Tew # G " RANCE HAND HISTORY PROJECT IR
| . | Form No, _6 O 2 1.
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information, This dats will be used

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Arohives at Texas AdM. It 1s
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of_this material, please {indicatess

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, sxoept as indicated,

_ MpvTeR Rer _Det Yl LIy AN
Name  (last first middle “signature ' date

--------------------- - e M o e B M W M M M W M M M W e W w e

Speoific Information
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific,

i; Ranch‘Handwservtcez‘ From ®hrw 191¢ to Frb 1449 - . Where? iifﬂf1}°3

2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? Wit Field BMR Byttt Fombiroidisa
. Rank while in RH? Yo% - Present/retired ranki Tont

. Duty(s) while in Ranch? -JBRRBEY 10 E““P Section, dates? %€ - 1949
!

3
4
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? _piox,
6

s  If aircrew member:
a, Number of missions: ERH Y (Palehey)  Other (speoify) 4 -
b, Combat flying hours: RH Wone Other (specify) ' f0ne

Narrative Informstion

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detall as possible., Write too much, rather than too little, Use names and dates, if
possible, If you want a name "blacked out’™ before this goes in the archives, just _
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of sach sheet.

7. .Speciel missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If
you have a copy of the narrative Justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Raench site, or quarters? Explaiﬁ.
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, even if you didn't directly observe it or are not surs of date or namss.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13, DAd you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedura?

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happlest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unususl, odd-ball, weird, funny, etec., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of apecial people?! What or who lhould I '
not talk about?

Qther data: Do you have any good piotures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, . - ..
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DQ NOT SEND =
THEM with this form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEM!!!!1 Describe the items on a separate
piece of paper, with your name andfTG}m number on it. I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at & later date. All
materials will be proteeted and returned to youti! Thank you for your help and time,

Please return this form and the narrative sheete in the enclosed envelope to Texas A,



B

5 ROHERT C MANTLER
OLD GTLBERTUTLLE ROAD :

WARE, MASS. 01082 |
NARRATIVE TNFORMATTbel.

2.

11,

12, -

.hold:the'peint.tb:tih akin 6f thereircafft.:lj-_:ﬂ

10,

| soep and was told wh11e sﬁu”'

*'l. I did not participate in. any spec1al m1551ons or operations. h

1 wes not awarded any - special decorations, other than the Ranch reCE1ved as an organizat1on._

T was assaned to ‘the Ranch during the TET oFFen51ve of 1968 Witnedded the possible
inflitration oF the baseand the attacks on the enemy from the F-h-s and gunshﬁps.

I was not activelly assocafted with the crash and rescue of any of" the birdse

_I was not prexent-when e'member-was Rikked_or wounded.

Saw plenty of the hattle damaqe, but other than removing’ the necessary 780 equuipment

I did not assist dn the work.

T had nothinq to do with the ﬁpanninq of the missions. ‘

W

wheh T received my oders From the 99th Bw at Westover to 90 to C-l23 sbhoéI tn Florida )

I had no idea of what the mnssion Was, they Just Familierized usg’ with prop enqines 1nstead

of Jet Engines. They had not changed over From Cmodels to K models tilI I got to the Ranch. -

I wa sot to“d of the chemicals used in the spraying oF the land. I did know about the
chemicaﬂ Fatches sprayed, as I uas given the iﬂik 9? trving to keep the peint from peeling

I_had to take Lamples oflthedpeeledlpaint and &

-off every time 10 wame back from a mission.

_The happiest moment i can recalﬂ

‘back ‘on my Feet. The seddest pa_. .
to the states and they wonld not let "
of a qood bunch of'workers. They sai

The-dnl; unusue? thing I can recalI, its when; .
of ‘the Rocket Attdcks, (I Just. started- tak tng

“ed in~the bunker; how‘sweet

snded with. stinkinq“sa\‘
e all maneged'

The "Hootch"has like all the rest,‘aur'

the rats and bugs it was: pretty m*seeebl ,
managed to keep up the moral as beét :




-

Anh\rr'iﬁr’iﬁl_‘ THTARMATTAN:

1 have several good pictures of the ranch, one be1nq the center fold pvcture of the birds
fEthﬂfnq from a misston, as it appaseed in the center Fold of Stars and- Str1ps. I have a
few of the hase, ;he bunkers » and the F]ight line that T wle gladly forward to you upon
_réquast. i stilt posses the oriqinal white sﬁort sleeved shirt the ranch used on parties,

T wiuld 1ike to state here, theat livinq in Mass. and a: Few m1les from Westuver, I walked the
flight 1ine, one day and had the pleasure of meet1ng Patches. She sti!ﬂ smeIPed; and several

;*of the other h1rds weee stibr FTy1ng For the Reserves.



