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Summertime finds the Association of the "World's Creates Aerial 
Denuders" a,earing up for the '81 reunion and awaiting what should be 
an interesting couple of years €iven the forthcoming epidemiolol'Y 
study beinl' managed by the USAF. 

,The 15th_Annual Beuni9lLwi11J2.~-1leld-.irLFort Walton B~!l.. Florida 
,2.!2-2... 10 and 11 October 19_~1. Specific details will be outl1.ned in the 
next newsletter; however, date and place is firm. r,:ake your plans now 
to attend. The Air Commando Reunion is taking place that same weekend. 
Look out FWE: Accommodations will be available at the Aloha VillapG Inn 
on Okaloosa Island. The manap,er, Cary l'unk, has promised a discount on 
our rooms. Write or call for reservations (904)243-5696. 

:;pecial thanks go to ,Jim and 2atricia l-ochurek, hosts of the 1980 
reunion in Tarpon Sprin{,s. '1'he 20;b discount ('1,187) they allowed those 
staying at their motel was donated to the Association. Our warm thanks 
to the former owners of the Gondolier ~otel, and a job well done in 1980: 

!1e requests for copies of rosters. I have received requests for a 
current roster of Ranch hand members. '1'he roster is maintained in 
alphabetical order on individual pares to aid in updating as chanpes are 
received. Due to the vast number of pares, the cost of reproduction is 
sipnificant and mass production is not justified due to demand. For this 
reason it is surgested that tllose wishinp, to know the current address of 
another Ranchero, please call or write with your specific request. 

R~l1£12-Hand St4illL' 'rhe Air 
Wilters" is currently underway. 

Force study of the "World's Greatest Weed 
See the following AF Times article. 

Agen,' Orange 
Physical Exams to Begin This Fall 

By LEN FAMIGLlElTI 
Times Staff W.tte. 

WASHINGTON - Initial physical 
exams are slated for September In AF's 
long-term investigation into the possible 
effects of Herbicide Orange on Vietnam 
veterans. 

AF medical sources said that former 
Operation Ranch Hand members and 
other Vietnam veterans will be involved 
in an extensive series of physical exams 
and surveys over a 20-year period. Fol­
lowing the first physicals, participants 
will be checked at Intervals - three, 
five, 10, 15 and 20 years thereafter. 

The health of Ranch Hand members, 
- those who were involved In the disper­
sal of 44 million pounds of Herblclde/ 
Agent Orange in Vietnam - will be com­
pared with that of other Vietnam 
veterans. 

In-depth epidemiological investigation 
procedures have been developed by the 
AF to determine if Agent Orange is re­
sponslbile for producing cancer a·nd 

other illnesses in Vietnam veterans. 
Some have claimed exposure to Agent 
Orange chemicals has wrecked their 
health and caused birth defects. 

Major elements of the project include 
a mortality (death) study, a morbidity 
(disease and birth defects) study and 
medical followups with accompanying 
surveys. 

An information packet has been com­
pleted for participants, explaining the 
study's purpose and their Involvement. 
In addition, personal consent forms have 
been prepared. 

A preliminary questionnaire -is being 
tested with the assistance of former AF 
Vietnam veterans. A final questionnaire 
is to be ready by mid-June, and will ex­
tract the health, demographic, social and 
psychological data from the partcipants. 

There are approximately 1200 former 
Ranch Hand members. Selection of con­
trol group participants involved 
matching them against Ranch Handers 
based on age, occupation and race. Offi­
cials said that there will be a one-to-one 

match (or the physical exams and a five­
to·one match for the mortality portion of 
the project. HerbiCide Orange, stored In 
an orange-stripe container, was one of 
several weed killers used in Vietnam, 
and is a 50: 50 mixture of 2,4,-D (2, 4-Di­
chlorophenoxy) and 2,4,5-T (2,4,5-TrI­
Chloror.henoxy) acetic acid. In the manu­
factur ng process, the component 2,4,5-T 
produced dioxin, a toxic substance when 
pure. 

Herbicide Orange use was discontin­
ued in 1970 after the potency of 2,4,5-T's 
contaminant was discovered. 

No Evidence for 
Domestic Ban 

WASHINGTON - No scientific evi­
dence exists to justify a ban on the nor­
mal use of herbicide 2,4,5-T, an ingredi­
ent of Agent Orange, a report released 
by the American Council on Science and 
Health states. 

The Health Effects of Herbicide 2,4,5-T 
centered on the domestic use of the 

herbicide, and not Its application in Viet­
nam or effects on military personnel 
there. 

Dr. Elizabeth M. Whelan, ASeH execu­
tive director, said "no scientific evid<,; :'.ce 
presented to date has shown any convinc­
ing relationShlf between the traditional 
domestic.use 0 2,4,S-.T and any illness :n 
humans. However, because of a lack of 
scientific evidence concerning the use of 
Agent Orange In Vietnam and the 
amounts to which men were exposed, our 
study focuses only on health effects that 
might arise from 2,4,5-T use here in the 
U.s," 

Vietnam veterans have claimed that 
exposure to Agent Orange, the defoliant 
used in Vietnam, has caused cancer, 
birth defects and other illnesses in them­
selves and their children. 

