





8 May 1962 1040 Dep. Tan Son Nhut AB VN

8 May 1962 1955 Arr. Calcuta India

9 May 1962 0825 Dep. Calcuta India

9 May 1962 1700 Arr, Karachi Pakistan

10 May 1962 0940 Dep. Karachi Pakistan

10 May 1962 1700 Arr. Tehran Iran
25 May 1962 0900 Dep. " Tehran Iran
25 May 1962 1355 Arr. Kandahar Afghanistan
28 May 1962 1025 Dep. Kandahar Afghanistan
28 May 1962 1200 Arr. Kabul Afghanistan
29 May 1962 1050 Dep. Kabul Afghanistan
29 May 1962 1250 Arr. Kandahar Afghanistan
1Jun 1962 0835 Dep. Kandahar Afghanistan
1 Jun 1962 1335 Arr. Tehran Iran

2 Jun 1962 0630 Dep. Tehran Iran

2 Jun 1962 1405 Arr. Istanbul Turkey

3 Jun 1962 0630 Dep. Istanbul Turkey

3 Jun 1962 1430 Arr. Aviano AB Italy

4 Jun 1962 1035 Dep. Aviano AB Italy

4 Jun 1962 1455 Arr. Chateauroux AB France
7 Jun 1962 1040 Dep. Chateauroux AB France
7 Jun 1962 2000 Arr. Lajes AB Azores

9 Jun 1962 0800 Dep. Lajes AB Azores

9 Jun 1962 1930 Arr. Harmon Newfoundland
10 Jun 1962 0830 Dep. Harmon Newfoundland
10 Jun 1962 1320 Arr. Langley AFB Va.

NARRATIVE

It all started in April 1961. Capt. Carl Marshall, CO of the Special Aerial Spray Flight
(SASF) stationed at Langley AFB Va. received an inquiry as to the feasibility of using
aerial applications of defoliants in Southeast Asia. The source was told that it would be
possible. Could the VNAF be trained to carry out the mission? Capt. Mario Cadori an ex-
SASF pilot was dispatched from Korea to set up the program to train the VNAF pilots.
This did not work. The SASF’s four qualified spray pilots at this time were flying C-47’s
and L-20’s. The unit was quickly transitioned into C-123’s and augmented with four highly
qualified Instructor Pilots from Pope AFB.

The day after Thanksgiving of 1961 the odyssey began. We went to Pope AFB to pick up
the additional crewmembers necessary to fly across the Pacific Ocean, We left Pope with
six C-123s modified with internal spray tanks capable of carrying 1000 gallons of liquid.

These tanks were used as fuel tanks for the journey to Vietnam. In addition we had a 55
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gallon oil drum installed from which we pumped five gallons of oil to each engine every five
hours. Our first destination was Travis AFB Ca. Weather was bad at Travis and we were
diverted to George AFB Ca. The following day we flew to Travis. Qur next destination was
Hickam AFB Hi. This was to be the longest leg of our trip, 17 % hours. Piece of cake, since
we bad 22 hours of fuel and 25 hours of 0il on board. The only thing that bothered the
intrepid airmen was the fact that there were no onboard latrine facilities. It was a very cold
and wet day with slight drizzle at takeoff time of 1000 hours. 386 was #2 behind the COQ,
Capt. Marshall. If was forecast to be instrument conditions for the first half of the flight.
We were filed for 8,000 feet altitude. After takeoff things were normal for instrument
conditions with light icing. Then we received a panic call from #3. He was icing up and
could not maintain altitude and was returning to base. Lead told us to return with bim, We
had taken off 4,000 pounds overweight and now would have to land 6,000 pounds over.
Chuck Hagerty did an outstanding job. His landing was smooth as a baby’s butt. Found
out that #3 would not turn his heaters on for fear of running out of fuel before reaching
Hawaii. Rescheduled takeoff for 2200 hours that night and would you believe #3 did the
same thing. We told Oakland departure that we could not copy him and that we were
pressing on. He got the message, turned on his heaters, and followed us into the dark, dark
night. After eight hours of solid weather, icing conditions and blind navigating we broke
out just S0 miles NE of the station ship. This was my first experience with a Navigator and
I was quite impressed by Hodgin.

The next three legs were fairly uneventful. Johuson Island, Wake Island and Anderson
AFB, Guam.

