
\;",1, 

RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 
, Form No. '125 5 • 
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of ~his. material, please indicatesol 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated. 

Dallas, Jr. 26 Jan 1982 
. Name (last 

Burnie Ronald 'r::lI~!2==-.:@i'=~' ~Vd.::::~;:t:;:::u~t....-qfil.-.:..'_ 
first middle signature r. date 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Specific Information 

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific. 

Ranch Hand service I From 8 Aug 1969 to 5 Jul 1970. 'Where? Bien Hoa AB, RVN 
4410 Stu Sq EglIn APB Aux Fld #9, Hurlburt AFB, FL 

RH/C-123 training I Where/when? Class 69-8 C-123B/K, 4 Jun 1969 - 15 Jul 1969. 

SMSgt (E-8) Present/retired rank? CMSgt (E-9 ) 
NCOIC of Flt Eng Section, UC-123B/K, 

Rank while in RH? 

Duty(s) While in Ranch? & Flight Engineer. dates? 8 Aug 
Bien:Hoa, 21st Psyop Leaflet 

Other Vietnam service? Where/when?Dandle-Stick Flare missions. 

If aircrew memberl 

1969-5 Jul 1970 
Drops and C-123K 
1 May 70-14 Jun 70 

a. Number of missions I RH __ :=.1.::.07.1.-____ Other (specify) __ ~3~O::..· ..:p:..:s::..y~0:JPl:.:s=-__ _ 
b. Combat flying hours: RH 442.1 Other (specify) _________ _ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a naiiie""blacked out" bel'Orethis goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the Upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. SpeCial missions/operations participated in'i (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 
16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 

memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps. etc., that I could copy? If $0, .!2Q..!:lQ! ~ 
THEM with this form. Repeat ••• DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name and form nu~on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be protested and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A~~. 
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7 •. Survey flight. Looking for new target areas, and new grown rice paddy 
corps. Area: Ban Me Thuot (Happy Valley), II Corp. Crew: Maj. Thorndike 

R. IF, liLt lUtter, R. FP, liLt Hill, C. GP,l/Lt Barhaugh, J. N, 

SMS Dallas, B. FE. (Have tape of flight, 24 minutes) 

8. I have a oopy of myDFC narrative, Vietname.se Flight Engineer Wings, 
orders, (Will send a photograph of the certificate) 

9a. Yes, My first night onl:1a$e lit Bienlioainthe liootCh, we hadaro.cket 

I attack around 

.. maybE! a total 

area, 

midnigl1t, 10?mm rocket$ ,some mortar shells ~ere used, 

of 10 or 12 rounds were fired, no hits in the cantonment 

9b. Early in February 19?(), wn,Uepre-:flJgi'ltingmy_ aircraft in the !lew 

south-end parking ramp, we w.ere having an attack and I did I nt hear 

anything because my APUwassonoisy, the maint.Elnli.nceperso~fa101~~~ 

yelling at me "Get out of there, were gettinghlt", I got the pict~re. 

No hits in the corral area. 

9c, In the month of Me,y ~97(), W!!UI!!D1QVi~ttoth.E:! ea$t-s1de of the .ba.s.e. 

11nto our new barracks, our_.r~~!.th. all"'~t~f!:~k for the d.ay,the ():\.Q$e$t. 

122mm rocket e~:~~ed w itl'lin_a .. halL a bl()clt _f.rom us. knocking.c?l1tll_wJl1;er 

main,andthei\,s1de mess hall was )).1t by three rockets, fQ~1' VJet_ns,meJ1e 

were i.njured,. and some of the base power was out for a SIllC?l't .. PerJ9ci. 

10, No. 

11. NOHOlle_j(il,led •. Only_ one !!!.1nol' fJe:$h ...,o\alldfl'c?.!Ila,.J1ie£~..Qf._sh~.pDel 

I from gr'ound fir'e to OllE!_oJ'_ Jlly. El:Ie;i,lleE!rs, Ts.e;tlV.~+_+.~I1!11.lYI.e[~!:e..!- ___ _ 
i 
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, 

i 
12.1 No. 

i 
.13 .INO •. 