The herbicide, once widely used to kill 
undergrowth along rail and pc,lwer line 
right-of-way, has been restricted since 
1979 solely to range-clearing and control­
ling weeds in rice fields. The Environ­
mental Protection Agency is holding 
hearings on whether to ban all domestic 
use of 2,4,5·T. 

During the past 3 years I hAVe beer appalled Ly the way the Pr"8S 
has created and treated the "A['ent Or8.npe H controvert':f' A t the s';!rne '~iP;1p 
I have been ')rivileoed to loarn R -"reat deal about SClenCf' and SCIl'retIflC 
procedures. 'A scie~tific conc~usi.on is ?nly as valid a~ t'lP methodo~ol1Y 
used in va therinp the informa tlon. I:f t'le metnodolo€y 18 fl"-wed. thE 
conclusions drawn are wort1cl'"ss. "Sarbapc in. farbaf8 out:" 



. Valid' scientific evidence suppor'!;s without question the premise that 
the herbici,de 2,4D, /245T (orange), is,,~at, e and posed ,or, pose,s no health '" 
hazard to humans., ,(However i'j;doell,a'damn fine jo,bon wee,ds and my .. ,' 
backyardc()u;1,d,Useaome nown 'l'hrougl';l tl';l& YEla.rs l'lumerolUlsci,ell,tific 
st",(j,l~!1 'ha~su:ppor,ted this" conoJ,\lsion~ Indi:vid~l~,ex:posed"to Ai,&h 
concentrations and ,q Wlnti Ues of dioXin, inindufl trial,acciderits, " 'sUch 
as thati'nNi tro, ,W. V. in 1949' and SevesO',:ttaly in 1976, haVe rec,eived 
intense scrutiny by the international scientificcominunity because'dioxin 
is a highly toxic substance. But even in those industrial accidents 
the individuals experienced no abnormal long term health problems, i.e,., no 
birth defects in children conceived after exposure to dioxin. 

The herbicide 24D/245T (Orange) that we sprayed in Vietnam contained 
a ,1r.ace of the contaminant dioxin (average 2 parts per million). That is 
eqUIvalent to 2 inches in 200 miles: That amount can hardly be called 
(as it has been by the press) a "component" or "major ingredient". 
Science supports the thesis that while you and I currently may have 
health problems, these problems are not a result of contact with 24D/245T 
in SEA. ' 

"Uncle Sam needs us again:" 1195 men served proudly with the Ranch 
in SEA and each of us is asked to "saddle up" again. This time it won't 
be flying low over the jungles and rice fields of SEA in a "Punctured 
Provider", nor on a hot steamy ramp fixing her wounds. This time it's 
for science and the USAF. Our participation is critical to the success 
of this study. 

li~s from Cowboys around the world. 

S/MS MIKE HANSON. President Reagan was pleased to learn that 
ex-cowboy MIKE HANSON is up front at the panel of AF27000. Air Force One 
is a far cry from Patches or Leper Colony and we're all proud of Mike. 
(Washington update I lVlike recently comple ted Pres ident Reagan's OJT 
on marking ground fire with smoke grenades in the event Air Force One 
receives small arm fire overflying Plains, GA.) 

WILLIS BOND. Will advises Mother Ranch that he retired as a I/C 
in 1970, completed college with a BS and is now an accountant with the 
Department of the Army in Newport News, VA. Good to hear from Will. 

CARL MARSHALL. Carl, "[Vir. Ranch", was the unit's first commander 
and directed the deployment across the Pacific to Vietnam in 1961. He 
directed the initial spraying in SEA. Since Carl started "the Ranch", 
it's all his fault: Send all medical bills for your aches and pains 
to him: Carl and Sandy promise to join us in FWB this October. 

LEROY HILL. From South Boston, VA" Leroy sent a beaut!.ful card 
and contribution. Thanks Leroy. 

CHRIS DOERR. Chris is flying wi th Delta. Thanks for the 10 spot 
Chris. 

GENERAL RUSS MOHNEY. Russ and Billie send their "Aloha'" from Hawaii 
where they are enjoying their second honeymoon (the girls and dog stayed 
in CONUS). During his spare time, Russ exce Is as PACAF /LG: 

DICK WAGONER. Dick is still on active duty at the Safety Center 
at NOrton. He regrets not being able to attend a reunion in the past 
but will try hard in the future. (A ground safety inspection of the 
stag night is needed Dick.) And thanks for the $25. 

STEVE AIGNER. First off we an thank Steve for $50. Steve has been 
in Saudia Arabia flying ,"three halers" for the past four years. After 
flying as "plumber" then FirstOfficer,he's now in the left seat. 
Congrats to Steve. We hope he is able to bid his line this year and 
make the '81 bash. 

DON SHAFER. Don is working in real estate here in Fort Walton B'each, 
"the last resort". He is looking forward to the Ranch Hand study. 

ED KROFT. Ed is Chief NAV at Dyess and shows 
to the younger navs in the Wing. Thanks again Ed. 
info ASAP. 

his Ranch Hand slides 
I'll send you the, 

RICHARD WOLF. Dick has remained a "blue suiter" in the Reserves 
as a C141 FE and now lives in Charleston Heights, SC. 

JAMES GRAY. Jim is still delivering mail in Topeka, KS. He has, 
been contacted several times in the past two years by folks writing books 
on the "Agent Orange" subject and doesn't think "any of them have too 
many facts straight". 



