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RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 
Form No. 7871 

Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicatesol 

I hereby authorize the scholarly USe of the following information, except as indicated. 

Woodcock, Herbert A. , Jr. -./, / ~ .-,.//" / / /l 
~~~~~~~~/~~. Name (last first middle signature 7 date 
- - - - - -- - - . - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

SpeCific Information 
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific. 

L Ranch Hand service I From 17 E.~ 68 to l/an. 69 Where? Bien Hoa & Da Nang 
N, 

2. RH/C-123 training I Where/when? Hurlburt Field Nov '67 - Jan 68 

3. Rank while in RH? Present/retired rank? L • Cd (RE".) 
f..V~ - )(INST. NAV. •• 

Duty(s) while in Ranch? 14 MAR- '7JUL 689,j'UN 68-JJ..AN 614' SEP 68-3JAN 4. 

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? 311 th SOS - Phan Rang - 7 FEB - 17 ,FEB ~8 

6. If aircrew memberl 

a. 
b. 

Number of missionsl 
Comba t' flying hOurs I 

RH _2,,":,3~):-" _____ Other (sp~cify) __ 7.:-______ _ 

RH 4t/f Other (specify) _--:.7 ______ _ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of pa~er, please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too mqch, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a name-"blacked out" beforethis goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations partiCipated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart; DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain. 
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 
14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the Chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 
16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 

memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 
18. Same as question 17, but you saW it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 
20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 

understand why this was a special outfit of special people1 lfuat or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, .!2Q.!QI.§.!lliQ 
THEM with this form. Repeat ••• DO NOT SEND THEM!!!!! Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name ~d~rDiiUimber on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!!! Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 



7. Special Missions. 

The most memGrable $pecial mission I flew while in the Ranch 
occurred on 17 Oct 1968. It was staged out of Pleiku and consisted 
of 6 UC 123 - K's plus an airborne spare. The target was a partially 
hidden trail just south of Attopeu, 14045'N. 1060 50' E, in Lus. 
This mission was highly Qii.s.sified, at the time. and arranged a'j; the 
ambassadorial level. We were restricted tQ taking just 6 aircr.,t into 
Laos. Our airborne spare #658. piloted by Major Jack Brennecke had ·to 
orbit just short of the border. 

The lead crew oonsisting of Lt. C:'ol. Winthrop W. Wildman. pilot, 
Major Jack Womaok, eo-pilot. and myself .• Major Herbert A. W'oodceck, Jr., 
lead naviagator~ departed Bien Hoa at 143501'1 16 Oct. 1981 and landed 
at Pleiku an hour and a half later and proioded to brief the pilots of 
the 6th SOS (oall sign SPAn), who were to. provide heavy suppression for 
us with their A-l attack bo~rs. 

We ran into lit snag imll!ediately when it was learned that their rules 
of engagement preolUed tnft .fr.om .expendbg (!)rdi •• mre~Qlllvhe~Q" 
altitude fltqUir.ed by the R .. aneh. A.ft.e.r several ea11lto 7AF H4.~)by both 
LTC Wildmth and the S:pad CO" the ,roper dispensation was etrta-ined and 
the mission was d.e.clared "ge" at '2000. . 

At 0800 on 17 Oct, 68 we \tIere joined at Pleiku by the remaining 
6 UC-123-K's. The ensUing Escape and Evasien and 1ntelli,enoe briefings 
left little doubt in anyone's .minds as to tn.e inadvisabilJ. ty C!)fbeing 
captured by th,Pa.thet La.G. 

I briefed the assemblage at 0815 a!").d the 7 ship f'ormatio·n took 
off at 0955. \ 

W. climbed out ,t.10.50.0,' ~In:t~e )420 radial for 52NM (eh :t07 
Tacan. Pleiku)'.· Turnlng· ..• , .... t .. Qv.r l.~.·l!)ak Sl!lng. sixef' uscross.d 
the border irttcii Laos at 1026. The .. el/)'l.ul cover beneath us broke to about 
3/8 and I had nodtf';f;oul ty l'A)~Il:Ung the IP and descerlding in er-.t to 
7000 and eventualIyto., ljrO<1l,O h. ,OUr FAC (call sign "Covey".) threw 
good smoke and at aboui;J+2() out, we started maximum rate desc.nt 
frem 4000 ft. on a lIIeadinii ,/If' 2,3°· 

The target (ie. r~ai},'r;6 2430 forn~aj;:u.l.Jl!il;llil;~&land then 
roughly 270 0 for 50C, seconds and then 315 for.thefina!i'1+10. 
