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17 February 1987 Mike Shuppert

Dear Rancheros:

Just before press time the Association learned that a significant
number of Ranch Hand veterans had received a letter from the Massachusetts
"Agent Orange" Program requesting Ranch Hand participation in a Fat '
Biopsy Study being conducted at the Massachusetts General Hospital.

As a result of consultation the Association learned that the
principal investigator had been criticized for the methodology of the
investigation,and the previous conclusions expressed by the same authors,
in testimony given to the Veterans Administration Advisory Committee on
Environmental Hazards on November 17, 1986. After careful review, this
study does not appear to be good sclence, i.e.: employing good scientific
principles, techniques and the fair objective analysis of data.

The Ranch Hand Vietnam Aésociation does not endorse this study
and was not a party to the Massachusetts "Agent Orange™ Program receiving
our addresses,

Phis program does not have the support of the United States Alr Force.

The letter and entire subject should be viewed with certain
skepticism,

Ranch Hand Mortality Update:

The following is an excerpt from an Alr Force news release dated
10 February 1987:

"fhe U.S. Alr Force today released the fourth mortality report of
its Ranch Hand (Agent Orange) study. This report is a part of a 20-year
epidemiological investigation to determine whether there are possible
adverse health effects from herbiclde exposure to Alr Force members
who conducted aerial spraying missions in Southeast Asia (Operation
Ranch Hand).

"Phis fourth mortality analyslis, like the preceding three, released
in 1983, 1984 and 1985 respectively, has not demonstrated any health
effects which can be conclusively attributed to herbicide or dioxin
exposure.

"The small number of deaths since the last analysis (4 Ranch Hand
and 27 comparison) suggests that the findlngs of the last report are
still valid: there are no overall statistically significant mortality
differences between the Ranch Handers and their matched comparisons.
These data will be subjected to extensive statistical analysis in the
next report, planned for later this year.

"Mortality surveillance will continue since the study groups are
sti1l relatively young and healthy. While sufficient time may have
elapsed for some clinically significant conditions to occur, additional’
time is necessary for other conditions +to develop which may possibly
be attributable to herbicide exposure.”
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1987 Ranch Kand IT Health Study:i. . .

ffwifhiﬁ the nékt 4‘fbf6gweeks;aa¢h of”us will recive afféaékgggﬁ
outlining our third physical exanm in-the Ranch Hand II Study at Scripps
Institute in IaJolla, California. T .

The Association cannot emphasize enough the importance of our.
continued participation in this epidemiology study.

Scientifically the Ranch Hand Study results are extremely important
to everyone. They represent a careful study of the men known to have
been exposed to "Agent Orange" and other herbicides. Por this reason,
and others, we are and will remain unique to science,

The Ranch Hand II Study is the only study that examines current
and continuing health status and current and past mortality. That is
the bottom line in the "Agent Orange" controversy.

FPleagse "Saddle Up"!¢ See you again in IaJolla.

21st Annual Reunion: .

The 1985 and 1986 reunions were highlighted by the dedication of the
Ranch Hand Memorial and seeing it completed after the eagle was received
and mounted on the granite.



Many new faces were in attendance during the past two years.,
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followlng is the combined attendance for the two reunions:

Bill Aldriceh

Dick & Linda Alexander
Chuck Avery

E4 Blaufuss

Paul & Sharon Badders
John & Betty Brady
Jack Brennecke

Earle & Kate Briggs
Norm & Coralie Baker
Paul Cecil

Willie Clark

Bryce & Carol Connor
Mr. & Mra. Bob Crutz
E4d & Jeannie Dabbert
Col., Bud & Doris Day
Ralph & Dolly Dresser
Col. Glenn Davis

Ted & Sue Encke

Rick & Cherie Evans
Rolf Eagleson

Ed & Ann PFitzpatrick
Jack Gilchrist

Jack & Bobble Gentry
Lee & Bobbie Harrison
Johnny & Gloria Hoch
Charlie & Beth Hubbs
Cal Jeffries

