
RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 

Form No. _'7---.,;;3_9;;....::4:-..-_ 
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso I 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated. 

middle signature 

Specific Information 
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. 

16 NOV 1981 
date 

Be specific. 
Tan Son Nhut 

1; Ranch Hand service I From 16 JPn 1966to17 Feh 1967' Where?Bien Roa Air 
Air Base/ 
Base 

2. RH/C-123 training I Where/When? _~NoUQot.IN"..EiII-_________________ _ 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Rank while in RH? TSGT Present/retired rank? MSGT RETT RED 
Aircraft Maintenance/ 

Duty(s) while in Ranch? Flight 1.100 ControJ1er dates? 16 ]nll 66 tQ 17 Fee 67 
22nd Tactical Air SUpport Sqdn, Bien Thuey !H/ 

Other Vietnam service? Where/when?B1en Hoa AB •. DIDe 1)16)1 t h I2' ]'aloe 1970 

6. If aircrew memberl 
a. Number of missions I RH ~Npi!l.·",n",e5i... _____ Other (specify) _--Iliw.lgc;nc.elL-_____ _ 

b. Combat flying hours I RH None Other (specify) _--INw.{gc;l:l.l1ie ______ _ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a name "blacked out" before this goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. SpeCial miSSions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch Site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present When a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special peoplel What or who should I 
not talk about? .~. 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, l2Q 1:!Q! ~ 
1!ili!i with this form. Repeat ••• l2Q.!!.Q! ~ ,IH!!IIIII Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name and form number on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be protected and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 

See attached sheets (J) for items 7 thru 20 



7. Cannot reoall. 
8. No. 

9. Mortor attaohs Tan Son Nhut and Blen Hoa Alr Bases. (not sure of dates). 
Whl1e at Tan Son Nhut I llved off base and on several oooaslons oould 
not get to work on time beoause of V C aotivlty. (oan't remember dates). 
After we moved to B1en Hoa, at night. a lot of tlmes a snipper would flre 
from the oemetary •. off the end of the runway, into the airoraft parking 
ramp. Sure dld save on flashllght batterlesl 

10. I was ln "THE RANCH" at· thebtlme of alroraft loss but was not present at 
the soene. We lost one alroraft ln the Iron Trlangle and one up north, 
about 40 ml1es southeast of Da Nang ln june 1966. The Iron Trlangle loss 
was ln August 1966 I belleve? Capt. Thomas Davle, pl10t, Capt. Jose~h 
Dougherty, 00.pl10t, SSgt. Elljah R. Wlnstead , fllght meohanl0 on .,,,, 
alrcraft, The left englne was hit repeatedly and they oould not feather 
the propeller. That"s about all I oan reoall. 
Oh yes, we dld have a belly landlng at Tan Son Nhut, Date? Battle damage 
to nose gear. 

11. Yes. kl11ed and wounded, but for the 11fe of me, I oan't remember the 
names or dates. 

12. Are you klddlng?YIS. You name It. Everythlng on the alroraft at one 
tlme or another, Just to name a few, propellere, tlres, fuel oells, 
herblolde tanks and flttlngs, hydraull0 11nes, fllght oon~rols, fllght 
oontrol oables, pullles, wlndows. eleotronlos •. lnstruments, landlng gear 
maln and nose. nose gear got hl t qul te often, ba tterles. englnes ,s tarters 
oyllnder heads, generatore. 011 ooolers, 011 tanks, fuel and 011 11nes, 
hydraull,o pumps lines and flttlngs, AOI tanks,maln wlng spars, oomplete 
englnel!~. On, one oooaslon a hoe handle oompletely thru an 011 oooler. 
(THIi: RANCH WAS PLOWING THAT DAY). Bullet holes ln the 011 oooler almost 
always had to ohange englnes. Spray englnes and assoolated equlpment. 
Spray booms and nozzles:. Helped repalr the belly of the one that slid 
ln at T .. S.N~ Those tin benders at Tan ~on rut sure hated us "TIll: .ANCH" 
before they were asslgned to' the 12th' . r •. mmando Sqdn. (1m faot all 
377th Pleld Malntenanoe personnel~ All,. he oould do about was to bl toh 
and keep worklng. . 

