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Dear Veterans, "“Rancheros" and Friends

of the Ranch:

And so it was, "The 1983 CGathering*.

The weekend was highlighted by the address

by General Chessney reviewing the results
of the mortality portion of the Ranch
Hand II Study and thanking all of us for
our enthusiastic participation over the
past 3 years, and emphasizing the need
for our active support in the future.

Those attending the '83 reunion were;

" Lee and Bobbie Harrison
Hal Underhill
Pete and Kathy Splivey
Mike and Jacque Shuppert
Gene and Pat Marshall
Ralph and Dolly Dresser
John Brady and Evelyn
Rick Evans
Johnny and Gloria Hoch
Charlie and Beth Hubbs
Steve and Faye Lowe
Keith and Toni Yale
Pappy and Moe Rotermel
Bill Aldrich
George and Pearl Ketzel
Bob and Linda Cain
Frank and Nancy Wencel
John Richmond
Art Erickson
Earl and Patricia Briggs
William and Carolyn Sears
Paul and Barbie Cecil
Al and Trudy Luigi
Bob Fheiffe
Mike Topolosky
Ed Dabbert
Hal Luke
Ed Ridgeway

. Norman and Coralle Baker
Jack Brennecke
Cecil Marshall
Ed and Loulse McGee
Lee Inman and Maggle
Roger and Elanor Meekins
Richard Wolf
Jim Umstead
Al and Emily Nicolas
Jack and Marilyn Spey

Special Guests were:
General Chessney, AF Dep.
Col. George and Ernie lLathrop

Dr. Bill wolf
David Bailey (press)

Vietnam group toasts
itself — and defoliant

FOR BREAKFAST ANYMORE,"
read another. “DON'T NUKE 'EM;
PUKE 'EM WITH AGENT OR-
ANGE,” was silkscreened on anoth-

By David Balley
stalt Writer

FORT WALTON BEACH ~
“Welcome the Daring Dispensers

of Dandy Defollants,” read ig er shirt, ‘ ,
lights on a marquee at the local  Agent was ong of the de-
Holiday Inn. = . follants that the U.S. government
“A toast to our fallen comrades,” sprayed over Scutheast Asia
Dresser shouted to those at the Vietnam War. It was so nam
the 1983 reunion of the Ranch H becauseltmmelnmnfeharrels.
Vietnam Association. : * Inm all, an estimated 11%, milion

gallons of Agent Orange were
dropped on Vietnam. Defoliants
were used o, elimindte heavy
growth in which the enemy hid and
to encourage civilians to move to
areas controlled by the South Viet-

The comrades were genercusly
toasted by about 70 Ranch Han-
ders, all former members of an Alr
Force unit that sprayed Sou
Asla with, among other things,
Agent Orange, S

©,“To the Ranch" ihe ey’
‘ with
deckainmegd | _lyut . "

In contrast to the comman VMW Lo
T7th sanisl reunian’of he Opeck. o
ann % Hardly. Results of the Alr Force's
tion Ranch Hand ¢crew — it wasaT panch Hand Mortality Study indicate
hard to find someone whe felt thst the post-war death rite of men
proud of what he did in Southeast 1o went to Vietnam a.nd_weremﬁs
posed daily to herbicides, incl
-In fact, it wasn't hard to find (pe deadly dioxin in Agent Orange,
sorngone who felt good about Agent w45 lower than t'ltnt of t]vmewwhne por-
Orange. : t : tnam.
“DRINK AGENT ORANGE: " “ymat we found.: Chesney told cel
‘r.qo'r BEER,” one T-shirt read. eprants at Fort Walton Beach, “wat
AGENT ORANGE IS NOT JUST that you guys who bravely riskes
your lives flying over the jungles ¢
Vietnam had a 40 percent less deat
rate than those of us who stayed ¢
home and didn't fight the war. You'r
doing better thar if you'd stayed her
grew your beard and protested th
war.”

“I have been asied on rmote than
one occasion with what 1 know now
and what we knew then, would 1 sanc
tion the Ranch Hand mission today’
And my answer has been an un
hesitated yes. And medically speak
ing, I've yet to see proof that we'v:
killed anyone.” -

The study’s second half will not b
ready untll February, Chesney sai(
It will dea! with morbidity — what, i
any, ills attended the Ranch Hander:
constant exposure to herbicides.

various {lls — from skin rashes
‘motional disturbances to birth de-

in their children — to exposure
herbicides sprayed in Southeast

3

Surgeon General
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" Confronted with an Air Force study
rowing that Agent Orange had not pro-
aced any of the horrible ailments it was
1pposed to have caused in Vietnam veter-
18, Big Media Inst week tried desperately’
- bury or play down the good riews. The:
ir Force study was based on com-

from which théy could attack our forces.

The *‘Ranch Handers® expetienced heavy .. |

“&xposute to the.chemical, frequently com-
ing back from their flights soaked to the

thing. .. = -

After charges that Agent Orange wa -

reponsible for cancer, birth defects, nerve .

disorders and a multitude of other physical
"ailments were given extensive media pub-

licity despite the absence of scientific evi-

dence to support the charges, the Air Force -
commidsioned- a thorough study of the
Ranch ‘Handers, the ‘men who had'ex-

. perienced the most exposure to it. Overa
tousand of them were compared with a -

control -group of men.of comparable age

. Maj, Gen. Murphey A. Chesney unveils
' new study finding media reports on

who had -not..been .exposed.40 Agent
Orange. = I
" The dtudy fouitd that there was #b evi-
dence that any of the Ranch Handers had

- ever suffered from chloracne, the skinrash -

that ix ‘known to.be caused by dioxin
~ieaming Rinxin iy the toxic ingredient
Continued from Page 1 . ‘
. ally, it was a contaminant of the défoliant
" _and was present in minute quantities. The
. fact that the Ranch Handers had not ex-
..erienced chloracne could be taken as evi-

. dence that they had not suffered from di---

oxin'poisoning,
" -The study also found that none of the

Ranch Handers had two other serious ail- .

ments that somhe studies have indicated

might be caused by dioxin. Thesc are soft -
-tissue sarcomna, a rare form of cancer, and
. porphyria cutanea tarda, a ﬂm; liver dis-_
mer . ’ . ' !

* There were no health problems found fi ™

_the Ranch Hand group that were traceable

to exposure to Agent Orange ot dioxin. 3
Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney, the deputy -

surgeon general of the Air Force, said,
“The Ranch Handers in this study and in
_the mortality study are, again, more
"healthy, we think, thari the American pop-
. ulation that stayed at home and did not go

. to Vietnam and fight. And that’s reassur-
-ing. The Ranch Handefs are not dying ofT

“like flies."" The mortality study referred to

‘was released in June 1983, It showed that
the death rate for the Ranch Hand group

was no higher than the rate for the control-

up. The new. study showed that thé
Igl':nci;l Handers were just as healthy as the
control group. .

