
OFFICERS 
President Jack Spey 
Vice President Art McConnell 
Secretary William (Mick) Mikolasy 
Treasurer Earle Briggs 
Historian Paul Cecil 

15 February 1989 

Dear Fellow Rancheros & Friends of the 
Ranch: 

The Ranch Hand Memorial: 

As a result of the generous contri­
butions over the years (1982-1988), the 
Ranch Hand Memorial debt was retired on 
11 October 1988. Since 1982, when the 
mission to construct a fitting memorial 
to our comrades was undertaken, $16,000 
was contributed by Ranch Hand veterans 
and a small group of friends of the Ranch. 
Many contributed in varying amounts -­
some were unable. What is important is 
the fact that each of us contributed by 
our service in the finest Air Force unit 
in Southeast Asia. We are a part of 
Air Force history. The memorial is but 
another credit to the men of Operation 
Ranch Hand. 

The monument, bearing the names of 
the 26 men of the Ranch who lost their 
lives, was completed in 1986 and currently 
stands proudly in the Air Park, Hurlburt 
Field, FL. On 10 January 1989 the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, 
Mr. James F. Boatright, accepted the 
memorial as a gift from the Ranch Hand 
Vietnam Association on behalf of the 
united States Government. Perpetual 
care is now insured long after the last 
Cowboy leaves the range. Well done 
Cowboys! 

Air Force Health Study - Near Future: 

DIRECTORS 
Russ Mohney, Chairman 
Ralph Dresser 
Charlie Hubbs 
Art McConnell 
Rex Stoner 
Pele Spivey 
Keith Ya le 
Pappy Rothermel 
lee Harrison 
AI Nicolas 
Mike Shuppert 

The analysis of the men of Operation Ranch Hand continues. The 1989 
mortality report is completed and currently receiving final scientific 
review. Results should be published in March 1989. 

The data dealing with the children of Ranch Hand veterans has been 
collected and is presently being analyzed. Data on the health outcome of 
our children, as compared with the general population, is expected to be 
published in the fall of this year. Each of us can expect a summary of 
these two reports soon after the data is released. The next physical 
exam is scheduled for 1992. 

The Air Force Health Study continues to receive the highest marks 
by this nation's scientific community. Part of this praise is due to the 
participation of all of us. Continued participation is an extremely 
important element of any scientific study. Again in 1989, Cowboys continue 
to be important to our country. 



23rd Annual Reunion - 198~: 

The. 1~88' gathering of the WOrld's'·Greatest.',i.:E;i~;!t'i"D;~#~n$ets()( Dandy 
Defoliants was a great get-toget'her this pastQ¢j;'ppetl: /,' .. 

The key note ~peech was made by Maj./Gen. Rufus DeHart. rep~~senting 
the Surgeon General. USAF. He applauded our continued participation in the 
Air Force Health Study and expressed the highest praise for "all o~ us troops". 
Col. Bill Wolfe reviewed the forthcoming scientific data and when this info 
will be available. 

~ 
'i' 

As usual the 1988 gathering was a great time for all. 

Those who joined the round-up festivities were: 

Bi 11 Aldrich 
James and Norma Arthur 
Ed and Maddy Blaufuss 
Kingsbury "King" Bragdon 
John and Betty Brady 
Jll\cll: Bl;"enJ;lecke 
~ateand Earle Bl;"iggs 
Nadirie and George Bye 
Jim ClarK: 
Willie and Phyllis Clark 
Ed and Jeannie Dabbert 
M/Gen. Rufus DeHart 
Ralph and Dolly Dresser 
Art Erickson 
Jack and Bobbie Gentry 
Lee and Bobbie Harrison 
Jim and Lillian Hatcher 
Charlie and Beth Hubbs 
Da-v:ld and Carol. Jobe 

",Jackand Beverly L.angho.rne 
. Ray'.and Nancy LamaLre 
,¥,b.J6ert and Eileen L.ec)n 

" . Carl and Sandy Marshall 

Pat McCarthy 
Art McConnell 
Micll: and Debbie Mikolasy 
Russ and Billie MOhney 
Rod and Kitty Nestor 
Al and Emily Nicolas 
Dick and Jackie Peshkin 
Bill and Pat Pokluda 
Robby Robinette 
Pa.ppy and Moe' Rothel;"mel 
Sidney and Chloe Rust 
Mike Shuppert 
Pete and Kathy Spivey 
Jack and Marilyn Spey 
Buck and Jean Trott 
Jim and .sandy Umstead 
Doc Weaver 
Gary and Joan White 
Bi 11 Wildman 
Col. BUI Wolfe 
Herb and Jeannie Woodcock: 

" "'MMWELOUS" MARVZEPF •. Tl;"oy. NY: Marv advises that he will be joining 
:':U,~,at .th~ 24th annual reuni()n, 

RAUL GAMBOA. Fresno. CAl Raul is still with the USPS and sends his 
Pest to all. 