CHARLES T. DAVENPORT. Charlie regretted being unable to attend 
~l!It year, but working in Saudia Arabia makes' it tough. Thanks for the 

~ contribution Charlie. 

JAMES R. LUMLEY. Jim (Ranch '62) left the Ranch and went to .work . 
for AF Comm. Service. He retired in '78 from Offutt and went to 'work ' 
for Northern Telecom, Inc. and now has a top job with the firm. Jim is 
sure there is nothing wrong with him that "a San Migue 1 and a night On 
the town wouldn't cure". 

MATT FEIERTAG (NAV '63-'64). MATT is living in Reno, NV with 
his wife and two children and flies with the Reserves. 

LEN BOCHICCHIO. "Unfriendly" United kept Len working the skye this 
past October. Len is still working on plans to hijack a "stretch eight" 
loaded with Napa Valley wine and attend the bash in '81. Promises _ . 
promises: 

LLOYD HAMMERSTROM sent a nice contribution. Thanks Lloyd. 

FRANK W. LOWD. Frank underwent back surgery in Sept. '80 and went 
back to the hospital following the surgery. Get well quick Frank and 
come to the reunion. 

"MARVELOUS" MARV ZEFF. !Varv. couldn't make it to Tarpon Springs 
last year because he had just taken a new job with the SBA in Albany, N.Y. 
We all thank !Varv for a $50 bill. 

ROBBIE ROBINSON. A short note from Robbie along with an "Agent Orange" 
article from the AF Times. 

DAVID BAILEY. Thanks Dave for the beautiful card from Cocoa Beach, FL. 

CJ~RLES PRICE. Charlie has retired and received his BA in Psychology 
and is working on his Masters. He is presently Assistant Director of 
Financial Aid at Atlantic Community College, Pleasantville, N.J. Thanks 
for the stamp money Charlie. 

COL. DONALD J. MAXWELL. Don has been transferred to APO 09193. 
Wherever the hell that is: 

WALLY KNIGHT. Wally is retired and working for the VA in Green Bay, WI. 
He marches for the VA in opening ceremonies at Packer games. Wally's son 
graduated from the AF Academy in 1974. We all salute Wally and his son. 

RICHARD CHOLOMETES. Pete was reassigned to Alaska for the second 
time after four years in Germany. He says fishing and hunting is just as 
great as before but the cost of housing blew his mind. 

LEON FURR, L/COL USFR. Leon piloted "Patches" on her last flight 
from Westover to Wright Patterson. He said "it was quite an honor". 
For the info of all Rancheros, Leon is a recognized sculptor in pewter 
and has completed replicas of the C123 in tie tacks, pendants, and 
paperweights. I've seen Leon's work and it is handsome. For Leon's 
brochure, write I 

Leon Furr 
45 Indian Ridge Rd. 
South Natick, fAA. 01760 
(617)655-0675 

ED DABBERT. Ed was the flight engineer on Patches' last spray 
mission in Vietnam. He's living in Opeleka, AL and plans to join the 
group in October in FWB. 

L/C HENRY MCMAHON. Mac is retired and teaching income tax courses 
for H & R Block in Austin, TX. 

T/SGT LARRY PRITCHETT. 
Supply Squadron at Norton. 
again" when the time comes. 

Larry is still on active duty with the 
Larry has also volunteered to "saddle up 

WAYNE CHANDLER. When last heard from, Wayne was in Monterey, CA 
going through language school prior to becoming the U.S. Air Attache to 
Nigeria in May 1981. Wayne sent along $25 to help with stamps and 
envelopes. 



Some of you may think that News from Cowboys Around the World is 
incomplete in as much as your correspondence is not mentioned here .• 
Alas, this is the fault of the editor since file time was 1 April (or 
thereabouts) and the printing date was not until 1 July. However, the 
news room is finally getting its act together so your letters will be 
acknowledged in the next newsletter. 

The Association currently has $2,060 in the EFCU prior to the cost 
of printing and mailing this newsletter. Your contributions are really 
appreciated to keep this "kitchen table operation" going. Our thanks 
go to my wife Yarilyn who types, licks stamps and addresses envelopes. 
Why if it weren't for her, Charlie Hubbs would have to do itl 

Well guys, thats all the news that fit to 
October get-together the biggest and hest yet. 
receive ~ last minute reunion update. 

print. Lets make this 
In September you'll 

To the Ranch l 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

A,,~ 
(/-Ck Spey 

... 
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Thanks to the response to last year's bash in Tarpon Springs, the 
1981 reunion will kick-off again with a boat ride from Destin Harbor on 
Friday night, 9 October at 5:30 (drinks onboard). After disembarking, 
dinner will be dockside at the rustic Buyou Buddy's Restaurant. cost: 
$lO/head. 

