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Just before press time the Association learned that a significant 
number of Ranch Hand veterans had received a letter from the Massachusetts 
"Agent Orange" Program requesting Ranch Hand participation in a Fat 
Biopsy Study being conducted at the Massachusetts General Hospital. 

As a result of consultation the Association learned that the 
principal investigator had been criticized for the methodology of the 
investigation,and the previous conclusions expressed by the same authors, 
in testimony given to the Veterans Administration Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Hazards on November 17, 1986. After careful review, this 
study does not appear to be good science, i.e.1 employing good scientific 
principles, techniques and the fair objective analysis of data. 

The Ranch Hand Vietnam Association does not endorse this study 
and was not a party to the Massachusetts "Agent Orange" Program receiving 
our addresses. 

This program does not have the support of the United States Air Force. 

The letter and entire subject should be viewed with certain 
skepticism • 

.B!IDch.l!!ill!LM2J;:tali tL Upda te I 

The followinr is an excerpt from an Air Force news release dated 
10 February 19871 

"The U.S. Air Force today released the fourth mortality report of 
its Ranch Hand (Agent Orange) study. This report is a part of a 20-year 
epidemiological investigation to determine whether there are possible 
adverse health effects from herbicide exposure to Air Force members 
who conducted aerial spraying missions in Southeast Asia (Operation 
Ranch Hand). 

"This fourth mortality analysis, like the preceding three, re leased 
in 198), 1984 and 1985 respectively, has not demonstrated any health 
effects which can be conclusively attributed to herbicide or dioxin 
exposure. 

"The small number of deaths since the last analysis (4 Ranch Hand 
and 27 comparison) suggests that the findings of the last report are 
still validl there are no overall statistically significant mortality 
differences between the Ranch Handers and their matched comparisons. 
These data will be subjected to extensive statistical analysis in the 
next report, planned for later this year. 

"Mortali ty surveillance will continue since the study groups are 
still relatively young and healthy. While SUfficient time may have 
elapsed for some clinically significant conditions to occur, additional 
time is necessary for other conditions to develop which may possibly 
be attributable to herbicide exposure." 
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J.~z.J1!nch Ha~n..li~lth Study I .•. 

Within the next 4 t~ 6 w$eks each ot us will reci ve a." package" 
outlining our third physical exam in the· Ranch Hand II Study at Scripps 
Institute in LaJolla, Calitornia. 

The Association cannot emphasize enough the importance of our 
continued participation in this epidemiology study. 

Scientifically the Ranch Hand Study results are extremely important 
to everyone. They represent a careful study of the men known to have 
been exposed to "Agent Orange" and other herbicides. l"or this reason, 
and others, we are and will remain unique to science. 

The Ranch Hand II Study is the 2n!Y-~~ that examines current 
and continuing health status and current and past mortality. That is 
the bottom line in the "Agent Orange" controversy. 

Please "Saddle Up" I. See you again in LaJolla. 

21st Annual Reunionl ---- --
The 1985 and 1986 reunions were highlighted by the dedication ot the 

Ranch Hand Memorial and seeing it completed atter the eagle was received 
and mounted on the granite. 
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Many new faces were in attendance during the past two years. The 
following is the combined attendance for the two reunionsl 

Bill Aldrich 
Dick & Linda Alexander 
Chuck Avery 
Ed Blaufuss 
Paul & Sharon Badders 
John & Betty Brady 
Jack Brennecke 
Earle & Kate Briggs 
Norm & Coralie Baker 
Paul cecil 
Willie Clark 
Bryce & Carol Connor 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Crutz 
Ed & Jeannie Dabbert 
Col. Bud & Doris Day 
Ralph & Dolly Dresser 
Col. Glenn Davis 
Ted & Sue Encke 
Rick & Cherie Evans 
Rolf Eagleson 
Ed & Ann Fitzpatrick 
Jaok Gilohrist 
Jack & Bobbie Gentry 
Lee & Bobbie Harrison 
Johnny & Gloria Hoch 
Charlie & Beth Hubbs 
Cal Jeftries 
Doug & Gaile Jones 
George & Pearl Ketzeli 
Cary Lahmon 
Dr. George & Ernie Lathrop 
Bob & Gloria Leon 
Steve & Faye Lowe 
Al & Trudy Luigi 