Shortly after level~Qff, lead aircraft went direetly.,Yerwhat turned . 
out to be iii 14 • .5mm 1Pl1 battery. It put 3 explosi'l'eshelll!lint.o our . 
aircraft, #525. A/c #53a (DepatyX,ead). l.t Col Art 'McCokrtdl. pilet 
and Major Emmett Joy. na.v. isater .1:00.11: 611111;111 •. . A/O #2.'S9.·.Ft'k.'. Meore,. p11 ....• t. 
took only one hit but it disabled 2. oylinders. retl'uirt" 'bte shutdewn. 
One of the A-ls took a hit and 1ts pilot nursed a r01AgI!l 'gineliack to 
Pleiku. . . . ',. '. 

We sprayed off at 1049. Turned to 240e and ti'ten. t.e Cl800 as .w. 



climl\lled out toward the border. We all breathed a lot easier when 
we crossed back into Viet Nam just north of the Cambodian boarder. 
A/~ #289 had difficulty getting its gear down amd #532 was sweating 
flap damage. 

We landed at Pleiku at 1145. I debriefed the mission and 
Wildman led a rousing cheer for our gallant Spad escort and Covey FAC. 
They were tremendously impressed I 

We had to leave the 3 damaged aircraft at Pleiku. The crew 
members piled on Jack Brenneke's plane for the trip .back to Bien Hoa. 
I CO-hosted a promotion party that evening at the Officers Club. 
Hank McMahon, Jim Umstead and I were on the Lt Colonels list whioh was 
published the previous week. 

About 8 months later. I was awarded the Silver Star by General 
Momeyer, in his office at Langley APB fo·r my part 1nthill mission. 
He had many good thin.gs to say for the Ranch Mission and i ts I~."ople. 

8. In addition to thetlilver Star .. I received a DPe f(!Jr my part in 
a mission on the Saigon River on 11 May 68. This target, 3-20-5-07 #3 
was in a high threat area - (3200 /U.i)NII fromBNH Taoan to fighter 
rendevous). I was lead navigater in A/C #'24. The pilot was Major 
John Shipe and the co-~ilot, .Major John SUi'll. Heavy suppression was 
provided by 4 1-17s • lcall sign "RAP"). The plan called for a turn 
from 2690 to 2510 as we crossed the river. "As we dropped our left 
wing to turn/three bullets came through the ooekpit area. The most 
um-nerving was one that oame through the open left ven't,between 
Shipe's wrists, as he turned the yoke, and l!!!IIashed' ome of the guages 
directly in front of DIe. Our windscreen wasals'o cracked and showered 
us with glass. Lateil, Lt.Ool. Chuck Avery, our Operations Offic.er, 
at the time, called 7AF and flatly rejected the use of A-37's for heavy 
suppression on any future Ranch Hand mi$sfons. 

On 30 June. 68 ,wldJ4), :f:~y:ing /l)!.i~ of Da /'lug, I was awa:t;'<ied an Oak 
Leaf Cluster to my DtO for Illy part as Lead Navigator, def'ollLating target 
1-2-6-66 just southwest of tl!t~v base. We were briefe!!l that there were· 
manned bunkers Iln both rj,d,ges 'flanking th.ts valleyt,.rtet. Heavy 
Iy..D~ .. iO. n wa.s. P':t'ov'td'etl'b. y. ". :t1olirWaN ... an.' g 11'4-0 .. '. s.' •..... (J''j,g. )111. ,.err. en. d.ev.ou. III. '. till!! !'~"'/J3N.~rf J:!)'~Nang TACA'N) 'jl'berun W8islt mil'\lllteson a heading 
of 090 0 thence e,ll' a head,ingbt0400fpr 2fmilt1il.tes. We starte.4h:e .. "",& 
ground fire right afterth:eturn anc! aUllwe ~prayefl; .. otr, w.e. took. 
