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RANCH HAND HISTOHI PROJECT
Form No.

| 7611
" Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M, It is

your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

-

I hereby authorize the scholérly use of the following information, except as indicated.

Nolan Jimmy : 3 Jan,82
Name  (last first middle signature date
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Specific Information

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specifie,
1. Ranch Hand service: From July 69 to July 70 » Where? Bien Hoa AB.L RVN
2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? _Hurlburt Field, Fla, / Jun. 69

3. Rank while in RH? MSgt., Present/HSTA¥AX rank? __ CMSgt
: ' Nov, Jan.
4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? Instructor and Flight Examidetes? Inst. 69 /Flt. Exam.
Filght Engineer
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? None
6. 'If aircrew member;
a, Number of missions: RH Approx. %96 Other (specify)
‘b, Combat flying hours: RH Approx. 283 Other (specify) ]59 Hrg, C-133A aireraft

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detall as possible. Write too much, rather than too little., Use names and dates, if
possible, TIf you want a name "blacked out" Before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name, On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the .form number in the upper right-hand corner of -each sheet,

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Yeart, DFC, or aBOVe, give date and details of the act, If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an sttack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain.
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
ag possible, even if you didn't directly querVe it or are not sure of date or names.

12. DAd you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure?

14, .How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Béfore_vietnam?

16. Other than something already discussed {or going home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etec.,, thing happened to you in VN or training?
18, Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique., What should T tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I
not talk about?

Qther data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with this form. Repeat.,.DQ NOT SEND THEM!!11t Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it. T will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. 4ll
materials will be proteeted and returned to youl!! Thank you for your help and time.

Please return this form and the narrative shests in the enclosed envelope to Texas AdM.
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# 7611
‘#5. There were numerous special missions and operations during my tour
and I was involved in aome of them but cant remember the names of them.
On one special mission, 1t.Col. Fisher,(our squadron commander at the thee )
and I went to Nakhon Phann PTAFB, Thailand to get checked out in the
flare drop operation. We flew 3 or 4 missions up north while we were
there then went back to Bien Hoa to check out the rest of the 12 805
crewmembers. This was to be our new mission when they stopped us from

70

spraying. This was late May or early June as best I can remember,

~ We normally had two spray missions a day and every plane that was in

commision flew. I think our largest formation while I was there was 15

. ship. If our missions went on time and most of them did, we were finished

.with both missions by 1000hrs. and back at the ranch.

#8 DFG, 10 Apr. 70 |

On this mission we took heavy ground fire which damaged our spray engine
but continued to run the engine manually and stayed on the spray run
depleting our ‘tank. I wag adminkstering a check-ride to one of our
engineers out of Danang AB.

Vietnam Cross of Gallarénty With Palm:

Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medals

#10 One of our ?lanes wag forced to landgdue to damage from ground)
fire) at a base down in the delta. NO one was injured.

#9, The Blen Hoa AB had numerous rocket attacks while I was there.
Our quarters wewe never hit directly but there were some close calls.,

We lived on the old side of the base which had low screened in loovered

“hooches. We had sand bags about 4ft. high around the outside walls and

a bunker out back we used quit fréqmently. We also had a bar and day
room acrogs the back of our two hooches, and had alot of cook-outs and
parties when we could get togeather enough food. The ranch was a close
group but we had alot of good'friends in other units that visited us
and helped us in gétting supplyes for our cook=-outs,
b, I was.selected for the ranch, out of the UB-123 CIésﬁ_af.Eﬁrlbért

Fleld. I don't know why or how they selected 3 or 4 of us, 1 didn’'t
anything about the mission. We had to stay on‘aftsriﬁﬁo.sﬁé@@&'déhoel-
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# 7611

. t® get in our formation and low level flying time.

#15. No on, (or ét least I can't remember if they did) ever told us
anything about the chemicals we were using. | |
#16 Other than going on R and R and leaving for the stétes, I guess
our 4000th. hit pabtty at Danang AB was the blg event. We had a big
time getting the whole squadron togeather and celebrating that.

#19. Our quartérs were very dusty during the dry season and mess¥
during the rainy season, Our showers and tollets were about 75 yards
away from our quarters and some times we had watér: and some times we
_didn't. We did have hooch malds that cleaned our quarters and did
most of our laundry. We each paid so much a month to pay the hooch
{maids. | |

:#20. I guess the ranch was special because the people were so proud
and took pride in doing a good Job in a very lmportant and dangerous

missiom,

I do have.a few plctures but thats about it.