USAFRES Crew I 
Bob Bien 
Terry Biery 
paul Sargent 

~~!!!Q.d.!Uedic!1!2!LQ!.t2.!!!Q.~_~~~!! I 

Hal Luke 
Clem Lockamy 
Art McConnell 
Carl & Sandy Marshall 
Ed & Louise McGee 
Roger lIIee,kins 
Paul Mitchell 
lIIick Miltolasy 
Gen. Russ & Billie Mohney 
Frank & Dot Moore 
Burke Mucho 
Ed Murro 
Al & Emily Nicolas 
Rod Nestor 
Jean "Super Nurse" Perkins 
Diok Peshltin 
Clyde & Tru Pioht 
Sidney & Bevery Rust 
Pappy & Moe Rothermel 
John & Lois Riohmond 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rhodes 
Milte Shuppert 
Jack & Marilyn Spey 
Pete & Kathy Spivey 
John Shipe 
General Sloan (DEP/SG) 
James Stillwell 
Dave & Margaret Stockton 
Alan & Dorothy Tremaine 
Jim Umstead 
Franlt & Nanoy Wencel 
Gary White 
Richard Wolt 
Dr. Bill Wolfe 
Keith & Toni Yale 
Jlllarv Zepf 

The mission of Operation Ranch Hand was to spray agricultural 
herbicides alo~~ lines of communications in an effort to deny enemy 
cover, and also to remove foilage from enemy sate-haven areas to make it 
easier tor our fighting men. In addition, the unit was involved in the 
destruction ot enemy orops, thereby plaoing additional burden on the 
enemy's logistical system. 

Operation Ranoh Hand reoeived 5 OUA. trom the United States A.ir Foroe, 
in addition to J Presidential Unit citations. The Vietnamese Government 
honored the unit with the award of 2 Vietnam Cross ot Gallantry with Pala. 

1,265 men served in this unit, and the mission was not withowt risk. 
The unit's airoratt reoeived over 7,000 rounds of enemy grownd tire 
during its history. 

Dwring combat, a speoial bond is oreated between men. Nowhere was 
this bond stronger than in our organization. This bond remains today. 
The loss ot these men in the detense of freedom only strengthens and 
perpetuates that bond. They are honored elsewhere and remembered elsewhere, 
but more importantly we honor them here today. 

Their saorifioe was inspirational to us then, and it is inspirational 
to us now. 

To our Comradsl 

The dedication was attended by General Sloan, Deputy Air Force Surgeon 
and Col. Butler, Hurlburt Field wing Commander. 
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The "Book of the Month". --------- -
Q.IOl£lli, MiIDit ORA.N@" by Michael Gough, pub. Plenum Press, N.Y. 

Dr. Gough is currently Director of the Risk Science Institute in 
Washington, D.C. Previously he was Director of Special Projects in the 
Division of Health and Life Sciences at the Congressional Office of 
Technology. With a PHD in biology he teaches microbiology at Baylor 
and State University of New York. He has published more than 20 scientific 
papers and has been awarded two Fulbright Lectureships. 

For a long time facts ~ §.tl!!l!a concerning the "Agent Orange It 
controversy needed to be toId~ Dr. Gough's excellent book does the 
job. A "Well Done Award" to Dr. Gough. 

M:;:.e~m:::.o;:r:.;i::.;a""l::....::F,",u::;:n~L§: Genera 1 P~. 

The memorial fund has a balance of $6,400, leaving $3,600 needed 
to repay the construction loan. The pace of contributions has exceeded 
expectations but we still have a way to go. Please make checks payable 
to the Ranch Hand Memorial Fund. 

The general fund has a balance of $800 before the expense of this 
newsletter. To help our recordkeeping, please send two checks when 
contributing to both memorial and general fund. Thanks to all of you 
for your contributions 1 

K!.~i.2!l...128ZI 
The 22nd Annual Reunion of the World's Greatest Heribicide warriors 

will be held in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida on October 9, 10 and 11. 1987. 
Gen. Russell Mohney (904-678-7815) will be the "producer" this year. 
Details will be provided in future newsletters. Make plans nowl ~"" 
2.a....J.2 & 111 

We look forward to seeing our comrads in LaJolla starting in May 
and in Pt. Walton Beach in October. 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Pt. WI!,.lton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

To the Ranch, 



.. 

OFFICERS 
President Jack Spay 
Vice President Art McConnell 
Secretary John Richmond 
Treasurer Earle Briggs 
Historian Paul Cecil 

Dear Rancheros. 