There were minor differénces between
the two groups. More of the Ranch Hand-
ers had experienced benign skin cancers.
They tended to report having experienced
more symptoms of liver trouble, and they
had lower pulse rates in the lower limbs.

skin. They wore no special protective clo- -
G L SR -

prehensive investigation of the health of
the men who had participated in the spray-
ing of Agent Orange, a-defoliant, on the

jungles of Vietnam from 1961:to 1972.
: This was called “*Operation Ranch
'Hand,"” .and it was carried out to deny to

the Vietcong hiding ‘places in the jungle

Agent Orange without foundation, .

of Agent Orange that is supposed to have
caused that multiplicity of ailments. Actu-

. Coutinued on Page 3

On the other hand, they tended to have
lower cholesterol levels than did the con-
trol group, which recent studies suggest
gives them a better chance of avoiding
heart attacks.

‘The reasons for these minor differences
.are not known. They may be related to
differences in life styles between the two

- groups. For example, skin cancer among
‘white males is primarily caused by expo-
sure to sunlight, and it is possible that more
Ranch Handers than members of the con-
trol group have been exposed to the sun for

~longer periods of time. It was found that

‘the Ranch Handers had a significantly
higher consumption of tobacco and alco-

hol than the control group, and this can be

‘expected to have a negative cffect on their

heat
th veterans have been frightened

by reports that Agent Orange may have
affected their reproductive powers or have
had a negative effect upon their offspring.
The study found that the Ranch Handers

[ 3 ' N TORON

did not differ from the control group in’

fertility, and there were no significant dif-
ferences in terms of miscarriages, still-
births, or induced "abortions. No differ-
‘ences were observed for prematurity,

- Jearning disability, infant deaths or severe

or moderate birth defects, i.¢., birthmarks
and skin blemishes, according to parental
reports. According to parental reports,
more offspring of the Ranch Handers had
died within 29 days of birth than had off-
spring of the control group. The Air Force
intends to try to verify this information.by
examination of the death centificates.

"Washington ixaminer*
2 March 1984

The good news that the ailments that are
supposed to be linked to dioxin .were not

found among the Ranch Handers was

ignored by most medin ropewss. It was not
inentioned on any of the three network

Rews programs.’ It was not reported by The

Washington Post or by UPI,

Instead, the emphasis of most of the
news stories was on the minor differences

found between the Ranch Handers and the
control group. For example, Dan Rather

on the CBS Evening News said: **The Air
Force reported the results today of what's
called the most exhaustive study yet of

Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide

Agent Orange. Among the findings: high- -
er skin cancer rates and other problems .

detected in the vets and their children.

Vietmam veteran whose family and friendé
contended that his cancer had been caused

. by Agent Orange. CBS provided its view-

ers with not a single one of the positiveé
findings of the study, although it did quote

Maj. Gen. Chesney's statement that. the
- findings were reassuring. - - wt
That followed the pattern set by The

Washington Post, which reported only on
the minot ailments not linked to Agent
Orage, such as skin cancer, that were
found to be more prevalent among the
Ranch Handers. U

‘The media also tended to cite the retcs
tions of two members of Congress who
have never let scientific evidence in-
fluence their conviction that Vietnam vet-
erans were severely injured by contact

_says, the results are reassuring.'’ :Rather

However, on the whole, the Air Force

then reported on the death of a 36-year old -

Published by ACCURACY IN MEDIA, INC.
. 1275 K Street, N.W.,, Suite 1150

with Agent Orange. Both were profoundly
~disappointed by the Air Force study and
were sure that it was wiong. "

- Washington, D.C. 20005 e Telephone: 202-371-6710

The only ailment that it is known to
cause in man for certain is a skin rash called chloracne.
None of the Ranch Handers had any medical history of
having suffered from chloracne, and biopsies indicated
that none had. Nor was a single soft-tissue sarcoma
found in this group. A Swedish study had suggested
that exposure to dioxin might resuit in an increase in

this rare form of cancer. Nor were there any cases of the .

rare liver ailment, porphyria cutanea tarda, which may
also be linked to'dioxin poisoning.

ABC Takes the Same Tack
‘ vMony'e Negativism from NBC ,

Newspapers Almost as Bad
The coverage of the Ranch Hand report exposed the way

in which the liberal bias of reporters and editors affects

the coverage of even non-political stories. The headline
. in The Washington Inquirer read: “Agent ‘Orange
Exonerated,” and the story emphasized that no cases of
chloracne, soft-tissue sarcoma or porphyria cutanea
tarda had been found in the Ranch Hand group and that
in terms of serious ailments the health of the group

- 1 compared favorably with that of the control group. That

" ‘was the important and reassuring conclusion of the Air ..
.- Force report. ‘ L ' ,

-

‘SOUR REACTION TO

When the Air Force released a study on February 24
showing that the herbicide. Agent Orange, had not
wrecked the health of the Vietnam veterans who had

experienced the greatest exposure to it. Big-Media were

not eager to trumpet that: good news throughout the
land. Indeed. depending on what newspaper you read or
what television program you watched. vou might have
come away with the impression that the comprehensive
investigation of the health of the veterans of Operation
Ranch Hand. the men who sprayed Agent Orange in
Vietnam during the 1962-71 period. had indicted rather
than exonerated the defoliant. =~ *

“Instead of telling the reasaons’why the Air Force found
the lindings reassuring, CBS immediately turned to ihe
case of a Vietnam veteran who had recently died of
cancer al age 36. [t showed his. family and friends

_expressing the view that his cancer had been caused by
Agent Orange. CBS News did not -report that the Air
Force study had found no evidence of any link betwcen
malignancies and Agent Orange exposure. Instead it
sought to perpetuate the notion that there is such a link

by airing opinions lacking any scientific foundation.

The CBS News report on the Air Force study on the
health of the Ranch Handers did not give asingle one of
the positive findings of thestudy. The most important of
these were that among the 1,045 veterans of Operation
Ranch Hand ‘who-had been given intensive physical
examinations - there was not’ a- single case of three
ailments that are either known or suspected of being
linked to dioxin poisoning. Dioxin is the toxin which is
supposed to have caused all those ailments. It is a
contaminant which was found in Agent Orange in
minute quantities.

.

IN THIS ISSUE WE COVER TWO STOR
mishandled by the media.
the days when the communis
discontinuing its use as a

to the Vietcong, and they wanted it stopped for t

GOOD NEWS Refﬂ lrvipff @itw
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What stands out in the newspaper reporfing of this story

is the nearly universal emphasis on the minor

anomalies—the excess of skin cancer, minor birth -
defects, reports of earlier symptoms of liver trouble and
weak pulse in the lower legs—among the Ranch
Handers. This was emphasized at the expense of the
wonderful news that the ailments that would have been
suggestive of dioxin 'poisoning were absent. This is
typical of the way the media have been treating Agent
Orange for years. It is little wonder that one of the

differences noted between&g}hmlﬁ%m;md the
control group is that the former tended to perceive of

emselves as being in poor health more olien than did
members of the control group. The negative attitude of
the media seems to have taken im
M
N\ et
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{

,Bzﬂnavld Bailey .
Writer ‘ ;

FORT WALTON'BEACH — “Viet.cnam was ’iﬂ
un| war,” Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney to
ﬂ\gs?ugsembled for the 17th annual Operation
Ranch Hand reunion. “And now that the war is
over, we're still fighting battles” ' -

! battle still being fought in and out of the
cgn'; centers on whether Agent Orange left indel-

 tble scars on those who fought in Vietnam. Agent

e is one of ‘the defoliants the United ‘States
used to eliminate ground cover in Vietnam.

