
1 May 1984 

Dear Veterans, "Rancheros" and Friends 

An:fs:h:t R:::~I "The 198) Gathering". Yietnam group to~sts 
The weekend was highlighted by tha address Itself and defolIant 
by General Chessney reviewing the results . 
of the mortality portion of the Ranch 
Hand II Study and thanking all of us for 
our enthusiastic participation over the 
past) years, and emphasizing the need 
for our active support in the future. 

Those attending the '8) reunion werel 
Lee and Bobbie Harrison 
Hal Underhill 
Pete and Kathy Spivey 
Mike and Jacque Shuppert 
Gene and Pat ~arshall 
Ralph and Dolly Dresser 
John Brady and Evelyn 
Rick Evans 
Johnny and Gloria Hoch 
Charlie and Beth Hubbs 
Steve and Faye Lowe 
Kei th and Toni Yale 
Pappy and Moe Rotermel 
Bill Aldrich 
George and Pearl Ketzel 
Bob and Linda Cain 
Frank and Nancy Wencel 
John Richmond 
Art Erickson 
Earl and Patricia Briggs 
William and Carolyn Sears 
Paul and Barbie Cecil 
Al and Trudy Luigi 
Bob Pheiffe 
Mike Topolosky 
Ed Dabbert 
Hal Luke 
Ed Ridgeway 
Norman and Coralie Baker 
Jack Brennecke 

By David BaDey FOR BREAKFAST ANYMO~~t 
..... - read another. "DON'T NUKE 'J!a\1; 

FORT WALTON BEACH - PUKE 'EM WITH AGENT OR· 
"Welcome the DarIJI& D:S;= ANGE," was sIlkscreened on anoth· 
of Dandy Defoliants," read er shlrl 
llgbts on a marquee at the .local Agent Orange was one of the de-
Holldlly Inn. . follants that the U.S. goYer/llllent 

"A tCl88t to our fallen comrades," sprayed over Soqtheast AsIa cIurIDg 
Ralph Drear ~uted to thole at the Vietnam War. It was so named 
the 1. reUDiOll or the Ranch HIIIId beCause It.came In ClnIJI8I! bIrreIs. 
Vietnam As8OcIaUon. In au. an ~ 11~ mIUIon 

The comrades were geuerous1y gallons of Agent Orange were 
toa.itecl by about 70 Ranch Han· dropped on Vietnam. Defoliants 
ders, all fonner members of an AIr were uled to, ellmln'te heavy 
Force WIlt that sprayed Southeast growth In which the enemy bid IIIId 
Asia with, among other tbingI, to. encourage clvWans to move to 
Agent Orange. __ CCIIIII;\lIIed by tile South Viet· 

"A toast to the RaDcb," IIhoatecI -. . . 
. DreIIer, fonner comma .... or Op- ftet tile war,. Vletnsm veterI/Ia 
eraUon Rancb HIIIId In 1... IIIId Y U- who foustit In &rei! 1.... ., t bad been sprayed; began to as 
, "To tbllIIIICb," tile :a" various IUs - from .BkIn rashet 
a~ _ • peat . .. tolnolional dIst\ll"bances to birth de· 
gIaaIeI., I In their children - to exposure 

In contrast to !be co~ .. to herbicides sprayed In Southeast 
or the Vletnsm War, at tbIa - tile . 
171b annual reUDiOII or !be 0pIri:. Himuy ReiUltS or the AIr Foree's 
tlon Ranch HIIIId \ftW - It Wliif1 Ranch Hind Mortality Study indicate 
bard to find aomeone wb. felt that the post·war deatli rate of men 
proud or wbat be did In Soulllllllt who went to Vietnam and were ex. 
AsIa. posed daily to herbicides, • including 
. In fact, It waan't bard to IIIId the deadly dloxln In Agent Orange, 

someone wbo felt good about Agent was lower than that of the wblte pop-
Orange. '. ulalion that dldn't go to Vietnam. 

"DRINK AGEI\IT ORANGE "Wbat we found," Cbesney told cel 
NOT BEER," one T-sbirt read. ebrants at Fort Walton Beach, "W8! 
"AGENT ORANGE IS NOT JUST that you guys who bravely ttske< 

your lives flying over the jungles c 
VietnDm had a 40 percent lessdeat 
rate than those of us wbo stayed I 
bome and didn't fight the war. You'r 
doing better than U you'd stayed bell 
grew your beard 1IIId· proteItecI til 
war." 

Cecil Marshall 
Ed and Louise McGee 

Special Guests were I 
;;1 have been asIr.ed on more tIWl 

one occaston with whit I IInIIw no~ 
and what we knew then, would I SIIIIC 
lion the Ranch Hand mission today' 
And my answer has been an un 
hesitated yes. And medlcally speak 
Ing. I've yet to see proof that we'v, 
killed anyone," 

Lee Inman and Maggie 
Roger and Elanor Meekins 
Richard Wolf 
Jim Umstead 
Al and Emily Nicolas 
Jack and Marilyn Spey 

General Chessney, AF Dep. 
Surgeon General 

Col. George and Ernie Lathrop 
Dr. Bill Wolf 
David Bailey (press) The study's second balf will noth 

ready until February, Cbeeney salt 
It will deal with morbidity - what, i 
any, IUs attended the Rancb Handen 
constant exposure to herbicides. 

AI-lO If- If- If- Tim ..... Union and Journal, Jacksollville, SUllday, October 23, 1983 
,' .. 



-a...-ive inveAti-ion at the health of ' Confromed with aft Air Force study .,. .... ~ .. " e uo 

lOwing that Alent Orange hid not pro- the men who bad particirated in the ~pray­
:Iced any of the horrible ailrneltlil it wa ing of Agent Orange. a,,,defoliant, on the 
I~ to have caulled in Vietnam veter- jungles of VietnalT! from 1961 ,to 1972. 
1~. Big MecfiallSt Wleek tried desptnnely , This was called "'Operation Ranch 
. bury or play down the good, riew". The ' Hand, " ,and it was carried' out to deny to 
ir Force study wall bued on com- the Vietcong hiding~laces in the jungle 

from which they could attack our forces. 
The "Ranch Handell5~""experienced heavy, ' 
'expollute to the chemical. frequmtly c0rn­

ing back from their flights soaked to the 
skin. Tbe, wote no special protective do- . 
dUng. : " 

After ch~ that Agent Orange wb ' 
reponsible for cancer, bir1h defects, nerve 
di!lorders and a multitude ofOlher physical 

. a/lment~ were given extensive media pub­
licity de~ite the absence of scientific evi­
dence to support the charges, the Air Force 
commi~sioned a thorough study of the 
Ranch :Handers, the men who had' ex-

. perienced the most eltp05ure to it. Over a ' 
l.'lou!liand of them were compared with a 
control, g1'OOp of m~of comparable age 
who had,noLbeen ,uposed,,1,0 Age~ 
Orange. - , 

The ~tudy f<lUtid thllt there was ft() tvi­
dence that any of the Ranch Handerrt had 
ever suffered from chloracne, the !:kin r3l1b 

that ill known 10 be caulled by dioxin 
_.;a ... .;,..... Dlmtin is the roxic i~i¢At 

Maj. <len. Murphey A. Che!l1ey unWl" 
new Itudy nndln~ media ~port.1 ott 
Agent Orange without foundation,. . 
of Agent Onuage that is supposed to have 
caused that multiplicity of ailments. Actu-

.~~.~, . " Cootirnled on Pa~ 3 

"Washington l!;xaminer" 
2 lVarch 1984 

The good news that the ailments that are Vietnam -.eteran w~ family and frttftdi 
supposed to be linked to dioxin were not contended that his cancer had been caused 
found among the Ranch Handen was by Agent Orange. CBS provided its view­
i~nored by m01l1 medi.,....., It WIA not en *ith not a single one of the positive 

·','n .. ntlo\1~d ('1ft """ of the .......... ork findings of the study, although it did q..-
news pro~m,.: Itwa~ not rermecHryTAt Maj. Gen. Chesney's IItatcmentth." t.he 
WashinRton Post or by UPI. , findings were rea~~lIring. ~ .. ' 

