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HOWDY COWBOYS, 

OUR REUNION LAST APRIL WAS A RJ,AL SWINGER AT FT WALTON BEACH. AT THAT TIME 
WE HAD 125 GOOD ADDRESSES FOR ABOUT 175 RANCH HANDS. TIiIS YEAR THANKS TO ALL 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

WHO HAVE WRITTEN IN AND THE AF TIMES ETC WE HAVE NAMES OF OVER 450 AND GOOD 
ADDRESSES FOR ABOU1: 375. 

IF THE STAMP FUND, ZEROX }lACHINE AND MY FINGERS HOLD OUT I'LL TRY '1'0 GET INFO 
TO YOU ON A MOllE FIlEQUENT BASIS. ATTACHED IS SOME OF THE INFORNATION I HAVE 
AVAILABLE. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION THE NEXT REUNION WILL BE HELD IN FT WAlil'ON BEACH ON 
AFRIL 29th 1972. BECAUSE THE RANCH HAS GROWN SO }lUCH I HAVE FOUND IT NECESSARY 
10 ASK HELP FROM AREA COORDINATORS. LAS~' n:AR WE HAD 14 AIRCRAFT FLY IN AND 
~JITH THI<; EARLY NOTICE THIS YEAR AND THE HELP OF SONE AREA TYPES VIE CJ!)ULD HAVE 
A MAX TURN OUT AND TURN ON. 

PLEASE CHECK THIS NEWIIS'r UP TO DATE ROSTER AND PASS IT AROUND (THERE ARE 
QUITE A FEW OLD ONES OU1') AND LETS FIND THE MISSING RANCH HANDS WHO SHO~I NO 
ADDRESS. ALSO, IF YOU KNml OF ANY COWBOYS NOT LISTED, PLEASE SEND ~jE THIER 
NAMES FOR ADDI'rION '1'0 THE MASTER ROSTER. 

I USUALLY HAVE MOllE INFO ON THOSE USTED ON A MASTER CARD FILE THAN IS SHOWN 
ON THE ROSTER. IF YOU NEED ANY ADDRESSES ETC, PHONE NUMBERS, DROP A LINE AND 
PLEASE TRY TO KEEP ME UP TO DATE ON YOUR ADRE;:lS CHANGES. 
LOOKING FORWARD 10 SEEING YOU ALL IN APRIL! 

TO THE RANCH)))) I 

RETURN SUP 

GRADE. ___ _ SSN, _______ _ 

-------, 

INTEND TO AT'VEND REUNION (YES)_ (NO) __ 

I (DO) (DO NOT) WISH TO RECEIVE FUHTHER RANCH MENOS 

ADDTIONAL NANES/ADDHESSES 



,I 

RANC~I t~ AWARDS 

AFOUA with V device 8 Mar 1965 - 30 Apr 1965 

AFOUA with V device 30 Jun 1965 - 9 Ju1 1965 

AFOUA with V device 15 Oct 1966 - 30 Apr 1967 

Presidential Un~t 21 Aug 1966 - 30 Jun 1967 
, 

Presidential Unit 21 Jan 1968 - 12 May 1968 

RVN Gallantry Cross w/Palm 1 May 1968 - 1 Ju1 1969 

Presidential Unit 15 May 1968 - 15 Apr 1969 

5 Campaign Streamers 

WELL OONE 

• 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR COWBOY COORDINATORSl 

HERE'S SOME FAST FIGURES FOR YOU: 
476 Total Ranch Hand names on roster 
129 No address 
425 Invitations sent 

51 Returned as wrong or no address 
165 Returned slips filled out 

WHICH ALL MEANS--- 2$2 Ranch Hands have not replied))) 

WE SHOULD CONE OUT IN THE AF TIMES ABOUT THt> TUIE YOU GET THIOl WITH THE CORRECT 
DATE: WHICH IS 29 APRIL 1972. I WILL TRY TO OVERCOME THIS LE'fIIARGY BY INCLUDING 
STAMPED AND ADDRESSE:D REPLY E:NVELOPES ON THE: FINAL ROLL OUT ABOUT 1 HARGH. THl!; 
BIGGiEST PROBlliM IS $$$$. 'fHIS MAIL THING IS OUT OF SIGHT WIlEN YOU ARI': 'fALKING 
16¢ per latter times 375 or so. HAVE RECEIVED ONE $10 CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THIS 
END SO FAR. 'PRECIATE IT. THE FUND IS LOW AND PETE AND I AR~; PUTTING A LITTLE; 
IN TH~ POT EVERY SO OFTEN. 

I'D APPRECIATE: IT IF YOU WOULD LOOK AT THE NH.'I1 ROSTE:R (THROW AWAY YOUR OLD ONE) 
AND TRY CONTACTING AS HANY COWBOYS AS YOU CAN FIND IN YOUR LOCAL AREA. ULL THEM 
I NEgD TH,;IR REPLIES TO START PLANNING ON HOW BIG A SHOW THi!: APRIL BASH WILL BE:. 
~iE NEARLY FILLlW THE ELKS CLUB LAST n~AR AND IF I NE';D A BIGG~~R ROOM WE MUST STAnT 
PLANNING NOW! 

