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'- P~ease type or use pen to provide the requested information. _ If you Wish a 
partioular answer to remain oonfidential (i. e., for my use ~), plaoe an asterisk (*) 
before the number of the question or that particular portiorlC):fyour information and the 
answer.will be blacked out before this form is deposited in the archives. 

- -- -
1. ~ a. 

b. 

- - -
You 
You 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - -
Release Form (Initial appropriate boxes) 

may attribute this information to me and quote me, except as asterisked. 
may quote this information, but I wish to remain. anonymous. 

2. ~ a. You may deposit this information in the archives, except as asterisked. 
1::3 b. You may deposit this information in the archives, except as asterisked, but 

I wish to remain anonymous (black out my name and other identification). 
t:J c. Do not deposit this form in the archives. It is for Paul Ceoil's use only. 

J. ~data may be made available in the archives for research by qualified scholars. 
I a. immediately after completion of the unit history. 

b. aft,r years. (Fill-in a number from 1 to 10, if you oheck this item.) o c. never. I have speoified above that this form may not be eposited. 
, 

I hereby authorize the soholarly use cted above. 
': 
I 

Name -"~CI/o.!;1U,,,REK~\ .... L-,:::L.::E:.::O;;.N:.::A::.RD:;;:...:;.J~JU:.;'!E:::,S::;""...-_--r 
ast first middle 

APRIL.2$, 82 
date 

- ~ - -- - ~ - - - - --- -- - - -- - - - - - --- - - - - - - - ---
QUestionaire 

Se as specific as possible. On the back of this form, and on as many additional 
pages as you care to use, please amplify any of the follOWing items. What I need are 
your feelings and impressions ••••• about people -and events ••••• both humorous and serious. 

:.l't. '. .' 

4. Ranch Hand service. From ',AUG 6$ to OCT. 67 • Where? TSN, DNG 

DNG. 311 ACS June 65-July 65, 
5. Other Vietnam service? Wh reT When? 

6. 

8. 

9. 

11. 

12. 

lJ. 

14. 

I 
, 

Ranoh Hand/C-12J training. Where/when? 123 HUrlburt 65/ RH in pla~e 

, " I i 
Rank(s) while in VN I present/retired rank. ~Ca::;.pli..tl::.-_____ /L..;;L~t.:.../..:..c.;:.:bl::'--i-_.j..I __ _ 

Duty(s) while in Ranch. -,----------------1.--1.---...... ---IINav/ Ins,t. Nav./ Flight Exarllner/

I 

' 'I li I 

DeOOTations? (If purple Hart, DFC, OT above, please' give date aoj,. de!tails of vent.) 
Sil,ver Star, ~Direct d gunl!'ire aI>lay from Haimed 123, ] gU'ess) 2 I1FC • 

(lE1sser heroies) PH, got smacked in the fa~e vIi th a sl1a11 arms sqo'tf: 

31 :Air medals I (shO'l·}i 
specIal missions/oferation 

g up on time) plus a bunch of t e usual, st~:Ii· 
pATticipated in? (Give as much detail as pouiole.) i 

}!ihn 'frail, Pink Hose (Dry' out rJr 13-52 F:tr~ ]'Jambs) D}1Z'tvn'Y'k "ome I Ho Chi 

If aircrew memOer. I 
I 

{" , , 

! 

R~ 200 (specify) 240 a. Number of missions. Other 

0._, Combat flying hours. ItH 200 Other (specify) 450 

Were. you j>Tesent during an attack against the bas!:>, Ranch 8th, or quarters? Efpltin. 
Yes~ on several: ocassions, in Dng, 'While R & R in a Special 1"9rces'! Camp. 

Were I you present when a Ra ch aircraft was shot down. crashed, or cTe.w me~bers were 
killF or-wounded?· Explai. Pid:ed up sever'al PH'serf-A/C. No fata)"aties. 

I 97 Hits dur:Lng tour. 
! 