Saturday night - 10 October: 

6:30 - 8 Plf.: Cocktail hour - Fish Tales Restaurant 
Aloha Village Inn 

8 PM: Dinner - same location 
Cost: $15.00 

Sunday morn - 11 October: 

9 AM: 

11 AMI 

Q.-121 Displ~ 

Get Well Breakfast - Fish Tales Restaurant 
Cost: $4.25 

Dedication of C-123 at Hurlburt Field 

The Association is happy to announce that Hurlburt Field, Florida has 
received a C-123 Provider to be permanently displayed in the air park just 
inside the main gate. It will be dedicated to all those who flew the C-123. 
FYI: The aircraft is being configured as a spra7 aircraft: Special thanks 
for their efforts go to Col. Steele, Base CO, L/Col. John Connors, Exec., 
and L/Col. Tom Lindley, OfT, and especially to ~~intenance and CE who worked 
hard and fast to meet the 11 October target date. Another example of 

"Any time, Any place - Can Do:" Our thanks to you all. 

~nQh~nd--M~!!!.Q£ial 

Leon Furr, an accomplished sculptor and A/C on Patches' last flight 
to the AF Museum at Wri£ht/rat, has.accepted the taSkito design a memorial 
to the men who lost the1r l1ves flY1ng for the Ranch n SEA. If funded and 
constructed, this memorial will be suitably located in the air park at 
Hurlburt Field. Leon will have sample sketches and designs for review 
during this year's reunion, including cost estimates. If the Board of 
Directors approves of a design, money will be solicited to finance the 
construction of the memorial and designer fees. 



tJ!fi!!l 
As you are aware th!! ASl:looiation is funded on donations only. Costs 

are for the news letters and subs idiZlng the reunion acU vi ties. Because 
of the size of ourrent mail~ng. the master list has. been oomputerized in a 
word prooesser therebyeliininaUng the enormous task o·f hand addressing 
envelopes. As a result, the cost of publishing a newsletter has been 
inoreased by $55 per mailing. Our Association needs the combined finanoial 
support of eaoh"veteran of the Ranch" to insure its continuation. A 
newsletter currently costs $370 to produce and mail to 800.Rancheros. The 
July newsletter cost $310.95. Sinoe it was mailed, the Association has 
received $255. Nuf said: We currently have $1828.00 in the EFCU. 

Copies of Roster 

Copies of the master list are now available but we must charge $8.50 
per oopy. Write if one is desired. 

NewL.t!:om CowW!!...!round the World 

LARRY WALTERS. After 12 years active duty, Larry got out and went to 
work with the Reserves at Mather AFB, CA and spent 2 years in Saudi with 
Lookheed. Larry sent oopies of old orders, which were forwarded to 
Brooks AFB to aid in locating additional Ranch Hand personnel. 

ROBERT E. (GENE) MARSHALL. Gene works for TI in Dallas and fights 
the weekend war as CO of an Intel Service Det at Carswell. He and Ai 
Zambrano are talking about flying in this October if Ai can steal aT-Bird 
from his Reserve outfit. 

ROGER D. ROTHWELL. Roger lives in Gainsville, FL and is currently 
building a house himself. Col. Ford has been added to the list Roger. 

MAJ. LLOYD WEST. Lloyd is flying the "swing wing" at Mt. Home AFB. 
He loves the terrain flying low level. Just like old times: 

COL. CHARLES A. ROTH. 
residing in San Ramon, CA. 

Charles sent a CIADC and it is now Mr. & Mrs. 
Retired at last. Enjoy: 

PAUL CECIL. Paul has retired and works in the Dept. of History, 
Texas A&M. Pau.l is collecting historioal material concerning the Ranch 
as a unit and will be writing a fao tua 1. unit history. The university has 
agreed to serve as a repository for any data gathered concerning the outfit. 
Paul will be in oontact with many of us ·for infonmation we might provide 
to aid in preparing this history. 

VERN UHLER. Vern's a senior in college now and reports that "the 
oows, pigs and kids are doing fine" •. As always, its great to hear from 
the "Herbicidal Maniac" from Nob Noster, MO. 

WILLIAM GROSS. Bill retired in '73 and is working at the Pabsts 
Brewery in Marshallville, GA. Thats a helluva job: 

CHUCK AVERY. Chuck operates an air service in Portland, TX with his 
brother-in-law. Chuck is an· IP and company pi lot for the business.· Thanks 
Chuok. 



JAMES RICHARD SLAY. Dick is working as a commodity broker in 

Arlington, VA. Dick voiced his stinging opinion concerning the "Agent 

Orange" flap but by the time I censored the expletives, there was nothing 

left suitable to print! Buy low and sell high Dick: 

JOHN RICHMOND. John missed last year's reunion -the only one of 

about three he has missed since 1967. He's back on his feet af,ter major 

surgery and plans to be here in October. We wish John a c.omp1etlil ;t'ec()very. 

John and Lois are currently in Green Cove Springs, FL but are thInking 

condos near Patrick AFB. 

JAMES E. GRIFFIN. Jim is retired and living in Bowie, MD. We thank 

Jim for the ten spot to help with stamps, 

VITO LONG. Vito retired 1 Dec. 80 and is living and working in 

Falls Church, VA. His last reunion was in 1969 but promises to keep in 

closer touch. Thanks Vito •. 

COL. HARRY LEMLY. Harry and Winnie live in Riverside, CA and recently 

visited our down under friends in N.Z. and Australia. Good hearing from 

you. Harry. 

, ART MCCONNELL. Art reports from San Juan capistrano, CA that the 

swallows were right on time. Art says that JOHN STEHL is on the BIG list 

and is going to McDill, and he (Art) will be here in October. Good ole Art 

never fails inspite of the distance involved. 

