, S _ RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT x ' '
o : _ _ orm No.
Please type or use pen to provide the reguested information. This data will be used
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated.

asian , ///_/AM // //JM %//M #/I/m /95/
Name (last /7 first middle _ /signature _ date

—-u--——'--—_—..--—-——-q-..-‘.—————-.-—--.u-q-.«——-c-—--c—

Specific Information

Please answor the following gquestions in the spaces provided., Be specific,

rli; Ranch Hand service; From Fea [ZFto F:.fﬁ! (92 w’here? é?AfA/ %ﬁ.

2, RH/C-123 training: Where/when? Mar /L'/éZAO. Fip

3. Rank while in RH? /QAC /éﬁy;z Present/retired rank? (fi?/’?f
4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? g;£51/ CAIE S ' dates?
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? Nor) E
6. If aircrew member:
a, Number of missions: RH ~ 41 Other (specify)
‘b. Combat flying hours: RH __—~ /4 Other (specify)

Narrafive Information

‘On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following quastions with as much
detall as possible. Write too much, rather than too little, Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name "blacked out” before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet,

7. OSpecial missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, wWho else)

8. ﬁecorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If
you have a copy of the narrative Justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9, Wera-you present during an attack against the base, Rench site, or quarters? Ekplain.
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Wers you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, even if you didn t directly observe it or -are not sure of date or namss,

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13, Dd you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the proceduré? _

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told sbout the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? '

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happlest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, fumny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or trainiﬁ%?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters 1like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was uniqhe. What should I tell the reader that will help him_.'
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I
not talk about?

Other data: Do you have any good pictures (gspecially of RH members), any journals, notes,
~diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, Do NOT SEND
THEM with this form, Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEMiI!!!i Describe the items on a separate

piece of paper, with your name and form nui nudber on 1t. T will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied at a later date, All °
- materials will be proteeted and returned to youl!l Thank you for your help and time,

Please return this form and the narrative shests in the enclosed envelope to Texas Ak,



Form No. 7519
Wiley H. Mahan
7. None | |
8. AF Commendation Medal

9; I was present during'Tet offensives of 1969 & 1970 and
many other rocket attacks against Bien Hoa. But I did not
gee any direct’ combat

10. XO
1l1. No

12. T helped replace hydraulic lines, a hydraulic reservoir
and an oxygen tank. I also went inside a herbicide tank to
repair a bullet hole, : - R :

13, Ko

14, Just luck I gueas. I'knqw nothing abont the.Raneh
‘before I arrived . T : _

15, I was only told how much white, blue or orange to put
on the aircraft. . _ _
16, I can't think of any experiences that were especially
happy or sad. My most memorable experience was seeing the

stark contrasts of Saigon during a one-day stop on my way
to a TDY in the Phdllipines. .

17. During a TDY to DaNang, I was. training a younger airman
to run engines, The aircraft was noged into the revatment
and everything was set up according to the book, This
included stationing anosher man on the headset behind the .
‘aireraft, I explained the procedure for reversing the pr@pa.
" and cautioned the trainee not to- pull the throttles back :
 too far. However, when he lifted the throttles over the stop,
he pulled them all the way back., This pitehed the nome of
the of the aircraft up gnd gave, me the feeling that the air-
- craft was going to Jump over the revetment wall.

fear was nothing. oomﬁarad to that of the nen behind the air-
craft, He thought it was going to fall on its taidk, 8o he.
threw the headset den and@r&n._ - '

18, We had one’ mechanic in the outfit who' ! claimed that a .

- chock was his dog. He fied.it to his bed at night and "led"
‘it to work &nd”back eagh dayy Oh yes, he didn't work on
~airplanes. He wds asgigned-to the repair of meintenance

-gtanda and hih taur was cur%ailed early for some - reasen., IR
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19, I lived with about 7 other guys in a hutch with a tin
roof and screen sides, It did have a small day-room on one
énd with a television and a refrigerator. The community
latrine and showers were in another building about 20 yards
away, on the other side of the bunker,

My routine day was work 7 to 5 unless 1 went . in early to
- preflight and launch my aircraft. The crew chiefs who went
in early would get off in mid-afternoon and go directly.
to the NCO club to save a good table for the others. Almost
every evening we went to the club for 35¢ mixed drinks and
to watch the imported bands and dancing girls., ‘I wasg off
work one day each week, then I slept late, went swimming
and worked out in the weight room,

20, Having one year of experience in aircraft maintenance
before Vietnam and 12 years experience since then, I can
truly say the Ranch was unique., Though 1 don't know for
sure whether it was only the Ranch or if other organizations
in Vietnam were similar. I do know that we experienced
very high dedication to the unit and the mission. This
led to high productivity and meny efforts that were extra-
ordinary. In spite of almost constant complaining, we
volunteered to work late, we helped each other, we studied
-the C~<12% Technical Data at night and used ingenuity to gat
the aircraft off on time, We had limited specialist support,
unique maintenance problems (caused by battle damage) and
most of us had no previous experience on €C~123's, Yet we
got the job done and we had better relations between operations
and maintenance than we have today, 4&s an aircraft maintenance
officer in SAC heedquarters, I wish I could tell you what
made Ranch Hands work so well. Then I could fix some ®©f the
problems we face today., I guess sochketal factors of the
times, the isolation and less structured atmosphere in
Vietnam and leadership combined to make the difference, A
~ key factor must have been leadership but I was at Buch a low
level in the organization that I can't say where that '
leadership came from specifically. -But maybe . .of even more
importance was a group of young people with a’ “Work ethic,
who took pride in a job well done. They competed with- each
other for the satisfaction that comes from working t@ make
their aircraft the best in the fleet. ' _ o

Other Data: I have a couple of Bmm mgwﬁng-of the aircraft
and our living area; You é&re welcame td borrow them 1f
they will be of use to you. . : .