fU'IIilade ofn hits.whicht,!IIrt 11J> #628Prettybadl.y.Afq '6" to Ilk 
one hit and #618 got, orf '1II0'ott free. At one p.ointldouldcl.arly 
see the muzzle ;f'lasMSI .. 61' ;1;1\\1. 8,l1t.o'lla tic weapona on1;heridge...'J.')If.t 
fighters went baqlk i needle'ss· tosar, . forrttri bution .• 

" ' ". ) ,',. '. ' 

9. The month of Fe~rUary·196~i\f(~.a criticaq.one inViet"/lmwhat 
with the '1'8t Offensive. . MY' jU!'1gle survi'll'al.llbhPQ1«)la",s .1nth. '. / 
Philippines ende, o.n 5. ,1l'~b"lD\;t1\; . "e wereldelayedal'l "dd~1i'a:·II,)l1\I:'lday. me'ca_se 
f)f the unstable si tuatl,o'!:),il'f.S*igon. We f1l"llll.l'ly flew; ir,1 (t •. Tan'Son Nhut 
on flight VZ43 (Southern lV'fran.port)on ., Fem 68. . gJ~'eti.ld was 



still under sniper fire. Since I was on orders to the 
Phan Rang,'tlIayti:nlltd!.a1 aSisignment was a protected one. 
never did absorb any of the Tet offensive. 

311 th SOS at 
Phan Rang 

Shortly after my arrival, I was offered an opportunity to 
transfer to the Ranch. Sinoe there wasl;tttle flytng for the 
navigators at Phan Rang (they were being used'as schedulers) I jumped 
at the chance. 

When I arrived at Bien Hoa. I was met by' Lt Col Charlie 
Cusenberry, who got me bedded down in hooth ff360. (Charlie and I 
had been Minutem~ Missile Launch Offioers at Minot AFB priClr to our 
SEA assignmentlll.)· 

The first major attack I underwent in Vietnam started at 0100 
on the morning of 28 Feb 1968. My hootch mates and I barely made it 
to the bunker when a mtmber of 1221D111 rockets hit the Ranoh cantonment 

. area. Hootch #35 3 took a direct hit. A near miss on the ,OOIlllBW'l.II.J.al 
shower/latrine knocked all the urinals off the wall. That same shell 
ventilated my hootch #)60. The hit on #353 started a fire that 
demolished 4 of the Ranch' s building.t and left ,2 officershome1ess ••• 
including Charlie Cusenberry.Many of these lost all their possessions. 

The experience of orouohing ina or9W4l."Jbunker hearing 4 0:t~5 
very near mi~ses was quite traumatic. '!'he fact that a lnmker just 
50 yards from the Ranoh, took a direct hitltilling 14 NCO's reminded 
us of thefickl.ess of fate. Up to thispdnt. Ihadbel1eved the 
122mm Soviet made rocket. as deployed by .t!l!\ilV .C.,was a terror 
weapon ineapalll$ of preoise oon:tro1~ Por the ,next severald_", I 
lived under a different opinion. ' 

On 4 March another attaok oocI'Jrred. The nearest rocket landed 
at least 200 yards from theQA""li;lJ!MftMt area. ! believe that 'N_ 
the turning point for me. I convinced. lIIyselfat that poin.t. that tn."!; 
VChad used up all their luok on 28 Feb. that the weapon waaincapab.le 
of consistent aocuracy and that their major threat was loss of sleep. 

On 5 May the muoh heralded MayDay offenslvefinallr hit Bien Hoa .• 
Intel briefed us that 192 VChadlteen ki11edjust west o~;the ~.J(. 
ramp. The Base was rocketeda:t 0,00 and again at 06oolJl;s Twatl:", . 
proceeding frolllRanohGp. s tlil boa. X'd my aircraft for A1PA"Li. ft •. I 
was loaded down wi th charts. rifle. pistol. helmet, 'III.08y $orlllor ete. 
but flattened' out.onth,e ,ramp .and watoh.ed the ellJ:'i.e. re .. e~plosions 
and showers .Of sparl!;s as. ,tn.e jIlQr,tars..,n. s. alil.,.d;r. 0.0. :k.llt.S' .. ,b.1 !fl.otedam.o~.i.'.' 
the aircraft nearby. Maller Ed:ltdgeway had already boatde-d l\U,plarie , 
with C'o1. Hedge a vie! ting VIP from 315t~ SGlW( ltew&l.sD<!lM,l .laeliev.). 