H. JACK BRENNECKE. Jack is in the F.w./Dallas area for at least 

the next year. Welcome back from Germany Jack. 

MR. FRANCIS E. GRIFFIN. The Griffins sent their best from Titusville, 

NJ along with $20. Thanks folks: 

TOMMY D. GAINES (V.N. 70-71). Tommy is still in the AF and living 

in Wichita, KS. 

GERALD W. (BILL) KING. Bill is at Pete Field Co. and living in 

Wes tc liffe, CO. 

E. JOHN MA.RTINI. John is selling real estate in Colorado Springs, CO 

and teaches skiing at Keystone, CO. (Ski Utah John:) 

L/cOL HAROLD K. BRAMBLE. Ken is Commander of an Electronic Security 

SQ in Greece, maintaining security on electronic equipment in Hellemkin, 

Greece. Sounds like Greek to me but Ken has got a good ear for that kind 

of thing. If there's a message in all of this, he'll get it. 

KEN BRAMBLE update: 
(same AFSC). 

Ken has been reassigned to Ft. Meade, MD 

DENNIS ISENBARGER. Dennis and family are living in Dover, DL where 

he's a Master Sergeant with the Reserves, Good to hear from you Dennis. 

COL. DICK PESHKIN. Dick, the former marauder of Morocco, has been 

PCS'd to an AF Audit Agency in Redlands. CA until retirement and invites 

anyone out that way to drOp by. 



LLOYD HAMMERSTROM. Lloyd has been'reassigned to Grand Forks AFB, NO, 

GERALD D. MARTIN. Gerry is on the faculty of Fresno State College 
and moved his consulting business there as well. Gerry also has "Agent 
Orange" .disease. It seems he developed a hernia while carrying a broken 
Iambretta "the Greek" sold hiin 'only the day before ~t Bien Hoa in '67. 
The hernia was fixed but Gerry didn't mention the fate of "the Greek" 
or the Iambretta: 

Change in addresses I 

COL. BRAD ELIOT - Universal City, TX. 

SGT. DOUGLAS MOULTON - Alamogordo, NM. 

Well that's it for now. Keep the cards and letters coming in to be 
shared by all. 

See you in a couple of weeks. 

PS. The Association's artist was 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft, Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

To the Ranch, 

A~ ... 
fireu'tiVe 20·Sept. 81. 
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Dear Veterans and Friends of Operation Ranch Hand: 

Lt. Col. (Ret) Charlie Hubbs 

Lt. Col. (Rat) Art McConnell 

L.t. Col. (Rat) Rex Stoner 
Lt . Col. (Ret) Bud Fisher 

The 1981 gathering of Eagles was a memorable event indeed. Some of those attending included the 
unit's first Commander, Carl Marshal I, Maintenance Officer Emory Smith , Earle Briggs, FE 1961-62, and Pappy 
Rothermal, "Chief Wrench Bendertl '61-'62. 

During the Friday night boat ride and dockside dinner, war stories were exchanged and naturally 
inf lated somewhat. Everyone thought that Pete Spivey might get a job In FW8 as a "stand-up (albei t swayi ng) 
comic" unti I he spl I led his drink into the guitar player's gUita r! 

Saturday night's cocktai I hour and dinner al lowed everyone to discuss the epidemiological study 
currently underway, and in which our participation is so important . Saturday night also offer ed "I ive 
entertainment" . Not to be outdone by Spivey's act, Mick Mikolasy auditioned his comedy routine and "Singing", 
but had to be IIcarried off" after he was superficially wounded by cascading dinner rolls . 

Sunday morn i n9 t s much needed "get-wei P' brl3ak fast tasted espec I a I I Y good . Afterward s everyone headed 
for the C-123 dedication at Hurlburt. Those attending this year's reunion were: 

8ill Aldrich 
Wi Ille Clark 
Kingsbury Bragdon 
Ralph & Dolly Dresser 
Paul Badders 
Earl & Mrs. Briggs 
Ed Dabbert 
8 I 1 I & Li II I an Cool ey 
J im & Norma Arthur 
Paul Cecil 
Jim & Patricia Pochurek 
Pappy & Nolene Rothermal 
Pete & Kathy Spivey 
John Toth 

Special guests were: 

George & Ernie lathrop 
Peter Fontana 
Richard Wojtowicz 

lee Inman 
Geech Ham i I ton 
Bob & Bobbie Harrison 
Chari ie & Beth Hubbs 
Bi II Knothe 
George & Mrs . Ketzel 
Ben & Mrs. King 
Bi II Thomas 
Jim Umstead 
Hal Underh ill 
Gene Robertson 
Mike Shuppert 
Elwood & Pat Sm ith 
AI & Mrs. Tremaine 

Daniel Clancey 
Glen Deforge 
Fred Welch 

T. O. & Mrs . WI I Iiams 
Tom & Jan leach 
Billy & Mrs . Lindsey" 
Russ & Billie Mahoney 
Art McConnel I 
Carl & Sa ndy Ma r shal I 
Henry McMahon 
AI Lu i9i 
Bi II ''Mick'' Mikolasy 
AI & Emily Nic holas 
John & lois Richmond 
Harol d & Barba r a Snel I 
Emory Sm ith 

Praise for those who came from the furthest went to Maj . General Russ Mahoney (Hawaii) and John Toth 
(Germany) • 

The espr it de corps of our unique organization was obvious to strangers and und erstandable to those who 
knew us before. The closeness and camaraderie displayed that weekend was reminiscent of a day a decade and a 
half ago and 10,000 mi les away. 

if this was one of the best reunions ever, it's because of the people. 