Instead, the emphasis of most of the That foJ.lowed the pattern let by 11w 
news stories was on the minor differences' Wtultln,tOll Post. which reported only on 
found between the Ranch Hanclen and the the minor ailments not linked. to, AteM 
control group. For example, Dan Rather OrIilgew' such as skin clnCet, that were 
on the CBS Evening News said: • 'The Air' found to' be more prevalent .aJnQM' die 
Force teportedthe resuks today of what's· " Ranch Handers. .,.. , 
caDed the most e.hausti~ study yet of; The media also tended to cite the retIc"' 
Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide tiona of two members of Congress .110 
Agent Orange. Among the findings: high-' have never let scientific evidence in­
er slcincancer rates and other problems. flUCIJCIII theitoonviction that Vietnam vet­
detected in the vets and their childmn. erans were severely injured by contact 
However; on the whole, the Air Force with Agent Orange. Both were profoundl, 

,says, the results are reusurin •. " :Rather,disappointed by the Air Force study and 
then teported on the death ofa 36-~ old' were sure that it wu WI""8.; 

Pubnshed by ACCURACY IN Mm.A, INC. 
1275 KStreet, N.W., Suite 1150 
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Continued from Page 1 On the other hand. they tended to have 

The only ailment that it is known to 
cause in man for certain is a skin rash called chloracne. 
None of the Ranch Handen had any medical history of 
having suffered from chloracne, and biopsies indicated 
that none had. Nor: was a single soft-tissue sarcoma 
found in this group. A Swedish study had suggested 
that exposure to dioxin might result in an increase in 
this rare fOl'm of cancet'. Sor were there any cases of the 
rare I'iver ailment, porphyria cutanea tarda, which may 
also'be linked todioxia poisoning. 

ABC Takes the SClJ'M Tack 

More Negativism from NBC 

Newspapers Almost as, Bad 

The coverage of the Ranch Hand report exposed the way ., 
in which the liberal bias of reporters and editors affects 
the coverage of even non-political stories. The headline 
in The Washington Inquirer read~ "Agent Orange 
Exonera ted," and the story emphasized that no cases of 
chloracne, soft-tissue sarCOma or porphyria cutanea 
tardahad been found in the Ranch Hand group and thai 
in 'terms of serious ailments the health of the group 
compared favorably with that of the control group. That 
was -the' important and reassuring conclusion of the Air 
F-orce report. ' 

" ally, ir was a contaminant of the defoliant lOwer cholesterol levels than did the con­
. and w." present in minure quantltle". The trol group, which recent studies sUIrKellf 

fact thill, the Rench Handers had not ex- gives them a better chance of .voieting 
perlenced chloracne could be taken as evi- heart aneck!!. 

SOUR REACTION TO GOOD NEWS Reed Irvine, Editor 

, dence that they had not suffered from di-' 'The reasons for these minor differences 
ox in 'poisoning. . : are not known. They may be related to 

'The study also round that none of the differences In life styles between the two 
Ranch Handers had two other serious ail- groups. For example, skin cancer among 
ments that some studies have indicated white male.~ is primarily caused by expo­
might be caused by dioxin. These. are soft" sure to sunlight, and it ill possible that more 

,tissue SIitomi, a rare form or catICet', and Ranch Handers than mtmbers of the con~ 
porphyria cutanea tIrda .. a tan;. liver' dis- trol group have been exposed to the ~un for 
order, ,longer periods of time. It was found that, 
Th~ ~ no b~th problems found jlt', the Ranch' Handers had a significantly 

the Ranch Hand group that were traceable higher consumption of tobacco and alco-
, to exposure to Agent cmnge !W diOxin. ~ hoi than the control group, and this can be 
Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney, the deputy' expected to have .. negative effect on their 
surgeon general of' the Air Potee, said, heal.!a:.. 
····The'RancfllianderI in thiJ ltUdy and in v.am veterlm have been frightened 
the mortality study Irt, 'gain, more by reporu that Agent Orange may have 

Wh~n the Air Force released a study on F~bruary 24 
showing thaI the herbicide. Agenl Orange. had not 
wrecked the health of the Vietnam velerans who had 
experienet·t!t he grealest exposure to it. Big!l. .. tedia wert! 
nol eager tu trumpet thelt goodnews throughout the 
Lind. Indeed. depending on whal newspaper you read or 
what television program you watched. you might hav!! 
come away with the impression thillthe comprehensive 
iml!stigation of the health of the \'elerans of Operation 
Ranch Hand. the men who sprayed Agtmt Or,mge in 
Vil!tnam during the 1962-71 period. had'indir:led rather 
t han exonl~rated the defolianl. '. 

j .. _-I' 

What stands out in the newspaper reporting of this story 
is the nearly universal emphasis on the minor 
anomalies-the excess of skin cancer, minor birth 
defects, reports of earlier symptoms of liver trouble and 
weak pulse in the lower legs-among the Ranch 
Handers. This was emphasized at the expense of the 
wonderful news that the ailments that would have been 
suggestive of dioxin' poisoning were absent. This is 
typical of the way the mediabave been treating Agent 
Orange for years. It is little wonder that one of the 
differences noted between t Ranch Handers and the 
control group is that the former ten e to perceive of 

e s Ives as bein in oor heaUhinore oTten than dia 
members 0 Ihe control group. e negative attitude of 
the media seems to have taken its to 
t IS gro 
'"'--

, 1 

23 October 198.3 
( 

It David laDey 
Slitfw ....... 

:":ORT WALTON BEACH - "Vietnam was an 
unpopular war," Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney told 
th6se assembled for the 17th annual Operation 
Rbch ·Hand reWlion. "And now that the war 15 0_. we're still fighting battles." " 
~ battle still being fought in, and out of the 

c$U centers on whether Agent Orange left indel­
ible scars on those who fought in Vietnam.

1
Agent 

Oiange is one of 'the defoliants the UD1tedStates * to eliminate ground cover in Vietnam. 
:Cbesney.the Air Force doctor in charge of what 

is I pro~bly the. most extensive study to date on 
.\jent Orange's effects on humans, came to the 
R,nch Handers' reunion to deliver some good 
JMtws. . 

:Members of the Air Force mission that sprayed 
tohs o~ Agent Orange on Vietnam's jungles are not, 
at; present, dying because of it 
'~re is no indication that Operation Ranch 
H~ persolUlel have experienced any' increased 
mprtallty or any unusual patterns of death in time 
o~ by cause," said the study, which was released in 
J'4ly. "They are not dying in increased numbers, at 
ecvller ages or by unexpected cau.ses." _ . 
, For every Ranch HaDder woo ftI1ed out a quee­

t,ionaire, the Air Force found Dve people who were 
not exposed to Agent Orange to compare his an· 
swers against. " 

For every Ranch Hander who underwent ill 
2%-day physical examination at Ke1sey Seyooit 
Clinic in Houston, Texas, two volunteers were 
'found to take the examination for compartson. 

, "Each one of these Ranch Hands walking around 
bere today has eight comparison individuals who 

, are comparable in age, race and job," said Col 
George D. Lathrop, one of the ltudy'. authors. 
"They are their clones, if you wW. 

The response of Ranch Handers wu surprisin& 
Chesney said. Ninety-seven percent of them fWed 
out'questionnaires. And ~ percent agreed to under­
go physlcal examinations. which involved travelln& 
to Texas. 

"We did everything we could think of becauae 
someday, someone's going to go back and say, 'Why 
didn't you do that l' 

'''We drew up a scientific road map on how we 
wanted to do the study. And then we had it re­
viewed by the University of Texas School of Public 
Health, the Air Force's Scientific Advisory Boarct 
the Air Force's E~m1olog1c Board and by the 
National Academy of Science," Lathrop said. ! 

The second part of the Air Force review, called 
the morbidity study. Will try to determine if Ranch 
Handers contracted any diseases related to their' 
e~sure to Agent Orange. 