-+ (Chesney, the Air Force doctor in charge of what
. is| probably the most extensive study to date on

Agent Orange's effects on humans, came to the
Ranch Handers’ reunion to deliver some good
. :Members of the Air Force mission that sprayed
tohs of Agent Orange on Vietnam’s jungles are not,

at! present, dying because of it.

1“There is no indication that Operation Ranch

“ Hand personnel have experienced any' increased

rtality or any unusual patterns of death in time

‘ or' by cause,” said the study, which was released in

July. “They are not dying in increased numbers, at

lier ages or by unexpected causes.” ~
*"For every Ranch Hander who filled out a ques-
‘tionaire, the Air Force found five people who were
not exposed to Agent Orange to compare his an-
swers against.

For every Ranch lHand‘er who underwent a
215-day physical examination at Kelsey Seyboki
Clinic in Houston, Texas, two volunteers were

_ 'found to take the examination for com, n

- “Each one of these Ranch Hands around
here today has eight comparison individuals who

-,.are comparable in age, race and job,” said Col

George D. Lathrop, one of the study’s authors.
“They are their clones, if you will

The response of Ranch Handers was surprising,
Chesney said. Ninety-seven percent of them filled
out questionnaires. And 87 percent agreed to under-
g0 physical examinations, which involved traveling
to Texas.

“We did everything we could think of because
someday, someone’s going to go back and say, ‘Why
didn’t you do that?’

“We drew up a scientific road map on how we
wanted to do the study. And then we had it re-
viewed by the University of Texas School of Public
Health, the Air Force’s Scientific Advisory Boa{r&
the Air Force’s Epidemiologic Board and by
National Academy of Science,” Lathrop said. !

The second part of the Air Force review, called
the morbidity study, will try to determine if Ranch
Handers contracted any diseases related to their
exposure to Agent Orange. ‘

' “Ourbottomnnels,weneedtodoaprope'rstudy
because if there are attributable heaith defects, the

By cﬁe:d g'r.uén.z

] Ranch Handers need to know,”

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S CUFF
AIM Report

Lathrop said.
“These people are among the bravest of the brave
and deserve compensation. The fHp side is, if there
is nothing, theydeservethepeaceofmindthatgoes
with that knowledge.” ,

defoliant in Vietnam.

March-B 1984

IES DEALING WITH SCIENTIFIC MATTERS THAT HAVE BEEN
The effort to make Agent Orange into a villain goes back to
ts mounted a propaganda campaign to vressure the U. S. into
It was effective in denying cover
hat reason.



" Confromted with ah Air Force study
owing that Agent Orange had not pro-
aced any of the horrible ailments it was
ipposed to have caused in Vietnam veter-
18, Big Media last wiek tried desperately
- bury or play down the good niews. The
ir Force study was based on com-

from which they could attack our forces.
The *'Ranch Handers'' expeticnced heavy
Exposute to the chemical, frequently com-
ing back from their flights soaked to the

skin. They wore no special protective clo- -

thing. .
After charges that Agent Orange was -
reponsible for cancer, birth defects, nerve
disorders and a multitude of other physical
" ailmenth were given extensive media pub-
licity despite the absence of scientific evi-

dence to support the charges, the Air Force -

commissioned a thorough study of the .
Ranch ‘Handers, the men who had ex-

. perienced the most exposure to it, Over a
Ciousend of them were compared with a
control -.group of men of comparable age
who had not .heen exposed to Agent
Orange. .

The dtudy fouitd that there was o evi-
dence that any of the Ranch Handers had
evet suffared from chlotacne, the skin rash
that is ‘known to be caused by dioxin
~daamine THnain iy (he toxic tngredient

Continued from Page 1 : .
ally, it was a contaminant of the defoliant
and was present in minute quantities. The
fact that the Ranch Handers had not ex-
perienced chloracne could be taken as evi-
dence that they had not suffered from di-
oxin poisoning.

The study also found that none of the

Ranch Handers had two other serious ail- -

ments thet some studies have indicated
might be caused by dioxin, These are soft

tissue satcom, a rare form of cancer, and
porphytia cutanea tards, a tare. liver dis-

order.

There were no health problems found 1~

the Ranch Hand group that were traceable

to exposure 0 Agent Orange ot dioxin.

Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney, the deputy
surgeon general of the Alr Force, said,
““The Ranch Handers in this stody and in
the mortality study are, again, more
healthy, we think, thati the American pop-
ulation that stayed at home and did not go
~ to Vietnam and fight. And that’s reassur-
ing. The Ranch Handéts are not dying off

like flies.”” The mortality study referred o

was released in June 1983, It showed that
the death rate for the Ranch Hand group
was no higher than the rate for the control
group. The new study showed that the
Ranch Handers were just as healthy as the
control group.

Thete were minor differénces between
the two groups. More of the Ranch Hamd-
ers had experienced benign skin cancers.
They tended to report having experienced
more symptoms of liver trouble, and they
had lower pulse rates in the Jower limbs.

prehensive investigation of the health of
the men who had participated in the spray-
ing of Agent Orange, a defoliant, on the
jungles of Vietnam from 1961 to 1972
This wad called ''Operation Ranch
Hand,* and it was carried out to deny o

the Vietcong hiding places in the jungle

Maj. Gen. Murphey A, Chesney unveils
new study finding media reports on
Agent Orange without foundation,

of Agent Orsage that is supposed to have
caused that muitiplicity of ailments. Actu-

. Continwed on Page 3

On the other hand, they tended to have
lower cholesterol levels than did the con-
trol group, which recent studies suggest
gives them a better chance of avoiding
heart attacks.

The reasons for these minor differences
are not known. They may be related to
differences in life styles between the two
groups. For example, skin cancer among
‘white males is primarily caused by expo-
sure to sunlight, and it is possible that more
Ranch Handers than members of the con-
trol group have been exposed to the sun for
“longer periods of time. it was found that
the Ranch Handers had a significantly
higher consumption of tobacco and alco-
hot than the control group, and this can be
expected to have a negative effect on their

hea
\}hm veterans have been frightened

by reports that Agent Orange may have
affected their reproductive powers or have
hed a negative effect upon their offspring.
The study found that the Ranch Handers

At R

did not differ from the control group in’

fertility, and there were no significant dif-
ferences in terms of miscarriages, still-
births, or induced abortions. No differ-
ences were observed for prematurity,
learning disability, infant deaths or severe
or moderate birth defects, i.e., birthmarks
and skin biemishes, according to parental
reports. According to parental reports,
more offspring of the Ranch Handers had
died within 29 days of birth than had off-
spring of the control group. The Air Force
intends to try to verify this information by
examination of the death certificates.