WeT.' you pTesent dUTing an planning meetings with US and/or Vietnamese offiCials tOT 
spray missions? When/wher /who? Explain. Visl ted almost all pll1IOvi.ncjJS, br:Lefi.ng 
Proirinc-L ... c..:}iI.'!-rS'.::Pv' IZ-# ""1,fS"/,,,vJ A/fUP A?A. <:Ps;Y4-#.tt- (~~~> 
.>'?~1~-Jj) tP~~.s~/~,1 <;,,:i,/.qm ... /ol ~,r....z;;.,£ />ft-.C /.!a--.v04J7J". t/~"t<--f 

&';:~q4':7 ""~ -6- (next page) -' 
i . r.9~,~ c.,C, '-;//9.P-9Ai G~~'~"- tvll1j1..-7U?, 
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'15.. Did you take part in any 'civic action projects? (Orphanages, part~s h<ftc • ~f-Pe~lain. 
Yes, Worlted i-lith the State Dept. Gals at Or1)):1anage many I,lee;:e. s, e 
mission. Revlarding experience. Where are they ClOiv? 
16. Did you ever observe the effects of Ranch Hand missions £~<tm the ~¥un~?i 

Yes, numberous SF Camps, inv:Lted dOvJl1 for tacti -;;') cLU",,, on 
and s C)me rice wine. . ' 

17. Did you ever discuss the effectiveness of Ranch missions with personnel who had 
operated on the ground in mission areas? If so, how much help did they feel it 
wal? Mes, see my EOT Report. In Some cases, quite elffective? 

(Tactical Defol. othorlVise, vasted effort, (Pink Rose Etc) 

16. Did you ever observe or help repair unusual battle damage (more than just routine 
1111&11 arma damage? Details? No. 

19. How did you get into the kanch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 
Volunteered. Knevl itl I,las the most specialized, hand selected (at 
that time) outfit in ,VN, vlith a vital, tactical mi,ssion. 

20. What were you told about ~he chemicals used? Before Vietnam? In Vietnam? 
Nothing. In 1.\' ery iittle, except whicb. vlold i.Jork best agio "Ihat 

type df target. ' 
21. What other thing should I tell about that would help the reader understand and 

know the uniqueness of our outfit? What people, events, etc. deserve special 
mention? I think some of our more verbose members can h~ndle this one. 

But will mention a bit on reverse side. 

22. 

23. 

What were your living quarters like? Your typical day? Your in'or out-processing 
to Vietnam or to the Ranch? Your days off? What kept you sane ••• or drove you nuts? 
Qtrs at Dng "lere rather spartan. Lived nicely in small apt in 
Saigon. In/Out processing? Non-existant. Days Orf? Damn fev/. 

There are a thousand questions that I have not thought of. Please tell me the 
, 

good and the bad things we should remember about Vietnam. 

I 

24. Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of Ranch Hander5), journals, 
notes, diaries, letters, briefing papers, maps, etc., that. I cou~ copy and return 
to you? If so, .!12liQ! ~ ~ with this form. Repeat ••• .!12 NO ~ ~IIIII 
D8Icribe the items on a separate piece of paper, with your name 011 it, and I will , 
give you instructions on when to send them.at a later date. , 

- - - - - - - - - --- -- - - - -- - -- - - - - - -- -- -
(Use the below 
expand on the 

space, the bac' of the forma, and as many additional Rases as you l1ke to 
answers to the questions. Annotate with question nu~er to identify.) 