13. NO, NO •. 

14A. J,ust a bad streak of luokU I was Reassigned from 2851st All' Base Group. 
Kelly APE, Texas to Tan Son Nhut, 6252nd Q)lIlbat Support Group, 'AiAF. 
AP096307, 16 JUne 1966. After arrlvlng at Tan Son Nhut I Was ful'thel" 
aulgned to 377th organlzatlonal Jle.lntenanoe Sqdn~ Whloh had several 
seotlons In It. Three dlfferent fllghts of trash haulers. a UP fl1ght 
The Whlte Whale, a oouple of JJet Pllghts.,.And lastbbutnot least the " 
"RANCH. HAND" fl1ght. (Slx alroraft and the most barrels you ever seen 
and a dozen wore out pump englnes,. a wagon load of hand pumps and the 
B:1ggest JlU.d HUe In South 1Iletnan .(THE Ii:ND OF CHABLIB ROW)~ • Well the 
malntenanoe head shed deolded that I was needeGlln the bnoh Hand fllght. 
They dldn "t know what else to do w1 th me. They'iiltgured everyone ln the 
RANCH HANDS were nuts anyway. -.:~ 
(MY 2nd tour I was ln the FAC BUslness, 22nd TASSt 

14B. NOTHINGII Never heard of 1 t •. 'I'D RANCH HANDS Oli 'l':a, MISSZQlTJ, and was 
madder than a wet hornet when I. seen what a mess th.t :t nalto .wol'kirn 
and wlth. 



• 15a. Not a damn thingll Nothing before •. during or after Vietnam. Still 
don:'·t know anything ••• , 

16A The stand down days-----om to 'Ilung tau and or Bangkok. 

16L The day we lost that orew up north· anfi of oourse Chrietmaee. 

17. One day, on a rare day off, I wae going to the oommieeary in Cholon. 
I flagged down a oyolo to take me and as I wae eettling downifor the 
liIEY ride thru Saigomt,. I propped my feet up on the front end of the 
oyolo, The bumper you might oall it, and 1"11 be danged if a kid didn't 
jerk my ehoee off my feet and haulled ase down "10 P" Alley, If you 
Hiave ever been down "10 P" Alley" you know for eure that you didn't 
attemp to go down it bare footed or with juet eooke on. I had only worn 
thoee ehoee three timee. A real nioe pair of loffer!!!. ooet me $45'.00 too~ 

(2~ One day during a turn-apound, an airoraft had taken a round on the 
herbioide tank dump valve, whioh wae.not dieoovered on the thru flight 
until the tank had been filled with herbioide, well the dump valve was 
leaking •. Ae 1 was inepeoting the valve. eome dumb dude aotuated the dump 
valve and needlees to eay I reoieved 1000 gallone of herbioide right in 
the faoe and allover •• 

~3) I lived out the main gate at Tan Son Nhut, about eight blooke down 
Troung minh KY. The Frenoh had planted theee treee along eide the street 
about every 20 to 30 feet apart and it eure epruoed up the otherwiee 
orummy looking plaoe, well, eomebody, 1. don't know who, deoided these 
treee had to be removed to prevent the W C from hiding behind them 
during attaohe and slipping up on unsuepeoting G.I!S • One day they oame 
along and out theee treee •.. While I. wae at work one day they pulled up 
all·.theee stumps ,. whioh left these rather large deep holee in the ground. 
Thie wae during themooneon eeasonandof oourse it rained all day long 
as hard 'ae I hav,e ever eeen it rain. Sinoe we had no flying or maintenanoe 
going on the ground orewe gathered at the Tan Son Nhut NI.c .. O •. Club and 
prOoeeded to get drunk •. , After we had raieed ae muoh hell ae we oould at 
the olub" they would not eell ue any more beer or liquer •. about 15 of ue 
deoided that we would prooeed out to my plaoe, whivh was always supplied 
wi~h plenty of food and drinks (girls just outSide the door) and oontinue 
the party as the rain looked like it was going to last forever. Well 
when we got outside the olub it wae like being in the middle of one big 
lake. water everywhere. In the hi/Sh plaoee it was over your boots. Well. 
we hi tohed a ride on this army 6X6 and lit out home. ·As we were going 
down Troung Hinh K,y you oould not see any ground or dirt anywhere ,. it was 
like ridirl$ down a river., Well, thie Grunt stopped at my plaoe and every 
body bailed out of the 2.~,.Well would you believe it, the whole gang of 
ue landed in the biggeet deepeet etump hole in the world. 1.t must have 
been 20 feet wide and 15 feet deep. Uthat wasn't the biggeet mese I 
ever seen 16guy~. drunk, floundering around in all this filth and water 
about to drown. It muet have took 20 min~tes to get everyone out of 
there. You think that stopped the party? NO SIREE. we juet pulled off 
our wet olothee and put on bed eheete and every thing else we oould find 
and preesed on with pride. The party broke up the next nite after we had 
ran out of beer and liquer and everyone had gotten ei1lk on bom-de-bom 
beer and monkey eandwiohee... . 