DICK KENNY. Ft. Myers Be.ach. FL, Dick sends few words but lots of' 
financial support. ThanksPic)j:! 

PAUL B. KNESE. Col .•. Ph.D. St. Louis. MOl Paul I;"etired in .. t983 and 
taught at the St. Louis l,lniversity for 5yeaJ;"s.Thtan .. Cobro COl;"p. made 
him a great offer. Paul"is,now Principal,Eriginll\er.J·or tqe Corp .. Also. 
Paul is now the Commander of the Centul;"ionSi' ,Thanks PaUl,! . 

ED KRAFT. JR., Lancaster. PAl Ed is still working 
for the Lancaster County Prison. His son is a Captain. 
Ed II's wife is a 2nd/Lt in the same unit at Carswell. 
are true blue "Blue Suiters". 

as Business Dtrector 
EWO in B52's. and 
Ed and family 

EUGENE S. ROBETSON. Upper Marlboro. MD: Eugene is ,sti 11 dr.l :ving the 
48 in eighteen wheelers. 

ROGER P. MEEKINS. Manteo. NC: Roger ~nd Eleanor. in addltionto 
operating t~o businesses. both find time to serve overSeas as technical 
advisors in developing countries. They have'sPent·time ill Sri Lanka. Chile 
and are currently in the Philippines; They hope to join us this October. 

AddresE: changes from: 
DANIEL GERLACH, Andover KS. 

CORNELIUS "ROCKY" Nt,!NN, La9uRa Niguel. CA. 
DONAL.D J. EVANS, Hooper. CO. 

KEITH c. McDONALD. Farmington. NM. .'. 
'0+ .,·:IX·,.'·~:; .'~-"t':~. 'fl,~)'r.;fi'· 

JACK GILCH1UST, Lttt1,e Roc,ll;. lAlit.. , 1" '.:.' , f"lj,,,( i '.,j' 1 

LEE N. DAVIS, Lakewood. NJ. 

WILLIAM ANDERSON, Bluefield. WV. 

BERNARD SHEARON. Dunwoody. GA. 



No words - con~ributions only: 

THOMAS D. QUINN, Fairborn, OH. 

FLOYD 'HEFFNER, Smyrna, Ga. , . 
FEANCIS E. GRUFIN, Dublin, OH. 

HOWARD BOWLES, Newton, CT. 

RtCHA~D'D.HIGGI!IIBOTHAM, Hilliard, FL. 

JOHN··R.THOMl\S, St. Petersburg, FL. (John is a new Centurion) 

,GARY.TRAGeSER, Sparta,. NJ. (BienHoa 69-70). Gary is a major in the 
AFRES and sends his best to the Cowboys. 

PETE CLARK, Alexandria, VA. Pete is looking for Bob Dyer. Anyone 
knowing his whereabouts contact Pete and the Association. Thanks Pete! 

BERNIE DlLLAS, San Bernardino, CA .. Bernie is still teaching school 
in the valley and continually helps the Assodiation. Thanks a bunch Bernie! , . 

R. E. (GENE) MARSHALL, Col. Marshall is head of SAC's "intelligence 
reserves" and that keeps his weekends busy. Bob sends his best to all 
and he made the list of Centurions. Thank you sir! 

CALVIN BASS, Tulsa, OK. Cal sends his best to all Cowboys. 

JACK E. ANDERSON, Dallas, TX. Harriet & Jack send their best to all. 

DOUG CLAUD, Midlothian, VA. Stay in touch Doug. 

OSCAR AGRE, Union, KY. Ostar is working for a rapidly growing airline 
as an instructor. He saw a couple of "dusters" recently and: ... "it brought 
back fond memories". 

CHARLES WATKINS, Graston, WV. Thanks Charlie! 

GEORGE M. MILLER, Brentwood, TN. George is working (Senior VP) for 
the Sovran Bank in Franklin, TN. Need money? Call George! 

ROBERT HASSERTT, Wichita Falls, TX. Bob and Ruby just recently moved 
into a new home and were not able to make the 23rd reunion but hope to 
make one soon. 

JOHN SELBERG, Germantown, TN. John and Rita recently visited the 
memorial at Hurlburt and recommend it for all. John is still flying for 
Federal Express out of Memphis. He admits that 0100 T.O.'s are getting 
a little old! 

EUGENE S. ROBERTSON, Upp~r Marlboro, MD. Thanks Eugene! 

ED McGEE, Carrollton, GA. Ed and Louise were unable to attend the 
'88 reunion (one of the few they've, missed in the past 7 or 8 years), but 
will be here again soon. Their best was sent to all. 

THOMASA. BARRETT, Kwajalein Atoll, Pacific Ocean! Tom is the manager 
of transportation services for Dyn Corp. on Kwajalein. Thanks Tom! 