"Washington Examiner"
2 March 1984

The good news that the ailments thatare  Vietmam vetera
supposed to be linked to dioxin were not  contended that
found among the Ranch Handers was by Agent Oran

_ignored by most medin rwpeute. [t was ot ers with not a
mentioned on ahy of the three metwork  findings of the s
news programs. It was not reported by The  Maj. Gen. Che
Washington Post or by UPL, findings were r

Instead, the emphasis of mvst of the That followe
news stories was on the minor differences  Washington Po
found between the Ranch Handers and the  the minor ailm
control group. For example, Dan Rather  Orahge, such s
on the CBS Eveninig News said: *‘The Air © found to be m
Force reported the results today of what’s  Ranch Handers
called the most exhaustive study yet of  The media al
Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide  tioms of two m
Agent Orange. Among the findings: high-  have never let
er skin cancer rates and other problems  fluence their vos
detected in the vets and their children. erans were sev
However, on the whole, the Air Force with Agent Oran
says, the results are reassuring.”” Rather disappointed by
then repotted on the death of a 36-year old - were sure that i
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SOUR REACT

When the Air Farce released a study on ?el)ruaq
showing that the herbicide, Agent Orange, had
wrecked the health of the Vietnam veterans who
experienced the greatest exposure to it, Big Media w
not eager to trumpet that goad news throughout
land. Indeed. depending on what newspaper you rea
what television program you watched, vou might h
come away with the impression that the comprehen:
investigation of the health of the veterans of Opera
Ranch Hand, the men who sprayed Agent Orang
Vietnam cluring the 1962-71 period. had indicted ral
than exonerated the defoliant.

Instead of telling the reasons why the Air Foree fou
the findings reassuring, CBS immediately turned o
case of a Vietnam veleran who had recently died
cancer al age 36. [t showed his family and frier
_expressing the view that his cancer had been caused
Agent Orange. CBS News did not report that the .
Force study had found no evidence of any link betw
malignancies and Agent Qrange exposure. Insteac
soughl lo perpetuate the nation that there is such a li
by airing opinions lacking any scientific foundati
The CBS News report on the Air Force study on
health of the Ranch Handers did not give a single one
the positive findings of the study. The most importan
these were that among the 1,045 velerans of Operat
Ranch Hand who had been given intensive physi
examinations there was not a single case of th
ailments that are either known or suspected of be
linked to dioxin poisoning. Dioxin is the toxin whicl
supposed to have caused all those ailments. It is
contaminant which was found in Agent Orange
minute quantities.



whose family and friends
is cancer had been caused
. CBS provided its view-
ingle one of the positivé
dy, slthough it did quate
ney's Statement thet the
assuring.

the pattern set by The
, which reported only on
nis not linked to Agem
skin cancer, that were
prevalent among the

D tended to cite the rebes
bers of Congress who
scientific evidence in-
iction that Vietnam vet-
ly injured by contact
e. Both were profoundiy
Air Force study and
'was wrong.

p: 202-371-6710

March-B 1984 o

The only ailment that it is known to
cause in man for certain is a skin rash called chloracne.
None of the Ranch Handers had any medical history of
having suffered fram chleracne, and biopsies indicated
that none had. Nor was a single saft-tissue sarcoma
found in this group. A Swedish study had suggested
that exposure to dioxia might result in an increase in
this rare form of cancer. Nor were there any cases of the
rare liver ailment, porphyria cutanea tarda, which may
also be linked to dioxin poisoning.

ABC Takes the Same Tack
More Negativism from NBC

Newspapers Almost as Bad

The coverage of the Ranch Hand report exposed the way
in which the liberal bias of reporters and editors affects
the coverage of even non-political stories. The headline
in The Washington Inquirer read: “Agent Orange
Exonerated,” and the story emphasized that no cases of

chloracne, soft-tissue sarcoma or porphyria cutanea .

tarda had been found in the Ranch Hand group and that
in terms of serious ailments the health of the group
compared favorably with that of the control group. That

was the important and reassuring conclusion of the Air
Force report.

e T

ON TO GOOP NEWS Reed Irvine, Editor

Whal stands out in the newspaper reporting of this story

23 October 1983

B'i‘ba\ml Balley
S Writer
{FORT WALTON BEACH — “Vietnam was an
ular war,” Maj. Gen. Murphy Chesney told
assembled for the 17th annual Operation
Rinch Hand reunion, “And now that the war Is
over, we're still fighting battles.”
me battle still being fought in and out of the
ﬁ centers on whether Agent Orange left indel-
scars on those who fought in Vietnam, Agent
Otange is one of the defoliants the United States
1o eliminate ground cover in Vietnam,
hesney, the Air Force doctor in charge of what
is|probahly the most extensive study to date on
ent Orange's effects on humansg, came to the
ﬁ{nch Handers’ reunion to deliver some good

!uémbem of the Alr Force mission that sprayed
tohs of Agent Orange on Vietnam's jungles are not,
at! present, dying because of it.

“There Is no indication that ration Ranch
Hind personnel have experienced any increased
riality or any unusual patterns of death in time

or by cause,” said the study, which was reieased in
July. “They are not dying in inereased numbers, at

lier ages or by unexpected causes” .

For every Ranch Hander who fllled out a ques-
tionaire, the Air Force found five people who were
not exposed to Agent Orange to compare his an-
swers against. . :

For every Ranch Hander who underwent ﬂ
2l4-day physical examination at Kelsey Seyho
Clinic in Houston, Texas, iwo volunteers were
found to take the examination for com 0.

“Each one of these Ranch Hands w. around
here today has eight comparison individuals who

- are comparable in age, race and job,” said Col.

George D. Lathrop, one of the study's authors.
“They are their clones, if you will

24 ) : h h The response of Ranch Handers was :
ot is the nearly universal emphasis on the minor _ Chesney said. Ninety-seven percent of them fiiled
ad anomalies—the excess of skin cancer, minor birth out questionnaires. And 87 percent agreed to under-
e defects, reports of earlier symptoms of liver trouble and go physical examinations, which involved traveling
he weak pulse in the lower legs—among the Ranch to Texas.
or Handers. This was emphasized at the expense of the “We did everything we could think of because
ve wonderful news that the ailments that would have been _m‘iday’ sgnmt?ial:??’s going to go back and say, ‘Why
. suggestive of dioxin poisoning were absent. This is dn’t you " ‘
ve typical of the way the media have been treating Agent We drew up a scientific road map on how we
on , 8 wanted to do the study. And then we had it re-
in Orange for years. It is little wonder that one of the viewed b t.heUn.lverslt)yL of Texas School of Public
er dilfferences noted hetweenwba%wmd the Health, g‘e Alr Force's Scientific Advisory
control group is that the former tended ta perceive of the Alr Force's Epidemiologic Board and by
emselves as being in poor health more often than did National Academy of Science,” Lathrop said.

i members of the control group. The negative attitude of “The second part of the Air Force review,
he the media seems to have taken its (oIl psycho ogically sn the morbidity study, will try to determine if Ranch
of IS group— e e~ Handers contracted any diseases related to thetr
Is N e e:'l‘msm 1o Agent Orange. .
" Ourbottomunels.weneedtodoaproper' study
Y because If there are attributable heaith defects, the
: : *] Ranch Handers need to know,” Lathrop said.
! FROM THE EDITOR’S CUFF | and dostrvs compontatis. e s i L ave

. T and deserve compensation. The fHp side is, if there
k ‘ {Q %O ES ; P i:d &omtg, kl:eylgﬁzervethepeace of mind that goes
n. . owledge.”