.. healthy, we think, thad the American pop- affected their reproductive powers or have 
, ularion that *tayec! at home arid did not go had a negative effect upon their of'f!lpring. 
, to Vietnam and fight. And that's reassur- The study found that the Ranch Handers 

Instead of telling the reasons why the Air 'Force found 
the findings reassuring. CBS immediately turned to the 
case of iI Vietnam veteran who ,had recently died of 
c.in(;er iiI il.~e 36. II showed his family and friends 
exprt!ssin~ the vip.w thelt his cancer had been caused by 
Agenl Orange. eus News did notre,por.t thaI the Air 
Force sludy had found no evidence of any link belw(~en 
mHligmlnci.es .md Agent Orange exposure. Instead il 
soughl 10 pt~rpetUitle the nolion that there is such a link 
by airing opinions IHcking an'y scientific foundation. 
The CBS News report on the Air' Force study on the 
health of' the Ranch Handers did'not give a single one of 
the positive findings of thestudy. The most important of 
these were that among the 1,045 veterans of Operation 
Ranch Hand ',who had' .been ,given intensive physical 
examinations, there ~asnot a· sin,gle-case of three 
ailments that are either known or suspected of being 
linked to dioxin poisoning. Dioxin is the toxin which is 
supposed to have caused all those ailments. It is. a 
contaminant which was found in Agent Orange in 
minute quantities. 

