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Mr. Mike Shuppert
Dear Cowboys:
I sincerely apologize for being so silent during 1993. Thfs has been a

hectic year. This late announcement of the reunion is a testament to my
weakness. It will not happen again. No excuses gentlemen! )

Reunion 1993

The 28th Annual Ranch Hand Reunion will be held on 8, 9 10 October 1993
in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida at the Ramada Beach Resort Okaloosa and.
Finalize your plans now and call Marilyn _or Jack Spey #t 004-243-5696)for

reservations and special requests. e RamadaT™s-gele r famil
business needs while you are here i§ 904-243-9161. A schedule of ents will
be provided at the front desk upon ¥y arriv Friday, 8 October}

Robert Lee Harrison : ﬂ ' C*M uxy ILCr-L ff‘ﬂ’gf"'?

Some sad news to report. On 8 September 1993 Lee Harrison passed away at
his home in Wagener, SC. Lee will always be remembered as a stalwart supporter
of the Ranch, and a good friend. He will be deeply missed by all of us. On
behalf of the Association, flowers were sent to Bobbie and their family.

Association Funding

The Ranch Hand Vietnam Association currently has $2750.00 in the bank prior
to the cost of this newsletter and the reunion.

Please send your letters and greetings to be shared at the Round-TUp in
October and to be in the newsletter forthcoming right after the reunionl
Make plans to join us now! For reservations remember, call the Speys at
904-243-5696.

Ranch!

ack Spey. President
Ranch Hand Vietnam Assocliation

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Drive

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
904-243-5696
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Mr. Mike Shuppert

Dear Cowboys & Friends of the Ranch:

Reunion 1994

The 29th Annual Ranch Hand Reunion will be held on 14, 15 and 16 October
1993 in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida at the Ramada Beach Resort on Okaloosa
Island. Finalize your plans now and call Jack Spey at (904)243-5636 for
reservations and special requests. (The Ramada's telephone number for
family /business needs while you are here is 904-243-9161). A schedule of
events will be provided at the front desk upon your arrival on Friday,

14 October.

Association Funding

The Ranch Hand Vietnam Association currently has $2,300.00 in the bank
prior to the cost of this newsletter and the reunion.

Please send your letters and greetings to.be shared at the Round-UP in
October. Make plans to join us now! For reservations remember, call the
Speys at (904)243-5696.

To the Ranch!

7 d
/- ak /4‘/ e/
ident

‘  Jack Spey, Pr
Lo Ranch Hand Vietnam Association

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association /!
850 Tarpon Drive

Ft. Walton Beach FL. 32548

(904) 243-5696
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Mr. QGary White
Dear Cowboys, Cowgirls & Friends of the Ranch,

Reunion 1995

The 30th Annual Ranch Hand Reunion will be held on 6, 7, and 8 October 1995
in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida at the Ramada Beach Resort on Okalcocosa Island.
Finalize your plans now and call Jack or Marilyn Spey at (904}243-5696 for
reservations and special requests. (The Ramada's telephone number for
family/business needs while you are here is 904-243-9161.) A schedule of events
will be provided at the front desk upon your arrival on Friday, 6 October.

This year's reunion will be attended by the 1J.S. Air Force Surgeon general,
Lt. General Edgar Anderson, as well as key members of the staff of the Air Force
Health Study. They will be available to answer questions regarding'the latest
Morbidity Report resulting from the medical examination at LaJolla in 1992,/1993.
This year, 1995, is also the l0-year anniversary of the Ranch Memorial at the
Hurlburt Air Park.

The Last Rancheros:

During the ten year history of Operation Ranch Hand's distinguished seryice
in Southeast Asia, approximately 1285 men served in Vietnam's most famous unit
with great pride and dedication to help this nation achieve its militarz
objectives during that conflict. Of thos original airmen, seven are currently
(June 1995) serving our country. They are:

Colonel Richard N. Galloway Colonel Woodrow Wilson, Jr.
Colonel David V. Nowlin. - . . L/Colonel John A. Stroup :
Colonel Thomas A. Stevenson. ‘ Chief Master Sergeant James D.:Neal

Colonel Richard D. Tebay
Coionel Joseph {(Joe) Chestnut:

In 1965, Joe Chestnut was a pilot with Operation Ranch Hand at Tan Son Nhut
A.B. (Saigon). Following his tour with the Ranch, Joe was transferred to
Hurlburt Field, FL as a instructor pilot. 1In 1970 Major Joe Chestnut volunteered
for Project 404, the USAF advisory group to the Royal Lao Air Force, under the
Air Attache's Office. After transition in the T-28D, he was assigned as the
A.0.C. Commander at Luang Prabang, Laos. In October of 1970 Joe's aircraft
was lost. Attempts were made to search the crash scene, and attempts were made
to determine his fate. However, enemy opposition prevented final resolution
and Joe was carried MIA. In August of 1994, a U.S. recovery team in Laos
obtained additional information leading to a major effort in April 1995 to
resolve his status. A large team was deployed to the crash location, and after
excavation and extensive recovery efforts, Colonel Joe Chestnut's remains were
recovered and positively identified.




