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3 :Please‘type or use pen to provide the requested information, This data will be used
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is
your information, If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

I hereby authérize the scholarly uss of the following information, except as indicated.
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WAITT * LAWRENCE L. NOV 1, 1981
Name (1ast first middie date o
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Specific Information

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific.

1. Ranch Hand service: From May 1968 to. May 1969 | where? Blen Hoa ~ Danang
2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? Hurlburt AFB March-A pril 19648

3. Rank while in RH? Lt Col Present/retired rank? - Lt Col
4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? Squadron Navigator dates? 5/68 -~ 5/69
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when?
6. If aircrew member; .
a. Number of missions: RH 251 ‘Other (specify)
b, Combat flying hours: RH 367 Other (specify)

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detail as possible. Write oo much, rather than too little., Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name "blacked out" before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name, On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet,

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, Who else)

8. ipecorations? (1f Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act, If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? .Explaih.
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, even if yeou didn't directly qbserve At or are not sure of date or names.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage_(more than routine skin holes)?
13. Did'you.ever help plan.RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? '

14, :How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happlest
‘ memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhapplest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18, Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19. What were your guarters like? TYour routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique.  What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I
not talk about?

Qther data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,

- diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with thls form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEMI!!i! Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it. T will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copled, at a ldater date. All
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!i! Thank you for your help and time.

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosad.envelope to Texas AZM.



WAITT 7816

7. They were all pretty special, including the routine ones, Aas
sdhdron Navigator I did the mission planning and led most of
the unusuel misgsions, For example:

a, Some communication line defoliation missions flown out
of Udorn Thailaend., I don't remember all of the detalls but
I belleve the missions were flown just over the border into
Lao#, We never completed the Job because of political backlash,
We flew over water, around Cambodis, to thailand, This was a _
particularly important mission for us because the best . drinking
sult tailor was at Udorn and we were able to supply the Squadron
with beeutiful, embroidered purple flying suits,

b, Defoliating a V¢ R and R island off the coast of the delta.
We led the mlssion in Patches after she returned from modification
and was $till silver, We hit a frult bat and patches sustained
a broken nose, (I have a slide) The mission was unusual because
we approached the target at wave top level and popped up. to make
thée spray run, : :

¢c. @Getting the final stripe in an area near Vung Tau where it
was suspected that the VC were expecting us, Someone got the
. bright idea of using tear gas bombs jJust prior to our run., Our
, crew members wore gas masks which were most uncomfortable for
flyhng end communicating., And, it didn't do any good because we
8t111 took hits.
d, Any mission in the valleys ndthhwest of Danang,

I regret I don't remember dates, place names and other'detaila.
Perhapas if I could see the maps we used much more would come back,

8. Two DF(Qs citations attached

9. Rbeket attacks only at both Bien Hoa and Danang. These were
quite frequent =~ perhaps one a week,

10. By etretching my imagination I could say that the mission
flown on 13 December 68 was ended in g orash landing, I have
attached the '"Well Done" write-up from the Air Force Flying
3afety magazine. An interesting note about that mission was
that we had a Lt General Bdmunds¢n as an observer in the deputy
lead alrcraft. He posed with our crew (somewhat shaken) during
the debriefing, I have a plcture of that occcasion,

11, Present on missionfwhen three wounds sustained. Lt Col Dick
Slay received cuta from windscreen glass, A major whose name
®scapes me took an AK-447 slug in the neck., A 2dLt was soratched on
the leg by a hit through the rudder pedal area, Whiles serving sas
instructor for a new navigator I observed him get his tail creased
by a hit which came up through the ladder to the flight deck,

At least we thought he was hit and he clafms to have felt 1t,

They never found a wound, howsver, 80 Capt Nehrig was properly
denied his purple heart. as fifther humiliation, while the rest

of us were steadily acoumulating hits on the magnet-ass chert,
Nehrig never took another hit, -
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12, No unusual battle damage. All hits were small arms,

13. Was involved in plenning all missions, Steps as T recall
were:! .

Plot the spray run based on coordinates given or adjacent
to a previous run, .

Lay out a contour profile so thet pilots could see the
climbs/decents that would be made on the run. (This wes not
done, of course, when over flat terrain) .

Determine posaible hot spots for pre-run fighter-strikes,
We directed the type weapons we wanted and if end how & smoke
screen would be put down,

8elect an entry on target tactic by i1dentifying an orbit
point end direction of orbit, decent point, rate of decent,
where we wanted the FAQ's smoke ete,

Select ¢limb out heading based on terrain, suspected V¢
locations ete. _

On some miasions we had the fighters make alternate parellel
firging passes along our line of flight. With P~4s in support
we sometimes had them drom strings of 750 1lb frags on either
side of the RH formation. ‘ '

We also determined the direction of echelon as determined

e by turns on the spray run,

_ We usually flew two missions a day. When the location of :
the targets dictdated, we would land at éne of several other bases
where herblicide was stored and fly the second misgsion From that
location, _ :

1y, was originally assigned to & "trash Hauler" squadron at Tan
Son Nhut. After being there two days I learned that the Ranch was
looking for navigators so I requested and wad granted a tranafer,

15, We were told that the chemicals used in the defoliants, both
Orange and White (for erop) were harmless to humans. :
-16. Happiest memory = a*banch-in*attended by Gen George Broum.