, "Our bottom line Js, we need to do a proper study 
~~~~----=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ because if there are attributable heaWi defects, the 
: Ranch Handers need to know," Lathrop said. 

ing. The Ranch Hanck!ts ate not dying off did not differ from the control group in' 
'like flies. "The mortality study referred to , fertility, and there ~ no sjgnificant dif· 
was releUed in June 1983. It .howed that ferences in terms of millCarriages, stiJ)· 
the death rate for the Rlnc:h Hand group births, or induced' abortiom. No djffer­
was no hight!' than the rate for the control' ences were observed for prematurity, 
group. The new. Ihidy showed Chat the ' Jeamingdisability, infant deaths or severe 
'Ranch Handers Were just as healtby as the or moderate birth defects. i.e .• birthmarks 

l and IIkin blemishes, according to parental contro group. , 
There were minor differences between reports. According to parental reports, 

the two groups. More of the Ranch Hand- more offspring of the Ranch Hander.; had 
er.; had experienced benign ~kin cancers. died within 29 days of birth than had off­
They tended to report having experienced spring of the control group. The Air Force 
mo~ symptoms of liver trouble, and they intends to try to verify this infonnation"by 
had lower pulse rates iottie lower limbs. examination of the death certificates. 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S CUFF 

AIM Report 

"These people are among the bravest of the brave 
and deserve compensation. The flip side is, if there 
is nothing, they deserve the peace of mind that goes 
with that knowledge." 

March-B 1984 

IN THIS ISSUE WE COVER TWO STORIES DEALING WITH SCIENTIFIC MA'ITERS THAT HAVE BEEN 
mishandled by the media. The effort to make Agent Orange into a villain goes back to 
the days when the communists mounted a propaganda campaign to uressure the U. S. into 
discontinuing its use as a defoliant in Vietnam. It was effective in denying cover 
to the Vietcong, and they wanted it stopped for that reason. 



· ConfroJHed with 8ft Air Force 'Iudy 
lowing thai Agenl Orange had not pro­
Jced any of the horrible aihnenll! It wa. 
lppo,ed to have caused in Viemam veter­
". Big Media last ~k tried despemtely 
· hul)' or play down the good new •. The 
it Force study waA ba.ed on com-

from which they could attack our forc ••. 
The "Ranch Handen" experienced heavy 
eXpolIute to the chemica!. frequently c0rn­

ing back from their nigh," soaked 10 thl! 
skin. ne, wate no special protective clo­
thing. : 

After chargeo that Agenl Orange was 
rcponsible for cancer, birth defOC1s, nerve 
di,orde", and a multitude of oIher physica! 

. allment~ were given exten,ive media pub­
licity despite the absence of scientific evi-
dence to suppon the charges, the Air Force 
commiasioned a thorough study of the 
Ranch :Hande"" the men who had ex-

. perienced the most "pollUte 10 it. Over a 
L~ous.nd of them were compared with a 
tontrol·~up of men of comparable age 
who had nol. heen exposed to Agent 
Orange\ 

The ~tudy fOOild that there was no .\Ii­
dence that any of the Ranch Handet'R had 
ev..rsuffered from chlO!1lcne. the skin ra<h 
th8t i. known to be cau.ed by diox in 
-,; ..... 11"''' Oirutil'l is thr roxic in~it.nl 

Continued from Page 1 
ally. it wa. a contaminant of the defolianl 
and WI. present in mlnul< quantltle •. The 
fact Ihat Ihe Ranch Handen< had not ex­
""nenced chloracne could be I11ken as evi­
dence that they had not suffered from di­
oxin poisoning. 

The study alilo found that none of the 
Ranch Handen had two other serious ail­
ments that some studl.. have indicated 
might be caused by dioxin. These are soft 
tissue sattomi, a rare form of cancer, and .. 
porphyria cutanea Iarda, a tire liver dis-
order.. . , . . I; _, . 

There were no health problems found Iii '. 
the Ranch Hand gI'OU1! that w~ traceable 
to exposure to Agent Orange ~ diOxin. , 
Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney. ihe deputy 
surgeon general 0( ihe Air FOtce, said, 
• 'The Ranch Handers In this slUdy and in 
the mortality study are, again, more 
healthy, we think, than the American pap­
ulation that tl11yed 8t home lind did not go 
to Vietnam and fight. And that's reassur' 
ing. The Ranch Hauden art not dying off 
like flies. "The mortality 8ludyreferred to. 
was releued In lune 1983. It .howed that 
the death rate for the Ranch Hand group 
was no higher than the rate for the control 
group. The new study showed that the 
Ranch Handers Were JUSt as healthy a. the 
control group. 

There were minor differences between 
the two groups. More of the Ranch Hand­
ers had experienced benign skin cance"'. 
They tended to report having experienced 
more symptoms of liver trouble. and they 
had lower pulse rates in tlie lower limbs. 

prehensive inveMigatlon of the health of 
the men wbo had panicipated in the .pray­
ing of AgMt orange •• defoliant. on the 
jungles of Vietnam from 1%1 to 1972. 
This wall. called • 'Operation Ranch 
Hand," and it was carried out to deny to 
the Vietcong hiding place. in the jungle 

"Washington Examiner" 
2 tvarch 1984 

The good news that the ailments that are Vietnam vetera 
supposed to be linked to dioxin were not contended that' 
found among the Ranch Hande .. was by Agent Oranl 
i~nored by moot media ' ......... It Wa' not en \/lith not a 
'"~ntloned M an, (If lbe t'- _nrt findings of the , 
news pro~ram •. II was nol reported by Tht Maj. Gen. Ch. 
Wa.,hinilton Post or by UPI. findings were r 

Instead, the emphasis of inOst of the That follow. 
news slories was on the minor diffetences Wa.thlngton Po, 
found between the Ranch Handen and the the minor ailm 
c!llltrol group. For example, Dan Rath..r Orllllgl!, such I 
on the CBS Evening News said: • 'The Air' found 10 be m 
Force reponed the results today of what's Ranch Handers . 
called the most exhaustive study yet of The media a! 
Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide tiona of two m 
Agent Orange. Among the findings: high- have never let 
er "leincaneer rates and other problelm f1uence theirOOl 
detected in the Vets and their children. eran. were sev 
However, on the whole, the Air Force with Agent Oran 
SlYS, the results are reassuring." Rather disappointed by 
then reported on the death of a 36-yeor old . were sure that il 

Maj. Gen. Murphey A. Che!lney unmls 
new study nndlnK media ... port. 011 
Agent Orange without foundation. 
of Agent Oraage thll is supposed to have 
caused tilat multiplicity of ailments. Actu-

..... , > . Continued on Pa~ 3 

On the other hand. they lended to have 
lower cholesterol levels than did the con­
trolgroup, which tecent studies OUBRe" 
gives Ihem a betler chanct of Ivol<ling 
bean attack •. 

The rea""ns for these minor differences 
are not known. They may be related to 
differences In life styles between Ihe two 
groups. For example, skin cancer among 
white males is primarily caused by expo­
sure to sunlight, and it i. possible that more 
Ranch Handen than membe", of the con, 
trol group have been exposed to the sun for 
longer periods of time. It was found that 
the Ranch Handen had a significantly 
higher consumption of tobacco and alco­
bolthan the control group. and this can be 
expected to have a negative effect on their 

heo~ veteran. have been frightened 
by report.~ that Agent Orange may have 
affected their reproductive powen or have 
had a negative effect upon their off.pring. 
The study found that the Ranch Handen 
did not differ from the control group in 
fenllity, and there were no Significant dif­
ferences in terma of miscarriages, still­
births, or induced abonions. No differ­
ences were observed for prematurity, 
learning di,ability, infanl deaths or severe 
or moderate binh defects, i.e., binhmarks 
and skin blemishes, according to parental 
repons. According to parental repons. 
more offspring of the Ranch Handell< had 
died within 29 days of binh Ihan had off­
spring of the control group. The Air Fot~e 
intends to try to verify this information by 
«ami nation of the death cenificales. 
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SOUR REACT 
When. the Air Force rel~ased a study on Februar~ 
showlOg thai the herbicide. Agent Orange. had 
" ... rec:ked the health of the Vietnam veterans who 
experiencl'd the greatest exposure to it. Big ~'fedin \\ 
not eager 10 trumpet that {Jood news throllohoul 
I,inel. Indeed, oppending on \~hat newspaper y~u rea 
what tf~lt~vision program you I;vdtched, you might h 
come away wilh the impression that the comprehem 
in\-estigation of the heHlth of the \-eterans of Oper,ll 
Ranch Hand, the mfm who spl'nyed Agl~nt OrClngt 
Vielnflm during the 1962~71 period. had indicted I'al 
than r.xolwl'il!pd the defoliant. 

[nstead of telling the reasons why the Air Force fill 

Ihe findings reHsstlring, ens immediately turned 10 
case of iI Vietni-ll11 VI!teran who had recently died 
Ci-mCI!r HI Age 36. Il showed his family and frier 
exprl!ssin,K the vil~w thilt his cancer had been caused 
Agenl Orango. CIlS News did not reporl Ihal Ihe I 

For":e sludy had found no evidence of any link betw( 
mahgnanr.lf!s and Agent Orange exposure. Insteau 
sought to pt~rp(~tuilte the nolion that there is such a Ii 
by airing opinions lacking any scientific foundati, 
The CBS News report on the Air Force study on 
health of Ihe Ranch Handers did not give a single on( 
Ihe positive findings of Ihe sludy. The most import ani 
these were that among the 1.045 veterans of Operal, 
Ranch Hand who had been given intensive physi 
examinations there was not a single case of th 
ailments that are either known or suspected of bei 
linked to dioxin poisoning. Dioxin is the toxin whict 
supposed to have caused all those ailments. It i, 
contaminant which was found in Agent Orange 
minute quantities. 
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The only ailment Ihat it is known 10 
cause in man for certain is a skin rash called chloracne. 
None of Ihe Ranch Handen had any medical his lory of 
having suffered from chloracne, and biopsies indicaled 
Ihat none had. Nor was a single soft-tissue sarcoma 
found in Ihis group. A Swedish study had suggesled 
that exposure to dioxia might result in an increase in 
this rare form of canc.,. 'lor were Ihere any cases of the 
rare liver ailment. porphyria culanea larda, which may 
also be linked 10 dioxiD poisoning. 

ABC Takes the Same Tack 

More Negativism from NBC 

Newspapers Almost as Bad 