JOHN T. PARISH, Niceville, FL. John sends his best to all. 

VERNE UHLER, Knob Noster. MO: Verne sends his best to all. His 
son is in the U.S. Army serving in Germany flying "Iron Coffins" (tanks)! 
Thanks Verne. 

News of Cowboys closes with the words of GREGORY ANDERSON, Flower 
Mound TX;' Greg says ;it best in his :own words: 

"Dutin£fths''yecirs we have allli ved"wi th the argument over 
the V.N. war and listem'e'd to endless accounts of what, and 
why this war should or shoUld not have ever happened. I 
believe there were and always will be those who know why 
and how we must defen'd our freedom when called regardless 
of the politics. Throughout history such men and women have 
stepped forward, not for recognition or personal gain of 
any type .. They 5'st'eppe'cf forward to serve their country because 
they believed in America without question. The men of the 
Ranch wer,"". and are. ,that type of individuals." 

Thanks Cowboys': one and all! 

Ranch Hand Film: 

During the years while serving in Vietnam, many of us took motion 
pictures (8mm) of the Ranch Hand operation. Muc:h of thiLs, film (20 years-plUS 
old) needs to be preserved, and usually, like mine, can be found in the attic! 
Please have it transposed on video before the emulsion degrades further, 
or send it to the Association for copying to video. All film :!!ill be 
returneCl. 

The visual history of the Ranch Hand operation shoUld be preserved. 
Send your film to: Ranch Hand vietnam Association, 850 Tarpon Drive, Ft. 
Walton Beach, FL 32548. 



Passings: 

George Ketzel. age 72. passed away last year in Tamp~. FL. George and 
his lovely wife Pearl had attended every reunion for the past seven years 
and were stalwart supporters of the R~nch. He will be sorely missed. Our 
best to Pearl and the family. 

Richard E. (Thorny) Thorndike passed away on 1 October 1988. He was 
extremely proud of his association with the Ranch -- calliag it "the finest 
unit ever to be assembled in the Air Force". Dick's service included being 
a member of the USAF Thunderbirds. He was proudest of the fact that he 
was "first a Cowboy". (Words and notice frOm Len Bochicchio. Napa. CA.) 

Reunion 1989:' 

The 24th Annual Reunion of the World's Greatest Dandy Def()1iators 
will, be held in Ft. Walton Beach., FL on 6. 7 and 8 October. Make your 
vacation plans now. The corral will be at the Ramada Beach Resort ()n 
Okaloosa Island. Details will follow. 

Centurions To Date: 

Bill Aldrich 
Dick Alexander, 
James Arthur 
Ed Blaufuss 
John Brady 
Ken Bramble 
Paul Cecil 
Peter J. Clark 
Bob Cruts 
Ed Dabbert 
J6n Dudenhoeffer 
Too Encke 
Rolf Eagleson 
Art Erickson 
Jack Gentry 
Hank 'Good 
Frank Griffin 
James Hancclck 
Rober't Hanson 
Lee Harrison 
Charlie Hubbs 

Commander Paul ,Knese 

C~l. Robert Marshall 
Gerald Martin" 
Charles Meadow 
Dick Meadow 
Lawrence McCarthy 
Art McConnell 
Ed McGee 
Mick Mikolasy 
George M. Miller 
Roger Meekins 
Ed Mucho 
Russ Mohney 
Stan Nelson 
Dick Peshkin 
James "Pooch" Pochurek 
Don Relyment 
Gary Runey 
Pete Spivey 
Rex Stoner 
John R. Thomas 
Hal Underhill 

,James Kelly 
Ronald Kempfer 
Bi 11 Knothe 
Jack Langhorne 
George Lathrop 
Vito Longo 

Lt./Gen. Claudius E, Watts III 

General Fund 

Prior to the publication and mailing of this newsletter. 
has $1.800 in the fuad. Each letter costs approximately $450. 
iation needs our continued financial su,pport. 

the Association 
The Assoc-

Keep the letters coming in. We all enjoy "News of cowboys ... " 
Well done again troops. We can all be proud of yesteryear and what we 
have accomplished to date. 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpo.n Dr. 
Ft. WaltOn Beach.FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 



OFFICERS 
President Jack Spey 
Vice President Art McConnell 
Secretary WilHam (Mlck) Mikolasy 
Treasurer Earle Briggs 
Historian Paul Cecil 

5 June 1989 

Dear Cowboys and Friends of the Ranch: 

DIRECTORS 
Russ Mohney, Chairman 
Ralph Dresser 
Charlie Hubbs 
Art McConnell 
Rex Stoner 
Pete Spivey 
Keith Yale 
Pappy Rothermel 
Lee Harrison 
AI Nicolas 
Mike Shuppert 

For the past 24 years. the men of Operation Ranch Hand have gathered 
annually - standing proud; proud of our service in Southeast Asia and 
proud of the comradery born during that service. Today we continue to 
serve this great nation with equal dedication. 