Doug & Galle Jones
George & Pearl Ketzel:
Cary lahmon

Dr. George & Ernie lLathrop

Bob & Gloria leon
Steve & Faye Lowe
‘Al & Trudy Luigi

USAFRES Crew:
Bob Bien
Terry Blery

- Paul Sargent

Hal Luke

Clem Lockamy

Art McConnell

Carl & Sandy Marshall
E4d & Louise McGee

Roger Meekins

Paul Mitchell

Mick Mikolasy

Gen. Russ & Billle Mohney
Frank & Dot Moore

Burke Mucho

E4d Murro

Al & Emlly Nicolas

Rod Nestor

Jean "Super Nurse" Perkins
Dick Peshkin

Clyde & Tru Picht
3idney & Bevery Rust
Pappy & Moe Rothermel
John & Lois Richmond
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rhodes
Mike Shuppert

Jack & Marilyn Spey
Pete & Kathy Spivey
John Shipe

General Sloan (DEP/3G)
James Stillwell

Dave & Margaret Stockton
Alan & Dorothy Tremaine
Jim Umstead

Frank & Nancy Wencel
Gary White

Richard wWolf

Dr, Bill Wolfe

Keith & Tonl Yale

Marv Zepf

The

morial Dedication Ceremony Excerpts:

——— e e

The mission of Operation Ranch Hand was to spray agricultural
herbicldes along 1lines of communications in an effort to deny enemy
cover, and also to remove follage from enemy safe-haven areas to make it
eagier for our fighting men. 1In addition, the unit was involved in the
destruction of enemy crops, thereby placing additional burden on the
enemy's logistical system.

Operation Ranch Hand received § OUA from the United States Alr Force,
in addition to 3 Presidential Unit citations. The Vietnamese Government
honored the unit with the award of 2 Vietnam Crose of Gallantry with Palm.

1,265 men served in this unit, and the mission was not without risk.
The unit's aircraft received over 7,000 rounds of enemy ground fire
during its history. ' _

During combat, & special bond is created between men. Nowhere was
this bond stronger than in our orgenization., This bond remains today.
The loes of these men in the defense of freedom only strengthens and
perpetuates that bond. They are honored elsewhere and remembered elsewherej
but more importantly we honor them here today. :

Their sacrifice was inspirational to us then, and it is inspirational
to us now,

To our Comrads!

The dedication was attendéd by General Sloan, Deputy Air Force Surgeon
and Col. Butler, Hurlburt Field Wing Commander.
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The "Book of the Month":

S . S e P o D g i RS

Dr. Gough I8 currently Director of the Risk Science Institute in
washington, D.C. Previously he was Director of Special Projects in the
Division of Health and Life Sciences at the Congressional Office of
Technology. With a PHD in biology he teaches microbiology at Baylor
and State University of New York. He has published more than 20 scientific
papers and has been awarded two Fulbright Lectureships.

For a long time facts and sclence ooncerning the "igent Orange"

controversy needed to be told., Dr. Gough's excellent book does the
Job. A "Well Done Award" to Dr. Gough.

Memorial Fund & General Fund:

The memorial fund has a balance of 36,400, leaving $3,600 needed
to repay the construction loan. The pace of contributions has exceeded
expectations but we s8till have a way to go. Please make checks payable
to the Ranch Hand Memorial Fund.

The general fund has a balance of $800 before the expense of this
newsletter. To help our recordkeeping, please send two checks when
contributing to both memorial and general fund. Thanke to all of you
for your contributions! )

Reunion 1987:

fhe 22nd Annual Reunion of the World's Greatest Heribicide Warriors
will be held in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida on October 9, 10 and 11, 1987.
Gen. Russell Mohney (904-678-7815) will be the "producer” this year.
Details will be provided in future newsletters. Make plans nowl Qg%f,

9,10 & 111

| We look forward to seeing our comrads in laJolla Btarting-ih way
and in Ft. wWalton Beach in October.