</ Eze wine .

he BE® e J AIM Report
of f© - '
of
n March-B 1984
al .
ee IN THIS ISSUE WE COVER TWO STORIES DEALING WITH SCIENTIFIC MATTERS THAT HAVE BEEN
g mishandled by the media. The effort to make Agent Orange into a villain goesa back to

the days when the communists mounted a propaganda campaign to vressure the U, S. into
a

discontinuing its use as a defoliant in Vietnam, It was effective in denying cover

to the Vietcong, and they wanted it stopped for that reason.




Design and
Sketch by Leon Furr

This memorial will cost approximately
$16,500, 1t is -truly a work of art. The
- honor roll will be engraved on its face.
When completed, the memorial will be
placed in the Hurlburt Field Air Park near the
Cl23 dedicated in 1981, We hope to dedicate this
memorial in Qctober 1985 during the Twentieth Ranch
Hand Reunion. We have $4,156.00 in the memorial
trust fund with a pledge of $10,000 to allow early
construction. Please send tax deductable contri-
butions to:

Ranch Hand Memorial Fund
850 Tarpon Dr. -
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548

or directto:

‘Valparaiso Bank and Trust Co.
Trust Department

P. 0. Box 3203 ‘

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32549

RANCH _HAND_HONOR ROLL

Capt. Robert D. Larson
Capt. Fergus C. Groves II
S/Segt. Milo B, Coghill
Capt. Roy R. Kubley

Maj. Lloyd F. walker

Capt. Harvey Mulhouser
Capt. Howard L. Borden
A/1C Ronald K. Miyazaki
Capt. Thomas E,., Davie
1t./Col. Everett E. Foster
Maj. Allan J. Sterns

Maj. Donald T. Stienbrunner
S/Segt. Irwin G. Weyandt
Sgt. Lee Tan Bo, VNAF

Capt. William B. Mahone
Capt. Virgil K. Kelly, Jr.
T/Sgt. Jocklin M, Boatwright
T/Sgt. Harold C. Cook
Lt./Col. Emmett RUCKer' Jre
Maj. James L. Shanks

Sgt. Herbert E. Schmidt
1/Lt. Charles M. Deas

1/Lt. Richard W. O'Keefe
Lt./Col. Daniel H. Tate
M/Set. Donald L. Dunn
T/Sgt. Clyde W. Hanson



BURNIE DALIAS, San Bernardino, CA (RH 69-70). Burnie's the Assocliation's

PR man in San Bernardino. Thanks Burnie! And yes, I used to do it with my
toe! (Oops... Burnlie, please send us your new address again!)

ART MCCONNELL, San Juan Capistrano, CA. They say the swallows over-fly
Capastrano any time Art misses a Ranch Hand reunion, Well California,: they
are apt to be late. After 6 years in a row, Art no-showed, but with a :
legitimate excuse. We missed you Art but San Antone will be a shorter drive.

Thanks-for”contributions go out to the following:

"HOWARD SHIVERS, Lindenwold, NJ
FLOYD HEFFNER, Smyrna, GA
CARL MARSHALL, Carrollton, MS

Letters received after 1 February will appear in the mid-summer newsletter.

. TP APl S et sy

For the past 7 years, the State of Florida has played host to the annual
gathering of the World‘s Greatest Aerial Denuders. Recently, however, we
were informed that the Governor's Environmental Task Force suspects that the
*Dioxin" level in FWB is due primarily to our annual gathering. Wwhile unswayed
by volumes of Scientific data, the Association bowed to the Governor.

The 1984 Ranch Hand Reunion will be held in San Antonio. TX, October 5,
6, and 7. Col. Ralph Dresser will be in charge. Hotel accommodations will be
at the newly remodeled El Tropicano, 110 Lexington, San Antonio, TX 78205 (on
the river). (Call Col. Dresser at (512)751-~3335 for your reservation; or
Joan Thrayer, Convention Coordinator, at (512)223-9461. October is the busiest
month in a convention-minded ecity like San Antone, so plan ahead and call early
to ensure reservations. Planned activities will be outlined in the mid-summer
newsletter. Plan for October now!

Money for General Fund

The Association currently has $813 in the general fund. This newsletter
will cost $450 to print and mail. Your contributions have insured the
existence of our Association for the past eighteen years. That support is
still needed. Please make your tax deductable contributions tos

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Dr.
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 325#8

Thanks guys!

ATTENTION ALL HANDS:

OQur Unit Historian recently earned his Doctorate.‘ L/Col; Psul Cecil,
Doctor of Philosophy. Congratulations Paul! '



News from Cowboys Around the World

R. E. (DICK) THORNDIKE. Portland, OR reports that the "fish are still
biting"! Thanks for the correction and contribution Dick,

B, F. ELIOT, Scottsdale, AZ. Brad's out of the AF now and selling
low and buying high for Merrill Lynch.

LLOYD & MELISSA WEST are in Alamogordo, NM where Lloyd's the Test
Team Director for the AMRAAM. That's Pentagonese.for the meanest air-to-air
missile in the world. Glive 'em hell Lloyd and the Association thanks you
for your generosity.

KEN LETT, Arlington. X (RH 66-67)., While visiting a former RH member
in washington, D.C, (Robert Porter), Ken learned of the Association. You're
on the list Ken!

MAJOR JOE WOLZYN, Mt. Holly, NJ (RH 70-71). Joe's a CS5A Flight Examiner
at McGuire, keeping MAC aircrew honest. Thats heavy business! Thanks Joe!

R. (BOB) SHADE, Eagle, ID. Bob is paid by Boise Cascade, Through
Bob's efforts, Boise Cascade has developed the ultimate in defoliation...
the chain saw! The Round -Up will be "out West" in '84 Bob.

LT. PAUL PARHAM, Jacksonville, ARK. Paul is back in the AF as a
Missile Launch Officer after 4 years out. Thanks Paull

FRANCIS E. (GRIFF) GRIFFIN, Dublin. .OH (RH 68- 69). Griff just moved
to Dublin and all is well,

LT. COL. JOHN CARNEY, Falls Church, VA. 'John is "holed up in the
bagement of the Pentagon®, gasping for fresh air!

DONAID W. RAYMENT, Charleston, W.VA. Don hung it up in October after
28 years, and heads a law firm (70 lawyers) in Charleston-as Director of
Administration. Short retirement I'd say!

JAMES ROSE, Seaboard, NC. Jim reports all is well and hopes to join a
round~-up soon. Thanks Jim! o ‘ _

CHARLES (JOE) MEADOW Weslaco. Tx. Joe's absence at the '83 Round-Up
was noted at the time by Jack Brennecke, Mike Topolosky, John Brady, and
Ed Ridgeway at 0230 hrs. And thats early! -The penality for absence was
an extremely early "crew call" and collect at that! . Thanks Joe! _

COL. JOHN PARISH, Niceville, FL. Niceville - thats only 7 miles away!
No show! Boooo...! Thanks for the stamp money sir!

COL., T.. O, WILLIAMS. "T. O." is still in Khartoum skirting sandstorms
in his Cl2. "Chad vs. Kadafe" has kept: him hopping lately. Francis and T.0.
gend their best to all. ' '

LT. COL. GEORGE T. ADAMS, Satellite Beach.sFL. “Smutty George“ tied
the knot with Jane Landers Splres«on‘0ctober-?; 1983, We all wish them well.