Our continued participation in the Air Force Health Study is 
continuously being praised by the nation's scientific community: our 
current efforts are again applauded as in the past. 

Reunion 1989: 

The 24th annual reunion will be held in Ft. Walton Beach. Florida 
on October 6. 7 and 8. The corral will be at the Ramada Inn on Okaloosa 
Island. For reservation information. please call Jack or Marilyn Spey 
at (904)243-5696. Do not call the Ramada! Jack or Marilyn will handle 
all your needs. effect necessary coordination with the Ramada Inn. and 
provide for any special requirement. A printed schedule will be provided 
at the time of check-in. Make plans ~ for the best Roundup to date! 

Air Force Health Study: 

The AFHS recently published the latest mortality update comparing 
mortality statistics of Ranch Hand personnel with our comparison group. 
This latest mortality update continues to show that Ranch Hand mortality 
rate is the same as our comparison group. No unusual trends are apparent. 
There is no evidence to indicate that our mortality differs from that 
which would normally be expected. nor does it evince any herbicide effect 
if one were expected. Each of us should receive a copy of the study from 
USAFSAM very shortly. 

An indepth evaluation is currently underway that addresses the health 
outcome at birth of children fathered by the men of Operation Ranch Hand. 
This examination should be completed and published in the winter of 1989/1990. 
The Morbidity study (current state of health) resulting from the last 
physical examination at Scripps Institute. LaJolla. CA is expected to be 
completed and published in the February/March 1990 time-frame. 

The 10-year-physical cycle will begin in 1992. 

Physical Exam Results: 

Those desiring printed copies of previous medical exam results 
may receive them by writing: USAFSAM/EKS 

Change in Address: 

Brooks Air Force Base 
TX 78235-5301 

When 1.e PCS. please advi se: USAFSAM/EKS. Brooks APB. TX 78235-5301. 
Also advise the RHVA Association: 850 Tarpon Dr .• Ft. Walton Beach. FL 32548. 
You can't receive AFHS or Association information unless your address is 
current! 



centurions: 

When Rome controlled thep6litic::$ aridthe economy o.fthe then know,n 
world, the Cent1..lrion commqllded 19'0' 'go~)q, nlEJ!1 supp;o):'t in~theE,lnpi re and 1 ts 
cause. 'Over theyeaJ;"s, Op~J;"a ti01'!;Ranah HfI'nd}h~sh~d 1.tS Cet;:turions,. those 
cohtrJbuting'$lOO.OO or more in asingle,contno1..ltlon. The centurions are: 

Commander:. Paul Kn~$~ 
Bill Aldrich 
Dick Alexander 
James Arthur 
Chuck Avery 
Ed Blaufuss 
John Brady 
Ken Bramble 
Paul Cecil 
Peter J. Clark 
Bob Cruts 
Ed Dabbert 
Jon Dudenhoeffer 
Ted Encke 
Rolf Eagleson 
Art Erickson 
Jack Gentry 
Hank Good 
Frank Griffin 
James (Geech) Hamilton 
James Hancock 
Robert Hanson 
Lee Harrison 
Charlie Hubbs 
Burton M. Kellogg 
James Kelly 
Ronald Kempfer 

News From Cowboys Around the World: 

Bill Knothe 
Jack Langhorne 
George Lathrop 
Vito Longo 
Col. Robert Marshall 
Gerald Martin 
Donald J. Maxwell 
Charles Meadow 
Dick Meadow 
Lawrence McCarthy 
Art McConnell 
Ed McGee 
Mick Mikolasy 
Georg·e M. Miller 
Roger Meekins 
Ed Mucho 
Russ Mohney 
Stan Nelson 
Dick'Peshkin 
James "Pooch" Pochurek 
Don Rayment 
Gary Runey 
Pete Spivey 
Rex Stoner 
John R. Thomas 
Hal Underhill 
Lt./Gen. Claudius E. Watts III 

Dan A. Meeks, Columbus, OH: Dan served as an aircraft mechanic with 
the Ranch at Bien Hoa (Nov. '68-'69) and flew on a number of missions. 
On a recent trip to the Air Force Museum at Wright/Pat, he saw Patches 
a'n.d has a good idea regarding a possible plaque in the picnic area. 
Mbre later. Thanks Dan! 

Benjamin R. King, Orland, FL: (R.H. original, 1961). Ben sends 
his best to all. Ben, the only C123's flying today are a few in countries 
like Thai land, and a small number f lying for Dept. of State in Central 
and South America. 