The flight had been briefed to maintain radio silence after leaving Hawaii. On the
approach to Clark AFB Philippines, still in a V formation, we saw lead loose his right
engine and make a dive for the runway, We thought sure he would make a fly-by. Found
out later that our radio had been out for approximately four hours. Everybody got on the
ground o.k. But it was kind of sloppy. The radio silence was to keep our arrival secret.
Later that evening we were told there was a $10,000 dollar price tag on our heads, on or
off. A list was floating around Angeles City just outside the base. So much for security.
The entire unit was restricted to the BOQ, clubs, and quarters.

Next stop; Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon, South Vietnam. We arrived in ‘Nam at 1745
hours on 7 January 1962 to begin the most celebrated tour in history for a unit flying
unarmed USAF aircraft and to establish ourselves as the most shot-up unit during the
Vietnam venture, In February 1962 the crew of 386 witnessed the loss of a sister ship (364)
on a training mission. We lost three of our friends. The following month 386 took the first
wound for Ranch Hand. We were flying night target for the F-102s at 5,000 ft. We knew
the VC was landing a C-47 type aircraft in the delta at night when the tide went out. The
runway was hidden during the day. The 102 jocks said impossible. We decided to play
games with them by dropping to 200 ft and reversing course. All lights were out and the
IFF off. The jocks and Saigon radar thought we had been lost. As we were laughing the
port engine quit. Needless to say, all lights came on and the IFF. We were 40 miles soutb of
Saigon at 200 ft with an engine that would not feather and an aircraft that would not climb.
Later, after a few scotch and waters we realized we could have been the first POW’s, The
next morning the crew chief showed me a 7.62mm slug that had caused the problem. Some
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rice farmer had gotten a lucky shot in that cut the fuel line and prop controls and caused a
small explosion in the wing. We were very lucky.

The 8" of May 1962 we were preparing two aircraft to return to the States to carry on the
primary mission of the SASF, mosquito control. Two hours prior to departure Carl
Marshall received a message to send one aircraft to Iran to combat the annual locust
infestation. 386 and her crew were the chosen ones. That evening after arriving in Calcuta,
India we found out why they called it the black hole of Calcuta.

BOAC (British Overseas Airways Corporation) was to meet us and take care of our needs,
according to our State Dept. After sitting on the ramp for 45 minutes waiting for someone,
a BOAC representative showed up. He was curious. When we explained our situation he
said he knew nothing about our arrival. On the way back to 386 he ask me if we had any
weapons on board. I told him that since we had just come out of “Nam that we had a whole
locker full. He about fainted and then told me not to open the locker for anyone as long as
we were in India otherwise we would spend the rest of our lives in prison. When the Indian
custom inspector ask me to open the lockerI told him we did not have the key, that the
American Ambassador in New Delhi was the only one with a key. He asks several of the
crew what was in the locker and no one knew. He got mad and placed a guard on 386,
which was great for us. The drive through town was an awaking experience. Mother
Theresa really had her work cut out for her. We stayed in a very nice hotel that night
thanks to arrangements made by the BOAC rep. Best conditions we had in five months.
When we arrived at 386 the following morning, we found our trusty guard asleep. We
departed without further problems.

Landed in Karachi Pakistan that evening and was met by someone from the American
Embassy. Left the following morning enroute to Tehran, Iran.

Arrived in Tehran, Iran in the evening of 10 May 1962. As we taxied to the terminal all the
people on the roof waving and cheering for us surprised us. Our first thought was that
these people must really have a locust problem. People lined the road from the airport to
the city. About half way to town we ask the Embassy official escorting us “just how bad is
this problem’. He informed us that the people were waiting for the Shah who was landing a
few minutes behind us. What a let down. This was to be our home for awhile.