! ! i 
~ 

I' 



Hd~i!l'f$i~WL '~iilt~:;t~)f~1i":g'~YS6h~o'~\''lnto "~ht RJ~h';,;~~~,,ge1\r~:~,,:gq:i :;;~t ,:r 
in a box. I guess my las ting observatfon:, wi thoih getting into the 
politilZru f~u pax, of our time in VN i.s that the combat e:x:perienc~ 

w,age,:t;Re:l.Xle'i~ .. f., .. PAA .. ~"~.' adei.~·~'~!l'. '.R.~. ~i.Be}.~~rl:l~.".;r';iHHhi"'O~'.i:na. h' q"the. '.'" ,ert:f .. tiI. ~:t OJ;bl",1~g u,g' n",ri\"aown to .. arnUch;,+~ssei:' 'level ,then whene.arrived. 
Some guys went home wi th,!\ ~;l'eSce. dealo,f ,personal i,ntegl'Hy, 'oth'Jls 

i~e~,~:~~1~~~~e~~~~tH;ri~~~~'ra~1~~~t1,;f~~~¢~~~ia~h:~~~~(:{~~d,1;~~;;i: 
J.eadership (Russ MolmeY&Ra'l~h Dress,er)certalnlywas a prime :t'a.ctoJ:) 
in ,ge&:4,~~~,)~~, tlJ,;r)l,)·P,ta<:::h, tG2"B;LEl;Sls,~~m •. ' , . , •• ,m .' I;, ','. ".' .:, 

QUestions ? 

~.'J' U,-:,-
),; 

.)._, 'r' - .n ':Ih;. j.". ;'<'\' ,{,1 '.;I.,}:"\/ 

Please call,. or dro,p.mea pote. 

. ':'-'," 
, ' , 

i,',' ,t,: . '.'.,~,\' ,'J'~i;), ;;;)j\", ;: ',d 

;.t, y r:;"" "r)","","; ,.; 

. '''-';' , 

.' 'f," , ,~ 
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"You're retired now. Relax." 

Deer Paul: 

handilY eve. 

7113 f 10a11,), eheeL:Lng :i..n. r30rry fo:c tho d f:11ny, but y-)U see 
I lieU) eatinG a Gyros on the docks ,')nd I \!as stolon by Gypsies 
as t' ey fOl1nd out I lv]Vo socret POIler. Holasod a lP,tle 'lbile back 
I am now a:l10 to c1util1uO sorving the people of Tarpon Springs 
:1nd fire])! off r,lY innut ref. our VN experiences. 

I 11roto :,)10 Af cer j'our neport, left it; l't th r,lY boss at TACC and 
. as\ed >i' to '.71t),ilold Lf; ti,ll my report c1'rd pr"cessed, aS at 
tho tLne I bad ho;):)(1 to uo};:e ;j 8r. I s tL 11 feel t no 8(1"1e "Iay 
a1)ou""['10 OH;:cn] ~'1'10rl Of' "'),e, u"e of' I'or'b {'~"'r'e"" ro'c

, bi o·ue·r l,.. U.,", .J C. ~Cl -'.l-l. .~ v. ,-' .J...L .• vctl. (,.') ->v,.;,) U lJ -b,~) , 

closer 111 to B. Floa etc 80 \10 muld dump more Herb. 'I'he80 massive 
expenditures vlere a (;0(;,'1 ',108te of ti'lC, as Has our attenpt to 
dry out tl~o mt:;. around, (South) of P1ei;:U, so 1!e co,.ld th,en 
start Ell'est fIres and burn burn. l)idn I t \·lOrk. As stated, the 
tactioo1 defoli,n tion and some cr0p \,as bonefi cial to our effort, 
but the biG stuff s.emed ocJ1.y a moans to eX,cmd the rwssive 
anounts can tracted for by the ;'rIllY Chemical Corps. As the Chern. 
Corps head coon once said (Col. iiosley) "By God, this is our 
only mi.ssion ( Chemtco.1 Corps) since mu, n.ncJ. 1,le are going to 
r:w}::e th,-) Flost of It .Ir. 



