/.,,-- Form No, 7394 _
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M., Tt is

your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

| 1‘] ,'_ #/5 | ‘RANCH HAND HTSTORY PROJECT- | -
|

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated,

: 3 j IEE 16 NQV 1981
Name st _ irst middle _ signature date -
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Specific Information

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided, Be specific,
: Tan Son Nhut Alr Base/

1. Ranch Hand service:; From 16 Jun 1966t017 Fah 1947 . where?Bien Hoa Alr Base
2. RH/C-123 trainingg Where/when? NONE '

3. Rank while in RH? TSGT Present/retired rank? _MSGT BETIAED
: " Alrcrart Maintenance/ :
4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? Plight Line Controller dates? 67

16 Junb6 o 17 Feb
22nd Tactical Air S : g
5. Other Vietnem service? Where/when?RBien Haa aBa ]'.unra ]ugpspgorl ]t Squn, B}ggn’l‘huey AB/

Sl B

6. 1If aircrew member:
a., Number of missions: RH _None Other (specify) None.
‘b, Combat flying hours: RH None ' Other (specify) N.ona

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please ansWwer the following questions with as much
detall as possible, Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name "blacked out” before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you ars answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each shest.

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who slse) |

8., Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. TIf
. you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain.
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data _ i
as possible, even if you didn't directly observe it or are not sure of date or namss,

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more.than routine skin holes)?
13. Did you ever help plan RH misslons? If so, what was the procedure?

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? 1In Vietnam? Befors Vietnam?

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappieat (saddest)?

.17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etec., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). _
19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique., What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I
not talk about?

Qther data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes;
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, Do Nor SEND
THEM with this form, Repeat.,.DO NOT SEND THEM!!1!{ Describe the {tems on a separate
‘plece of paper, with your name and form number on it, I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copled, at a later date, All
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!!l Thank you for your help and time,

e

" Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas.A&M.-

See attached sheets (3) for items 7 thru 20 _ . ) __ :_3;;; 
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7. Cannot recall,
8. No.

9. Mortor attachs Tan Son Mhut and Blen Hoa Alr Bases. (not sure of dates),
While at Tan Son Nhut I lived off base and on several occasions could
not get to work on time beoause of V C activity. (can't remember dates),
After we moved to Bien Hoa, at night, a lot of times & snipper would fire
from the cemetary, off the end of the runway, into the aircraft parking
ramp. Sure did save on flashlight batteries|

10. I was in "THE RANCH" at- thebtime of aircraft loss but was not present at
the scene. We lost one aircraft in the Iron Triangle and one up north,
about 40 miles southeast of Da Nang in june 1966. The Iron Triangle loss
was in August 1966 I believe? Capt. Thomas Davie, pilot; Capt, Joseph
Dougherty, ocowpilot; 3Sgt, Elijah R, Winstead , flight meohanic on ﬁ###a
airoraft, The left engine was hit repeatedly and they could not feather
the propeller. That's about all I can recalls :

Oh yes, we did have a belly landing at Tan Son Nhut, Date? Battle damage
to nose gear, ' '

11. Yes, killed ahd wounded, but for the lifé of me, I can't remember the
‘ names or dates, : _

12. Are you kidding? YES., You name it. Everything on the aircraft at one
time or another, Just to name a few, propellers, tires, fuel cells,
herbiclde tanks and fittings, hydraulic lines, flight controls, rlight
control cables, pullies, windows. electronics, Instruments, landing gear
‘maln and nose, nose gear got hit quite often, batteries, engines, starters
cylinjer heads, generators, oll coolers, oil tanks, fuel and oil lines,
hydraulic pumps lines and fittings, ADI tanks, msin wing spars, complete
engines§ On.one occasion a hoe handle completely thru an oll cooler.
(THE RANCH WAS PLOWING THAT DAY). Bullet holes in the oil cooler slmost
always had to change engines. Spray engines and assoclated esquipment.
Spray booms and nozzles, Helped repalr the belly of the one that s1id
in at T.3,N. Those tin benders at Tan Son Nhut sure hated us "THE NANCH"
before they were assigned to the 12th | _rgggmmnndo 8qdn. (im fact all
377th Field Maintenance personnel( Alljthe

could do about was to bitch
and keep working.