C-123 Dedication 

In late August , Hurlburt Field received 
a AFRES C-123 to be placed on permanent display 
in the Hurlburt Field Air Par k with an in-place 
target date of mid-November. When adv ised that 
the Air Commando and the Ranch Hand reun ions were 
being held on the weekend of 9, 10 , and 11 
October, the base deci ded to "bust -- EXP. 
DELETED __ II and have #533 r eady and in p I ace for 
Dedication on 11 October . They did it! Many 
thanks are due al I those at Hurlburt who Insured 
that the aircraft was in place and resplendant 
for the dedication ! She looked better than when 
we received from the factory!! Wei I done guys! 
She looks Sierra Hotel. 

Col. Ralph Dresser , Commander Ranch Hand 
1966, was kind enough to be the Dedication 
speaker. Col. Dresser -

"I'm very honored to part i c i pate In 
this dedication ceremony . Whi Ie I per­
sonally represent a small, very unique 
and very proud group, we are, 
none-the- Iess, one of many unique and 
proud units in the Air Commando tradi­
tion who have rei ied on this aircraft to 
get the job done - frequently under dif­
ficult circumstances - and return to 
fight another day . 



Historian Paul Ceel I 

• 
It is very fitting that we honor 

this aircraft and in so doing honor all 
of those many people who flew it, main­
ta i ned it, and otherwi se supported it so 
well . 

This dedication should also serve 
as a reminder to our leaders and plan­
ners that high technology may not be the 
deciding factor In future conflicts . 
High Individual and unit motivations 
coupled with simple, rugged, dependable 
equipment are the factors this aircraft 
represents which , In my JUdgment, are 
equally Important . 

I therefore dedicate this aircraft 
to al I of those Air Commandos, past and 
present, and charge them to uphold the 
tradition the C- 123 represents . 1I 

Watching and listening to his words was 
a proud moment to al I those present. Thank you 
sir . 

Paul Ceel I (L/CoI (Ret) is studying at Texas A & M University. As Paul studies and works toward 
his Doctorate in History, he is writing a history of Operation Ranch Hand as his doctorlal dlsseratlon and 
thes i s. I n research I ng th i s proj ect, Pau I has had access to government arch i ves and II brar i es that pro­
vided him at the State, DOD, and AF documents that studied, launched and fed the unit during its history 
in "SEA". 

Many of us have received a letter and questionnaire from Paul requesting information; this is not 
junk mal I! Please, take time and provide the human side of the RH story Paul seeks . 

The Texas A & M Library has agreed to act as an archive for Ranch Hand related material. Many of 
us have pictures, newspaper articles, etc., gathering dust and seldom viewed anymore. Please consider 
sending this material to Paul to be placed in the A & M archives where it may provide valuable Information 
to present and future historians. Clean up the attic! 