Hedge took a pie.ce of shra~l in the shQulder and Ed ,ClCllllm.ndeEi1fttd a 
jeep and got him to the hos:;itf.l.l whenCe h.was a:f.revaoua,1ied t,Q:t.Ol'lg 
Binh and then out ofoouliltry. . " , .. 

On 22 Aug 68, a luoky hi tblew\fP th"1iI.llll11bdump. 111,0 one "as .. 
killed. but the shook wave tore d:QOPS 1\J'os1lal1 ,e •• r base tno'!\1iIIIl.'1ftl 

<' " " , ', ", " 



some heavy secure~ doors in Ranch Ops. 

01'1 30 Aug 68 the Napdm Stol'age area took a hit and burned furiously. 
Twelve to 15 ~Qckets impacted on base. 

10.11 01'1 24 May 68 a multiple tragedy. l/Lt Whitehall ,an 1.-37 pilot 
(Rap) escorting our Bravo Lift was &hot down, . andLt 0'01 Emmett Rucker, 
pilot, Major Lee Shanks, cl'>"'~ilot and S/Sgt Schmidt,flight mechanic 
were shot down while defol':'ating target .. 4 .. 20"3-67#2 on Alpha Lift. 
Their plane went· into the China Sea just a.t the'pcl of their' run. 
Navy divers recovered the bodies laterill,t,u'.ciqanlllde$l.tlri 
the Aireraft. I was not on thismiillulien. (I flewChal'lie LU't that 
day.) . I am told that smoke was seen coming from·the le.ft wing and 
apparently the nac. elle tank on that. side was jettisoned. On 29 May 
68 a memorial setrv.iee was held .at. N·'II.Hoa Chapel on tne east side 
of the base for tit!! three officers and the NCO. Protestant Chaplain 
Lt 0'01 Israel condu9ted a very moving service qUllt'ing' from the old 
tes:t;:ament an account of a ba.ttle between the forc~s of! Davi·d and Saul 
inW\\ich David lost "19 men and Anhel". Cha1llain ,Israel went on to 
say that Asahel waill. singled out by name because he was dear to David 
and so we single qut these four men on a. day when the c.asual ty lists 
are heavy becaus!!! ~!hey. are dear to us. Many' misty eyes around the ':;!i . 
ehapel as we . san •. '· Go(iProteet the Men Wlul Fly" • ". .' 

, ' 
Noth Lee. sttankI!J was avery relj;,giatts lilian alnd had beenplaJ!lm~!'tt 

to eondu'f'l; a ;flying sehGol for miesiolitaries werkilfeig i:l'lhuth and . 
Central Allleriea after retirement. ' .. 

14 .., inst~j1etCII~atMurlbu~ (Pete Spivey, 1beHeve) wasSueh an 
outspoken bo'o.lII,);e'!!'·,of ttt,eRaneh that. 14,termd.ned to trans:f\J'P to that 
outfit when 19.ot ,to y.N. ( 1"~'H~rsto the 311~h$9Il1, :liS SOW, 
Phan R. ang) •. 1., .. ;h ....• a ... d ..... )!to d. Ufi.eUl'~. ry ..•..... t.t1 .. ' 'C. t. het. ran$. f.e1' 1IIi. lIle' •..... the ... R.aIlCh .. ' 

,. was short of Nel.f~. and al'x:anldlJlg':' .' '1'11:. in the ,15'\ih SOW, IQ1:l1d. 
'" have been bUII\,6.Ji!~< the . Wingl\l.iV'i,a""'(~'Id,& j.o.b' . .... '.' . 

" ' - -, " ,. \ 

J\ -:,' 0,,' 
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our engaging in ohemioal wa1!fare and that VO troQPswere,told to 
immediately oleanse themselves if' oGntaminated with defQliant and 
to eat no food taken from a defoliated area. 'Later when I was making 
up a new wxam for Nav Qualifioathn, I read the fellowing desc1!iptions 
of the 3 ohemioals we were presently using. (240et 6.8 diary entry) 

Orange. 

White' 

Biue. 