Col. Joseph Chestnut.w1ll b
Pensacola, FL, .with full ‘i _
For more information call J Pey.at. 904

Mrs. Carolyn Chestnut,:C/: Ja“k ‘Spey, 850 3

?Condolences may "be sent to
_Ft “Walton Beach, FL 32548.

... Henry ‘Hﬂl‘lk_’ Ketchum Good,73 - Lt/Col. Hank Good:

. Henry “Hank”. ond Lieutenant and earned hls covet- Earlier this summer we received
e | 8 e 24 pllot wings. m%ﬂﬁ,ﬁgmmhﬁ sad news from Col. Frank Almeter's wife
14, 1996, after suffer- - ‘him from the Arctic Circle to the jun- Diane regarding the passing of Hank
ing a’'stroke while gles of Southeast Asla. He flew more CGood.
skiing on The Big‘ than 300 combat missions in support
Moumaln : of the war efforts in Vietnam, During . . \
Hewasthersonof * his career, he flew more than 40 types. Hank was very active in his
a, ploneer family of aircraft. Military decorations communi
who settled in the ‘include the Legion of Merit, Distin- sta :rd;12££‘r2ngc)%‘ldt;ra\frill:er » and he
Flathead in 1883. ‘gulshed Flying Cross, ‘Meritorious b4 in € ying game. To

The family’s log-,......cs.. . . . Service Medal and 12 Alr Medals. In Quote a good friend, "The good Lord

tgliggsocfemlg;:{n:? ﬁ:r ﬂ:am; ye:!:-s 19{1 héorletlre;i ﬁ'!:lmhthe Aér]ﬂomi:s threw away the pattern after He made
ontractor for the -+ a onel and he and his wife ‘ " : ;

Somers mill, floating logs from the ...returned to thelr. home in northwest Ha.lnk : We appreciate hearing from you

Stillwater area and providing the Montana y Diane.

Great Northern Railway wlth their .- - Upon his return, he was active in

railroad ties, * - s the Kalispell business community

He was born in Spoknne on May ‘and was a founding member and first
_12, 1921. He attended Whitefish and president of the Kallspell Develop-
'Kalispell schools and graduated from ‘ * ment Corporation. He served on the

Flathead County Hlgh School in 1939. - executive board since its inception in
At that time he married Jeanne E 1978, He belonged to numerous n'ater-
Johnson R nal organizations. :

"He earned a bachelor 3 degree at ‘Survivors-include his wife at the

the University of Iowa in 1949, His fhmily home in Kalispeli, sons Henry
higher education had been temporar- i+ Kerry Good and Hugh Craig Good,
ily interrupted in 1942 when he and eight grandchildren. .
‘enlisted as an Aviation Cadet in the ' At his request, a wake in his honor
"Army-Alr Corps. This was the begin - was held at the Qutlaw Inn on Satur-
~ning of .a distinguished mllltary day Cremation has taken place
career, spanning more than 32 years. under direction of Johnson Mortu
In 1944, he was commlssioned a Sec-  ‘ary.

Association Funding:

The Ranch Hand Vietnam Association currently has $2,341.00 in the bank
prior to the cost of this letter and the -1995 reunion. :

Please make donations to the Ranch Hand Vietnam Association. Newsletter
mailing costs are approximately $555.00.. Postage alone is $320.00. The
Association needs our continued financial help.

Please send your letters and greetings to be shared at the Round-UP in
October. Make plans to join us now! For reservations remember, call the

Speys at(904)243-5696.

.To the Ranch!

ack Spey, President
Ranch Hand Vietnam Association

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Drive

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
904-243-5696
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Dear Cowboys & Cowgirls,

On 4 October 1995, Hurricane Opal "clobbered" Ft. Walton Beach, Florida,
forcing the cancellation of the 30th Annual Reunion. With a storm surge of
fourteen feet, Okaloosa Island went awash. One mile of Highway 98 between
FWB and Destin was destroyed, the Officer's and the NCO's Beach Clubs were
destroyed, and the hotels and condos on the beach were put out of commission.
puring the past ten months, the rebuilding has progressed.

The Ramada Inn invested 10 million dollars to rebuild and refurbish, and
it is better than ever before.