William C. (Bill) Knothe, San Antonio, TX: While on a trip last July, 
Bill tried to play teenager by, jumping ,from his pickup truck bed with a 
load of toOls in his hands. A¥ter landing, he fell - breaking his leg 
at the hip. Nfter .two months in the hospital and an artificial hip-joint 
transplant, he's slowly recovering and sounds great. "Damn it Bill, we're 
too old for that kind of stuf:E!: Bill & Shirley are just off 135, Exit 175 
and invite any Cowboys ranging that way to give them a call. Our best 
to you Bill. . 

M/Sgt.(RET) Jim Tolbert, Austin, TX "Mountain Ranch": (Da Nang '68-'69) 
Jim retired in 1981 and works in the pata Processing Center for the VA in 
Austin. Stay in touch Jim. 

Burton M. (Burt) Ke11<>gg, Charleston, SC: Burt is still buying low 
and selling high for Merrill Lynch in Charleston. Burt is also a new 
Centurion. Many thanks Burt! 

Joe O'Connor, Jr., Sacramento, CA: 
from Lockheed Missiles and Space to get 
He and his wife Nila send their best to 

Joe has taken a leave of absence 
his second Masters degree at USC. 
all. 

",L:L/..:;C:,.::o::.:l!:..:... ~( ~R;:E'-fT-,)~C""h~a=r.:!:l.l:e",s~(uC""h~u~j:o¥k;.J).,,, . .;.A!;;v~e::r::-y~, -"O==f:;.;a~l..,l~o~n~,~I~L : .Do r i san dChU c k ;;t r e 
"RV"ing around the country arid canada. H. sends his best to all the 
Cowboys. Thanks Centurion! 

Jim Griffin, Bowie, MD: Jim's still guarding the(deleted) on Capitol 
Hill! He sends his best to all and a check. Thanks Jim. 

Harold Ken Bramble, San Antonio, TX: Ken's working to get his Real 
Estate License so he can open his own business, and his wife Inge is 
working for SWBC in San Antonio. 



Bryce C. Connor. Orlando. FL: Bryce is also working for Merrill Lynch 
in the Real EstateDi vision .. ~ . Orlando. When near the World of Disney. 
give Bryce a call. 

Col. Arthur (Art) Erics()n. Dover. DE: Ar.1;;wrote to advise he has been 
assig.'l'I'ed to Dover Air Force Base as the Deputy Base Commander. Congrat-
ul.ti,ns Art} . . ' . . 

. Howard'. Bowles •. Jr .• Newtown. CT: In response to the last newsletter. 
Howie sent 6 reels of super 8 movie film to be VCR'ed. You can be sure 
much of his "footage" will be seen at the '89 reunion. Thanks Howie! 

Donald J. (Blue Max) Maxwell. APO NY 09012: The Association's newest· 
Centurion. Thanks sir! 

Verne Uhler. Knob Noster. MO: We received 3 letters from Verne. one 
being eight pages in length. He sure is proud of his service for Uncle 
Sam and the Ranch. In a phone call 2 weeks ago. Verne ptomised to join 
us in October. We sure hope he can maJre it. 

New. address - no words: 

.COrneU1,!·s (Rocky) Nunn. Vista CA. 
C. Doerr. Pendleton. IN. 
FloydW. Heffner. Smyrna. GA. 
pennis L. Fisher. Gurnee. IL. 
David·A. Newberry. Apple Valley. CA. 

Brigadier General Rufus M. DeHart. Jacksonville. FL: 

As Director of Professional Affairs and Quality Assurance. General 
DeHart was a stalwart supporter of the Air Force "Health Study. He gained 
great respect of all at the '88 reunion when he represented the Air Force 
Surgeon General. General DeHart was a fighter pilot with over 3.500 hours 
flying time in F84's. F89's. F86's and F4's; including service in Southeast 
Asia. During his "spare" time he earned his degree in medicine and went 
on to serve as Chief Surgeon of PACAF and Tachtical Air Command. He was 
indeed a true friend of the Ranch. 'He deserves all our thanks. and best 
wishes in his new career as Chief of Medical Services. Duval County. Florida. 

Rapch Hand Memorial - Special Thanks: 

The Ranch Hand Vietnam AS .. e;<)ciation wishes to thank Lt/Gen. Claudius T. 
(Bud) Watts. III. Comptroller of the Air Force for his personal" efforts to 
ensure that the Ranch Hand mem()rial became USAF property in a timely 
fashion. His interest on behalf of the Association eliminated much 
paperwork for all concerned and got the job done in the tradition of the 
Ranch. Thank you sir! 

Films of Ranch Hand. Vietnam:' 

The Association is trying to obtain as.much film footage as possible 
for preservation on VCR. All. of the amm and Super 8 taken by us is old 
and should be preserved. Please send your film to the Association. It 
will be transposed and returned to you at no cost. Lets preserve a film 
record of USAF history. 