BILL NOLAN, Colorado Springs, CO (RH 69-70/Line Chief). Bill retired in
April '73 and found golfing is good on the greens at the AF Academy, and more

recently at "Pete Field". Anyone needing help with their approach shots, help
is available from Bill.




WALLY KNIGHT, Green Bay, WI. Wwally was a hit at the '82 Round-Up but
was unable to make the '83. However, he did not forget the stamp money.
Thanks Wally!

BENJAMIN R. KING, Orlando, FL. Ben and Margaret were unable to attend
this year due to conflicting commitments as a Shriner, but hope to make it
to Sag A?tonio in '84, (FYI: Ben was Crew Chief on .Cl23 #373 to Vietnam
in 1961.

VITO LONGQ, Falls Church, VA. While Vito longs to be present at a
Round~Up, other commitments seem to conflict year after year. However, his
support to the Association far exceeds everything. Thank you sir!

JAMES P. (GEECH) HAMILTON, Leesv1lle. SC. Geech flies for the President’'s
office, U. of SC, pushing Beachcraft E~90 s, He loves 1t! See ya in
San Antone Geech° :

OSCAR W. AGRE, JR., Union, KY. Bill is Director of Pilot Recruiting
and Selection for a regional air carrier in Cineinnati. Anyone wanting a
flying Jjob, dial Bill., The password is "Ranch Hand".

ANDRUS KIRBODEAUX, Iafayett, LA. Andy is going to make it one year.
Thanks Andy! _

RICHARD M. KENNY, Ft. Myers Beach, FL. Dick contributed greatly to the
fund. Thanks much Dick!

HENRY (HANK) R. GOOD, Kalispell, MT'. Hank missed the Round-Up last
October, but not because he was "marauding in Mongolia", as was the case in
*82, This time he was "chasing Jeannie in antelope country in E. Montana".
Or was 1t the other way around? Hank advises:

"When in danger
When in doubt
Throttle (s) open
Head out"

He's my kind of antelope chaser! Thanks Hank!

ED BURKE MUCHO, Inglewood, CA. Burke retired in January 1982 and reports'
that "civilian life is fine but the taxes will kill you". Funny, I don't
have that problem! Thanks Burke! '

DAVID M, HARP. Harp Farms, Ashburn, GA. Dave had planned to joiﬁ us
last October but drew jury duty instead. Thanks David!

WAYNE R. CHANDIER, Fort Worth, TX. Wayne plans to make the Santonio
*84 Round-Up "for certain”. _

NEIL G. STROUD, North Highlands, CA. Nell reports that after retirement
in 1972, he is presently working at MeClellan AFB, CA.

ROBBIE KRUGER; Rancho Cordova, CA. Robble and Fran raise horses: one

named "Flyi Bravely" and one named "Ranch Hand". When not "mucking out
stalls™, Robbie flies with a local flying club and loves the air races.

GARRETT (GARY) RUNEY, Ensmans. PA. Thanks much for the generous
contribution Gary! : . _




Twe lve hundredfgnd'fiftyrséven'(1.2&7);men served proudly in one .
of our nation's most unique migsions in Vietnam‘from 1962'unf¥1 1971.
. The destruction of enemy crops placed aqmlifpd”hardShips on his
logistical system. The removal of‘foliage.enhanded,yerticalwvisibility ‘
exposing the enemy to surveillance; the clearing of lines of communication

- of undesirable foliage reduced the likelihood of ambushes, thereby reducing
casualties to our own ground forces., : B S o _

- By .all measures, Operation Ranch Hand was a significant contribution
‘to the U.8, military effort in SEA. In the accompl shment of this mission
‘the Ranch Hand air craft received over 7,000 rounds of enemy fire. One
Ranch Hand A/C, "Patches", was hlt over 800 times. She proudly rests in the
USAF museum at Wright Patterson AFB,.Ohio, o

The Ranch Hand organization was decorated with three Presidential Unit

. Citations, 4 USAF Outstanding Unit Awards,. and the Vietnamese Government

recognized the unit's valor on twe occasions with the Cross of Gallantry
with Palm. ' L = - ST

After that'conflict. the "herbicide controversy" demandediour involvement

' again, Our response in support of ‘the country's sclentific. community continues

. to reflect the tfue character of the man. We can all take pride in our
© accomplishmerits, past and present; we can stand tall.

For the past seven years I have served proudly as. President of the
Ranch Hand Vietnam Asgoclation. For personal reasons; I find ‘it necessary
to resign., I do so with regret but with the commitment to support the goals
of the Association, past and future. I will continue to work to dispel the
ridiculous notlion and widely held perception inspired by misinformation
that the mission of Operation Ranch Hand brought harm to ourselves or our
‘comrads on the ground. . _ : : -

_ I am confldent that the Aséociation will continue to receive the same
support from all in the future. - : T

To the Raneh = '

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Drive -

Ft. walton Beach, FL 32548
(904)243-5696"

PS4 . Letterﬂﬁﬂﬁqﬁﬁgg?gytlnue to be sent to the above address..



OFFICERS DIRECTORS

President Jack Spey Gan, Russ Mohnaey

Vice President Art McConnall . E:I.CR:I?:;!;':::"h Hubbs
. Col,

Secratary John Richmond b o (Ret) Art MeConnell

Traasurer Pete Spivey ) Col. (Ret) Rax Stoner

Treasurer Pete Spivey 7 Se p-te mber 19 84 Lt. Caol. (

Lt, Col. {Ret) Bud Fisher

FINAL NOTICE

ot e S — i

Dear Rancheros and Friends:

The 19th Annual Reunion of the World's Greatest Weedkilling
Airmen will be held in San Antonio, Texas on October 5, & and 7.
Col. Ralph Dresser has bivouacked us at the E1 Tropicana Hotel on
Lexington Avenue. For those driving, take I~35 and exit on Exit 15Z/i
then south six blocks to the hotel. Friday night we will be bussed
to Dr. lathrop's ranch for a cookout. Saturday night dinner will be
at the hotel with the latest updates from the scientific community
and the U.S. Department of Justice on the legal activity.

lets make this year the best yet! Call Ralph now at (512)751-3335%
for reservations and more info. See you on Friday!

The Association needs tax deductible contributions to continue.
We are trying to raise money for the Ranch Hand memorial and we wish
to make a significant contribution to the expansion program at the
Alr Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, to include
restoration of C123 #362 (Patches). Funds are also needed to support
the annual reunions and the newsletters. Please send your contributions
to1

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Dr.
Ft. Walton Beach, FIL 32548

Contributors of $25 or more will receive a Ranch Hand patch!

Keep the cards and letters coming in. See you in San Antoniol

To the Ranch,

Jack Spey Ljé
ggecgaggg% %etnam Association

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
(904 }243~-5696
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Vets recount ‘Agent Orange’ days

By STEPHEN SHARPE
Staff writer ’

The T-shirts read “Cnly we can prevent for-
ests,” “Have you had a shot of dioxin today?” and
“Lord, let us spray.” :

In unabashed pride, these members of the Ranch
Hand Vietnam Association enjoy discussing the cir-
cumstances in which they became the most heavily

" exposed of all Vietnam veterans to the toxic and

controversial herbicide that has become. popularly
known as the infamous *“Agent Orange.”