NOTE. -

reddish brown oil soluble oO!')sisting 0fbutyl 
esters of 2, 4, 5-.. T. aoid and 2 ,4-D. "It ,is 
used as a general defoliant andl1erbiqide for 
brood leaf plants. It beoomes gas.ous at high 
llUlperatures and oan drift causil'lg destruotion 
of nearby friendly orops eto. 'It is applied at 
the rate ,of 3 gallons per aore from lqO ft. 
altitude and 130 knots. Since iti8 an oil 
base, it works well in rainy seasons. 

Tordon 101 - used at same rate, altitude and 
airspeed as Orange. It is water soluble and 
thil\:' works best in dry weather. 'Like Orange, 
kills the tree as well as defoliating it. Burn 
takes 3 ro 4 weeks to sMw there as Orange will 
show in less than a week. It is n",t as volatile 
as the oilbal3e,d Oralne. and oan be used in the 
pl!'GXimi ty "..: frierrdlyo,rGplI. ('l'his aQ00UI'lts 
fer i1;swid:e use in III Corps with itli!preponderanoe 
of ":f'ri~ndly" rUbber plantatiGns :.1:0.) 

,Phylar56qt1- 'Q:,,~od;YUo Aoid -8, dessioant 
drying CI~tth.'fol.i:ate it ,fills" , ijlled primarily 
o'n grasae'sand narrC!)VI l~ .. :f'ed crops suc.h as riee. 
It h)'fatel:' nlul:>:),e aned kcillllovernight. .\pplied 
at the samera te as Orangil or Whi,te'. 1 t 11 our 
main chemical for crep.targets. 

,,', " . .", 

Agent pu~plewasnol~t1g..r in use by 1968. 
re .• eat.ch while .. in .the Rafteh incUqates, that 
oJliemi¢ally it Viae s:imilar' to Orange.' 

. , ",~ . ' 

My 

There were many mOm8J111:t;S' ",Ia ting B1Mkeyed peas and ham a la 
Jack Brenneke in Hootch 4f,60 .'brinking ether peeplu '1!lo0l\8at tl!le 
frequeftt "Cherry Parties·,' A very memorab.le moment for DIe was 
returning from a heavy suppresshn run which I ~ed on target 
3-20-4-68 #2 on my 40th lilirthday. Many new clIl\lu!!rs to· the Raftcl!l 
los; their cherries on thill ran and were treating at a hug. JlE!.f'ty 
that night. I thanked them tor the lovely birtl!ld'ay. party and .made 
like the guest of honor. I initiatedl1\Y newRH "edri1!).king shirt" 
tl!lat evening as I recall.. While at DaNang, I wets able to chick 



out sailboats at China Beach Marine R&R center. Thes. were 19 foot 
Lighting Class sloops identical to one which I raced on Narragansett 
Bay, R.I. as a kid. Always had 1+ or 5 fellow Ranch' Hands aboard 
for ballast. 

17-18 Under Funny or Weird category I would h'it· the "Ranch-In" 
to celebrate 2nd anniver$ary Ci)f the Ranch as a Squadron-15 Oct 1968. 
Everyone was there including the Da Nang detachment which flew 
in after their regular lifts that day spraying purple water as they 
buued the field. A photo of the entire Squadr0n wafj taken on ~he 
line that afternoon. 

In the evening, the club was taken over for the festivities. 
7AF Commander General Brown was guest of honor. Honored at a 
special table were short timers Mike Topolosky, John Shipe, Don 
Ayres, BGbfhief .ndN'orm Ni.ckols •. The lat1lEII', ,nickname.d "Old Leather 
Lungs" led the, Raneh cheet'sa;nd I"Ousers. (MajOr .eMral M'C Laughlin 
was also in attendance). Brown's speech was a dud. Essentially 
he said that when the concept of jungl.edefoJ.iationfiI"st 
sUI"faced at. the Pentagon in the veI"y euly 60" s' it-- wa,shad.led as 
the weapon that would win thelllar - but it had'n~t. He then tI"ied 
to pull his' foot Olllt of his mouth by eaying teatnwoI"k would win 
the waI". The assemj)led' Cowboys let him knowtlteir tUspleasuI"e. 