General Fund: 

There is currently $1.228.00 in the general fund. Postage and envelopes 
for this letter are already paid. leaving only printing costs. The Associ­
ation needs continued contributions so we can stay in touch. Please 
remember the RHVA with your letters and contributions. We did good work 
retiring the Memorial Fund as quickly as we did. but the General Fund needs 
continued support as well. 

Well. Cowboys. its time to "Idle Cut Off" the mixtures. Keep the 
letters coming in; remember the General Fund; and make plans for this 
October. 

To the Ranch. 

Pr ident 
V etnam Association 

850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach. FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 
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After pre •• time, it wa. learned that Ma.ter Sergeant (RET) 
Verne Uhler made hi. la.t flight on 7 December 1989. Verne will 
long be remembered by family, friends and fellow Cowboys. 



President 

OFFICERS 
Jack Spey 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

Art McConnell 
William (Mick) Mlkolasy 
Earle Briggs 
Paul Cecil 

27 December 1989 

Dear Fellow Rancheros & Friends of the Ranch: 

• 

Reunion 1989 

DIRECTORS 
Russ Mohney. Chairman 
Ralph Dresser 
Charlie Hubbs 
Art McConnell 
Rex Stoner 
Pete Spivey 
Keith Yale 
Pappy Rothermel 
Lee Hamson 
AI Nicolas 
Mike Shuppert 

Carl M. Schelin (V.N.'69-70) 
is currently in Bogota, 
Colombia. He sent these 
pictures. Carl is most 
probably the last keeper 
of a Provider. The Medellin 
Cartel did not like this 
particular Provider (Aug 89) 
pictured with Carl. He said l 
"I love this old bird--she's 
done me right." Carl is 
also the latest Centurian. 
Thanks Carl and keep up 
the good work down there. 

The 1989 reunion was a great get-together as usual. This year will be 
long remembered due in part to a national treasure, Mr. Bob Hope. Mr. Hope 
spent time with the World's Dandiest Defoliators on Friday evening. Mr. 
Hope's devotion to members of the Armed Forces is universally recognized 



and we were extremely hon ored. if not humbled. by his presence . Thanks 
for the memories Mr. Hope . 

Friday night we had a Dixieland Jazz Band and Mr. Bob Hope. Saturday 
night we had Mikolasy! 

Representing the Air Force Surgeon General's (Lt/Gen. Miller) Office this 
year was Brig. General Michael Torma. Director of Professional Affairs and 
Quality Assurance. General Torma "worked the troops" and got to know us 
during his stay at the Round-Up. He's a super gentleman and we will see 
him again in the future. 

Those who joined this year's festivities were: 

Bill Aldrich 
James & Norma Arthur 
Don Ayers 
Earle & Kate Briggs 
Willie Clark & Marty Fock 
Butch & Julia Cobb 
Ed & Jeannie Dabbert & Ed Jr . 
Ralph & Dolly Dresser & family 
Frank & Barbara Eliott 
Gary & Phyllis Ferguson 
Ed & Ann Fitzpatrick 
Jack & Bobbie Gentry & family 
Millard & Carmen Gorman 
Lee & Bobbie Harrison 
Charlie & Beth Hubbs 
Jim & Mona Kahl 
Pearl Ketzel 
Bill & Shirley Knoethe 
Jack & Beverly Langhorne 

News of Cowboys Around the World: 

George Lathrop & Betty Lewis 
Ed & Louise McGee 
Roger & Eleanor Meekins 
Mick & Debbie Mikolasy 
George & Margaret Miller 
Russ & Billie Mohney 
Al & Emily Nicolas 
Arthur Reese 
Bill Rhodes 
Bud Robinson 
Wilbur Robinson 
Pappy & Moe Rothermel 
Mike Shuppert 
Jack & Marilyn Spey 
Pete & Kathy Spivey 
B/Gen. Michael J. Torma 
Keith & Toni Yale & family 
Gary White 
Dr. Bill Wolfe 

Andrus (Andy) Kiboddeaux. Lafayette. LA: Andy is still flying for 
an air service in Oil Patch. LA. Thanks Andy. 

Marvin C. Zeph. Troy. NY: Marvelous Marv sends his best to all. 

Art McConnell. San Juan Capistrano. CA: 1989 was the first year 
in at least ten that Art could not make the Round-Up due to commitments 
in Colorado Springs. but we expect him next year. 

Huqh L. Scott. Ft. Wayne. Indiana: Hugh is a program manager with 

Magnavox in Ft. Wayne. He reports seeing Patches at Wright-Pat and she 
"looks great". Thanks Centurion! 

Francis (Griff) Griffin. Dublin. OH: Griff's also a new Centurion 
and reports that it will be a while before Patches is reconditioned and 
housed inside. (The Association is aware of that fact and will continue 
to work for that time table to be moved up.) Thanks Griff! 

