with us (Flight Engineers) on the crew bus without fail, and

Hemfleuma_couple.ef,misai@nsmuithmuswinwourihox,mﬁonﬂemhadﬁhis,anmw“m__
little Purple scarf,

Ssgt Deluca had designed a new 12th SOS “Smoopy" type.Sguadron: patch,
The top left portion depicts "Snoopy" dropping leaflets, and onm the

| bottom right portion shows "Woodstock" reading 'Snoopy's" leaflets by

‘the light of a flare dropped by "Snoopy". (I haye an extra patch if
you want it for. the archives).

| Last_but least; "Engineer, your primary on the dump*.

List of ferry crews (Engineers) ¥ Ranch Hemds. . . . . _ ... ... .
... Phan Rang AB, RVN to Davis-Monthan AFB, Az, = July 1970 . .

%1, Bust_ L

“ 2. Simmens
% 3, Klein
. 4, Qurs S,
% 5, Dalles, with 1/Lt Peter J. Rogojin, Coplilot. A/C 54-693

6. Bamger.. . . S -

7. Paschall . . B
8. Dempsey _ e
9, Thompson . . e .
10, Yowsg . .. ... B |
.11, lsabelle ...
ﬁ ___FINL R R




CITATICH TO ACCU ALY THE adaru COF
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYIHG CROSS
0

BURNIZ R. DALLAS JR.

Senior Master Sergeant Burmie R, Dallas Jr. distingulshed himself by extraordi-
nary achievement while participating in aerial flight as the Flight Zngineer of
a UC=-123 at in fuyen Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 21 March 1970. (n that
date, Sergeant Dallas flew an extremely hazardous low level defoliation mission
into & known high threat hostile forces base camp and staging area. uJuring the
descent to the spray run altitude, Sergeant Dallas' aircraft received intense
hostile ground fire which rendered his interphone system inoperative. By the
use of hand signals, Sergeant lallas was able to verify the spray-on point and
initiated the operation of his spray equipment at the appropriate time. llis
quick thinking and alertness turned whut could have been an aborted spray run
into an effective and successful mission. The professional compstence, asrial
skill, and devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Dallas reflect great credit
upon himself and the United States Air sorce.




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR

FORCE

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AR FORCE PACAF
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307

SPECIAL ORDER
G-4990 - . ’

6 Novemerr 1970

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 18
AWARDED THE DisTinguisHED FLYING CROSS FOR EXTRAORDINARY
ACHIEVEMENT WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE

DATE INDICATED,

FIRST LIEUTENANT

SSAN NAME
4188486872 VIETH RICHARD G

163367749 WALKER FRANCIS E

ON
700703
691021

SENTOR MASTER SERGEANT

‘548302066 DALLAS BURNIE R J
L o MASTER SERGEANTM
270302636 N‘O’LAN JIMMY
"32h262283 TURRELL MARION L
TECHN ICAL SERGEANT
548488387 ANDERSON EVERETT
- 466464092 DEMPSEY JOHN M
551487254 HENDERSON EDWARD
135321182 HUTTON JAMES G
462509118 KARPAN LLOYD L
066280856 LITTLE THOMAS R
228447739 MCFARLAND WILLIA
118307276 MILLER.JAMES A
422280871 PARKER ARNOLD R
2sshﬁ333u.PAsanLL THO J JR

G-14990

700321

700410
691111

690914 -
690906
700205 .
700511

700201

£€91216

691116

700816
700807 -
691217

PAS
PRRCO8

BKRNMR
BKRNMR

BKRNMR
. PRRCO8

- TDRCOS
TDRCOS
" PRRPSL
~ TDRCOS
PRRCO6
PRRCO6
TDRCOH
PRRCOS
PRRCOT
PR C06



SO G-4990, Hq 7th Air Force, APO San Francisco 96307, 6 November 70

410643312 PIERCE JERRY L 690818 TORCO5

430605103 RASICO NORRIS J 70042,  PRRCOT -
| 363452640 SLYE JAMES A 700519 PHRCO6

472421068 THOMPSON GARY L - - 69122, TIORGOS

~ STAFF SERGEANT -

492129776 DARBY KENNETHR = 691012 - TIRCO5
13234939} DIGENNARO PHILIP . 700410 BKRNMR
001302260 ISABELLE NORMAND 700401 - - TDRCO5
407608356 JONES IARRY E ©oo021 L A-.PRRPSL
550440249 KENT  LARRY L 700422 TORCOS .
%9&75@ KRAKEEL JACOBUS A - . 691101 . =  PRRCO6

FOR THE COMMANDER

%ﬂz&/@nﬁ/@ USAF DISTRTEUTION ** S

Asst Director of Administration o "G