The coverage of Ihe Ranch Hand report exposed the way 
in which Ihe liberal bias of reporters and editors affects 
Ihe coverage of even Don-polilical storiea. The headline 
in The Washington Inquirer read: "Agent Orange 
Exonerated,' and the slory emphasized Ihat no casea of 
chloracne, soft-tissue sarcoma or porphyria culanea 
tarda had been found in the Ranch Hand group and that 
in ·Ierms of serious ailments Ihe health of the group 
compared favorably wilh that of Ihe conlrol group. That 
was the important and reassuring conclusiOD of the Air 
Force report. 

. ,- ,~ 

TO GOOD NEWS Reed Irvine, Editor 

What slands oul in the newspaper reporting of this story 
is the nearly univer.al emphasis on Ihe minor 
anomalies-the excess of skin cancer, minor birth 
defecls, reporls of earlier symploms of liver trouble and 
weak pulse in Ihe lower legs-among Ihe Ranch 
Handers. This was emphasized at Ihe expense of Ihe 
wonderful news that Ihe ailmentslhat would have beeD 
suggestive of dioxin poisoning were absent. This is 
Iypical of Ihe way the media have been Ireating Agent 
Orange for years. It is little wonder Ihal one of Ihe 
differences noted between t anch Handers and the 
control group is Ihal Ihe fOflner ten e 10 perceive of 

e s Ives as bein in oor healthniore often Ihan did 
members a Ihe conlro group. e negative altilude of 
the media seems to have laken its 10 ps c 0 oglca y ... 
I IS gro 

--------------

23 October 1983 

B1 David Bauey 
s~Yttrlter 

iFORT WALTON BEACH - "Vietnam was an 
uDoooular war," Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney told 
t.h6se assembled for the 17th annual Operation 
lUnch Hand reunion. "And now that the war is 
oller, we're sWl fighting battles." 

1:. battle sWl being fought in and out of the 
c centers on whether Agent Orange left Indel· 

e scars on those who fought in Vietnam. Agent 
<Jiange is one of the defoUants the United States 

~ 
to eliminate ground cover in Vietnam. 

hesney, the Air Force doctor in charge of whet 
is. probably the most extensive study to date on 
Ajent Orange's effects on humans, came to the 
Rlmch Handers' reunion to deliver some good 

tmbers of the Air Force mission that sprayed 
toha 0\ Agent Orange on Vietnam's jungles are not, 
aq present, dying because of it. 

t!!,"re is no indication that Operation Ranch 
H"", personnel heve experienced any increased 
III/lrtallty or any unusual patterns of death in time 
or by cause," said the study, which was released in 
JIiiY. "They are not dying in increased numbers, at 
IItlier ages or by unexpected cauaea."_ . 

For every Ranch Hander who lII1ed out a q_ 
Uollllre, the AIr Force found five people who were 
not exposed to Agent Orange to compare his an-
swers against. . 

For every Ranch Hander who underwent jII 
21f.rday physical examination at Kelsey seyboil 
Clinic in Houston, Texas, two volunteers were 
found to take the examination for comparison. 

"Each one of these Ranch Handa wa1ldng around 
here today has eight comparison individuals who 
are comparable in age, race and job," said CoL 
George D. Lathrop, one of the study'. authors. 
"They are their clones, if you will. 

The response Of Ranch Handers was surprising, 
Chesney said. Ninety·seven percent of them fl1led 
out questionnaires. And ffI percent agreed to uneler­
go physical examinations, which involved traveling 
to Texas. 

"We dIcI everything we could think of beeauae 
someday, someone's going to go back and say, 'Why 
d!cIn't you do that?' 

·"We drew up a scientific road map on how we 
wanted to do the study. And then we hed it re­
viewed by the University of Texas School of Public 
Health, the AIr Force's Scientlftc Advisory IIoanI. 
the AIr Force's Epic\emlologlc Board and by the 
National Academy of Science," Lathrop said. I 

The second pari of the AIr Force review, ca11ecI 
the morbidity study, will try to determine if Rancb 
Handers contracted any diseases related to their 
e~sure to Agent Orange. 

"OUrbottoin llDe is, we need io do a proper study 
-=:-~~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ because if there are attributable heallh defects, the 
: Ranch Handers need to know," Lathrop said. 

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S CUFF 

AIM Report 

"These people are among the bravest of the brave 
and deserve compensation. The flip side is, if there 
is nothing, they deserve the peace of mind that goes 
with that knowledge." 

Karch-B 1984 

IN THIS ISSUE WE COVER TWO STORIES DEALING WITH SCIENTIFIC MATTERS THAT HAVE BEEN 
mishandled by the media. The effort to make Agent Orange into a villain goes back to 
the days when the communists mounted a propaganda campaign to ores sure the U. S. into 
discontinuing its use as a defoliant in Vietnam. It was effective in denying cover 
to the Vietcong, and they wanted it stopped for that reason. 



Design and 
Sketch by Leon Furr 

This memorial will cost approximately 
$16,500. It is "truly a work of art. The 
honor roll will be engraved on its face. 
When completed, the memorial will be 

placed in the Hurlburt Field Air Park near the 
C12) dedicated in 1981. We hope to dedicate this 
memorial in October 1985 during the Twentieth Ranch 
Hand Reunion. We have $4,156.00 in the memorial 
trust fund with a pledge of $10,000 to allow early 
construction. Please send tax deductable contri­
butions tOI 

Ranch Hand Memorial Fund 
850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL )2548 

or direct to I 
Valparaiso Bank and Trust Co. 
Trust Department 
P. O. Box )20) 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL )2549 

RANCH HAND HONOR RQ11 

Capt. Robert D. Larson 
Capt. Fergus C. Groves II 
S/Sgt. Milo B. Coghill 
Capt. Roy R. Kubley 
Maj. Lloyd F. Walker 
Capt. Harvey Mulhouser 
Capt. Howard L. Borden 
A/1C Ronald K. Miyazaki 
Capt. Thomas E. Davie 
Lt./Col. Everett E. Foster 
Maj. Allan J. Sterns 
Maj. Donald T. Stienbrunner 
S/Sgt. Irwin G. Weyandt . 
Sgt. Lee Tan Bo, VNAF 
Capt. William B. Mahone 
Capt. Virgil K. Kelly, Jr. 
T/Sgt. Jocklin M. Boatwright 
T!S~t. Harold C. Cook 
Lt./Col. Emmett Rucker, Jr. 
Maj. James L. Shanks 
Sgt. Herbert E. Schmidt 
l7Lt. Charles M. Deas 
l!Lt. Richard W. O'Keefe 
Lt./Col. Daniel H. Tate 
M/Sgt. Donald L. Dunn 
T/Sgt. Clyde W. Hanson 



BURNIE DALLAS, San Bernardino, CA (RH 69-70). Burnie's the Association's 
PR man in San Bernardino. Thanks Burniel And yes, I used to do it with my 
toe! (Oops ••• Burnie, please send us your new address againl) 

ART MCCONNELL, 
Capastrano any time 
are apt to be late. 
legitimate excuse. 

San Juan Capistrano, CA. They say the swallows over-fly 
Art misses a Ranch Hand reunion. Well California, they 
After 6 years in a row, Art no-showed •. b.ut wi tl1 a 

We missed you Art but San Antone will be a shorter drive. 

Thanks for contributions go out to the following I 

HOWARD SHIVERS, Lindenwold, NJ 
FLOYD HEFFNER, Smyrna, GA 
CARL MARSHALL, Carrollton, MS 

Letters received after 1 February will appear in the mid-summer newsletter. 

B~nion-12§~ 

For the past 7 years, the State of Florida has played host to the annual 
gathering of the World's Greatest Aerial Denuders. Recently, however. we 
were informed that the Governor's Environmental Task Force suspects that the 
"Dioxin" level in FWB is due primarily to our annual gathering. While unswayed 
by volumes of Scientific data, the Association bowed to the Governor. 

The 1984 Ranch Hand Reunion will be held in San Antonio, TX, October 5. 
6, and 7. Col. Ralph Dresser will be in charge. Hotel accommodations will be 
at the newly remodeled El Tropicano. 110 Lexington, San Antonio, TX 78205 (on 
the river). Call Col. Dresser at (512)751-3335 for your reservation I or 
Joan Thrayer, Convention Coordinator, at (512)223-9461. October is the busiest 
month in a convention-minded city like San Antone, so plan ahead and call early 
to ensure reservations. Planned activities will be outlined in the mid-summer 
newsletter. Plan for October nowl 

~Qne~fQ~j[~n~~1-Fund 

The Association currently has $813 in the general fund. This newsletter 
will cost $450 to print and mail. Your contributions have insured the 
existence of our Association for the past eighteen years. That support is 
still needed. Please make your tax deductable contributions tOI 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 

Thanks guys! 

ATTENTION ALL HANDSI 

Our Unit Historian recently earned his Doctorate. L/ool. Paul Cecil. 
Doctor of Philosophy. Congratulations Paul! 



tl~~_from_9.~wbQ~~~~QY~~~rld 

R. E. (DICK) THORNDIKE, Portland, OR reports that the "fish are still 
biting"l Thanks for the correction and contribution Dick. 

B. F. ELIOT, Scottsdale, AZ. Brad's out of the AF now and selling 
low and buying high for Merrill Lynch. 

LLOYD & MELISSA WEST are in Alamogordo, NM where Lloyd's the Test 
Team Director for the AMRAAM. That's Pentagonese. for the meanest air-to-air 
missile in the world. Give 'em hell Lloyd and the Association thanks you 
for your generosity. 

KEN LETT, Arlington, TX (RH 66-67). While visiting a former RH member 
in Washington, D.C. (Robert Porter), Ken learned of the Association. You're 
on the list Ken! 

MAJOR JOE WOLZYN, Mt. Holly, NJ (RH 70-71), Joe's a C5A Flight Examiner 
at McGuire, keeping MAC aircrew honest. Thats heavy businessl Thanks Joe! 

R. A. (BOB) SHADE, Eagle, ID. Bob is paid by Boise Cascade. Through 
Bob.'s efforts. Boise Cascade has developed the ultimate in defoliation ••• 
the chain sawl The Round-Up will be "out West" in '84 Bob. 

LT. PAUL PARHAM, Jacksonville, ARK. Paul is back in the AF as a 
Missile Launch Officer after 4 years out. Thanks Paull 

FRANCIS E. (GRIFF) GRIFFIN, Dublin, OH (RH 68-69). Griff just moved 
to Dublin and all is well. 

LT. COL. JOHN CARNEY, Falls Church, VA. John is "holed up in the 
basement of the Pentagon", gasping for fresh airl 

DONALD W. RAYMENT, Charleston, W.VA. Don hung it up in October after 
28 years, and heads a law firm (70 lawyers) in Charleston as Director of 
Administration. Short retirement I'd sayl 

JAMES ROSE, Seaboard, NC. Jim reports all is well and hopes to join a 
round-up soon. Thanks Jim! 

CHARLES (JOE) MEADOW, Weslaco, TX. Joe's absence at the '83 Round-Up 
was noted at the time by Jack Brennecke, Mike Topolosky, John Brady, and 
Ed Ridgeway at 0230 hrs. And thats early.1 . The penali ty for absence was 
an extremely early "crew call" and collect at thatl Thanks Joel 