The following morning we met with Embassy officials to lay out our plans to combat the
annual locust infestation,

The Iranians were opposed to using an oil-based carrier for the spray operation; therefore
we knew the mission would be a failure from the get-go. Dowell argued with them for a
couple of hours and threatened to suspend the mission until we could contact Washington.
The Ambassador finally convinced Frank that it was best for diplomatic reasons. The
following morning at four o’clock we departed for a small airstrip at Kermanshau. We
would spay a mission on the way in, reload and fly a mission on the way back to Tehran.
Field elevation was approximately 8,000 feet. Imagine our surprise when we tried to make
our usual 90-270. The Lady had the stick shaker going like mad and almost quite flying,
but being the great lady she was, she stayed with us. This was to be our routine for about
one week. Since we had to get up at 0230 hours every morning our nights were very quiet.
One evening Charlie, John, and I decided to go to a movie at the Embassy. We found the

Craatad by Rl Rahinenn ]






The next afternoon we were in Chateauroux AB France. The word had already passed that
the Col. was looking for me when we returned to Langley. By this time 386 was beginning
to feel the wear and tear of a long trip. Roe and Cornell worked on her for two days to
make her ready to continue, Off to Lajes AB Azores. Here again 386 needed some tender
loving care. Our crew was terrific. We left Lajes with one alternator, cowl flaps wired to an
intermediate position and approximately 50 write-ups. The weather was stinking and we
were advised not to go. We felt, “what the hell, we were in hot water anyway”. Limped into
Harmon Newfoundland on 9 June 1962 and departed the next day, arriving at our home
base of Langley AFB Va. on 10 June 1962. Around the world in 199 days. During this
period, did not have a single aborted T/O, had not lost an engine (except for the one shot
out in ‘Nam), had no forced landings and suffered no emergencies of any nature, She fared
a lot better than her crew. We as a crew were and still are very proud of her.

386 was sent in for extensive overhaul and returned to ‘Nam to fight, Although the VC
tried many times, they could not bring the proud lady down.

“TO THE RANCH”

(Orders on next page)






RANCH HAND DECORATIONS

_Unit Awards

Conle As Speciel Aerial Spray Flight of the 309th Air Commando Squadron:
' e Air Force Outstanding Unit Aﬁard, with V Bevice for valor,
8 March 1965-30 April 1965.
L Air Force Outstandiné Unit: Award, with V device for valor,
30 June 1965-9 July 1965.
C,_.Ja As 12th Air Commando Squadron or 12th Special Operations Squadron:
<G Presidential Unit Citation, 21 August 1966~30 June 196%.
e Air Force Outstanding Unit'Award; with V device for valor,

15 October 1966-30 April 1967.
Repgblie of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, with Palm, 15 October
1966-31 July 1987,
Presidential Unit Citagion, 21 January 1968-12 May 1968.
Republic of Vietnem Géilantry Cross, with Palm, 1 May 1968-
15Jabyil 1969, ‘
Presidential Unit=Citation, 15 May 1968-15 April 1969, _
Republic of Vietnam, Gallantry Cross, with Palm; 1 June 1969~
| 1 June 1970. g -
Preéidential UHit Citetien, 1 April 1970-30 June 1970.

.CemEaign Sﬁtﬁéméfg

.cL_J> As Special Aerial Spray Flight of the 309th Air. Commarido Squadron.
- Vietnam Defense Campaign. Bl GG TR GBI AOR I 6 .
Vietnam Air Offensive, Gowmpariaer, i St

As 12th Air Commando Squadron or 12th Spe01al Operations Squadron

Vietnam Air Offensive Campalgn;_1E.ﬂnhabéﬁe&966~8—ﬂaﬁeh-4967,.
Vietnam Air Offensive, Phase II, QJMaeehu4gﬁlu3i;Manéha1968. '
Vietnam Air Offensive, Phase III.'L,ipp§L~4968-34uﬂeiaher_1368.
Vietnam Air/Ground Campaigng 2andaﬁuary'ﬁ968-¥-4uly-4968
Vietnam Alr Offensive, Phase IV, .
Tet 1969 Counteroffensive P
Vietnam Winter-Spring 1970 Campaign,

Sanchuapy Countereffensive.
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RANCH HAND KIA

(1) KIA-Vietnam - my list and # Lathrop's list
75,4 Milo B. Coghill 2 Feb 1962 #
Carr Fergus C. Groves II "o v
Qasr Ribart D Ligsen oo
Capt Roy R. Kubley 31 Jan 1967
Maj Llyod F. Walker "

Capt Harvey Mulhauser "

Capt Howard L. Barden "

AlC Ronald X. Miyazaki _ "

Capt Thomas E, Davie
LTC Everstt E. Foster 20 Jul 1967
Maj Allan J. Stearns "

Maj Donald T. Steinbrunner "

%—.ESE'C Irvin G. Weyandt "