Clt\' 

eVidence of defoliation efforts was the Rung Sa,tarea along 
the ship channel from Saigon to Vung Tau, The l'est, without 
exception was green, could not tell where we had been, 
Verdant undergrowth grew thru the top canopy, ~Jhich may have 
been laid barE!, but Mother Nature took care of' tl:le rest, 
I think that if the Army Clhem. Corps were serious about the 
long term effects, a soillS,tElrilant could have been devel­
oped, precluding seed germin~t:t.bn, regrowth, laying the DMZ 
and the Laos, Cambodian lBlSrdera. wast,eland, NO Mans Land', 
then mine it, patroli ta d may,\?e cootain the va to SVN' , 
territory, and completely-reduce' the constan(i infil t,rat1d)lh. 

My thoughts. Use them as yc>u,wiSh, ,Cline more. Loveli 
monument Ja:ck and :f1!lend have devi$~d. I think thedo$t. is ' 
rediculous, m would rather see a:simpie'slab commora,t:Lngt):iose 
that we~e KIA in the Ra:ncl:l.,Then, Iwo~dgladlys;;(pport,,' 
$ a 11 v 109 memorial at schCllarships t;oX' those dependant/ilc)fthe KIA 
or whomsoever their kil')" wo~ld.,d,e$:Lgnate,' ,,01')',1& per eallih, 11', 
only $J;OOO each1 would serve ho~et\lllY to get a youth started 
in college and.!. can t tth1n~:Q;f'ab~jjter trfbu,te to our lost 
comrades, Appreciat<!l,Y(illm thaug~htljil'i,', a.ndwai'me:at regards 
to ,you and your ;f'taIll11y,' " " 

Best, 



aD 0' !'OUR llEPORfI Capt..in Leonard J. Pochurek 

TACPliII 

The tollowing comments regarding the aerial detoliation program in SOuth­
east Asia are submitted in the hope that an impartial and cOlilprehensive 
evaluation of all aspects of "Project ll.iinch Hand" be initiated. The 
opinions expressed are m;y 01Cl, but are shared by ruan;y others who have 
been a part ot Ranch lland. 1 have been very closely "BOciated with Ranch 
hand aa a navigator and TACC Herbicide Project Otticer for over twa years. 

llACItOR9I1t1D INF'ORMATIOlh 

Aerial defoliation in RVN -.s considered operationally feasible by an OSD 
TechnicalfiJ.ilitar,y i!.'valuation teu in ~iq 1962. In November 1962, the 
tollowiJlf guidelines WIIr8 placed on defoliation operation 1111 ''That euch 
operations will not involve crop destruction and will be limited to clear­
ing roadsides, powerlines, railroads and other LOG's. and areas adjacent 
to air tields. de.'Ote and other nald installations." (DEI'TI>'L 561. :;tate 
to Saigon. )0 Nov8ll1ber 1962.) In ~iq 1963 authority to initiate defolia­
tion operations was delegatsd to the Ambassador and C~!U~iACV with the tol­
lowing guidelines I 

a. Defoliation operations should be tew in number. undertaken onl,y in 
the tollowing circumstances I 

1. libere terrain and vegetation particularly tavor the use ot 
herbicides. 

2. In areas remote tram population. 

3. Ittlen hand cutting and burning are impracticable. 

b. A tew high priorit,. projects can be undertaken in populated aress 
where military advantages are very clear and hand cutting and burning are 
not teasible. (DKPTEL 1055. state to Saigon. 7 )'.ay 1963.) 

Another evaluation team was established in September 1963. This group. 
deaigJl&ted Task Force Saigon .F:valuation T_. was COIilPOSed of an American 
Embasll7 Political Otticer. twa Arrq Lt/Colonels from I'ACV and an Air ~'orce 
.'ajor representing 2nd Air Division. All detoliation operations bet_n 
September 1962 and SeptlllllDer 1963 tIIIl'e waluated and the tau deteruined 
that detoliation operations had a detinite ~ilitary worth in Counter­
insurgenc,. and recollllllended continuation ot the program. The progru was 
oontinued with state Department appro'V&l. 