I 

14a.!selective volunteer,l put in. for an assignment to Thailand and 
IVietnam in November 1968. Received orders in April 1969 for Vietnam. , 
; , 

14b. Nothing about the Ranch. l was told by a returnee from Vietnam (not 

i the Ranch) that the 12S0S had a h1ghdeath. rate due to their low.level 

'tree top missions. So you koow the typioal G.:r. expression, He stated 

"You'll be sorry". 

158.. After arriyJllg at BiellH()a, L~8.sbrief'ed a~H'tpwhaj; the Iianch was 

us ing in the way ()fherbioid,gl/t, .l:llue, Or.§l.llge anli .. Whi.te.,.2;4-D artd 

2,4,5-T, how much it weighed,what the maximum temperature it could be 

sprayed la,t witho\1t dr~ftillg,andthemaximum ellgin.e.pressurElIl to 

de11.!er j;heSpI'_~YL what it cost per gallon, andwouldj;akej;hree. 

gallons to spray a.ll .M.I'e , and one a.1.rcraft could spray iii. 400 foot wide 

swath, 10. miles 1()l!g,.UEi1llg 1JlOO gallOllS0i'0:range. We w.er.t:I. also 

informed the herbicidest!l~t. w~ .. w.c>Il.},cltlslngwascompletel;Y .. I1.~I.'Il!±~.ss ... 

to humalls and animals,. My l:!r~,fillg was oOlld\1cteli bY mY Insti;'l.lctor .. 

IF~ight Engineer. 

i 

15b. At Hurlburt, . the Flight E1'lg inee r 's concern was wi tht!le .0P~I'at~.Ci)1l()f 

I the IIPI'liI.YElllgi.ne, pl1,l,s minCi)I' }na~nj;enance that wec()111dpt:ll'f'.()I'I!I __ o.~U;he 

Igroun~ a.~~ . .'!.h_ileairborne, .. o!l. _~!'l~ var~ous oOlllPClnentss~~~_~.~_hOs!C .. 
lines, boomlletc. O.ur trai:ninglDissi()nsat. Hurl burj;. W8..s.o11e.8.ir<:lr'aft 

.. s pr~yingwa teI'()nll.~elrie ret 0 ldtl'!o!i:t; we w c)1l..J.<1.~~.1.!.e:i~,-~..!.~.:~ _____ . 

comlllercialherbi.c:iciEl., anCl.!'fewoll1d. be f'lJ,rtheI'jlri~fe_d .a.l~i~l'LfJ.C)aL. 

150. :'!'hen of course thetaad-lllouthl artiel.e written by ThomuJthi:ll.eJll.d..e, .. 

. ill. the New Y()I'lter magagine t,itled,"J:)Elfoliaj;~gll·~.ll_ .. ~IiI,~o!lJ~nQ,-- .... 
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16a. Happiest: After my first missio~ wJ,!;JLtl1.!L,Rancb,.whell. I. was pr.esented 
my Purple scarf by Capt. Len Bochicchio. 

16b. Saddest: By the threat of a court-martial, we had to take our onCElh a 

week antimalarial tablet, whiQ\'lin tUrn gave me.theG.l.'s and also 

tainted my skin with a yellowish complexion, so for the rest of my 

I tour I was a constant visiter to our Flight Surgeon's office, of Dr. 