13, NO,  NO.

14A. Just a bad streak of luockli I was Reassigned from 2851st Alr Base Group,
Kelly AFB, Texas to Tan Son NKhut, 6252nd Combet Support Group, PASAF,
AP096307, 16 June 1966, After arriving at Tan Son Nhut I was further
assigned to 377th organizational Maintenance Sqdn, Which had several
seotlons in it. Three different flights of trash haulers, a VIP flight
The White Whale, a oouple of Jst Flights, And lastb but not least the *
"RANCH. HAND®" flight,. (Six aircraft and the most barrels you ever seen
and a dozen wore out pump engines, a wagon load of hand pumps and the
Biggest Mud Hole in South Vietnman (THE END OF CHARLIE ROW)) . Well the
malntenance head shed decided that I was needeq in the Ranch Hand flight.
They didn%t know what else to do with me. They%gagured everyone in the
RANCH HANDS were nuts anyway. B '
(My 2nd tour I was in the FAC Business, 22nd TASS{)

14B. NOTHING!t! Never heard of 1t, THE RANGCE HANDS OR THE MISSION, and was
madder than a wet hornet when I seen what a mess that L hed to work im
and with. ; : ’ S S



'133. Not a damn thingi{! Nothing before,. durlng or after Vietnam., 3till

don't know anything.... -

16A The =tand down days---n-onzto Vung tau and or Bangkok.

16Bi The day”we lost that brew up north and of course Christmass,

17..

18,

"Charlie" row at T.S.N., across the street was some barracks and latri

One day, on a rare day off, 1 was going to the commissary in Cholom,
I flagged down a cyclo to take me and as I was settling down: for the
HAIRY ride thru Saigom, I propped my feet up on the front end of the
cyclo, The bumper you might call it, and I*1l be danged if a kid didn't

- Jerk my shoes off my feet and haulled ass down "10 P" Alley, If you

Have ever been down "10 P"™ Alley,. you know for sure that you didn't
attemp to go down 1t bare footed or with just =ocks on, I had only worm
those shoes three times, A real nice palr of loffers. cost me $45,00 tooy

(20 One day during a turn-around, an alroraft had taken a round on the
herblclde tank dump valve, which was not discovered on the thru flight
untll the tank had been filled with herblcide, well the dump valve was
leaking. As I wa= inspecting the valve some dumb dude actuated the dunp
valve and neédless to say I recleved 1000 gallons of herbicide right in
the face and all over..

53) I lived out the main gate at Tan Son Nhut, about eight blocks down
Troung minh Ky. The French had planted these trees along side the street
about every 20 to 30 feet apart and it sure spruced up the otherwise
orummy lookling place, well, somebody, I don't know who, decided these
trees had to be removed to prevent the ¥ C from hiding behind thenm
during attachs and slipping up on unsuspecting G.I!S , One day they came
along and cut these trees, While I was at work one day they pullad up
all these stumps, which left these rather large deep holes in the grournd.
This was during the moonson season and of course it rained all day long
as hard '‘as I have ever seen it rain., Since we had no flying or naintenance
going on the ground crews gathered at the Tan Son Nhut N,C.0, Club and
proceeded to get drunk, After we had raised as much hell as we could at
the club, they would not sell us any more beer or liquer, about 15 of us
declded that we would proceed out to my plece, whivh was always supplied
wigh plenty of food and drinks(girls just outside the door) and continue
the party as the rain looked like it was golng to last forever., Well
when we got outside the club 1t was like being in the middle of one big

 lake, water everywhere, In the high places it was over your boots. Well,

we hitohed a ride on this army 6X5 and 1lit out home. AS we were going
down Troung Minh Ky you could not see any ground or dirt anywhere, 1t was
llke riding down a river, Well, this Grunt stopped at my place and every
body balled out of the 6X5, Well would you believe it, the whole gang of
us landed in the biggest deepest stump hole in the world. It must have
been 20 feet wide and 15 feet deep, If that wasn't the biggest mess I
ever seen 16 guys, drunk, floundering around in all this filth and water
about to drown. It must have took 20 minutes to get everyone out. of
there, You think that stopped the party? NO SIREE, we Jjust pulled off
our wet clothes and put on bed sheets and every thing else we could find
and pressed on with pride, The party broke up the next nite after we had
ran out of beer and llquer and everyone had gotten sisk on bom~de-bom
beer and monkey sandwiches,.,

You could always spot a new commer in country, as we were on the end of -
nes
&

next to the street was this wire fence about 3 or 4 feet high. ¥ou .

look out and see someone hurrying along toward the latrines. as they 4

would come up to_this fence, they would throw thier leég up to get. over
g 4 %es exg@%gy.ahgt ‘@X??

and you could tell by the expression on thier_fa




. = happened, I think 1t happened to every one over there untll they got
ad Justed to the enviroment, the raision breasd and the used water,.