Memorial 

Design and 

~~~;;b5IP~~-- As stated in the 20 September 
- _newsletter, Leon Furr was Invited to submit 

designs for a Ranch Hand Memorial, to be 
avai lable and discussed at the October '81 
reunion. To the left Is the proposed memorial 
selected from 5 proposals to the members of 
Operation Ranch Hand who made the ultimate sacri­
fice in SEA in the defense of Ideals too often 
assumed, forgotten and defended by a few. 

Col. Eugene Steele, Commander, Hurlburt 
Field has given approval to locating this 
memori a I I n the Hur I burt A I r Park . 

This project wi I I cost approximately 
$14 , 500. 00 . A custodial trust fund has been 
established at the Valparaiso Bank & Trust 
Company to ho I d funds des I gnated for the 
memorial. your money wi I I earn 13% during the 
period in trust . Completllon date Is scheduled 
for 1 August, 1982. 

Dedication of the memorial Is planned 
for 16 October, 1982 . 

To date the Association has never under­
taken a project of this magnitude but we bel ieve 
that al I wi I I support this effort. It is in 
keeping with the tradition of our unit . Send 
your check to the RHVA marked "Memorial Fund", or 
your check can be sent directly to the Bank: 

Valparaiso Bank and Trust Company 
816 Beal Parkway 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32548 

ATT: James Johnson, Trust Officer 
"Ranch Hand '~emorial FundI! 

I fall 1300 of us send S 12.00, we're 
over the top! 

,. 

Sketch by Leon Furr 



News from Cowboys Around the World 

DONALD S. STEWART LTC/RET, Mlndonk.a, MN. Col. Stewart passed away last year (August 30, 1980). Our 
prayers go ouf fOlilm, his family and friends. M!:E!:!.L. WALKER, Slate, MO. Ralph was unable to attend due to 
work schedule and also had a pre-planned turkey hunt that weekend. "Turkey I " He sent his best to all. M. ~ 
GORMAN, Brandon, FL. Millard had planned to attend but had to abort due to an emergency In the family. He's 
looking forward to next year. BILLY RHODES, Ava, IL. After retirement, Billy rebuilt a 100 year old house. 

Then BI I Iy ran fQr Mayor of Ava and woni The ALAK of Ava claims that Knob Noster, MO can't hold a candle to Ava, 
IL. That should spark a response from Vern, the nero of Knob Noster. GEORGE MILLER, Fr.nklln, TN. The Miller 
home Is located on a four acre hillside on Hoi Iy Gap Road, and the family Is actively Involved In every facet of 
community life, with gardening, banking and sports leading the way. George's oldest son Is going to fly for the 
Marines. Great to hear from his fine family. RAUL GAMBO Fresno, CA. Thanks for the Frankl In R.ul. Raul 
sends his best to al I and guaranted del Ivery of-"r,; letter. He's with the Postal Service. JOE MEADOW, Weslaco, 
TX. With two children at Texas A & M, Joe's stili having to work his "tall off" so was unab'Te"to Jol,n uS but 
was with us In spirit. BOB DENNIS, Yakima, WA. Bob sent his best to al I especially those he knew In the '66 -
'67 time frame. ED KNIG~Dyess AFB, TX. Ed Is currently E.O. for the 463 TAW at Dyess. BILL WILDMAN, 
Colorado Sprlngs,--CO. Bill Is a partner In a real estate company and doing well. At reunlon1Tme he was 
getting caught up so he could vacation In Hawaii In November. For shame Bill, "May 'Agent Orange' wilt your 
Lell" JAMES HUCKABY, Meansville, GA. Jim's retired and works In Griffen, GA. He had hoped to make It this 
year. Next year for sure. HUGH StOrr' Jacksonvll Ie, FL. Jane and Hugh have relocated In Jacksonvll Ie, FL and 
are now In the 'IExecutlve Search" us ness. If that's what I think It 15, how about finding me one! STAN 
PHILLIPS, Montgomery, AL. Stan Is retired and Is Operations Manager for the Maxwell Gunter Federal credTt 
Union. Any Rancheros running 1-65, 1-85 or US 331, you have a friend In Wal lace Town. JACK E. ANDERSON, ~ 
Greenville, TX. Jack's retired working as Project Engineer for E Systems, Inc. 'He ran Into saul Speyrer who Is 
with the AFLC det at E Systems. WILBORN D. ¥~AUD, Richmond, VA. WII I, Ranch '68 - '69, saw the announcement In 
the VFW magazine. Good to hear from WII I. ere are no assocIatIon membership dues required, Just stay In 
touch and send stamp money when you canl WILBUR I. ROBINSON, Austin, TX. Robby Is chief pi lot for Emerald 
Valley Airlines, 512-454-6697. Robby's company recently acquired 6 DC-9's and needs aviators •••• not pilots 
but avlatorsl He leans toward retired AF types but wi I I only take the best. Anyone Interested and EWQ, cal I 
Robby. No words: Just money, l!!LM. MACMURD06 Odessa, TX; JOHN GILCHRIST, Little Rock, AR. COL. LOWELL 
THOMAS, Tinker AFB, OK. Lowell Is l500f the 9 3 AWARS flying the "Spy Plane" to such places aSl<iidena, 
Keflavlck, Saudi, Germany and every where Inbetween. He reports It's a super Ale and mission. If he could only 
convince Congress I Wash u~-date: He dldl RICHARD (EARL) WOLF. Charleston Heights, SC. VN 1969. Earl reports 
all Is well and hatecttom ss but plans are In the mill for next year. Thanks for the twenty Earl. DONALD J. 
MAXWELL. APO 09193. Col. Max Is looking for a Ranch Hand patch. When you find one Don, send us one. Cheers 
yourselfl ~PEROT. Columbua, LA. Jim Is well and doing find and "happy to announce that 'Agent Orange" 
hasn't gotten me yet". Jim's working for Columbia State School and sends his best. JACK BAILEY. Gentry, AR. 
Ranch Hands own !lBert Lance" Is back In an Ark Bank after Itan offer he could hardly turn down." I always 
thought Jack wa.s a pretty sharp banker until the last bundle of money I sent him to "launder" was returned - - -
bleached, starched and foldedl Best of luck to Jackson. THOMAS G. WEBB. Bosler City, LA. Tom says hello to 
al I. SANFORD SMITH, New London, NC. Sanford and Rose own and operate the Plnehaven Marina In New London, NC 
and serv Ice Mercury outboards. They have boats, bait, gas and 011 and the works and are hard at it from March 
til I November. Thanks for the $25.00 spot Sanford, M/SGT. ALTON R. LEE, Vandenberg AFB, CA. Sgt. Lee Is at 
Vandenburg with the MX missile test team. It's confortlng to know some of the Cowboys are stll I defending the 
flag. Thanks to Alton. MILES E. BURGENHEIM, Quartz HI I I, CA. Burgle, first of al I sent along $100.00 for the 
