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Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas AdM, Tt is
your information, If you wish to restrigt any part of this material, please indicateso:

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following Information, except as iﬁdicated._
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Specific Information

Please answer the following‘questions in the spaces provided., Be specific,

i. Ranch Hand service: From O v/€ {967 to :*J_;JN& 1968 ., Where? Bt-ev\ 'H‘OO\ %
2, RH/C-123 training: Where/when? ‘EEQE!:MS} el Qrmﬁ\ —\-‘V‘O\\v\\wq X
. Rank while in RH? A2c c\qu Sc;"'"“ Present/retdred—rank? /N Sq’f"‘

3

b, Duty(s) while in Ranch? ﬁ-ss;g'\?gd'cpeVJCL\,Q‘E(rp»JCL.a(‘tes? Ture 1967 “‘c Tu e !i{.y
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? A)one_
é

+ If aircrew member:
a., Number of missions: RH _ ‘Other (specify)
b. Combat flying hours: RH | Other (specify)

Narrative Information \

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detall as possible., Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name "blacked out” before this goes 1n the archives, just
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet.

7. Specilal missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above,'give date and details of the act, If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Ekplain.
10. Were you present when a Ranch aitcraft was shot down or crashed? Give all detaills,

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? G5ive as much data -
: as possible, even if you didn't directly observe it or are not sure of date or names.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13, Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? | '
14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforshand? _
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch {or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, fumny, etc.,, thing happened to you in VN or training?
18, Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? TYour parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was uniqﬁe. What should T tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special peoplel What or who should I
not talk about?

Other data: Do you have any good pietures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DO NOT 3END -
THEM with thls form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEMI!III Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it, I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. 4ll

- materials will be proteeted and returned to youli! Thank you for your help and time.

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M,
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8. I was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal for service as a UC~123B crew
chief.

9. I was present during the Tet Offensive of Jan. 1968. I served in the capacity
of a security police augmentee on the night of 31 Jan. 1968. On that night | saw
brief combat action in the defense of the base perimeter against hostile enemy
actiomn.

10. Yes. I don't recall the names of the crew members, but I do recall the air-
craft tall number, it was UC-123B, 588. I had been an assistani crew chief on

it for a' few months before getting my own aireraft. The crew chief at the time
the aircraft was shot down was SGT Vanderhoff. I remember him coming up to me on
the flight line and telling me that his aircraft had gone down. At that time we
didn't know that it had actually been shot down. At any rate he was visibly very
upset. Later on we were told the aircraft had been shot down over the "Delta',
I'1]1 never forget the look on Vanderhoff's face. I also felt a feeling that I
had never felt before. Eventhough I can't remember the pilot's name, I know he
was a major. He always rode a green "Lambretta' motor secooter to work. It was

a constant reminder for a few days because it stayed parked on the flight line
near our hanger. You expected its owmer to come and ride it away but of ecourse
that was not possible.

11, Refer to previous question. The exact date eludes me but it was sometime in
the middle of 1968.

12, I remember having to change a rudder cahle that had been shot in two. Also
a few times I was 1nvolved with removing and replacing nacelle fuel tanks that
had been shot full of holes. One of the first jobe I did as a crew chief was to
change a water injection tank that had a few bullet holes,

14, I first arrived:-at Bien Hea:and 'was assigned to the 3rd TAW transient mainten-
ance section. After a month there I was reassigned to the 12 ACS. | had no prior
knowledge of the mission of the outfit or any training on the C-123 aircraft.

15. Onee 1 became part of the Ranch Hands I was told we were spraying a chemical
used to defoliate treess I was told the chemical code named "Agent Orange' was
a high powered fertilizer and was completely harmless to animals and humans.