To the Ranch,

‘Jack SDey, President
Ranch Hand V-etnam Asqociation

850 Tarpon Dr.
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
(904 )243~5696 :
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Mike Shuppert
Dear Rancherosi

- This newsletter is dedicated to the memory of Lt. Col. Harold (Hal)
W. Underhill, Hal died on & June 1987 in San Antonio, Texas at the age
of 69. He was buried at Ft. Sam Houston National Cemetary with full
military honors. ¢€ol. Ralph Dresser and Bill Knothe attended for the
Ranch., Hal was a hellvua guy! -

REUNION_1987

We are looking forward to seeing you in Ft. Walton Beach the 9th,
10th and 1llth of October for the annual Ranch Hand Reunion. We are still
in the planning stage, so we don't have a complete program of events yet,
but here is what we are looking at and the approximate costs,

This year we will be staying at the Ramada Inn. Pifty courtyard
rooms have been reserved, $40/dbl. occupancy. These rates are in effect
the 8th thru the 12th in case you sign in early or want to delay your
departure. The 3Saturday evening dinner will be held in the Ambassador
Room at the Ramada Inn and the cost is $17.50 per person.

We are looking at a couple of options for Friday evening. A catered
BBQ on the Ramada grounds (a great picnic_area next to the beach) -
approximate price of $13.50 per person; or a luau, approximately $18.50
per person.

Colonel Al Young will be the guest speaker Saturday evening. Col.
Young comes to us well recommended and has an impressive background in
his knowledge of dioxin. He is currently preparfng a paper for the
President of the United States on the entire dioxin question. '

We are still lining up daytime activities. Some of you have expressed
an interest in Gulf fishing. If we can get 10 or 12 people to sign up,
the cost is $27 each for a half day, everything included. A good deal
at today's prices. If we have more than 12, we will line up another boat,

but need to know in advance.

Please mail a postcard letting me know:

1. If you plan to attend and how many in your party.
2. Your arrival and departure dates at the Ramada Inn.,
3. If you want to go Gulf fishing/how many.
4, whether you prefer a BBQ or a luau.
%+ And anything else you might think of!
Send your postcard to:

Russell E. Mohney

113 Dolphin Pt. Rd.

Niceville, FI 32578

or €all: (904)678-7815%



GENERAL FUND: “

It is uncomfortable to discuss this subject, but it is necessary.
boney! The Pebruary newsletter cost 3478 to produce and mail, The
Association has received since then. $210 in contributions to the General
Fund. Today, before the printing and mailing of this newsletter, the:
Association has $575.97 in the bank. The General Pund needs help. All
contributions small or large are needed and much appreciated.

KEMORIAL FUND:

The Association still owes $3,187.00 to repay the $10,000.00 no-interest
construction loan for the Ranch Hand memorial completed two years ago.

UGS, STEINS, ETC:

Pete Splvey is able to obtain fine gquality mugs and steins with the
Ranch Hand insignia and your name on them. He will be taking orders at
the reunion or by mail or telephone. For more information, write FPete at
2524 Jennifer Terrace, Palm Harbor, FL 33563, Tele: (813)784-9681.

BOOKS ABOUT_OPERATION RANCH HAND:

Operation Ranch Hand - The Air Force and Herbicides jin Southeast
Asia, 19061-1G71; by William A, Buckingham, Jr. For sale by the
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office,
washington, DC 20402.

Herbicidal warfare - The Ranch Hand Project in Vietnam; by Paul F,
Cecll; Fraeger Pub11§ﬁ€rs.“SIE'FTTfﬁ'IngT.E!."NY 101I75. (Paul

is our historian.,)

Dioxin, Agent Orange - The Facts; by Dr. Wichael Goughs Plenum

rress, 233 Spring 5t., WY, NY 10013, (Excellent and a must reading.)
RANCH HAND_VIDEO: |

Por those of you who missed out on getting a copy of the video tape
"Ranch Hand Training and Combat Spray Missions in vietnam", you are in
luck. They are still available. fThis is an excellent video tape and
some of the best film seen of actual combat spray missions. Don't miss
out! The Memorial Fund has received over $235 on the sale of these
tapes so far. If you want a copy, send $39.95 to: Bob Cruts, P. O. Box
954, Shalimar, FL 32579 (904-651-5277), and specify VHS or Beta foremat.