14 August 1987 

DIRECTORS 
Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Russ Mohney, Chairman 
Col. (Ret.) Ralph Dresser 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Charlie Hubbs 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Art McConnell 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Rex Stoner 
Lt. Col. (Ret.) Pete Spivey 
T5gl. (Ret.) Keith Yale 
SMSgt. (Ret.) Pappy Rothermel 
MSgt. (Ret.) Lee Harrison 
MSgt. (Ret.) AI Nicolas 
Mike Shuppert 

This newsletter is dedicated to the memory of Lt. Col. Harold (Hal) 
W. Underhill. Hal died on 4 June 1987 in San Antonio, Texas at the age 
ot 69. He was buried at Pt. Sam Houston National eemetary with full 
military honors. Col. Ralph Dresser and Bill Knothe attended for the 
Ranch. Hal was a hellvua guyl 

SEUNION 1987 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Pt. Walton Beach the 9th, 
10th and 11th ot October tor the annual Ranch Hand Reunion. We are still 
in the planning stage, so we don't have a complete program of events yet, 
but here is what we are l~oking at and the approximate costs. 

This year we will be staying at the Ramada Inn. Fifty courtyard . 
rooms have been reserved, $401dbl. occupancy. These rates are in effect 
the 8th thru the 12th in case you sign in early or want to delay your 
departure. The Saturday evening dinner will be held in the Ambassador 
Room at the Ramada Inn and the cost is $17.50 per person. 

We are looking at a couple ot options tor Priday evening. A catered 
BBQ on the Ramada grounds (a great picnic. area next to the beach) -
approximate price of $1).50 per person, or a luau, approximately $18.50 
per person. 

Colonel Al Young will be the guest speaker Saturday evening. Col. 
Young comes to us well recommended and has an impressive background in 
his knowledge of dioxin. He is currently preparing a paper for the 
President ot the United States on the entire dioxin question. 

We are still lining up daytime activities. Some ot you have expressed 
an interest in Gulf fishing. It we can get 10 or 12 people to sign up, 
the cost is $27 each tor a halt day, everything included. A good deal 
at today's prices. If we have more than 12, we will lineup another boat, 
Qut need to know inj!dvance. 

Please mail a postcard letting me know. 

1. If you plan to attend and how many in your party. 
2. Your arrival and departure dates at the Ramada Inn. 
). It you want to go Gulf fishing/how many. 
4. Whether you prefer a BBQ or a luau. 
5. And anything else you might think ofl 

Send your postcard to. 

Russell E. Mohney 
11) Dolphin Pt. Rd. 
Niceville, PL )2518 

or Call, (904)678-7815 



~ENERAL l'UNDI 

It is un"omfortable to discuss this subject., .but it is necessary. 
!lQne;y1 The Pebruary newsletter cost $1+78 t9 produce and mail. The 
Association ~s receivEld Bino.e then $210 in contributions to. the General 
l'und. Today, be·fore thE/printing and mailing of this news letter. the 
Association has $575.97 in the bank. The General Pund needs~. All 
contributions small or large are needed and much appreciated. 

!lEl,lORIAkl11.ml1 

.. 

The Association still owes $3,187.00 to repay the $10,000.00 no-interest 
construction loan for the Ranch Hand memorial completed two years ago • 

.!!iUGS • _STEINS ,-_ETC I 

Pete Spivey is able to obtain line guali~ mugs and steins with the 
Ranch Hand insignia and your name on them. He will be taking orders at 
the reunion or by mail or telephone. Por more information, write Pete at 
252~ Jennifer Terrace, Palm Harbor, lL 33563, Telel (813)784-9681. 

~QQKS...ABOU'.LQPERATION RANCH HA@I 

Q~~~ion_H!n£h-H~n~=~...Ai~torce_an~~~bic!£~~-1nJ[Qutheast 
!§1~L-!22!-19711 by William A. Buckingham, Jr. lor sale by the 
superintendent of Documents, U.S. GOTernment Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402. 

Herbicidal Warfare - The Ranch Hand Project in Vietnaml by Paul!'. 
C'ecIII""Ffaeger Pu6Irshers;,~-prmAve., -,;y-;-N! 10175. (Paul 
is our historian.) 

DiQxin. Agen:L~~n&L=-U\L~ctsl by Dr. lIlichael Goughl Plenum 
Press, 233 Spring St., NY, NY 10013. (Excellent and a must reading.) 

RANQli fihND VIDEO I 

Por those of you who missed out on getting a copy of the Tideo tape 
"Ranch Hand Training and Combat Spray Missions in Vietnam". you are in 
luck. They are still available. This is an excellent video tape and 
some of the best film seen of actual combat spray missions. Don't miss 
out I The Memorial Fund has received OTer $235 on the sale of these 
tapes so far. If you want a copy. send $39.95 tOI Bob Cruts, P. O. Box 
954. Shalimar. l"L 32579 (904-651-5277). and specify VMS or Beta foremat. 