Crop destruction was tested concunently with the initial detoliation 
operations in 1961. wt analy ais ot r8l1Ulte lagged behind due to potential 
reproouaa1ons as a consequenoe ot the program. Department ot State empha­
.n.ct that Pl"1mar7 consideration in crop destruction is to insure that Us 

., ..... 
. J , 



.... OVII .,uld not abliOrb &.dYer.e propaganda and local reaction without 
aoh1enng &'lIT signiticant II1ilit&r7 advantage. (DEPTEL 1 ;:;66. state to 
Sa.1aon. 30 )ia,:r 1962.) U&sed upon evaluation of the test progrlllll. adequ­
ate OW preparations tor crop destruction had been mu.de and that a sub­
stant.i&l liIil1t&r7 advantage could be obtained. On 25 ileptem~ 1962 
Mr. Thuan. RVH SecM&r7 of state .tated to Pre.ident Kenned1 that "crop 
deetruot1on _s vital 1f the _1' in Vietnam wall. to be .hortened". The 
iDit1al gu1A:lelines tor crop de.truotion WlNI 

1. All crop deatruction operation. must be approved in advance b;y 
the Aas1atari8. Seoretar7 Far Baat aM DOD. 

2. Crop delltruction mUit be confined to remote areas known to be 
occupied by VC. It should not be carriild on in area8 where VC are inter­
IIl1ngled with native inhabitants and latter cannot eacape. Also ahould be 
llIIIited to areal! where VC do not have nearby alternative soura. ot tood 
or areaa in wh1ch there i9 available toed deficit e.s-, high plateau and 
ZaM "1)-. (DEPTEL 1055, State to S1a,con. 8 Mil,}" 1963 _ ) 

Th. original guidelines for defoliation and crop de.truction were n8Oe.-
.arliT stringent. but ___ re logical ard adequate to Accomplish a r ... liatic. 
_th1lhile mission. I'roject. approved were few in numi:Jer ard, for the n,ost 
part, tacticall;r 1I1gn1ticant. With the buildup or AIIler1cen toree. in SOuth­
east .\81&, the high level interest in aer1&l deroliation a. a Counter­
in8lU'ieDC;V _pon also increa.ed. Untortunately, with ths incr ..... 1n the 
nllllber or spra;r aircraft and airoNW8. the ~ jects beeue less and le88 
real1at.1e • 

1'1l0JICI AC\SmSITION PROCEDURE,,'l: 

All requests for defoliation or crop destruction projecta flow thru para.l­
lel Of...RVNAF channel",. Con:mencill8 at the district-province level, the 
V1etlwlBse requests are channeled thru the GVlC Adm1nistrative Headquarters 
and to the Joint General Stat!. US initiated requests 80 thru adviao17 
channels to the Corps Senior Advieor, then to I'IACV J2, '" and J4. USAID 
and t1nalq to the AmiIIricen limbasll7 tor final approval. A cocrdination 
meeting is held at the province headquarters where details of the 1mpendina 
ms.ionll are discussed b:1 12 ACS, hACV COC 7 and associated ARV1II personnel. 
~ACV then submits a lettsr to 7th Air Force authorising and requesting 
execution of the project. 7th Air .'oroe in turn directs the 12 ACS to .. 
80ute the project within the operational time !rllJlle, and in accordance with 
MACV COO 7 cocrdination letter 1'01' the )lI&rticular project. I do not have 
in1'OI'IIation regarding the number 0'[ the 65 projects now operational that 
have been whollJr initiated tq the Vietn8ll\e .. compared to the number initiated 
b.r their _rican counterparts. I do know that the nUlllber of projects and 
commen.ureate herbicide expend.d in &nJ given corps i& directly proport10nal 
to the ab1lit;v of the ch8lll1cal officer a".1ped to s.U the proaru. 