(Doc) Melchior, who gave me "Lomotil" to keeP me s.emi-plugged up • 

. 17a. When we were still living on the west-side of the base, next to our 
Hootch #47, ouI' water' tank .had~inall;r toppled oVEl.r~ not onlycutj;ing 
',', 

. off ourwl11.te.I'SllPJ)ly but all. the power llnelil.1nclud1ngtelephonewires. 

that were nailed to the side of the tank. Fort.111latelY_ll0(>llewEi.s 

injured. There was no great loss. ofth.El water, be.oaulil.e. 1 .. t ... lt~lillilo r"sty 

that our clothes had a brownish h\.!E! tathem, .and our ... t.eeth looked .. 

copperish, to match. our yel!ow complexion. A month or so . ll11terwe moved 

to the .eaElt-side of th.8ba,se •. at least.we had .clean lookillg. W51ter.from 

then on. 

17b. PACAF .Jungle Survival School ,br:l~lng .. ailout ... .the . a1rline ..... '.' H.OB .. t.llliltu" .• 

17 c • G 111' 1 Ii! tmas.eve December 1969 a trnldnlgbt,tb.ewho.1.e ... Hse . .1.1tup .. £o1' ... 

about 10 minutes, there were so .many flares .in thElairtl:la.t. YO.ll.QQJl:Ld 

read a paper-back with ease. Chl:1,rley (VC) sure missedhiS.Qh~.D.qe . .tl1l9.t. 

night • 

.. 18. VlI1.en.lILt.GhadeyJIU1.c.OlllRiltl.e.a.... his "FJ.n1 .. F.l.gbt" .... .JieLuL his .CreL_. . ... 

were to .. be traditJol1aUyhose(t(watere~J.qQwn:, .. J!ell,-.!ie d.1I1artedfro!!!.. 

Iwas holding the fire-hoseLth~.s J)o0:t'_ t:t'po.P3Jcl'J1t!t!l().wL~:t'.lfa,L~()0 .... 

stunned to seeCharl,e:l' cOJlline;. a..t:.h.~IIl!so.Cha:l'~ey. ha,~.I'!!(). tro~:Ol.~.t;~~!~ 

him. and orooeeded to turn the tables on evervbodv 
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else, so every person in the. immediate area were soaking wet, mean­

while, Hill's crew departed from the ramp of the aircraft .. joined 

Charley and walked toward Operations building bone dry. That action 

was worth a party. 

19. The Flight Engineer's previously called (Flight Mechanics) as well as 

ground and maintenance personnel all lived in single story Hootchs, 

mine was #47 across the street. from the main Flight Engineer Hootch, 

we had three of these buildings assigned to us, we needed that many 

Hootchs because we had 52 Engineers, talk about making like a sardine. 

We were over ass igned of Engineers, so we had to transfer 20 .. to other 

, Squadrons in Tan Son Np.ut and, Nakom . Phanom, Thailand •. To get back to 

.1 the quarters subject, We were. located on the west-side of 1:hebase,. 

I until we move.d to the east-side into regular two story barracks around 

I April or May 1970. The Vietnamese Air Force personnel were mov ing in 

I on the west-side. 

19b. I would try to fly at least every 9th.ep daY. We would be. ale.rted at 

02: 00 for a 05: oQ Take-off. We woul<i generally fly two mis!,ionsaday, 

called Alfll and Bravo, th.1;I Brav.o mis.sJon wo.uld be. flQwnlf the. area 
was' nt too far and when you got there the temperaturew:as'nt t.0ohigh. 

We would be completed and,Pa.Q1t.tC1.:th.ElMc)Q~9tl.~X.1.0 :IQor.U:OO,lalso 

flew with the Mountain Ranc.h.at Panang AB. (Iiav:e.~apeof one of the 

missions at Quang NgaL Song Iif)Valley,2.5 illi!lutes) ThElrest of the 

day we were on O\lr own,not unJ,esstherew:aS.a $.<l.Uadro!l.briefing of 

some sort or a forma:], formation for.€lwards al')J;'.dEl~orations at the 

west-sMe palJle theater that aft.epnoon. I would try to tape III orne good 

prol'aganda broadcasts of ".r!.angl ... Harllla". from.B.a<.tiQ:PeJt1llg'!..Q~'L~_.~prU .... 