!!:!!t!Ln!Q1L.QOWBOY5 ARQUND m.J!Q!W;l1 

~!ll....Knothe. ~n-Antont2.a._UI Bill had known Hal Underhill for 
30 years. They servedln V etnam together and both retired to SAT. 
Thanks Billl ~uel?ul! Man ZephJ...1~L-HII llfe'll see Marv in FWB in 
October. l2.aV~.l:12.tow!.c.!l!!!!: ..... ~ti!:nh-H~lll Dave and family transferred 
to the HawaITANG to escape the cold winters in New Hampshire. (Dave. 
sorry but I couldn't find help on awards here. Check JoIickham personnel.) 
!!t!:u...A~nbr!t~a..lf!tw LQndQ!h...!II- RH~§,::.:.22. !LQ!.n...!l.Q.hn~.I.~tihl. 
Scott APBL-IL. Gen. Stihl is Al"CC7CC at Scott. Good workerI'I . 
VIrSp ~ru:;:-2~Q~L-i!L- RIL.:.22.::..:.2QI Virgil is retired. !tin!Ql:~. 
!!art n moved from JacksonTHle, AR to Columbia. »ill. I!!!&e TopOIOS)t.y1S now 
lIVing in Bradenton. n. !illiam.2!.U!t!:sonl.Amtl~.J!l. No words. 
QalTi!L~s§.. Tul~~1 Donation. no words. D~~!!.!!!!<.hI' l!i~oak:§.J...Q!. 
Denis retIred In Dec. '78 and teaches Physics In colleges n and around 
Sacramento. His students 10Te Ranch Hand "War Stories". ~~_We§.1, 
Alamog,Qt.~J. !'IMa Always helptul with stamp money. 'l'hanks Lloyd I !ier~ 
!22~Q£!. gre~l!~ HKI Herb is in the photography business in Greenland. 
II.!~..Q.a,gn!!!lL-Pho~~1 Thanks Leol ~QUba, Tacoma. WAI 'rhanks Bobl 
t!m.J!.alfertl1s now 1n St. Charles, MO. Charles walla2L-!1lhesapeake~!tl!. 
!¥jQ,1 New address tor Chuck. MaL Steven !nL&MD Vern-!lIl1u:. - both rn­
Knobnoster. MO. (And all this time I thought Knobnoster was an abberationl) 
~~n T!!M. SlG/ml Ken is still living and working in Dresdener. W. Germany. 
Thanks Ken tor the great contribution. ROD!l:g KemptetL-Mel22y£B!~' 
Richa~~..!!~....:c.t...l:t:..l'l.tet.s Beach. PLI No words. IIL...Q.!!leraLU ud u§..A. 
IBudL!!.:!ia.......In~mPkQl.l:er ot :\ihe A!". Bolling APB L .J2Q1 Rumor has t that 
Gen. watts wfIl soon be Commander of NAC. ~inwood Wright. Change of addressl 
Old - Rome, NIl New - Omaha, NE. Ed Gormlel.~~r~e A'~-l!1 " ••• ,inally, 
I'd like to say my year in the "Ranch" was my prou est in my 21 Air Porce 
years". (Well said Edl A feeling shared by mal.'lY.) KltlllLMpDonald. 
~~ansboro. NOI Keith plans to be here in October. 
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Last Flight 
oftheC-123 by Maj. Tony Epifano 

Washington, D.C. 

An 18-ton piece of Air Force history 
look up permanent residence in the 
Arizona desert this summer. 

The last C-123 transport, aircraft No. 
54547. was retired to the Aerospace 
Maintenance and Regeneration Center 
at Davis-Monthan AFB. 

It was the last of the Providers that 
Fairchild Airplane Co. built in Hagers­
town, Md., beginning in the mid-1950s. 

Aircraft 54547 took 30 years of hard 
flights, rough landings, shon airfields 
and long hours to reach the airplane ver­
sion of a "rest home." The Air Force 
stores old warbirds in the ideal climate 
of the Arizona desert for possible future 
use, sale or scavenged parts. 

"I'll miss it," said Maj. Gen. Sloan R. 
Gill, chief of Air Force Reserve. He flew 
54547 to Davis-Monthan. "She was a 
do-it-yourself airplane: no autopilot~ 
creaky, old piston engines; and unpres­
surized interior." 