18. You oould alwaye spot a new oommer in oountry, as we were on the end of 
"Charlie" row at T •. S.,.N", aoroe~ the etreet Wae eome barraoke, and ls,t:rlnes 
next to the etreet was thie wire fenoe about 3 or4t'eet high. ~c),u'¢.O;jl,;t,d ..•. 
look out and see someone hurrying along t.oward the latrlnue.8t:h:ey;,~·· .... 
would oome up to this fenoe. tltey would throwthler leg ~ptQ:g.:t;i.;.¢'tjll3' 
and you oould tell by the eXpre!!ll!lion on thier faoes exaG11llhy. wh'a1;; .,., •• d 



• happened. I think it happened to everyone over there until they got 
adjusted to the enviroment, the raision bread and the used water •• 

19. MY QUARTERS~ At T.S.N. I and two of my Friends rented a house whioh was 
part of a frenoh ville. to what everyone else was living in it was pretty 
olassy. It had J bedrooms, kitohen,living room, dinning room, two benjo's 
with showers, a patio front and baok (wire oovered). We even had our own 
water well inside the hbuse with eleotrio pump. After we, The 12thA.C.S., 
moved to Bien Hoa Air Base in Deoember 1966, I lived in a 12 roan tent 
with eleven other guys and about 500 rats right besides the swimmimg 
pool. I oould not stay in that tent very long at a time. It was just too 
hot and oonfinning. Spent a lot of time at the NCO olub and all the 
Vietnameese Bom-de-Bom olubs sohattered around Bien Hoa Air Base. 

ROUTINE DAY: Arise at 2 a.m. go to the flightline, get all airoraft pre­
flighted then try to work breakfast in between then and first launch. 
Sometimes, some of the troops would just have to wait for the ._ 
KatiCH CHOACH'", (a snaok bar on wheels) if you had the stomaoh for it. 
About daylight or thereabouts, launoh all missions, After first launoh, 
we worked on our eqUipment, spray tanks, pumps eto and and sorounged 
(stoled begged and borrowed) any and every thing we oould find on base, 
that waa not heavily gaurded, by that I mean a Iii gaurd with a loaded 
M-16 pointed at you, that we oould use or swap to someone for something 
we oould use, Next, we would reoover all airoraft and turn them around, 
all that were flyable. After the last f11ghts of the day, help repair 
all airoraft for the next days flying, all airoraft for that matter. 
After the aircraft were repaired, it's down to the NCO club or the VNAF 
clubs for all the beer you wanted and supper. You always * would keep 
both eyes ~eeled for anything that we oould use and that we could 
i~"Mi##" aoquire one way or another. You had to get about 9 sheets in 
the wind before you could sleep at nite for all the mosquitoes and rats. 

PA~rIBSI The parties were what kept everybody going. Man, you would be dog 
tired and if you didn't go to the daily party you were a candy asS, and 
not one of the troops I I I don't think that we ever planned a party, they 
just happened. Wherever and whenever the guys got together, things just 
seemed to happen. The COWBUYS stuok together 11ke white on rice, Nobody, 
but nobody, messed with the yellow green brown patoh wearers from "THE 
RANCH" •. One day Gen. Momeyer visited one of our parties, one day right 
after h. took command of 7th AF, and the beer was iced down in a jeep 
trailer there on the flight11ne, needless to say he got cooled off and 
a few hymns were '#*li#l' d~iatated to him. 

20a. You had to be a true professional to stay with the Ranoh. wi in im 
maintenance most of the time seem to could never get ahead of the game, 
about the time you finished one day"s work (14 to16 hours ) and longer) 
another day would begin. A man not dedicatated to the Ranch and it's 
Mission could just not suriv.e the daily hassle, It was 11ke working in a 
grease pit or an oil dump all the time, everythimg was greasy and filthy 
your clothes and especially your shoes would just Simply swell up and 
deterioate right on you. 

20b. NOne that I. know of, Paul, 

Paul, The only thimg that I have is 2 piotures of myself at the door of 
aircraft #607, 2 pictures of uc12J's flying, before they were caroaflaged 
painted and 2 different sets of orders at the of fOJl'llling the 12th ACS. AS 
I had to leave Bien Hoa in Feb. 1967 on an emergenoy leave, while I WaS on 
leave, I WaS reassigned to the ctNUS by western union telegram, and all of 
momentoes and stuff got lost in the sohuffle. I hope these few notes will be 

of some help to you. Best of luck. ao.Bli:RT L. J:lARRISON (MSGT BE.T • .) • 
....<h~, :rJ.d7'.~· d I / / oJ. / '7 