~OTi I It is, 'rUinored that 'our 5". eo, Art Me Connell, had also 
nv ted VieePres. Ky to the Ranch-In (given his 00nneotion with 

the organizatiOn at its conc'pt.) Th\& VP is said to have accepted 
and intended te'attelll.~ but Gur,embassy People ,I"a;ise.e hell at'our 
showing deference toKy, whtt was ~.o.,ltting w-ithPI"es. Th1eu foI" 
political control of'V~N. at the Ume. 

19 My qpaI"ters wne'like eveI"yone dees. A cubicle measuI"ing 
about 7' X 7', containing a bunk, a wall lockeI" anti a very small 
desk. Eight merl. toa hooch. About 1/3 of the way through the tolllr 
we SOI"oungell, "111. Pair of air oondi tioners which, whenMou~1;ed at the 
ends Gf the'hooch, kept the place.reaeonably c9",forta:bh~ We 
insulated wit~ styrofoam packing from old flare cllses.AfteI"Tet '68, 
we sandbagg~!i the hooches- a never ending . job since 't""ewet bags! 
soon rottedQut and the beautiful t'ortifice.tiG)ntllUllbledto .the . 
ground. La~er we filled 55 gallon drums withsan!d.)Mut .hoQch •• 
had a common room fitted with a home mad. \:Jar, a hG)t ,plate.,:- ". 
refrigerator eto. . 

Aver~g. 41l;Y day fer a NavigatGrl Ri" a;t O/+.O@ -,ela1: -
tI"a"e1 to Ops t.O brief' Alpha Lift. Take o;r at .• 50.!!)flde:f'G~\atll" 
return to. uenHo'l debrief Alpha, br'ief CtI.rli.\,Lit1.T..J'~ 9ff 
at 0900, de folia ta I"eturn to Bien Roa liebll'iete:lta"Ue L!tt.,Eat 
lunch at nocm.&kI!fl6tOps by 1300 - lIIisshl').Plellll'~th.I!\,X11,dali!r i.i:fts. 
Brief Lead p,ilotsat 1600. Baek to tM. hO~~I\Nrlllar~lrdi. 11;1,14 ciiliner. 
Pick up maqi write hom" To the Club fora 1'lJl_lt:~l'I;'~~(,Il:~ry 
Party .or an occasional't'JSO show etc. Toiled .. 'o~t.a20'O. 



20 qriginally the Ranch was for volunteers only •. Even as late 
as 1968 most Gf our Navigator's were volunteers. There was an' aura 
about the organization and the "sportiness" G)f our mission was 
respected by just about everyone who flew in SEA. This was 
particularly true of the fighter piloib who fDlwsttppression 
for us. The controversy which existed from the very beginning, 
regarding our mission and the negative connotations of chemical 
waIl\fjare precluded publicity of our act~Viities. It was not until 
midway through my tour that the press began flyingortour·sorties 
and although their stories usually recognized the' "Courage of the 
people who flew the mission, they were often negative on the 
nature of our work. 

OTHER DATA FROM MY DIARY, 

In early June, the Ranch began accepting delivery on UC-123K 
aircraft. We ~er!l the li!u~t 12:3 uni t in VN to lIIe supplied with the 
jet equipped models. On 13 June 68, I was lead navigator 1m the 
first "j.et" Ranch liIand mission. The thteeu K models made a run on 
target 3-2-1-66#1 near Ham.'1'an on the coast (108 0/53 NIl. fro. 
iNH Tacan to fighter re1'ld~vouz). This was my 100th Ranch Hand 
sortie. The;pilpt was ~ob Pheiff and the co-pilot was John SUhl 
and our Aircraft was #5Q8;. . 

, • , -, ! 

On 9 July 66, the Ral'lch,defoliStted its 4~000,OOOth acre when 
Charlie lit'!; with 5 aircraft visited target 3-2 .. 21-66 near Tay Ninh. 