COL. JOHN PARISH, Niceville, FL. Niceville - thats Qnly 7 miles away I 
No show! Boooo ••• 1 Thanks for the stamp money sirl 

COL. T.. O. WILLIANS. "T, 0." is still in Khartoum skirting sandstorms 
in his C12. "Chad vs. Kadafe" has kept, him hop.ping lately. Francis and T·.O. 
send their best to all. 

LT. COL. GEORGE T. ADAMS
l 

Satellite Beach, FL. "Smutty George" tied 
the knot with Jane Landers S p res on October 7, 1983. We all wish them we 11. 

BILL NOLAN, Colorado Springs, CO (RH 69-70/Line Ohlef). Bill retired in 
April '73 and found golfing is good on the greens at the AF Academy, and more 
recently at" Pete Fie ld" • Anyone needing he lp with the ir approach shots, he lp 
is available from Bill. 



WALLY KNIGHT, Green Bay, WI. wally was a hit at the '82 Round-Up but 
was unable to make the '8). However, he did not forget the stamp money. 
Thanks Wallyl 

BENJAMIN R. KING, Orlando, FL. Ben and Margaret were unable to attend 
this year due to conflicting commitments as a Shriner, but hope to make it 
to San Antonio in '84. (FYII Ben was Crew Chief on.C12) #)7) to Vietnam 
in 1961.) 

VITO LONGO, Falls Church, VA. While Vito longs to be present at a 
Round-Up, other commitments seem to conflict year. after year. However. his 
support to the Association far exceeds everything. Thank you sir! 

JAMES 
office, U. 
San Antone 

P. (GEECH) HAMILTON, Leesville, SC. Geech flies 
of SC, pushing Beachcraft E-90's. He loves i tl 
Geech? 

for the President's 
See ya in 

OSCAR W. AGRE, JR., Union, KY. Bill is Director of Pilot Recruiting 
and Selection for a regional air carrier in Cincinnati. Anyone wanting a 
flying job, dial Bill. The password is "Ranch Hand". 

ANDRUS KIRBODEAUX, Lafayett, LA. Andy is going to make it one year. 
Thanks Andy! 

RICHARD M. KENNY, Ft. MYers Beach, FL. Dick contributed greatly to the 
fund. Thanks much Dick! 

HENRY (HANK) R. GOOD, Kalispell, MT. Hank missed the Round-Up last 
October, but not because he was "marauding in Mongolia", as was the case in 
'82. This time he was "chasing Jeannie in antelope country in E. Montana". 
Or was it the other way around? Hank advisesl 

"When in danger 
When in doubt 
Throttle (s) open 
Head out" 

He's my kind of antelope chaser! Thanks Hank! 

ED BURKE MUCHO, Inglewood, CA. Burke retired in January 1982 and reports 
that "civilian life is fil1e but the taxes will kill you" •. Funny, I don't 
have that probleml Thanks Burkel 

DAVID M. HARP, Harp Farms, Ashburn, GA. Dave had planned to join us 
last October but drew jury duty instead. Thanks Davidl 

WAYNE R. CHANDLER, Fort Worth, TX. Wayne plans to make the Santonio 
'84 Round-Up "for certain". 

NEIL G. STROUD, North Highlands, CA. Neil reports that after retirement 
in 1972, he is presently working at McClellan AFB, CA. 

ROBBIE KRUGER, Rancho Cordova, CA. Robbie and Fran raise horses I one 
named "Flying Bravely" and one named "Ranch Hand". When not "mucking out 
stalls", Robbie flies with a local flying club ilnd loves the air races. 

GARRETT (GARY) RUNEY, Ensmans, PA. Thanks much for the generous 
contribution Garyl 



Twelve hundredand'fifty-seven (1.2~7).men served proCld1y in one 
of our nation's most unique missions in Vietnam from 1962 until 1971. 

, . 

The destruction of enemy crops placed admitted hardships on his 
logistical system. The removal of' foliage .enhanced.vertical visioiUty 
exposing the enemy to surveillancel the clearing 0:(' lines of communicat10n 
of undesirab,l.e foliage reduced the likelihood of amoushes. thereby reducing 
casualties. to our. own ground forces • 

. By .8111 measures, O'peration Ranch Hand was a significant contribution 
to the U.S. military effort in SEA. In the accomplishment of this mission 
the Ranch Hand air craft received over 7,000 rounds of enemy fire. One 
Ranch Hand A/C, "Patches", was hit over 800 times. She proudly rests in the 
USAF museum at Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio. 

The Ranch Hand organization was decorated with three Presidential Unit 
Citations, 4 USAF Outstanding Unit Awards, and the Vietnamese'Government 
recognized theuni t' s valor on tw,Q, occasions with the Cross of Gallantry 
with palm. 

After that conflict. the "herbicide controversy" demanded our involvement 
again. Our response in support of the country's scientific, community continues 
to reflect the true character of the man. We can all take pride in our 
accomplishments,past and present I we can stand tall. 

For the past seven years I have served proudly as President ot: the 
Ranch Hand Vietnam Association. For personal reasons, 1 find it 'I'lec'essary 
to resign. I do so with regret but with the commitment to support the goals 
o.f the Associa.tion, .past and future. I will continue to work to dillpel the 
ridiculous notion and widely held perception inspired by misin!ormation 
that the mission of Operation Ranch Hand brought harm to ourselves or our 
comrads on the ground. 

I am confident that the Association will continue to receive 'the same 
support from all in the future. 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
'Ft. Walton Beach.FL 32548 
(904)243-5696' 

To the Ranch 

PS. Letters"8hdul;d"CClp.tirtue to be sent to the above address. .1 



OFFICERS 
Presld.nt Jack Spey 
Vice Presld.nt Art McConnell 
SecretlrY John Richmond 
Tru.t" G.n. Rug Mohney 
Tr ... urer Pet. SDlvey 7 September 1984 

Dear Rancheros and Friends I 

DIRECTORS 
Gen. RUII Mohn.y 
Col. Ralph Or .... r 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Charlie Hubbs 

Lt. Col. (Ret) Art McConnell 

Lt. Col. (Ret) Rex Stoner 
Lt. Col. (Ret) Bud Flsh.r 

The 19th Annual Reunion of the World's Greatest Weedkilling 
Airmen will be held in San Antonio, Texas on October 5, 6 and 7. 
Col. Ralph Dresser has bivouacked us at the El Tropicana Hotel on 
Lexington Avenue. For those driving, take 1-35 and exit on Exit 157~j 
then south six blocks to the hotel. Friday night we will be bussed 
to Dr. Lathrop's ranch for a cookout. Saturday night dinner will be 
at the hotel with the latest updates from the sCientific community 
and the U.S. Department of Justice on the legal activity. 

Lets make this year the best yetI Call Ralph now at (512)751-3335 
for reservations and more info. See you on Fridayl 

The Association needs tax deductible contributions to continue. 
We are trying to raise money for the Ranch Hand memorial and we wish 
to make a significant contribution to the expansion program at the 
Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, to include 
restoration of C123 #362 (Patches). Funds are also needed to support 
the annual reunions and the newsletters. Please send your contributions 
tOI 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 

QQD1~ibutQr§-2~~5~mQ~ wil1-Lecei~a Ranch Han~~tchl 

Keep the cards and letters coming in. See you in San Antoniol 

To the Ranch, 

R~och Hand Vietnam Association 
8.50 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

Jack Spey 
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SanA ·0 Light 
THE LARGEST AND BEST DAILY NEWSPAPER IN SOUTH TEXAS 

iI~~~~IIII .. ~;;'-r:::~A'r~~~~"~~~A"N'~~~~1'~'" II f' Dear Rancheros and Friends : 

" 
AGENT ORANGE Vetl!rans of Operation Ranch Hand, 
reSponsible for spraying Agent Or~ in Vietnam. gather at EI Tropicano. 

The Oc t ober 19134 Gathering of 
~a~les i n San Antonjo was an out ­
standing event due i n lar l1e part 
t o t he effor ts of Ra l ph & Dol l y 
Dr ess er and Jr . Ge orge "Di ox i n 
Doc " Lathrop and his wi fe Ernie . 

Friday night d inner was at 
Super Doc's hacienda in Boerne , TX 
with all of us being transported 
there from downtown by bus. Good 
thinking! No DUI's in our crowd! 

The Saturday night dinner 
featured Dr . Bill ;'/olff's review 
of the mortality and morbidity 
base line data as determined by 
the Ranch Hand II Epidemiology 

• The pilots who sprayed Agent Orange 
: and came in contact with it most meet 

Study thus far . (Dr . holff 
has assumed the position as 
Chi ef ~pidemiolo€y , School of 
Aerospace ~:edicine following 
Dr . Lathrop ' s retirement from 
the Ai r Force . 

All those present wish to 
thank Ralph and George for a 
super reunion and for a j.ob 
we 11 done . 

! in S.A. and say no evidence connects 
the chemical with illnesses.fBl 
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Vets reCOllnt 'Agent Orange' days 
By STEPHEN SHARPE 
Staff writer 

The T-shirts rOad "Only we can prevent for­

ests. U "Have you had a shot of dioxin today?'9 and 

"Lord~ let us spray.u 
In unabashed pride, these members of the Ranch 

Hand Vietnam Association enjoy discussing the cir­

cumstances in which they became the most heavily 

exposed of all Vietnam veterans to the toxic and 

controversial' herbicide that bas become popularly 

known as the infamous && Agent Orange." 
And the average veteran of the nine-year Opera­

tion Ranch Hand is healthier, they agree, than the 

average Ameri~an. < 

These were the guys who loaded the defoliant 
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24D-245T onto C-I23 Cllfgo planes and sprayed Viet­

namese jungles and crops in the United States' cam­
paign against communlsm_ 

Operation Ranch Hand began in 1962 with fonr 

of the World War II-era, twln-engine aircraft. By 

the time the Air Force effort finally waS being shut 

down in 1971, 25 aircraft were, spraying Agent 

Orange and 1,278 men had worked on the operation. 

Thirty Ranch Handers have gathered with their 

wives at EI Tn>picano Hotel in San. A1ttonio for the 

associa!lon's 19th annual J'eIIJrioB. Amoag those are 

four former operational commanders. 
Largely dedi<:ated to more "social" ventiu'es, the 

members also want to keep RanchHanders ~ 

of the growing Agent Orange scieutirICreseardL 
As a group, the Ranch Handers stay clear of 

what association President Jack Spey calls the 

"emotional discussion9
' of the Agent Orange contnr 

versy. 
"The position we've taken all along is we stand 

behind the science and facts concerning .the safety of 

the herbicide," Spey, a 46-year-old former Air Force 
pilot, said yeSterday. . 

During their' assignments, Ranch Handers rou­

tinely breathed the futnes and all but walloWed in 

the liquid kerosene-reeking Agent Orange without 

any special protective gear. 
"Our contact with the material was dally," Spey 

said. 
Members of the associatiO!n include pilots, air­

craft mechaPics, navigators and ground personnel _ 
Please turn to HANDERSjIIG 