19. MY QUARTERS: At T.S.N. I and two of my Friends rented a house whlch was
part of a french ville, to what everyone else was llving in it was pretty
classy. It had 3 bedrooms, kltchen,living room, dinning room, two benjo's
wlth showers, a patlo front and back {wire covered). We even had our own
water well inside the house with electric pump. After we, The 12th A.C.S.,
moved to Bien Hoa Alr Base in December 1966, I lived in a 12 man tent
Wwlth eleven other guys and about 500 rats right besides the swimming
pool. I could not stay in that tent very long at a time. It was Just too
hot and confinning. Spent a lot of time at the NCO club and all the
Vietnameese Bom-de-Bom clubs schattered around Bien Hoa Air Base,

ROUTINE DAY: Arise at 2 a,m., go to the flightline, get all alrocraft pre=-
flighted then try to work breakfast in between then and first launch,
Sometimes, some of the troops would just have to walt for the F#GHE
"REACH CHOACH", (a snack bar on wheels) if you had the stomach for it.
About daylight or thereabouts, launch all missions, After first launch,
We worked on our equipment, sSpray tanks, pumps etc and and scrounged
(stoled begged and borrowed) any and every thing we could find on base,
that wall not heavily gaurded, by that I mean a £## gaurd with a loaded
M-16 pointed at you, that we ocould use or swap to someone for something
we could use, Next, we would recover all alrcraft and turn them around,
all that were flyable, After the last flights of the day, help repalr
all aireraft for the next days flying, all asircraft for that matter,
After the aircraft were repaired, it's down to the NCO c¢lub or the VNAF
clubs for all the beer you wanted and supper. You always ¥ would keep
both eyes peeled for anything that we could use and that we could
####ﬂ#####gﬁ acqulire one way or another, You had to get about 9 sheets in
the wind before you could sleep at nite for all the mosgultoes and rats,

PARTIES: The parties were what kept everybody golng. Man, you would be dog
tired and if you didn't go to the dally party you were a candy ass, and
not one of the troopst! I don't think that we ever planned a party, they
Just happened. Wherever and whenever the guys got together, things just
seemed to happen., The COWBOYS stuck together like white on rice, Nobody,
but nobody, messed with the yellow green brown patch wearers from "THE
RANCH".. One day Gen. Momeyer visited one of our partles, one day right
after he took command of 7th AF, and the beer was 1ced down in & Jeep
traller there on the flightline, needles= to say he got cooled off and

a few hymns were #¥féisdd deplatated to him. :

20a,. You had to be a true professional to stay with the Ranch. W& in im
malntenance most of the time sesm to could never get ahead of the game,
about the time you finished one day"s work (14 tolé hours)and longer)
another day would begin, A man not dedicatated to the Banch and it's
Mlsslon could just not surive the dally hassle, It was like working in a
grease plt or an oil dump all the time, everythimg was greasy and filthy
your clothes and especlally your shoes would Just simply swell up and
deterioate right on you. o

20b, None that I know of, Paul,

Paul, The only thimg that I have 1s 2 pictures of myself at the door of
ailrcraft #607, 2 pictures of ucl2i's flying, before they were camaflaged
pPalnted and 2 different sets of ordersat the of forming the 12th ACS. AS

I had to leave Bien Hoa in Peb. 1967 on an emergency leave, whlle I was on
leave, I was reassigned to the CONUS by western union telegram, and all of
momentoes and stuff got lost in the schuffle, 1 hope these few notes will be .

of some help to you. Bast of luck. . SON. (MSGT RET.).
P . -.@B}FTVJ:/ .%HRI 20N ( i }1 VY Nl