This year's Cowboy Round-Up will be on October 11/12/13 at the Ramada Inn
in Ft. Walton Beach. Please call Jack or Marilyn Spey at 904-243-5696 to make
reservations. We will book you in again in "A" wing. The hospitality room
will open Thursday, 10 October.

The Association has obtained a source for C-123 models, along with
ordering information, that will be on display.

See you all in October!

To The Ranch!

/”'l( C’K— W

Jack Spey, President

[ ,Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
v

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Dr.

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
904-243-5696
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Mr. Mike Shuppert

Mr. Qary White

Ole' Rancheros,

This is our first attempt at getting the RanchHand news out to all of you since the 1996
October Reunion. We are still ahead of the power curve, although some changes have
occurred. President Jack Spey and his strong co-pilot have their hands tull caring for
Marilyn's ailing parents in Utah. Their address is 1839 Mojave Dr.,Salt Lake City, Utah,
84116. Phone # 801-596-7348. Pete Spivey & Russ Mohney are working together to bring
you the up to date, past & current news on Ranch happenings and info on the 1997
Reunion, If you failed to make the "96" you missed a good on¢. As you know, Hurricane
Opal wiped out the 1995 Reunion and most of Holiday Isle, but, things were back to
normal for our 1996 gathering. We had a tumout of about 100 (attendees list attached).
The Saturday evening affair featured L.t.Col.Sandy Zelnick, USAFMC from the Surgeon
General office and Dr. Joel Mechalek, PHD from Brooks Army Hospital. They discussed

- Health Study results and other info regarding Agent Orange. Bombarded with questions
from the floor they handled themselves well & were eased over the tough spots by Dick
(Curley) Peshkin who cracked a few jokes. A good time was had by all. We auctioned off
a C-123 model and Pappy Rothermel won the final bid for a "wad" of money! More on
how to order the model] at the end of the newsletter. Another highlight of the evening was
the auctioning of a C-123 ball cap, won by Kelly Pepe, one of the daughters of
RanchHander (now deceased) Jack Gentry. His family is always well represented, a great
tribute to Jack! The Ranch is like an extended family for most of us. Lee Harrison's
widow Bobbie, came with her new husband Lyman Cook, whom we promptly made an
"honorary" Ranchlland. Welcome L.yman! The reunion has grown into a family
occassion, and it is great to see your buddies and their families at least on an annual basis.

At the board meeting we addressed the status of "Patches”. A review of the program
has it scheduled for restoration in 1998. We had hoped 1o get it into the '97 program but it
just couldn't be worked into the contactors schedute. Keep this in mind because we may
want to schedule the 1998 Reunion in the Wright/Patterson area (the museum is well
cquipped to handle these type events) to dedicate the Old Bird. "Patches” gave the
environmentalists some serious gas pains-to put it mildly! However, after spending several
thousand dollars on clean up, it now passes muster and is certified safe for the contractor
personel to work on.

Now for some info on this years reunion. The dates; October 10-12. The place;
Ramada Resort , I't. Walton Beach,Fl. The attendees; YOU!! We would like to make this a
super reunion, the best one yet. Bring along your "War Stories”. It might be fun to have a



contest to see who can tell the best on¢ from the days in Nam. {gotta be believeable).
Another item of interest, Jim Pochurek (Nam 65-67) and a group of four other (younger)
Vietnam vets shipped their Harleys to Vietnam and gunned it up the RT.# 1 coastal road
fl'Oﬂ:l Saigon to Hanoi. The Natl. Geographic Society documented this event, so you may
see it on your TV. Jim lived through it, but broke his leg around ITue' and didn't realize it
till he got back home to Tampa. The good news is the "get well” time allowed him to write
a-Pook, which he hopes to have published. We'll let him tell you all about it at the reunion
this October. Jim has agreed to make a presentation with all the sounds,lights, whistles etc.
Charliec Hubbs recently underwent major surgery, but he is mending and should be '
good as new soon. Get well Charlie! -
Finally,in closing, our ranks continue to become smaller. Lt.Col. William
. E.Mickolasy,Jr.(Mick), on active duty with the Air Force Reserve was fatally injured in an
automobile accident in February, ncar Kessler AFB,Ms., where he was stationed. The
Ranch made a donation to the Alzheimers Research Foundation in his memory.

We are holding a block of rooms, open on the courtyard side, so identify yourself as a
RanchlTander for hotel rates etc. The Ramada Inn Resort telephone number is 1-800-874-
8962 or 1-904-243-916. FAX # 904-244-5763. Please make your reservations with the
Ramada Inn. Pass the word around and lets have a great turnout for the 1997 Reunion!