And the average veteran of the nine-year Opera-
tion Ranch Hand is healthier, they agree, than the
average American. -

These were the guys who loaded the defoliant

24D-245T onto C-123 cargo planes and sprayed Viet-
namese jungles and crops in the United States’ cam-
paign against-communism. .
Operation Ranch Hand began in 1962 with four
of the World War Il.era, twin-engine aircraft. By
the time the Air Force effort finally was being shut

down in 1971, 25 aircraft were, spraying Agent’

Orange and 1,278 men had worked on the operation.

Thirty Ranch Handers have gathered with their
uﬁvesatElepieano}!oteiinSan_Amnioiorthe
association’s 19th annual reunion. Among those are
four former operational commanders.

Largely dedicated to more “social” ventures, the
members also want to keep Ranch Handers abreast
of the growing Agent Orange scientific research.

As a group, the Ranch Handers stay clear of

B is “ughast atthe eimotionsiisns and aalsl
toa"” thar b wisied public oplioo.

toat

what association President Jack Spey calls the
“emotional discussion™ of the Agent Orange contro-
versy.

“The position we've taken all along is we stand
behind the science and facts concerning the safety of
the herbicide,” Spey, a 46-year-old former Air Force
pilot, said yesterday. o

During their assignments, Ranch Handers rou.
tinely breathed the fumes and all but wallowed in
the liquid kerosene-recking Agent Orange without
any special protective gear. -
saiduom- conmtact with the material was daily,” Spey
Members of the assoctation inchmde pilots, air-
craft mechanics, navigators and ground personnel —

Please turn to HANDERS/B86




News from Cowboys Around the World:

JOSEPH CALHOUN, Augtin, TX (66' 67'). An address update from Joe.

HAL UNDERHILL, San Antonio, TX. Hal moved from Seattle and is in
much better spirits and health in SAT.. ‘

CHARLES F. WALLACE, Dist Hts., MD. Charles works for the U%PO in
Bethesda, MD and loves it. Thanks Charles'

JOHN. R. THOMAS, Tampa, FL. A newly found trooper.
RICHARD S. BRUCE, Orlando, FL. ’

HOWARD F. BOWLES, Newton, Ct. Howard's working for a ceramic tile
company while waiting for Pan Am to unfurlough him. -

DANIEL I. HEJDE, Newcastle, WY. Col. Dan retired .in July 83 and
now manages an oil fleld service company. The challénge to learn a new
career has made the time fly. S

WILLIAM BRADFORD, Greenville. SC. Blll's retired and living in
Greenville., He enjoys being in touch. ' '

: TIM CAFFERTY, Warner Robins, GA. Tim left active duty in 1967 but.
stayed in the Reserves. After a tour with the airlines, he came back on’
?ctive duty with the Reserves in 1980. He just got promoted to L/Col.

n August.

EUGLNE S+ ROBERTSON, Upper Marlboro. MDD, Gene was transferred to
Andrews 'in October. :

CECIL W. JENKINS, Clarenont, IL (68'-69" ) Cecil works for the
Kaster-Hales Fence Co, the largest fence wholesaler in the U.S. Thanks Cecil!

ARLO W. MICHEL, Gatesville, TX. Arlo works for the State of Texas
and the A.F. Reserve. - _ .

CHUCK PRICE, Smithville, NJ. Chuck is alive and kicking, '85 Chuck!

ED KROFT, lancaster, PA, Ed retired in August 84 and will be Business
Director, Iancaster County FPrison in PA.

. JOHN CARNEY, Falls Church, VA. LTC Carney is lost in the basement
of the Pentagon but liking it. He: provided a list of lost Rancheros.
Thanks John.

JAMES SIAY, Camp Springs, MD, Dick is still in the ”money grabbing
commodityufuture brokering business” and "loves it". Thanks Dick!" :

HOWARD & ELLEN YATES, Orlando, FL. 3 March 84 was a proud day for
Ellen and Howard - Kyle Garrlson was born. All 8pounds and: 4 .ounces of:
her. Congratulations you three! o B

CHRIS DOERR, Fendleton, IN. Chris was unable to.attend the '84% SAT
reunion due to the corn crop belng due at the same time, but sends hello .-
to all. ,

JERRY CORNELL, Dake City. PA. Jerry and Anne were unable to attend
the '84 bash in Texas but hope to make it in '85. _ o

‘RAUL GAMBOA, Fresno, CA. The Association can always ‘count.. on Raul. .
Thanks Babe!

ANDY KIBODEAUX, laFayette, LA, O0il Patch Andy is still flying in
LA. Thanks Andy! o e




IKE SOWLES, Colorado Springs, CO. Ike, “"the old Sarge", is a U.S.
diver technician at the USAF Academy. Ike'’s job includes keeplng the
young cadets in shape and "walking on water". Keep up the good work Tke!

JOHN KOSTYNICK, Levittown, NY (68'-69'). A hello from John and
no dues John, just contributions. : g '

HAROLD SNELYL, Millville, NJ. Harold and Barbara'have a new restaurant, .
the Millville Holly House. When in Millville,..that's the place to stop.

TOM BOONE, Bloomington, IN. Col. Tom retired in '80 and returned to
his IN roots. He's currently airport manager at the Monroe County Alrport.
Coupled with an aviation consulting business, Tom stays busy and loves it.

R. E. (GENE) MARSHALL, Greenville, TX. Gene happily transferred
from Texas Instruments to E. Systems effective Sept. 84. Another grandchild
and new job precluded his being with us in Oct. '

HERB WOODCOCK, Greenland, NH. .Herb's photography service keeps him
busy at reurion time but '85 may be his year. We hope so Herb.

LES EASTON, Denver, CO. .lLes and Grace are now in Denver eﬁjoying
skl country. Ski UTAH Les! ' ' A -

‘BOB SHADE, Eagle, ID. Bob is still working for Boise“Cascade.as
director of Energy & Procurement Services. ' _

. HAROID BRAMBLE, Ft. Meade, MD. Col..Ken and-Ihgé are assigned.to
NSA in Ft. Meade, MD and hope to make the *85 reunion., Thanks Ken! . -

JOHN BARHAUGH, Tokyo, Japan. . John (RH *68-169) is currently working
for a British chemical company in Japan. This allows him to carry on his
love affair with the orient which began in Vietnam This is John's.9th
year "over there". We're proud of you John. - J .

DAVE WILLOUGHBY, Corvallis, OR. There were undisclosed reasons why
Dave was unable to be in SAT. No excuse in *85 Dave.. . .. -

ROBERT (BOB)TURK, Fairfield, CA. Bob is Ch%qf._Wihg Contracting Div.
at Travis. He wanted to contribute to the restoration of "Patches.,
Thanks Bob! ' o R e L L .