~~~~_fr~m~~~bo~_~~~~~_!h~~r1~1 

JOSEPH CALHOUN, Austin, TX (66' -67' ) • An address update from Joe. 

HAL UNDERHILL, San Antonio, TX. Hal moved from Seattle and is in 
much better spirits and health in SAT •. 

CHARLES F. WALLACE, Dist. Hts., MD. Charles works for the USPO in 
Bethesda, lllD and loves it. Thanks Charles! 

JOHN R. THOlV'.AS, Tampa, FL. A newly found trooper. 
RICHARD S. BRUCE, Orlando, FL. 

-HOWARD F. BOWLI:':S, Newton, Ct. Howard' s working for a ceramic tile 
company while waiting for Pan Am to unfurlough him. 

DANIEL I. HEJDE, Newcastle, WY. CoL Dan retired in July 83 and 
now manages an oil fie ld service company. The challenge to learn a new 
career has made the time fly. 

WILLIAM BRADFORD, Greenville, SC. Bill's retired and. living in 
Greenville. He enjoys being in touch. 

_ TIM CAFFERTY, Warner Robins, GA. Tim left active duty in 1967 but 
stayed in the Reserves. After a tour with the airlines, he came back on 
active duty with the Reserves in 1980. He just got promoted to L/CoL 
in August. 

EUGENE S. ROBERTS ON, Upper j\IIar lboro, flID. Gene was transferred to 
Andrews in October. 

CECIl, W. JENKINS, Claremont, IL (68'-69'). Cecil works for the 
li.aster-Hales Fence Co, the largest fence wholesaler in the U.S • Thanks Cecil! 

ARlo W. MICHEL, Gatef:vllle,. TX. Arlo works for the State of Texas 
and the A.F. Reserve. 

CHUCK PRICE. Smithville, NJ. Chuck is alive and kicking, '85 Chuckl 

ED KROFT, Lancaster, PAt Ed retired in August 84 and will be Business 
Director, Lancaster County Prison in PAt 

JOHN CARNEY, Falls Church, VA. LTC Carney is lost in the basement 
of the Pentagon but liking it. He provided a list of lost Rancheros. 
Thanks John. 

JAMES SLAY, Camp Springs, MD~ Dick is still in the "money grabbing 
commodi ty-future brokering business" and "loves it". Thanks Dickl-

HOWARD & ELLEN YATES. Orlando, FL. 3 March 84 was a proud day for 
Ellen and Howard - Kyle Garrison was born. All 8pounds and 4 ounces of 
her. Congratulations you three I 

crmrs DOERR, Pendleton, IN. Chris was unable to attend the '84 SAT 
reunion due to the corn crop being due at the same time, but sends hello­
to alL 

JERRY CORNEL!', LakeCi ty, FA.· Jerry and Anne were unable to attend 
the '84 bash in Texas but hope to make it in '85. 

RAUL GAMBOA. Fresno, CA. The Association can always count on RauL 
Thanks Babel 

ANDY KIBODEAUX, laFayette, LA. Oil Patch Andy is still flying in 
LA. Thanks Andyl 



IKE SOWLr,-S, Celerade Springs, CO. Ike, "the old Sarge", is a U.S. 
diver technician at the USAF' Academy. Ike's. jeb includes keeping the 
young cadets in shape and "walking en water", Keep up the geed werk Ikel 

JOHN KOSTYNICK, Levittewn, NY (68'-69'). A hello frem Jehnand 
no. dues Jehn, just contributiens. 

HAROLD SNELL, Millville, NJ, Hareld and Barbara have a new restaurant, 
the Millville Helly House, When in Millville"that's 'the place to. step. 

TOM BOONE, Bleemingten, IN. Cel. Tem retired in '80 and returned to. 
his IN reets. He's currently airpert manager at· the Menree Ceunty Airpert. 
Ceupled with an aviatien consulting business, Te~ stays busy and leves it. 

R. E. (GENE) MARSHALL, Greenville, TX. Gene happily transferred 
frem Texas Instruments to. E. Systems e.ffective Sept. 84. Anether grandchild 
and new jeb precluded his being with us in Oct. 

HERB WOODCOCK. Greenland. NH; Herb's. phetegraphy 
busy at reunien time but '85 may be his year. We hepe 

LES EASTON, Denver., CO. 
ski ceuntry. Ski UTAH Les! 

IJes and Grace are new in 

service keeps him 
so. Herb. 

Oenver enjeying 

J;lOB SHADE, Eag'le, ID. Beb is still werking fer BeiseCascade as 
directer ef Energy & Precurement Services. 

HAROLD BRAMBLE, Ft. Meade, MD. Cel.Ken and Inge are assigned to. 
NSA in Ft. Meade, MD and hepe to. make the '85 reunient Thanks Kenl 

JOHN BARHAUGH, Tokyo, Japan. Jehn (RH' 68-' 69) is currently werking 
fer a British chemical. cempany in Japan, This allews him to. carry en his 
leve affair with the eri,ent which began in Vietnam. This is Jehn's 9th 
year "ever there". We're preud ef yeu Jehn., 

DAVE WILLOUGHJ;lY, Corvallis. OR. There were ,undisclesed reasons why 
Dave was unable to. be in SAT. No. excuse in '85 Dave. 

ROBERT (BOB)TURK, Fairfield. CA, Beb is Chie,f, Wing Centracting Div. 
at Travis. He wanted to. centribute to. the resteratien ef "Patches. 
Thanks Bebl 

HARRY LEMLY, Riverside, CA. Harry is still in the travel business 
and leving it, las t February he a.ntil the Mrs. flew to. 'Heng Keng and sa iled 
en the Gelden Odyssey to. the PI. Indenesia al1d Singapere." (The {1olden ' 
Odyssey is one ef the finest cruise ships aflea t. She passed ,me, one, day 
en a de liveryfrem FL to Hawaii al1d I had a c,har).ce to talk wi th the bridge 
(her captain and I;lrew) and g,~!:lll"our ,?psi tienl) , . 

GENE ROBERTSON,Uppe~ Marlbero, MD. U,6.7-' 68) , . Gene was,unable to 
attend in !84 due to. hie new business.,,:; . . ' 

BURNIE DALLAS. San Bernardino.. CA. Burnie had i,ntended' to. . make the 
reunien this year but get prometed instead. Fer shame Burf:1ie", fq~ shame. 
See you in Oct '85. . ,.~ 

CHARLES (JOE) MEADOW, Weslaco., TX. Jee had planned to. be at tM SAT 
reund-up b,ut flamed eut "collect", Next year Jee - in~lil, 

ROGER MEEKINS, Nantee. NC, Reger sent his best to. all and."$2:5, fer· 
stamps. Thanks Babel 

-" .. 

News Briefs ------
1) Najer General Russell Mehney retired 1 September 1984. 
2) Jack Spey reelected president of the Asseciatien, 



CHARLES W. FISHER, Ft. Walton Beach, FI" Chuck works for E. F. Hutton 
in Pensacola, FI, and sends his best to all. 

ROBERT W. HASSERTT, Burkburnett. TX. Bob was unable to attend in SA'r 
but sent his best to all. 

DAN MEEKS, Columbus, OH. $25 from Dan. Thanks Dan! 

ROLF D. EAGLESON, Sacramento, CA. "I certainly will be there, in 
spiritl ••• my fondest memories are of those 'drunken brawls' we called 
'dining-ins' at Bien Hoa and DaNang." Rolf's note to Charliel "I most 
certainly Q.~!ltap dance on the bar." Thanks for ,the large contribution Rolf. 