To The Ranch!
WW Spivey

f[‘he C-123 mahogany model can be ordered thru Walt Cunningham, 50t Lincoln Dr.,
Ardington, Tx. 76006. The cost is $97.00. Tel: number 817-274-7464 or FAX 817-274~

9632 List of RenchHand 1996 Attendees
Bill Aldrich Art McConnell
Frank Almeter Roger & Eleanor Meekins
Jim & Marie Bassett William & Frances Meserve
Jack Brenneke Joel Michalek(speaker from Brooks)
Earl & Kate Bniggs Gorman & Carmen Miller

Bob & Linda Cain, plus 2 other couples Russ & Billie Mohney

Howard & Betty Carltont - Al & Emily Nicolas
Willie Clark, son Greg & friend Dick & Jackic Peshkin
Brice & Carol Connort Bill & Pat Pokluda
Lyman & Bobbie Cook Art Reese
Bud & Doris Day Bill & Lil Rhodes
Ralph & Dolly Dresser Robbie Robinson
Gary & Phyllis Ferguson Bud Robinson & his 4 girls
Ed & Ann Fitzpatrick Wilber & Jeaneen Robinson
Jack Gentry's Family Sidney & Chloe Rust
Theresa & Stan Ferguson Pappy & Mo Rothermel&sister Belle
Kelly & Mark Pepe Don Sawyer
Casey & Tino Reiger Mike Schuppert
James Hancock Jack Spey
Dick Haupt Pete & Kathy Spivey
Charlie & Beth Hubbs Neil Stroub
Peter Kitge Mike & Joan Topotoski
Bill & Shirley Konothe Dick Wagoner
David & Carol Jobe Richard Wolf
Gary Lahmon Jack & Marilyn Wolf
Roy & Nancy LeMaire Rill & Caroli Wolfe
Steve & Fay Lowe Sandy Zelnick (speaker)
Carl & Sandy Marshall - **Jack Gentry's daughter, Kelly Pepe ask
Bill & Lynnette McCabe us to include her address in here so she can keep in touch with

Jacks friends: 1107 Laurel Ave., Dothan, Al., 3630L.
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Dear Cowboys and Cowgirls,

In 1962, an unusual mission was begun in Vietnam to spray the foliage along lines of
communication to reduce the probability and severity of ambush, and to improve surveillance of
enemy areas. Thus, Ranch Hand was born, and for the next 9 years a level of comradery
developed that has seldom been seen in our nation’s military. And this closeness continues today
due, in part, to our continued service to the country by our participation in the Air Force Health
Study.

In 1966 the first gathering of Eagles (“Combat Crop Dusters”) was held at Randolph AFB. A
great time was had by the first 25 veterans of the Ranch; but we were informed by the Base C.O.,
“never to return!”,

This year the gathering of the World’s Dandiest Defoliators will be held on Oct. 8/ 9/10 1999 at
the Ramada Beach Resort in Ft. Walton Beach, FL. You will receive a schedule of events when
you check into the Ramada. The program will include the Friday night buffet (casual) near the
pool and your rooms, and the Saturday night sit-down dinner. The hospitality Room #1066 will
open at noon on Thursday the 7%,

<’i’lease call Manlyn or Jack Spey at: 850-243%01‘ your hotel reservations, and any special
needs oF TFeuests. Piease do not call ¢the Ramada direct (a smgle point of contact is necessary to
ensure an actual head count for meals, rooms, etc. )(E or your falﬁilyﬂ"nends, the Ramada ) phouej

(—uﬁﬁe‘mso-zﬂ -9161. 3 P s
SM/SGT Marshall B. (Pappy) Rothermel:

On 1 June 1999, Pappy Rothermel passed away leaving a wonderful family and hundreds of
friends in Lillington, North Carolina. (I always will consider Pappy to be First Sergeant of the
Ranch.) Pappy was a loving husband, father & grandfather, and was well respected and admired



by all who knew him. He will remain the Cowboy’s guardian angel.

MONEY; |

The Association currently has $3,769.00 in the bank. We continue to support the reunions by
covering costs of decorations, refreshments, music, the hospital room, postage, printing, and any
other additional expenses. Individual contributions are still needed to help cover our costs. Please
make checks payable to “The Ranch Hand Vietnam Assn.”

Send your news via cards or letters to be shared by all on the Reunion bulletin board

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. If you move/PCS, please advise the Association of your new address so
we can stay in touch.

This year’s reunion takes place on the same weekend (Oct. 8/9/10) and same city as the Air
Commando reunion. Please call Marilyn or Jack now so we can arrange for your needs.

Best wishes and “To The Ranch”

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association
850 Tarpon Dr.

Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548
(850-243-7634)