16. ! shared many happy moments even for all the discomforts and inconviences..
When I look back on it, regardless of the political ramifications, I enjoyed the
tour there. Even to this day and I have 16 yrs. service, the Ranch Hands was the
best organization I have ever been associated with. The people for the most part
were some of the most professional T have worked with in my air force career.
The sense of pride:and mission were unbelievable., We worked hard but always had
a good time both on and off duty. Sometimes just knowing you did a good job
would make me happy. The saddest moment I think was the inecident I discussed
earlier when we lost that aircraft. It is hard to express in words the deep
human emotion that you feel at a time like that. To experience something like
that at a young age has a profound, lasting effect on a persor. It was like
losing someone c¢lose as a relative or friend eventhough T didn't personnely

know any of the aircraft crew members. I guess you got that kind of feeling
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in an outfit like the Ranch Hands where everyone depended on everyone else so0
much,

18. I can remember a few incidents that were unusual. One time an aircraft came
back with part of the windshield and instrument panel damaged. A bat with at

least a 5 ft. wing spam came through the cockpit, The pilot was Lt Col Kellogg I

believe and they had the bat as evidenece in the cockpit with them. That was one
time they could attest to the fact that we flew really low on our missions.
Another incident that comes to mind is the time a guy named Ed Frambie was pull-
ing security police augmentee duty. Sone security policemen and him were out

on the perimeter of the base just after the Tet Offensive in 1968. They had
been told to watch for snipers and any other« persons that might be in the area.
They had gotten out of their jeep and were just standing around when all of a
sudden Bd was knoecked to the ground. He had been shot in the left fatigue poe-
ket, Well he was lucky that day because he had his sunglassess, lighterand some
pencils in that pocket. Coupled with this fact and the fact that the sniper was
a ways off, he only received a bruise. He was scared as hell but nothing else,
He was able to wear that bullet around his neck for a "good Luck" charm the reat
of his tour in Nam,

194 We lived in buildings called "hooches", a wooden building with screening
for the sides. They were designed for coolness because of the heat and the
humid elimate, This, coupled with those of us who were lucky enough to obtain
a small fan, made it not too unbearable., We had constructed a combimation
bar and day room at one end of the hooche that everyone spent alot of their
off duty time in. Many nighte were spent drinking and socializing in that
small area. We also played alot of card games like spades and hearts to pass
the time away. Once in awhile someone would bring in a guitar and we would
sing some of the songs popular to that period. A television was obtained and
it became another attraction to pagss the time. One of the favorite shows we
could get on the tube was "12 o'c¢clock high', the WWII show about the bomber
sqdn. Ironic wasn't it? Another thing that was always handy was the radio,
who can ever forget the Chris Noel show?

A typical Ranch Hand day started at the wee hours of the morning, usually at
0LOO or 0500 hrs, Most of the missions were flown as so@n as the sun came up.
Once the preflight on your aircraft was done it was about day light. It was any-
bodys guess on what time you got off because you stayed with your bird until-:
it was in commission. A erew chief really learned all about the C-123% fast
because you did just about everything yourself in the way of maintenance,

I can remember putting 24 hours in one time during the monsoon season and
changing a tire and brake in water sz foot deep on the ramp with me amd another
guy sitting in it. We didn't mind it so much because you always felt good about
it and you felt a sense of pride when the acft commander ask you "Is it ready
chief?n,

20. To elaborate a little more on what I said in question 16, a person would
have had to serve in the Ranch Hands to feel what it was all about. The flair
and the uniqueness of it was one thing, but the guts and determination of all
assigned to it was really what it was all about., I guess everyone could say
the same about the different outfits they served in over there but I think we
had the best "Espirit de Corps' of any outfit in Viet Nam.
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The o0ld heads taking care of the young guys and the experienced leaders leading
young troops that for the most part had never been anywhere in their lives be-
fore., With all the adversities and at times hopelessness of it all,we did aceom-
plish our mission, For a long time after I returned from Viet Nam it seemed that
it was fashionable to disassociate cne's self from saying that you ever went

to Viet Nam. For myself I didn't feel that way, I was proud to s5ay I had donme my
part, small as it was. I think thie attitude was due to the fact that I aid
serve with one of the best organizations over there. If I ever have to go to war
again,I hope it is with a bhunch of guys like the ones in the Ranch Hands. With
all the controversy about "Agent Orange" today I still say I am proud to have

been part of.it all.ﬂ—q
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Winford D. Martin Jr., MSQT,USAF