1lM8IJ1 PROJW CONeM I 

The original guidelines tor detoliation operations provided tor selective 
target., few projects and the rellUlts wre tactical~ significant. The 
IIIIpbas1s is now placed on the defoliation ot large areas. 'rhe objective 
of these massive detoliation projects is to expose en~ base camps, 
storage areas, and toes to aerial observation. Spra;y III1ssions in these 
areas lII&y have a small oonU8 of some crop destruction. War Zone "C", 
a Jungle tract of 660 square kilometers has received 769 sorties, 69),285 
gallons of hsrbicide at an approximate cost of $5,199,6)7.50. Detoliation 
of \tAr Zone ncn b considered to oe 76% complete. '...ar Zone "0" ellCOlllpAs­
ses 1080 square kilolll8ters, haa been expoeed to 1088 sorties, 1,045,)50 
gallons of herbicide at a cost of apprOJd.mate~ $7,8)9,125.00. tlar Zone 
"0" is considered to tie 62% complete, and current~ holds the highest pri­
orit" tor sorties. The _jority of the Flora in "C" and "0" are IlUltiple 
levels of torees and heavy jungle undergrowth. Two and three spra;y appli­
cations conducted under ideal spra;y conditions are necesa&r,y to penetrate 
the lowr foliage and open up the areas for observation. In these va~ 
target complaxes, the constant and rapid re-growth of the vegetation re­
ducee the effectiveness ot the defoliation effort. In addition, because 
of tlw eYer changing tactical situation, the )lACV priority list changes 
b'oa month to month. Thus, less sortiee are flown and the rapid regrowth 
soon negates the prenoue cost~ e!tort. I believe that the defoliation 
effort should be geared to small, tactical projects which when comple ted 
woulrt be ot definite J"Uitary significance. For example, defoliation ot 
the RUlli Zat ~pecial Zone has exposed !lUIleroue ell8ll\Y installations to 
aerial surveillance and Ultimate destruction. The ,;foliation of Special 
Forces Cup perimeters hilve increased their security bJ sxpoliing numerous 
sniper locations in the surrounding trees. Defoliation of LOC's has re­
duced ambush potential, clandestine taxation ot traffic and bas great~ 
increaeed aerial observation of infiltration routes. I strong~ urge that 
aerial surveys be conducted by experienced ~'ACe and objective, unbiased 
7th AF personnel to ascertain just how much defoliation operations in these 
behemoth IIIIllit-canopied jungles have increased vertical visibility. 1 
strongq urge the ground cOilliiailders be questioned, and their opinions care­
rulq and objectivel¥ considered. MACV COO 7 requested an evaluation to 
att_pt to justify additional spra;y aircraft, and solicited positive in­
puts. The results were Channeled thru the Corps and Field Force Che.Jical 
Officers and forwarded to MACV COO 7. For the moat part, the results of 
the evaluation wre eJttreme~ laudato17 in nature. One response !rom the 
COIIIIIanding General fst Infant1'7 Dividon, ... s inadvertant~ routed thru 
7th AF. It was not very cOIIIplementar,r rer;arding the work done in his area 
ot re.po.asibilit7, and ... s the source of _e _barrasSMDt to .IACV COO 7. 

IIlRI CRIIICISIj AND OPINIONS I 

In _ CP.'lJr., ~ACV COO 7 needs to be embarrassed. Project..2Q-43 involved 
the detoliation of 1000 asters on each Bide ot the railroad 1'rom II 700 to 
ZT ISO. The project -.s started 4 Ma;y 1966 and COlllpleted 12 A\l8Ust 1966. 
I¥7.WO ,allons of herbicide were dispensed d\ll'1ng the uecution of this 