Col. Greenhill, ClDmmander o.f th~ 315th SOW was our,tteat.abeard 
#5 Aircraft .!1ndtook .the bow.sfor \thefeanret'amen.. The leadorew consisted 
of Tom Quinn, p11ot, Jim lJmstead,co"liIilot 8.l'l1t'..,.se.lf, ifav. This 
was a road target, 2 Iqtl. from tke Cambodian bomr near Sp8,cial 
Forces Camp 'l'1!t1e"Ngon{V-3~).A Rataclt-In t)a.atevel'ding adended 
by Col. GreenhUl, 3f5'SOW CO ahdC:;l. Hanson, 'rd"'ighter Wing CO 
etc •. celebrated.the e".en. t .. ~. ·· ... N§&g' .I. t. takes .3 gallons . 0. f ... h. e1'.1&1.oide 
to defoliat, one ao~e,()r 12,· ·.t000 galiens fGr the 4,000.,000 
acres. Defoliant 'fas' t:I:rtioed at ;pi.OOper gallon or $96.,000.000 for 
our effort to date. .. 

On 19 Nov 68, while attdpei to piq)lcup aIlC .. 123-K.from 
IRAN, Art MoConnell spotted anagil'lg qy:psy RUe Lee . wre.tlJ,ng ""itk 
her baggage. at the airport. He ree.ognized ):ler ~mmediatelY and . 
tipped the l:'est of us of! • We .. helped her get. h.er .. ~l\tJltg~ 11'1 
order for whieh'she was very gratefUl. Art then l~n,ltisRanch, 
Hand scarf ~n. her.. She IIIUS.t Itave. been ,in her sixtilUlat. this 
point but wlls <l!v6lr there doir1f!; her part f.or the bOYJII. I 
understand she walS never allo"ed in ,y".N. but. vis! ted the other 
Far East bases.. . .. 

On 1 :3 Nov 68, "Old Patche.s", #,62, returned to tneSsua\l.ron 
jet modified. itrior to being sent Itomefor "K-lIIodit.1eatton ... t .'. 

"Patches" had been'Used for bug s.praYing. and. hael lltq·am.tlfa ••.• 
Upon rejoining.the Ranch, it was4eoided touseth. Old: veteran 
on defoliat~Qn.te.rgets.. She r.eally stood out hlthe t'1Ilit'lIla'tipn 
wi th her silvery. l:nUlet poeked hide. On 17 Nov. sh •. r,ece,i.ved 



several more bullet holes while running target 4.-20-1.-68 and alse 
a prominent dent from a collision with a large marsh bird in the 
targelll area. . . , , 

On 20 Dec 68 Gen. Brown awarded the Ranch the. Presidential 
Unit Citation at the Change of C:cmmand Ceremony.· Lt. C'el. Stoner 
replaced Lt. C'ol. McConnell at this time. 

On 26 De~ 68, I fle~ my 233rd and final combat sortie as 
Lead Navigator on target 3-2-1-68#2 in AC#384.MajorEmmett Joy 
was flying his final sortie in tAe #4 Aircraft· as Deputy Lead, 
TAe Flight Mechanics had rigged up Purple ~ike .Irenades on the 
spray bGom and we "showed the pur)U".on: fi . approach. 

NOTE I - I ·'t'.'.ta.l,i·ell;~'IIII.ODleaet4.ve dut;y Gn 1 Nov 198Qwi th 30 years 
continuous se:t'Vioe..My year in Rl!.nch Ifand is, beyond 
a doubt, the high point in my career. 

~;", '.:: i',' 
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i-Ja:jor Herbert A. Woodcock Jr. distinguished himheli' by "g\l.lJ.antry in 
'connection with military operations against an opposing ,armed force on.1l' 

,/,,,, 

", /lI!!!1l!1jtor:1968. On that date, l,jajor Woodcock led a flight of unarnlsd UO ... 123 
aircr'ai't' on a-hazardous low-level defoliation mission agi,lins,t a hostile 

'infiltration route. i'lajor VioQd,cock. directed his flight thropg11aJ') intri,cate', 
ser'is of maneuvers in order, to plac,e the'defoliant precisely 'en the bdefed 

• target. He £le','! through withering yQlleys of gI?OUlldfh'i! tosuq¢es~funy' 
comp;Lete this vital mission, and by SO doing; d~pt'ive~ ,hostileforc,eflof ' ' 
valuable ;jungle cO,,veI', for their mili~a,ry operat~ons';i:;~yh~s. gallantry- and ,.;,,) 
devotion to duty, Hajor Ivoedcockhalil reflected great,"credit,!lponhimseli' and"," 

, ,the United Sta t"es A1rF' 
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