Burton M. Kelloqq. Charleston. SC: Burt is still with Merrill Lynch 
"buying high and selling low." He correctly ID'ed the photo in the last 
newsletter as Bien Hoa '68. 



Tim Cafferty, St. Charles, MO: Since retirement in 1975, after 28 rears, 
Marlen has had triple bypass surgery, received his Bachelors in business 
and then a MBA from the U. of Southern Miss. After a recent heart attack 
he was advised to c'10S6 his' 'a'ccounting busiIi):6ss. 'Marlen has obviously not 
let the grass grow under his feet since retirement from the USAF. One 
expects it's not happ~ning now either. Thanks Marlen! 

" ,MilSeTHaitson/'Trussvile, AL: Mike, SM/SGT(RET) and former Flight 
Engineer cinAir ,Force One is working for FAA and sends his best t() all. 

Verne D. Uhler, Knob Noster, MO: Verne continues to stay in tOUCh. 
He has traveled from Alaska, Cancun, MX, Hawaii - but was unable to make this 
year's reunion. Maybe he can make it in October 1990 -- the Ranch's 25th! 

Bob Norton, Grafton,OH: Bob sends his best to all Cowboys. 

Gerald Cornell, Lake City, PAl RH VN "Original Ranch Hander", Gerald 
was the earli,est Flight Engineer in the Ranch and also a Centurion." Thanks 
Gerald! , 

Rol;fD, Eagleson (66-67), Sacramento, CA, Rolf expressed his thanks 
to the Associ'tion for "keeping us together". He is proud to -march with 
the Centurions"~ "Paul Knese - get the hell in step - Sir!" 

MilesE.Burgenheim, Quartz Hill, CAl Miles works with Rockwell Int. 
and his work takes him on the road, both in and out of country. Welcome 
Miles, to the ranks of the Centurions. 

James R.'Slay, Camp Springs, MD: Dick also jo.ined the ranks of the 
Centurions. Thank you sir! 

James L. Tanner (66-67), Midwest Citv, OK: Jim is now a Centurion 
and his support is greatly appreciated. 

Robert J. (Bob) Dyer, Gilroy, CAl Robert is l2i9. in the commercial 
real estate business in the South Bay area, owning and operating shopping 
centers, handling industrial real est a te, etc" Bob advi ses any Rancheros 
passing thru, to give him a call. Thanks Centurion! 

Jim Bassett (M/SGT(Ret), Universal City, TX: Jim served in the Ranch 
in 1965 and recalled recently that that unit was "the best damn unit in 
S.E. Asia!" Jim is in the house building business in Universal City and 
hopes to make the 1990 Round-Up. He sends his regards to all. ~hanks" 
Centurion! 

SMS Lloyd Hammerstrom, Grand Forks, ND: "Tooker", as he 'was known in 
Vietnam, in referring to the Ranch - "is indeed a large and memorable part 
of this kid". "The Ranch esprit de corps has never been topped in any of 
my 13 PCS moves." Thanks Lloyd! 

Lee Inman, Orlando, FL: Centurion Lee quit working for the USN and 
sails his Catalina 27' at Merritt Island. Lee had planned to join us in 
October but attache friends from Bogota dropped in unexpectedly. Thanks 
Centurion and see you in Oct. '90! 

Robert Dennis, Yakima, WA: Bob has,'; joined the ranks of the Centurions 
and, while absent at reunions since 196),7; he hopes to make it in 1990 for 
the 25th annual bash. Thanks Bob! 

No words, but contributions or address changes from the following; 

John T. Parish, Niceville, FL 
Richard M. Kenny, Ft. ,M~·ers, FL 
Keith C. McDonald, Henderson, NV 
John J. pietenpol, Santa Rosa Beach; ,A1\'L 
James W. Taylor ,'Edeh, doT" , 
Kurt Bibb, N. Richland Hill,TX 
Edward C. Brown ,A-l~exandrJ,a ,; VA 
James D. Maddrey,: Larg'o ,'~,t,; 

Da n i e 1 G e rIa c h ',1J,'~,', d,.~, ,,'11,:, """Ii, Tf,,','f,!', 1($,,"', ,','," ' Wilfred J. Slad~~,:,~'(l(I'l,l!>~!,PJ;;CAj 
Gary L. Powell ,Seattl~, m,,;', 
Floyd W. HeffneJ;";!;!~~'r.~arG\~!'"t! 
Raul Gamboa, Fre'en,or 'iC~"",!/!Ii,' 
John J. Beoddy ,Rosesvill't¥~:;,:~i 
Robert Rand, HawleYiPA "~ 
Randal D. Custard,' Fr1ends'!4'(')od, TX 

/ 

'c' ") "~'." 



LIEUTENANT GENERAL CLAUDIUS E. WAITS III 

In August, 1989 Lieutenant General Claudius 
(Bud) Watts II I r e ti red from the United States Air 
Force to assume t he duties as the 17th president of 
The Citadel, hi s alma mater, in Charleston, SC . 