NEWS FROM COWBOYS ARQUND THE WORID:

Bill Xnothe, San Antonio, TX: Bill had known Hal Underhill for
30 years. They served in Vietnam together and both retired to SAT.
Thanks Billl Marveloug Mary Zeph, Trov, NY: We'll see Marv in FWB in
October. Dave liotowidlak, Milelani, Hawaii: Dave and family transferred
to the Hawail ANG to escape the cold winters in Kew Hampshire. (Dave,
sorry but I couldn't find help on awards here. Check Mickham personnel.)
Terry Aschenbrenner, New London, WI:i- RH '68-'69. M/Gen John T, stihl,
Scott AFB, IL. Gen. Stihl is A¥CC/CC at Scott. Good work sir! .
Virgll Berry, Oscoda, MI - RH '69-'701 Virgil is retired. Win gggzg.
¥artin moved from Jacksonville AR to Columbia, MD. MKike Igg§i§s;x S now
lf;izg in Bradenton, FL. Ei;;%gg_ggggg;son, Sparta, WI. Mo woids.
Calvin Bass, Tulsa, OK: Donation, no words. Denis Deluchi, Fair QOaks, CA.
Denis retired In Dec, '78 and teaches FPhysics in colleggg in and aﬁsﬁﬁé—*é
Sacramento. His students love Ranch Hand "War Stories®. Lloyd West,
Alamogordo, NMs Always helpful with stamp money. %Thanks Lloyd! lHerb
¥oodcock, Greenland, NH: Herb is in the photography business in Greenland.
Jeo Gagnon, Fhoenix, AZ: Thanks Leo! Bob Oba, Tacoma, WA: Thanks Bob!
Tim Cafferty is now In St. Charles, WO. (Charles Wallace, Chesapeake Beach,
MD3 New address for Chuck. HKaj. Steven Meek AND Vern Uhler - both in
Knobnoster, MO. (And all this time I thought Knobnoster was an abberation!)
Ken_%Todd, SMS/RET: Ken is still living and working in Dresdener, W. Germany.
Thanks Ken for the great contribution. Ronald Kempfer, Melbourne, FL.
Richard M, Kenny, PFt, Myers Beach, PL: No words. Li, General ¢laudius E.
Iﬁﬁij_ggggg&Iggl, Compirolier of the AF, Bolling AFB, DE+ Rumor has 1t that
Gen, Watts will soon be Commander of KAC. wood Wright: Change of address:
0ld - Rome, NY; New - Omaha, NE. Ed Ggrmlex._g_g_ggse AFB, €A1 “...Pinally,
I'd like to say my year in the "Ranch" was my proudest In my 21 Air Porce
years”. (Well said Edl A feeling shared by many.) Keith McDonald,
Swangboro, NC: Keith plans to be here in October.







REUNION 1988:

The Air Porce Museum expansion which will house C123 #7362 "Patches"
will be officially dedicated in the spring or early summer of 1988, fThe
President of the United States. has been invited to attend. The Association
is tentatively planning to hold- the 23rd Annual Reunion at Wright Patterson
AFB, Ohio to coincide with that dedication. The Association will also be
working with the museum to dlsplay the Ranch Hand story next to “Patches".
Will advise as specific details become available,

CLOSING:
Our Association has endured these many years due to your contributions.

Financially, the Association needs assistance in order to continue. Keep
the cards and letters coming in.

We look forward to seeing you at the '87 Round-Up in October.
| To the Ranch,

ack Speyy FPrefiident
Ranch Hand V¥etnam Assocliation

850 Tarpon Dr.
Pt. Walton Beach, PL 32548
(90k ) 2435696