kitty and Spey was plckeclUj)l)yMarllyn In ''Bacon's'' shortly thereafter. Thanks Burgle. Now that the B-1 has 
been given the "green I I te" by the President, Burgle Is on the road again and was In Ann Arbor at the tIme of 
the reunion. He sends his best to al I. LEN BOCHICCHIO, Napa Val ley, CA. Len continues to keep the skys 
friendly with United, a Job reportably macr.;-easler when Poll's Paumpus PATCO Prlmadonnas were posted while 
parading past the President. Len's currently In transition at Altus AFB zipping around the GALAXY In a C-51 
"YGTBSMI" 

For some, this may be the fIrst time you were aware that the ''World's Greatest Aerial Denuders" get 
together and stay In touch since working hard together In Southeast Asia. The Ranch Hand Viet Nam Association 
was started In 1967 and Is currently located In FW8, FL. For the past 15 years the Association has continued 
solvent by contributions from within our own ranks. We currently have $1,800.00 In the EFCU. The Association 
attempts to stay In contact with veterans of the Ranch keeping each other Informed on the wherabouts of ex 
Rancheros, through newsletters and the reporting of the reunion. A quarterly newsletter costs approximately 
$350.00 to print and mall. In addition we have undertaken to fund the memorial. We need that little .. tra this 
year. 

Wei I troups, that's all the news available at fl Ie time and now a reminder of other Important business. 
The Air Force E~ldemlol09Y Stld~. By now each of us has received a letter from Secretary of the AF, the 
Honorable Vernrr and Genera yers, Air Force Surgeon General announcing and outlining the RH Epidemiology 
study and stressing the Importance of.2!!!:. participation. The Viet N.m conflict allowed for approximately 1264 
men to serve In Operation Ranch Hand and support It's unique mission. Because each of us had the greatest 
degree and frequency of physlc.1 contact with herbicides while serving In SEA comp.red to any other group, we are 
again unique In that we collectively can serve .s • scientific model In an effort to fln.1 Iy settle the question 
concerning the safety of the herbicide 24D/245T. Our Individual participation Is extremely Important from a 
scientific standpoint since the greater the number of Individuals studied, the more valid the conclusions drawn. 

Each of uS will gain by participating. For one, we will receive "Super Physical" (Worth four to five 
thousand dol lars If we were to buy It). If previously unknown potentially serious health problems are disco­
vered - better now than later. Our health wi I I be monitored at no cost to us for the next 20 years by the best 
In the medical profession. 

But as Important Is the question of health hazard associated with the herbicide 24D/245T and mans con-
tact with It, To date, the preponderance of demonstrates this chemical to be safe however doubt 
has been vocalized by a few and some Viet eve that their current health problems are due to 
possible contact with herbicides while serving In South East Asia. 

Our partiCipation Is vitale to the final resolution of that question. It Is a scientific guestlon and 
each of..!!!. Is a critical part of this science. 

Once again we are aSked to "Saddle up Cowboys - One More Tlmelt • 

Everyone gains, you, me and our Country. 

Ranch Hand Memorial Fund 
Valparaiso Bank and Trust Company 
816 Beal Parkway 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association General Fund 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

"SEASONS GREETINGS" 
and 

"TO THE RANCH" 



OFFICERS -
Vic. President Art McConnell 
Secret.ry John Richmond 
Trust •• a.n. Ru,. Mohney 
Tr ... ur.r Pete SDIV4rf 

Mr. J. Richard Munro 
President, Life Magazine 
Rockefeller Center 
New York, New York 10020 

22 December, 1981 

RE: Article, "Tracking Agent Orange" 
December, 1981 issue 

Dear Mr. Munro: 

DIRECTORS 
aln. Ru" MohnlY 
Col. Ralph Or .... r 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Ch.rll. Hubbs 

Lt. Col. (Rlt) Art McConnell 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Rex Ston.r 
L.t. Col. (Ret) BUd Fisher 

Unfortunately, the prestigious magazine "Life" has succumbed to the mass 
media hype over "Agent Orange" and neglected the volumes of science concerning 
the safety of the herbicide 24D/245T and mans' association with it. 

The herbicide 24D/245T was widely utilized for twenty years throughout the 
United States and free world before it's use in Southeast Asia and the 
safety and effectiveness were amply demonstrated during that period. All 
credible science to date supports the premise that 240/245T was and is a 
safe chemical in spite of the presence of a minute amount of dioxin (a trace 
production contaminent measuring a scant 2 parts per million). 

Throughout the history of the Viet Nam conflict, 1300 men served proudly in 
a unique United States Air Force unit known as Operation Ranch Hand. 
Operation Ranch Hand's mission included enemy crop destruction and denial 
of concealment to the enemy by defoliation. No one can challenge the fact 
that the personnel of Operation Ranch Hand had the greatest degree and 
frequency of contact with herbicides during the Viet Nam conflict. In 
spite of our often daily contact with those chemicals, no unusual health 
problems such as chloracne were observed then, and to date, preliminary 
information from ongoing scientific studies of our group shows that health 
problems we may currently have are within the norm statistically when 
compared against the general population. 

The veterans of Operation Ranch Hand are tired and disgusted with the way 
this subject has been treated in the mass media. We believe the existing 
science and not media sensationalism. 



Mr. J. Richard Munro 
22 December, 1981 
Page Two -
Responsible journalism may better serve the public-by searching beyond 
a "media file" on a subject; and on a scientific question such as this, 
by researching the relevant science. Had this been done, "Tracking 
Agent Orange" would not have contributed to the Agent Orange Hoax. 

JRS/mjm 

Sincerely, 

JOHN R. SPEY, Major, USAF (Ret.) 
President, Ranch Hand Viet Nam Association 

This letter may be used as a Letter to the Editor. 