197Q, ( I have a three minute tape of"He.rb~C~deChelD~Q.!iI.J.\tIarfarEl",.lts 

. garbled). Aft.er the tempEirature.\flQ\l+dco()ldow:nEl.JJ.tt;1E1~ w:()ul,{L~al~ . 

or tour the base, and get my SB,l(: done at the samet~meJ.a!l<!-()L c.()u.r.se 

wrote letters home. 

\' 



DALLAS, #7255 

Page 5 

190. The Flight Engineer's w01,1l,d have a party or a. beer bust at the drop 

of a hat. Every Saturday or whenever a few oases of Stateside steaks 

or ribs show uP. 'we would have a barQecue. Also a tradHion that th.e 

Engineer's had, was when a new Engineer got his first hit, He would 

have to buy a oase of beer for the Hootch bar. 

20. My impression and feel,ings during my tour,was that even though the 

Flight Engineers. lived, ate, drank and flew the missions together, 

were not neoessarily a close knit group, but only by neoessity of the 

war. Eaoh man with exoeption of two Engineers, who were on their third 

tour, had in the back of their minds "I have less than 12 months over 

here, then loan get baok to the real world and get reassigned b~qkto 

"MAC· most of these men.J'l~re notvolunteer~, 110 eaoh m.an. did his ow.n 

thing, like photography, taping, te/iohing English to the Vietnamese 

ohildrenon base,(Tsgt Emery Espe) jogging, racket-ball, watohing TV, 

or whatever took their fancy, but anything to make the time go faster. 

Also the faot that President Nixon's deoision to halt the use of 
- . -._.. -

herbioide meant we were no longer dOing a great job in the war effort 

by defloiation, that was bad fc;lr morale. We knew that this was.the end 

of the line for Ranoh, which wa!lJna,ctivatEld_15,J!llY1.97Q., AI! for 

myself I would'nt change one minute of the. time I was with the .a.anch. 

To Tbe Rancb 

.Short bursts ..... 

A. Tsgt .Falarde.au~.s .ianc.tLfllilig thali,he..du1gned,and W.h_theA.n . .o.W.ll..lly:. _ 
I I ttl«!.,lead airor,aftJ;all;ingot\j; ()f.ttll!C1()rra!.L~()lILtlle _..:tc;l:ILJ:lIac~Clll~t i1, __ 

the "Run-up oheok list,~ndagainaf'tl!rCll~ar.t:ggJ;h~~),ltlw~lanCl,.ba(l1t 

to the oorral, after eaoh missign. 
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B •. "Herbie· our Squadron mascot, a SOJ1t)'l V.1etna.!lIeSIil Il.9K ofco\1rse. He was 
alwan wi.th us (FHghtEn.gineers) on the crew bus without fail, and 

He flew a oouple of missions wttl:lU.8 in our\:!oJJ: .. ,lIoHe had, his own. 

little Purple scarf. 

C. Ssgt Deluca bad designed a new 12th SOS ·Snoopy"t;ype;;Squ&ilron;patch. 
The top left portion depicts "Snoopy" dropping leaflets, and on the 

.. bottom right portion shows "Woodstock" readine;"SnooPJ-' s· leaflets by 

the light of a flare dropped by "Snoopy", (I have an extra patch if 

you want it fOI'.the.archives). 

P. !:-a..!lt .. :tll.l..t.l(!lastJ . ·Englne~:rL yourp.rJDl.aI'Y on the dump·, 
i 

E, . List of ferry crews (Engineers) . * Ranch .. Hand.II ... 

Phaahng.AB •. BYK .. tQPa.vis-MQntnan APB. A2:. 

* 1. liu!IIt ... 

" 2. S immo.nll 

* 3. Klein 

* 4. Ours 

July 197L ... 

* 5.!)!illa.!II,.withl/r.~ Peter J ~ •. RogojJn. CO'pg()t. A/C21±-~n. 

6.iang.r.~_ 

'1. Paso.hall .. 

a.p~!!\P.$U. . 