All but four C-123s, all in the 
Reserve, were retired in 1982. But 
54547 and her sisters had continued fly­
ing because of their mission. They were 
configured for aerial spray missions, 
redesignated UC-123K's, and flown by 
the Reserve's 907th Tactical Airlift 
Group, Rickenbacker ANGB, Ohio, the 
only unit capable of this operation. 

The Fairchild-built C-123 originated 
from the Chase Aircraft XCG-20 cargo 
glider of 1949. 

Chase added two piston engines to the 
aircraft and called it the XC-123 Ain"g. 
The Air Force ordered five pre­
production C-123B's in 1952, then 300 
production aircraft from Kaiser-Frazer, 
which had bought Chase in 1953. 

Kaiser-Frazer couldn't meet its obliga­
tions, and the contract was transferred to 
Fairchild, which staned C-123 produc­
tion in 1954 in Hagerstown. 

In the mid-60s, Fairchild modified 
183 C-123B's with auxiliary jets. The 
company fitted two pylon-mounted 
General Electric high-thrust J85-GE-17 
turbojets outboard of the standard 
2,300-horsepower Pratt and Whitney R-
2800-99W radials. With other improve­
ments, this aircraft became the C-123K. 

Trusty old 54547, which joined the 
Air Force in 1957, had been flown on 
aerial spray missions since 1970. It was 
transferred to the Reserve in 1973 and 
had been fighting pests and insects ever 
since. In that time, the four UC-123K's 
(the "u" prefix indicates aerial spray) 
had sprayed more than 5 million acres­
about the area of Massachusetts. 

Because of its superb short takeoff 
and landing capabilities and its excellent 
maneuverability, the C-123 was a logi­
cal choice for the aerial spray mission. 

And 54547 and her sisters were 
national assets. As byproducts of their 
training requirements, Reserve crews 
fought pests all over the United States 
and around the world. 

One of their most dramatic missions 
was in 1975 when they made a demand­
ing trans-Pacific flight to Guam to spray 
for mosquito control at the sprawling 
Southeast Asian refugee 
camp on the island. The UC-
123K's and their crews flew 
four spray mis­
vented a feared 
dengue. 
sian, across the 

sions and pre­
outbreak of 

Another mis­
Atlantic, came in 

1977 and 1978. Reservists flew spray 
missions to control Japanese beetles at 
Lajes AB in the Azores. In 1983, they 
sprayed a half-million acres in Minne­
sota to protect residents from an out­
break of Western equine encephalitis. 
And in 1985,54547 and her sisters 
saved Idaho agriculture by stopping the 
most serious grasshopper plague in the 
United States in 40 years. 

It was the final large mission for the 
UC-123K. And it was a complete 
success. 

"We couldn't have done it without 
you," said Idaho Gov. John Evans. 

Now, the aerial spray mission will be 
transferred to specially equipped 
C- 130A's at the 907th. 

General Gill flew to Rickenbacker to 
personally take 54547 on its two-day 
hop to Davis-Monthan. In 1958, the 
C-123 was the first plane he flew in the 
Air Force Reserve after he left active 
duty. Then a captain, he was flying the 
C-123 when his unit was activated dur­
ing the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962. 
Twenty-four years later, he flew 54547, 
paint peeling but radial engines roaring. 
to Davis-Monthan, stopping overn ight at 
Tinker AFB, Okla. 

At 12:30 p.m. on June 17, he executed 
a soft landing at Davis-Monthan and tax­
ied the aircraft to the "boneyard." The 
guard at the huge gate saluted the two 
stars in the cockpit window as 54547 
taxied past. 

The salute was for General Gill, of 
course, but, maybe, it also could have 
been for an old workhorse that 
had come to its fina l 
resting place. 

The las t f l i ght of a USAr C12J occurred on ~~-11L-1986 . 



Ull!IOlf 1988. 

'!'he Air Poroe Museum expansion whioh will house C12) #362 "Patohes" 
will be offioially dedicated in the spring or early summer of 1988. The 
h'esident of the United Statelil.l.has. been inTi ted to attend. The Assooiation 
is tentatiTely planning to hold the 2)rd Annual Reunion at Wright Patterson 
APB. Ohio to coinoide with that dedioation. The A.ssociation will also be 
working with the lIIusewn to display the Ranch Hand story next to "Patches". 
Will adyise as specific details become ayailable. 

Q~INGI 

Our Association has endured these many years due to your contributions. 
1inancially. the A.ssociation needs assistance in order to continue. Keep 
the cards and letters coming in. 

We look forward to seeing you at the '87 Round-Up in October. 

'fo the Ranch. 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Pt. Walton Beach. 11 )25~8 
(90/j.)2i+3-5696 
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