L/COL GEORGE "SMU'rTY" ADAMS. Satellite Beach, FL. George has 25i 
years in. a new wife, and by now he's a grandfather. He's trying to find 
a get-rich scheme so he can retire. 

RICHARD P. CHOLOMETES, Anchorage, AK. Pete retired 1 July 8) and sells 
Mazda's in Alaska as well as flying Cessna 172 & 180 around the north country. 
Pete says I "try me - you'll like it!" Thanks Petel 

HANK GOOD, Kalispell, MT. Hank almost made SAT in October but had to 
a ttend his son's "frocking" ceremony after making Chief Petty Officer. Hank 
has been working to get a mall approved for the downtown area. Seeya in 
'85 Hank. 

ROBERT RAND; NEW YORK, NY. Flight engineer '68 - then 2 years with 
"bug duty" at Langley. Bob's currently a IllEirketing rep. for a textile 
company in NY and teaches textile technology. 

CHUCK HILL, Santa Clara, CA. Chuck's working for National Semiconductor 
as a personnel officer and flys with the Reserves with the 710 N~S at Travis. 

COL. JOE DOUGHERTY, Lexington, KY. Joe sends his best to all and hopes 
to make a Round-up soon. 

RICHARD BENNETT, Weston, WV. Richard is still flight engineering a 
C130 around the country from Charleston. He enjoyed the book "Operation 
Ranch Hand" from the Government Printing Office. 

JOHN CHEVALIER, Dayton, OH. John retired,inMay '8a ,and after 12 years 
in the intel business, is working for JAYCQR.John sends his best from OH. 

LOUIS SEMINARE, Alexandria, VA. Louis sends his best to all in '85. 
" ", . 

JOSEPHO'CONNOR, Sacramento, CA. Joe is currently working for Lockhe,ed 
Missile and Space Co. Cin Palo, Alto. Thanks Joel 

.RICHARD WOLF, CharlestonAFB, SC. Richard is back on active duty in 
organizat!onalmaintena\1ceand "its suliriy and warmln SC"'~ 

DUANE "DEWEY" WESTON, Escondido, CA. Change in address a1)4, $25. 
Thanks Deweyl 

JIM GRIFFIN i Bowie, MD (' 66 - '67). Jimhopes tomaitethe",S5 get­
together. When in DC, stop by the U.S. Capi tel; Jim,"slaves, ~hefrt'e''',' 

FRANCIS GRIFFIN, Dublin, OH. No words, but tha~k~, 'Ji1r~hcisY 

~ : t, ,,', 

II 



'rhanks to the following Rancheros who also sent contributions (but no words) I 

RONALD MILES, Friendship. I'll' 
EARL BRIGGS, Pensacola, FL 
R. RIGNEY. Dixon, CA 
LLQYD WES'l~ Almogordo, NM 

oILL SOUTHERLAND. I,oa Osos, CA 
\VILLIAM BRADFORD, Greenville, SC 
RICHARD HAUPT, Alexandria, VA 
COL. CALVIN BASS, Tulsa, OK 
ED BURY, Greenville, SC 
FLOYD HEFFNER, Smyrna, GA 
JOHN C. MARSHALL, l,eavenworth. KS 
RICHARD M. KENNY, Ft. Myers Beach. FL 

Air Force Museum Foundation ---------------

CLARENCE VOGT; Arnold, MO 
CHARLES FAKKEMA, Oak Harbor, WA 
JAN£S O'KELLEY, Fair oaks, CA 
ROBERT J. AS PES I, Rockport, MA 
JAMES B. BIRD, York Harbor, MA 
LEO GAGNON, Phoenix, AZ 
COL. VERGENE W. FORD, Spokane, WA 
COL. '1'. O. WILLIAIVS, San Antonio, TX 
EMMETT R. JOY, McArthur, OH 
GERALD ~ARTIN, Fresno, CA 
}'AUL ANTKOWIAK, Williamsville, NY 
COL. DONALD J. MAXWELL, APO NY 09012 

In November 1984 the Ranch Hand Vietnam Association contributed 
$200.00 to the Air Force , Museum Foundation. The Foundation is soliciting 
tax deductible contribut10ns to fund the expansion of the facility at -
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, to include the restoration of 
2123 #?62, (" ~ tches") and the placing of her in a covered facility. 
;~5.4 mll110n 1S needed. Those wishIng to contribute can send funds 
direct tOI 

Air Force MUseum Foundation, Inc. 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
OH 454J3 

Lets do it! 
!h~_Ranch_tl~n&_II E£id~miQlQ~_~tu~ 

During the 9-year history 'of Operation RanCh Hand, 1.,265 men served 
in a unlque USAF mission in Southeas.t Asia. that by allacc6unts saved 
countless 11 ves and placed untold hards hips on the enemy. The defolia ti.on 
and crop destruction missions conducted by the men of Operation Ranch Hand 
aided immeasurably toward the objectives of our nation in SEA. 

In 1978 a controversy over "Agent Orange" developed as a result of 
our mission and we again were called upon to aid our nation,. this time 
for science. Thus far the Ranch Hand IISt1.ldy 'ShoWS. 1.IS to be ' healthier 
than the average American; and when our current sta1;~ of health is compared 
against the control group,' no unusual deviations are evident. While it is 
true that we have health problems as everyone does, our health is as 
good as those· who had no assocIation with herbicides. 

However, the .scrutiny does not stop. During, 1982, 90% of the veterans 
of Operation Ranch Hand volunteered to join the roundup in Houston for 
round one of the physical examination portion of the Ranch Hand II Study. 
rhase two starts this year. 

We will soon be receiving a letter from General Chessney advising 
each of us as to the time and location of the '85 roundup. 

Each of us is unique. We had the greatest degree and frequenclf of 
contact with herbicides while serving in Vietnam, and because of th1s 
we are of great value to the scientific community as it relates to this 
controversy. 

Each of us is needed and encouraged to saddle. up --.in the same spirit 
that made our unit great in Vietnam. 
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Design and 
Sketch by Leon Furr 

'Phc qanch ;lar.~i r. f: : .... -n· ti-:i} ----------------

The memori.al iE r.urrently untie) ' construction 
under the supcrv; s ion of r:!esif'ller/f, Cu1 ptor' 
Leon ['urr of ;';outh .'atick. :.:A. , and . harf'i nl' 
unfor(~ seen events , wi}] be fini s!Je.!d in mld-slJiilmer 
and in {llar.e at Eurlburt Pip-lrl ' s Air ia!'k to be 
dedica ted in ceremonies dur in!, the 20U. Annua 1. 
Reunion in October . The construct ion no - i n leY'pst 
loan , however , must ~e l'f-lpaid . 

The recent res ponse W'l.S {,rat.ifyin{, ; r.owever , 
we have a ] one. way to £0 . 7 huf-i fa .... we na V~ 
collected ·;;5 , 854 . 00 from the memberG • 

}- lease f3enj t>lX ieduct i: ;' t . rO!lt!'i :)ut i~);ls 
to : Rancr. hand r'~emOl'ia l c'und 

8 50 Tar pan Cr . 
Ft . 'ilalton Beach . r: , ;2 ;;4E 

or: Valp2.r2,isI'l 5ar.k & 1' rw,t :::0 . 
Trust J" partmpnt 
r . C. ;-lox ;20; 
Ft . ',Ialtor. 3each . "'~ J2549 

The 20th Annua 1 Re union of the Ve te ra:1.S (> f G " , a t h t: " \'1[::', ,:1,;" 

will be held in Ft. Walton deach, Florida on 11 . 2 ~ 13 ,c to' ~ r. hII 
hands will be corraled at the Lces ide Tnn on t h p :-:Lam • . ,;cc cif'lcs wil l 
be forthcoming in early sum:ner. S tart ma kinf ;11 ans now! 



With the pos tage increase this February, future news Ie tters and 
notices will be that much more expensive. Stamps alone now cost $240 
for one mailing . 

With this in mind, tax deductible 
needed to keep the Association viable. 
!:.~£~ive~ Ranc!:! HanL@tch. 

Keep the cards and letters coming. 
20th Annual Reunion. 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

contributions are continually 
~Q~1ributQ!:.~[~5 or more will 

See you in October for the 

To the Ranch, 

dent 
nam Association 