It was quite a party,. ' _ :
Also, after taking instruetion from an Bpiscopalian Army
chaplain, I flew to Salgon where I was confirmed in an. Anglican
church by the Bishop of Singapore and MaFhgswe Dick Slay surprised
me by coming to the ceremony. Naturally we weré respendent in

summer uniform - and purple scarfa, _
If I hed a particularly sed memory it has fortunately been
- long forgotten, '
W

17, The night before I left I dreamt that a rocket hit the base
finance office and’destroyeg'my'recorda; That night a rocket digd
knock the corner off the finance building, Fortunately my records
were safe, : L

18, On & delta mission , the deputy lead alreraft commander left
his seat, went to the rear hatoh and started firing his M-16 at

the groumg, He was subsequently grounded,
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19, For six m¥%hs at Bien Hua I haed one of about eilght cublelds
in a frame hootech., We installed alr conditioners ourselves
and insulated the walls with confiscated styrofome p&king for
fire bombs, A8 T recall, most of us in that hootch were Lt Cols
and Majors.

After the six month walting period I qualiﬁied for a traller
with private bath and kitchenette, What luxury

When we were flying out of Danang we doubled up in trallers,

20, I remember clearly a mission debriefing .after we had received
heavy ground fire and a few hits. OQur fighter support pllots

also attended the debriefing, One stocky, black major who had
flown one of the fighters walked into the room, looked us over,
shook his head end in a conversational tone sald, "balls of steel",

There ls something pleasant about feeling that you arse
admired end reapected, I belleve each Ranch Hand member experilenced
that feeling whenever he put on hils purple acarf., We were unique,
we were professionals, we were proud, we were there because we had
volunteered, And theee 18 something a little welrd about a
group of grown men who took,pride in the number of hits they got
from groundfire, I have a wall covered with diplomas, awards ete.
but the place of honor is reserved for my "Magnet-Ass" award for
the month of April 1948 when planes in which I flew recelved more
hits than otherss You have to be a little nuts to treasure something
like that, But then, you had to be a little nuts to volunteer for
the Ranch,
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Lt Col Winthrop W. Wildman Maj Jépk ‘G. Womack Lt Col Lawrence L. Waitt $Sgt Richard L. Gage -
Aircraft Commander . Instructor Pilot - Navigator Flight Engineer

12th Special Qperations Squadron, APO San Francisco 96227

On 13 December 1968, Lt Col Wildman and crew flew lead in a formation of
UC-123s on a low level defoliation mission against a target approximately 15 miles
north of Bien Hoa AB, RVN. The spray run and level turn were normal. As roll out
from the turn was initiated and before climbout was started, Lt Col Wildman's air-
craft received intense automatic ground fire. He told the formation to advance power
on the jet engines to 100 per cent and begin climbout. When his airplane suddenly
began a roll to the left, Lt Col Wildman alerted the crew for a possible crash landing

and applied fuli right aileron. At 1200 feet the climb was discontinued and Maj '

Womack idled the right jet engine, leaving the left jet at 100 per cent. With asym-
metrical thrust and full control defiections the wings were brought to a level attitude.
SSgt Gage dropped his body armor and left the protection of his armored box to .
assist in the emergency. He advised the pilots that the left aileron was in a 45 degree
up position, the control cables to the left aileron were loose, and the aircraft had taken
many hits from ground fire.

To keep the airplane in a wings level attitude required full right aileron trim, al-
most full right aileron control, a large amount of left rudder control and differentia!
power. However, both pilots felt there was sufficient control to attempt a‘ landing, Lt
Col Waitt gave the pilots a heading to Bien Hoa AB. A straight-in- approach with a
no-flap landing and negative reverse was decided upon. The crew was directed to pre-
pare for a possible crash landing and SSgt Gage was standing by to manually lower
the landing gear if necessary. An above average airspeed ~— just below the maximum
gear down speed — was used on the approach and landing to insure adequate air-
speed for lateral control. Directional control was maintained primarily by rudder and
power, as full right aileron was necessary. to hold the wings level, .~ K

Immediately after touchdown the main system hydraulic pressure dropped to

zero and the aircraft began.a veer to the left. Normal brakes and nose whee! steer- St

ing both failed, Lt Col Wildman -applied the emergency air brakes and Maj Womack.
reversed number two propeller to stop the aircraft on the left side of the runway.

Postflight inspection revealé_d a total of 18 .30 calibre hits. The left aileron con-

- trol cable and the nose wheel steering hydraulic line were severed. The left main
tire had been hit, which resulted in it going flat on the landing roll causing the air- .

craft to veer to the left. . _ DRt ‘
~ Due to the quick action and sound thinking of both pilots and the other two crew- -

members, a major aircraft accident. was averted. WELL DONE! .y