General Wa t t s se r ved as a pilo t wi th Ope r at i o n 
Ranch Hand from De c e mber 1967 until December 1968 . 

As Comptroll e r of the USAF, his last command , 
he achieved the hi ghest position of any vete r an 
Cowboy . Gener a l Wa t ts graduated from pilot train­
ing in 1960 and logged more than 7 ,000 hours flying 
time during his Air Force career . But Bud didn't 
allow "cloud dust" t o clog his afte r burner . He 
attended the London Sch ool of Economics as a 
Fulbright scholar and ea r ned a Maste r s degr ee in 
Business in 1967. 

General Wa tts c ompleted S . O. S. , Command and 
Staff a nd Wa r Coll e g e by 1978 . After completing 
a spe cial prog ram a t Harva r d for senior managers in 1 983 , he c ontinued up 
the Air Force cha in serv i ng in high ranking position s in MAC until h e was 
assigned as senior mi l i tary assistan t to the deputy sec r eta r y o f defense, 
Washington, DC. 

General Watts' c hal l enges a r e many as he leads The Ci t adel i n t o a 
new decade; but one can be assured t ha t hi s past no t abl e a ccomp li s hme n ts 
have prepared him wel l for th i s new challenge . We a ll wi sh General Watts 
an d his family the very best in thei r new ca r eer. 

Name These Cowboys: 

The aerial pho t o in the last newsletter was Bien Hoa 1968. Many of 
you were correct . Now , na me these Cowboys : 



Centurions: 

When Rome controlled the politics and the economy of the then known 
world, the Centurion commanded 100 good men supporting the Empire and its 
cause. Over the years, Operation Ranch Hand has h~d its Centurions, those 
contributing $100.00 or more in ~ single contribution. The Centurions as 
of December 1989 are: . 

Bill Aldrich 
Dick Alexander 
James Arthur 
Chuck Avery 
Jim Bassett 
Ed Blaufuss 
John Brady 
Ken Bramble 

.. Miles Burgenheim 
Paul Cecil 
Peter J. Clark 
Gerald J. Cornell 
Bob Cruts 
Ed Dabbert 
Robert Dennis 
Jon Dudenhoeffer 
Robert Dyer 
Ted Encke 
Rolf Eagleson 
Art Erickson 
Jack Gentry 
Hank Good 
Frank Griffin 

Commander: 

James (Geech) Hamilton 
James Hancock 
Robert Hanson 
Lee Harrison 
Charlie Hubbs 
Col. Carl D. Hughes 
Lee Inman 
Burton M. Kellogg 
James Kelly 
Ronald Kempfer 

Money: 

Paul Knese. 

Bill Knothe 
Jack Langhorne 
George Lathrop 
vito Longo 
Col. Robert Marshall 
Gerald Martin 
Donald J. Maxwell 
Charles Meadow 
Dick Meadow 
Lawrence McCarthy 
Art McConnell 
Ed McGee 
Mick Mikolasy 
George M. Miller 
Roger Meekins 
Ed Mucho 
Russ Mohney 
Stan Nelson 
Dick Peshkin 
James "Pooch" Pochurek 
Don Rayment 
Bud Robinson 
Gary Runey 
Carl M. Schelin 
Hugh L. Scott 
James Slay 
Pete Spivey 
Rex Stoner 
James L. Tanner 
John R. Thomas 
Hal Underhi 11 
Lt./Gen. Claudius E. Watts III 

For twenty-five years the Ranch Hand Vietnam Association has had 
one primary objective; that of keeping in personal contact with as many 
veterans of Operation Ranch Hand as possible, while keeping alive the 
same esprit de corps that existed during our service in Vietnam. The 
Association relies on personal contributions from Cowboys to pay for 
newsletters and postage, and to reduce the cost of annual reunions. 
Donations, large and small, from each of us has allowed the Association 
to function to date. No monies are paid the writers, envelope stuffers, 
stamp and envelope lickers or any of the many volunteers. The Association 
needs ciontinued contributions, small or large, to continue. There is 
currently $1,535 in the fund--before the cost of this newsletter (approx. 
cost $560). Please remember the Association. We all make it happen! 



Reunion 1990: 

The 25th Annual Reunion of America's Aerial Defoliators will be held 
in October 1990 in Ft. Walton Beach. Remember to make' a note and plan now 
for the First Quarter Century Get-Together on October 5, 6 and ~ 199n 
Plan ahead Cowboys, and let's make the 25th the very best. Plan now! 

Well Cowboys, it is time to "spray off". Keep those cards and 
letters coming in to be shared by all. 

And a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year to all. 

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(904)243-5696 

To the Ranch, 

d
~/:;'~l 

// c]{ Spey, Pres.fdent 
Ranch Hand Vie?nam Association 