HARRY LEMLY, Riverside, CA. Harry is still in the travel business
and loving it.' last February he and the Mrs. flew to:Hong Kong and sailed
on the Golden Odyssey to the PI, Indonesia and Singapores (The Golden -
Odyssey is one of the finest cruise ships afloat. She passed.me:one day
on a delivery from FL to Hawali and I had a chance to talk with the bridge
(her captain and crew) and gonfirm our pesitiont) . - | ’

GENE ROBERTSON, Upper Marlhoro, MD, ('67-'68).. Gene was unable to
attend in '84 due to his new buginess. . .. . .. . S

BURNIE DALIAS, San Bernardino, CA. Burnie had intended:to-make the.
reunion this: year but got -promoted instead. For shame_Bung;gm for shame.
See you in Oct '85. ; T

CHARLES (JOE) MEADOW, Weslaco, TX. Joe had plammed to be at the SAT
round-up but flamed. out "collect”. Next year qu‘-_in_EWB,__. . :

+

i

ROGER MEEKINS, Manteo, NC. Roger gent his best t@3a11-andé$259fdrfs
stamps. Thanks Babel : o e _ . L :

News Briefs | o o o e

1) Major General Russell Mohney retired 1 September 1984,
2) Jack Spey reelected president of the Association.



CHARLES W. FISHER, Ft. Walton Beach, FL. Chuck works for E. F. Hutton
in Pensacola, FL and sends his best to all. : !

ROBERT W. HASSERTT, Burkburnett., TX. Bob was unable to attend in SAT
but sent hls best to all. : , '

DAN MEEKS, Columbus, OH. $25 from Dan. Thanks Dan!

ROLF D. EAGLESON, Sacramento, CA. "I certainly will be there in
spirit: s+.my fondest memories are of those ‘'drunken brawls' we called
‘dining~ins' at Bien Hoa and DaNang." Rolf's note to Charlie: "I most
certainly can tap dance on the bar." Thanks for the large contribution Rolf.

: L/COL GEORGE “SMUTTY" ADAMS, Satellite Beach, FL. George has 25%
years in, a new wife, and by now he's a grandfather., He's trying to find
a get-rich scheme so he can retire.

RICHARD P. CHOLOMETES, Anchorage, AK. Pete retired 1 July 83 and sells
Mazda's in Alaska as well as flying Cessna 172 & 180 around the north country.
Pete says: "try.me - you'll like it!" Thanks Pete! . '

HANK GOOD, Kalispell, MT. Hank almost made SAT in chober-but had to
attend his son's "frocking" ceremony after making Chief Petty Officer. Hank
hgs been working to get a mall approved for the downtown area. See. ya in
' 5 Hank- . . ’

 ROBERT RAND, NEW YORK, NY. Flight engineer ‘68 - then 2 years with
"bug duty” at Langley. Bob's currently a marketing rep. for a textile
company In NY and teaches textile technology. ,

CHUCK HILL, Santa Clara, CA. Chuck's working for National Semiconductor
as a personnel officer and flys with the Reserves with the 710 MAS at Travis.

COL. JOE DOUGHERTY, lexington, KY. Joe sends his best to all and hopes
to make a Round-up soon. A . . S

RICHARD BENNETT, Weston, WV, Richard is gtill flight engineering a
Cl30 around the country from Charleston. He enjoyed the book "Operation
Ranch Hand" from the Government Printing Office. . : Sk

~ JOHN CHEVALIER, Dayton, OH. John retired in May '83 and after 12 years
in the intel business, is working for JAYCOR., John sendg his best from OH.

LOUIS SEMINARE, Alexandria, VA. Louis sends his best to all in ‘85,

JOSEPH .0'CONNOR, Sacramento, CA. Joe is.currently working for Lockheed
Missile and Space Co+ in Pale Alto. Thanks Joe! : -

_RICHARD WOLF, Charleston AFB, SC. Richard is back on active duty in
organizationgl‘mafnténan¢e_and""itg suﬁﬁy-anq @arm'1n SC"HaﬂQ R

DUANE "DEWEY" WESTON, Escondido, CA. -Change in address and $25.
Thanks Dewey! '

'JIN. GRIFFIN, Bowie, MD (*66 - *67). Jim hopes to 'make the *85 get-
together. When in DC, stop by the U.S. Capitel. Jim “slaves therbe".

FRANCIS GRIFFIN, Dublin, OH. No words, but thanks Prancis). ==~




Thanks to the following Rancheros who also sent contributions (but no words):

RONALD MILES, Friendship. NY
EARL BRICGS, Pensacola, FL

R. RIGNEY. Dixon, CA

LLQYD WEST, Almogordo, NN

BILL SOUTHERLAND, Loa Osos, CA
WILLIAM BRADFORD, Greenville, SC
RICHARD HAUPT, Alexandria, VA :
COL. CALVIN BASS, Tulsa, 0K

ED BURY, Greenville, SC

FLOYD HEFFNER, Smyrna, CA

JOHN C., MARSHALL, leavenworth, K
RICHARD M. KENNY, ‘Ft. Myers Beach, FL

Air_ Forece_ Museum Foundation

CLARENCE VOGT, Arnold, MO

CHARLES FAKKEMA, Oak Harbor, WA
JAMES O'KELLEY, Fair Oaks, CA
ROBERT 'J. ASPESI, Rockport, VA

JAMES B. BIRD, York Harbor, MA

1EQ GAGNON, Fhoenix, AZ .

COL. VERGENE W. FORD, Spokane, WA
COL., T, O. WILLIAMS, San Antonio, TX
EMMETT R. JOY, McArthur, OH :
GERALD MARTIN, Fresno, CA

PAUL ANTKOWIAK, Williamsville, NY
COL, DONALD J. MAXWELL, APQO NY 06012

In November 1984 the Ranch Hand Vietnam Association contributed

$200.00 to the Air Force Museum Foundation.

The Foundation is soliciting

tax deductible contributions to fund the expansion of the facility at

Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio,
€123 #362 ("Patches") and the placing

$5.4 million is needed.
direct to:

to include the restoration of
of her in a covered facility.
Those wishing to contribute can send funds

" Air Force Museum Foundation, Inc.
Wright Patterson Air Force Base

bl

OH 45433

lets do it! | . |
The Ranch Hand II #pidemioloey Study

During the 9—year;historyéqf Operdtipn"Ranh;Hand;'1,265.m9n‘served
in a unique USAF mission in Southedst Asia, that by all accounts saved

countless lives and placed untold hardships on the enemy.

The defoliation

-and crop destruction missions conducted by the men:of Operation Ranch Hand
aided immeasurably toward the objectives of our-nation in SEA. -

In 1978 a controversy over "Agent'ofangé":dGVeloped as a result of
our mission and we again were called upon to aid our nation, this time

for sclence.

Thus far the Ranch'Hand IT-Study shows, us ‘to be-healthier -

than the average American; and when our current state of health. is compared

against the control group, no unusual deviations are evident,

While it is

true that we have health problems as every one does, our health is as
good as those who had no association with herbicides. '

However, the scrutiny does not stop. During 1982, 90% of the veterans
of Operation Ranch Hand volunteered to join the roundup in Houston for
round one of the physical examinatiqn portion of thg Ranch Hand IT Study.

Fhase two starte thig year.

We will soon be receiving a letter from Ceneral Chessney advising
each of us as to the time and location of the '85 roundup.

Each of us is unique.

We had the greatest degree and frequency of

contact with herbicides while serving in Vietn@m, and because of this
we are of great value to the scientific community as it relates to this

controversy.

Each of us is needed and encouraged to saddle up =--.in the same spirit

that made our unit great in Vietnam.