\ 'I 

i v'1 

projMt.. Alt.er the tirst tew sorties, the ai4Crewa ,uestioned MACV r .. 
gaNing the validity at the project as the raill'oad tracks and ties wre 
.iasine trom the track bed in stlYeral areas. We were told to press on 
with the miliSion, which we did. It was a quiet target and was good train­
ing tor nawlT assigned crew nteDlber.. The )lACV Chemical Utiioer directed 
Ilanch Hand to detoliate an additional 20 square kilometers adjacent to 
the tracks. One hill overlooks the tracks, afforded excellent ambu~ 
potential it the trains ever started to run again, but the rest wall for 
reuona unknown. 15 additional sortie. were nown against this additional 
target. Now, over a year lataI', the trains still are not fUnctioning, the 
rearowt.h is advanoing rapidl,y, and the cre..,. trained on project 20-43 ha.,. 
rotated. The cost of the heroicide involved _a approx:lJnatel,y $657,000. 
Further to the eaat, rroject 20-81 was executed to de~ the VC ambuah 
potential along the road Lletwen aN 700WO - m 730700. lbe "'ACV Chemical 
Otfioer told us that "Secret VC Camp II"" ws located on top at the 2113 
toot aountain to the east of the high...,. and must be detoliated, although 
not part. of the apJToved project. 12 sorties were nown and wasted on this 
hapless ettort to locate VC Camp 135. 1'he all' turbulence on the mountain 
top waa too se.,.re to allow the herbicide to settle on target, but it did 
destro;r an orchard several miles a'lfll,J'. These are just two examples at many 
projeots the ..... lidity of which ill equall,y suspect. It the herbicide had 
the ettMt ot rendering the foliage into a barren "no 1II&n'. land ", and con­
tsilled a soil &terilant curtailing regrowth, 111&~ at these unr_liatic pro­
"Mts would be 1«Irthwhile. Untortunatel,y, thie is not the case. 

!'.uch has been written aoout the inabilit;y ot the 12 ACS to tlT their pro­
grllllllled number ot sorties. Fost ot the cona.rn stems trom the lIIOunting 
nuaber ot lull heruioide carrels stockpiled in Saigon, ~ and rlien Hoa. 
Last tall, it verball,y was agreed upon by Ranch Hand and XACV cae ? that 
Ranch Hand could tl,y 1.'3 sarti." dail,y per aseil:'lled airoralt., and heroi­
cide waa ordered on that critaria. Since that M,llle, Ranch Hand has averaged 
lees than 1.0 sorties dail,y p.r possessed aircraft. Considering the wather 
reatriotions, frequent battle damage and maintenance auorta, I doubt it 
Ranoh Hand will ever muster more than a 1.0 sortie rate. !Wen then, a 
sorti. is considered productive it onl;r a fraction of the 1000 - gallon 
herbioide- load is dispensed. MCV COO 7 baa been advised that a 1.0 sortie 
rate is the most that can be expected, and herbicide should be ordered on 
that basia. At present, MACV COC 7 ia requesting 612 /Iortiea and 612,000 
gallons per month to break ev.n on on-hand and inOOund herbicide. The 
beat the 12 ACS has been able to tl;r to date was 476 sortia. expending 
,86,000 gallons in Januar;r 1967. In April 1967, 364 sorties expended 
303,400 gallons. In AI1gU!lt 1967, 360 sorties expended 330,110 gallon •• 
CiYilian industr;r is providing all a ..... ilabl. herbicide to 9upport MACV's 
requireents, and an additional pant is preaentl;r converting to herbi-
oide production at the cost ot aome $12,000,000. 

I believe the projects are expanding in aise to tacilitate the lIIholeeale 
expenditure of on-hand and in-cOlldlla herbioide. The Ranoh Hand II1ssion 



is IIlCh too haZU'dous (4 a1rcraft lost, 11 orew wambers killed nnee 
J1ma 66) to be d1raoted on targets where the and results do not just1t,r 
the 'oat. Uld r1ska in'lOlved. 

1. llatora order1ng more spray airorat\;, en.luate the m1lita17 s1gniticanoe 
ot the projects past and present. Ascertain exact~ what SIIdal defoliation 
w.1ll accomplish. and wtw. t it cannot aocomplish. I I.l4Ilieve th1s w.111 ruult 
in a considerable reduction in both the sl.. and number at defoliation pro-­
jeot" and a much closer allegiance to the orig1nal guidelines for defoll­
at10ll <,perat1ona in Southeast Ada. 