Capt William B. Mahone
Capt Virgil K. Kelly, Jr "
TSgt Jacklin M. Boatwright "
TSgt Harold C, Cook "
LTC Emmett Rucker, Jr. 24 May 1968
Maj James L. Shanks "
Sgt Herbert E. Schmidt "

) t+ Gt ++r Charles M. Deas ° 11 Feb 1971 #

M5t Donald L, Dunn FFf "
T%# Clyde W. Hanson & "
t L+ Richard W, 0'Keefe < "
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0LAA, 12 .8p Op 8q, APO 96337

TDY Udozn Air Field 11 November 1968 thru 15 November 1968

e B GOL~EARSENy-PhilLip Hwe-FR20515 COMANDER
—-MAJOR DUFF, Thomas O. FR46807 OPERATIONS OFFICER
~—\-MAJOR CRAWFORD, Charles E. FR49622 . . . MATNTENANCE OFFICER
~> MAJOR POKLUDA, William B. FR4S440. ... .~ =~~~ v

~r CAPF WATTS, Claudiua E. III. FR51467.
~+—CAPT HUGHES, Carol D. FR67060

“~~CAPT DUGGAN, Donald H. FV3056239

“=-CAPT SAUNDERS, Albert E. FR68579

CAPT KODGERS, Williem M. FR77468
S1/1P WEST, Lloyd A, FY3181981

A

—

—AB25724184. MA w7 .. . LINE CHIEP
——fm SSGT ROBINSON, Leroy. AF12425536
~—— F /N €507 HILL, Gerald C. AP19596099
e $8GT WESTFALL, Jack W. AF13531511 mAVT
. ~—FM 8507 LEMAIRE, Raymond. AF12423180

—— 8507 MORRIS, Willism, AF14485144 mA (A7
s SSOT WATLEY, Loniiie 'W. AF18676557 -
m—— F SGE-BTGHEORS -y Herbhambodyid 84374
—— FMS0T HAMMERSTROM, Lloyd #. AF16863489
fm SGF ASHER, John 0. AF19796644 -

‘SGT CASTILLO, Arthur B. S. AP15955553 MA W7
A1C HAYRES, Robert H. AF12866861°
A1C BRIDGES, Johiiny L. AF15955146
A1C BURDEN, Connie C. AF11738855
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CAMPAIGN CREDITS

~ #)( 309 Air Commando Squadron, Special Aerial Spray Flight
Viet Nam Defense Campaign B Mar 65-30 Jan 65
Viet Nam Air Offensive Campaign 29 Jun 66-8 Mar 67

12 Air Commando Squadron/12 Special Operations Squadron

Viet Nam Air Offensive Campaign 29 Jun 66-8 Mar 67
Viet Nam Air Offensive Campaign, Phase II 9 Mar 67-31 Mar 68
Viet Nam Air Offensive Campaign, Phase III 1 Apr 68-31 Oct 68
Viet Nam Air/Ground Campaign 22 Jan 68-7 Jul 68
Viet Nam Air QOffensive Campaign, Phase IV

Tet 1969 Counteroffensive Campaign

Viet Nam Winter-Spring 1970 Campaign

Sanctuary Counteroffensive Campaign

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS ‘
12 Air Commandoc Squadron, 12 Special Operations Squadron except first two for
309 Air Commando Squadron, Special Aerial Spray Flight

AFOUA with V 8 Mar 65-30 Apr 65 GB-350/65
AFOUA with V 30 Jun 65-9 Jul 65 GB-313/65
- PUC . 21 Aug 66-30 Jun 67 GB-539/68
AFQUA with V - 15 Oct 66-30 Apr 67 GB-458/67
RVN Gal Cross w Palm 15 Oct 66-31 Jul 70 - GB-505/72
PUC 21 Jan 68-12 May 68 GB-724/69
RVN Gal Cross w Palm 1 May 68-1 Jul 69 GB-187/70
PUC 15 May 68-15 Apr 69 GB-765/170
RVN Gal Cross w Palm 1 Jun 69-1 Jun 70 GB-631/71
PUC 1 Apr 70-30 Jun 70 . GB-613/70

309th Air Force Qutstanding Unit Award with one Qak Leaf Cluster and V
12th Presidential Unit Citation with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award with V, Repubhc of Viet Nam Gallantry Cross
w1th three Palms
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