9. ThQIl!Ps.~n 

1..0. 'Younc_ 

U •.. :r.IH~b~.l.l.(!I. 

12 , . K:l!!nt. 

FINI 



CITA'fIOH TO AGGGi J:AHY 'I.'HE ".l1.iU OF 

'lIHE DI;)TIEGUlSHW l!'LYIHG Grl.OSS 

TO 

BlJiUUll: R. DALLiili JR.. 

Senior ~~ster Sergeant Burnie R. Dallas Jr. distin5uished himself by extraordi­
nary achievement while participating in aerial flight as the Flight Engineer of 
a UC-123 at An Xuyen PrOvince, Republic of Vietnam, on 21 Harch 1970. On that 
date, Sergeant Dallas flew an extremely hazardous low level ciefoliation mission 
into a known high threat hostile forces base camp and staging area. Juring the 
descent to the spray run altitude, Sergeant Dallas' aircraft received intense 
hostile ground fire which rendered his interphone system inoperative. By the 
use of hand signals, Sergeant Dallas was able to verify the spray-on point and 
initiated the operation of his spray equipment at the appropriate time. His 
quick thinking and alertness turned whu.t could have been an aborted spray run 
into an effective and successful mission. The professional cOD:petence, aerial 
skill, and devotion to duty displayed by Sergeant Dallas reflect great credit 
upon himself and the United States Air c,'orce. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPEC IAL Ofl)ER 
G-4990 

6 NOVEMBER 1970 

By D I R £ C T ION 0 r THE PR I: 5 IDE NT, E A C H 0 r THE rOLL OW I NG I S 
AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS FOR EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVI:MENT WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT ON THE 
DATE INDICATED. 

FIRST LI EUTENANT 
SSAN NAME ON 

488486872 VIETH RICHARD G 700703 

163367749 WALKER FRANCIS E 691024 

SENIOR MASTER SERGEANT 

548302066 DA LLAS BURN IE R J 700321 

MASTER SERGEANT 

270302636 NOLAN JIMMY '700410 

324262283 TURRELL MARION L 691111 

TECHNICAL SERGEANT 

548488387 AI'l>ERSON EVERETT 690914 

466464092 DEMP'SEY JOHN M 690906 

5514872~4 HEI'l>ERSON EDWARD 700205 

135321182 HUTTON JAMES G 700511 

462509118 KARPAN LLOYD L 700201 

066280856 LITTLE THOMAS R 69121 ~. 

228447739 MCFARLAND WILLIA 69111 6 

118307276 MILLER JAMES A 700816 

422289871 PARKER ARNOLD R 700807 

25~4~3334 PASCHALL THO J JR 69121 7 

I'AS 
PRRCo8 

BKRNMR 

BKRNMR 

BKRNMR 

PRRC08 

TDRC05 

TDRC05 

PRRPSL 

TDRC05 

PRRc06 

PRRc06 

TDRC05 

PRRC08 

PRRC07 

PR c06 



so G-4990, Hq 7th Air Force, APO San Francisco 96307, 6 November 70 

410643312 PIERCE JERRY L 

430605103 RASICO NORRIS J 

363452640 SLYE JAMES A 

47242106$ THOMPSON GARY L 

STAFF SERGEANT 

492429776 DARBY KENNETH R 

132349394 DIGENNARO PHILIP 

001302260 ISABELLE NORMAND 

407608356 JONES LARRY E 

550440249 KENTLARRYL 

249647500 KRAKEEL JACO'£lJS A 

FOR THE CCMMANDER 

~o/2(~gt~ , , 
Asst Director of Administration 

690818 

700424 

700519 

691224 

TDRC05 

PRRC07 

PRRC06 

TDRC05 

TDRC05 

BKRNMR 

TDRC05 

691012 

700410 

700401 

700221 

700422 

691101 

. PRRPSL 

DISTRISJTION ... 
G 

TDRC05 

PRRC06 