WHIL~~ WE ARE ON THE PLANNING THING RIGHT NOW SONE OF THr; LARGER AND NEAI([<;R BASES 
HAY WANT TO CONSIDER RENTING A BUS 01( TWO OR THREE TO GET HERE. THERE AR!!: A GREAT 
NUMBEll OF COWBOYS AT McGUIfu" DOVEH AND CHARLESTON. THE AIRPLANE IS STILL THE 
ONLY WAY TO FLY AND GROUNDHORK ALONG THOSE: LINES SHOULD Bi£ CONSIDERW SHORTLY. 
I NEP;D TO KNO\~ WHO V,AY BE ABLE TO FLY IN SO RAMP SPACE CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE. 

ANY OF YOU THAT CAN BRING ANY KIND OF ORDERS (EVEN PERMISSIVE TDY ETC) WILL STAND 
A BE1"UR CHANCE OF GETrING PUT UP FEE:E DOWNTOWN THROUGH THE HURLBURT BOC!. 

AS FOR THE BASH ITSELF, BRING WIVES OR WHAT~;VER IF YOU WANT, BUT TIlE AGTUAl, 
SA'r NITE RONP WILL BE STAG ALL ELSE IS DUAL IF YOU WANT. 

WE' LL KEP~P YOU POSTED AS WE STAGGEI1 ON IN THE PLANNING. 

PLEASE KE!>!' );IE POSTED. 

THANKS 

CHAllLIE HUBBS 

TO THE: RANCH! 

--~--~T-l--'-----'--~ 
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I N8@ AREA COORDINATORS AU1'OVON 
NtmBERS(CONUS) 

If it isn't on the coord p8.r;e I 
don't have it. 

I 



YOU HAVE BJ~E:N SELEC'fED 

It's true, a committee of one (namely me) has reached the saturation point on 
running the Ranch from tre Eglin complex. I really need help badly. In order to 
bdng some sort of order from the chaos I have put together the most comprehensive 
and up to date list of Ranchers possible. I have aJso included the latest Ranch Honor 
Roll, all known Ranch awards and a list of super hyper qualified Cowboys to dde herd 
on local areas for me. 

As a local coordinator you can do worlds of good for the organization. For openers 
you can be the first to know that the date I sent out for the 72 reunion was wrong. It 
should have read last saturday in April 1972 (29th). There is no saturday the 24th - so 
nruch for 1971 calendars. Next, you can try contacting all Cowboys in your area and 
helping me get the replys I need so badly to keep the roster up to date. We now have 
428 known Ranchers (not counting dead & MIA) of which 100 still lack an address. I 
believe some are low rankers who probably left the service, but nanyare friends we know 
are around somewhere. 

Last year for the Reunion there was good news and bad news. My entire committee 
(transport, food, entertainment, housing etc) all went no-notice TDY the week of the 
reunion. For the good news we had 65 attendees and outstanding support from some great 
troops who rustled airplanes up allover the country - 14 aircraft in all from the four 
corners of the US. This year with alittle more coordination such as I'm stirring up 
6 months in advance, we can double or triple our attendance. 

I intend to advertise in the AF Tines and the AF Magazine again, but you also can 
help through your local dai ly bulletins. I will get a smaller version of the invite 
out to each member through the mails. This brings up a real tough problem. The cost 
of handling nearly 350 large letters such as this one is going to be even higher next 
year. I've found that if I don't put a return addressed envelope in the letter I get 
lower returns. However, can't afford to stamp them. I had nearly $150.00 in slush 
fund at end of reunion. Now have about $78.00. Any ideas on asking for a contribution 
of a buck from each guy to establish a 'cood foundation for larger numbers of letters 
to troops including the ability to send large items like the updated roster? 

If rumors persist and certain R&D things plus political views are continued we may 
find the Ranch back :in business - but not as defoliators. Too early to guess but how 
would you wipe out a zillion poppy plants on short notice? 

Pete Spivey (new LC) has given me outst,anding support and should be contacted 
anytime you can't reach me. Please note I do not have assurance alloof you can handle 
the area coordinators job for me, if not, please send me the address and name of another 
gung ho cowboy in your area. For example, some of you may have better jobs for hustlinr; 
aircraft ot' access to zerox machines and secretaries. Please note the whole damn roster 
and this letter are writ by me on a non-electric mot.her. However, we are up to date 
on known cowboys so lets fill in the blankS and everyone hustle just a 11 ttle. 

I know of no outstanding letters from you all in the field that ha'e not been 
answered. Drop a line if you need extra copies of Awards & Decs orders (Unit) etc. 
I usually have more info on personnel on the roster in a card file than shows on the 
roster. 

The Ranch was too unique to let it falter now and besides some of us ar,~ getting 
older and wi 11 need a real good excuse to cut out for a reunion in a few years. 

KEEP ME POSTED ~~~ 
TO THE [~NCH!!!!!!!! 

--,-------------,----



The RANCH HANDS, a truly unique Air Force unit wi I I hold their 6th annual reunion once again in Fort Walton Beach. The unit began operai"ions as a TOY detachment to SEA in 1962, flying UC-123 air­craft outfitted with spray booms to perform defol iation missions. This unarmed, 100 foot above the trees crop dusting type mission was so successful that by 1967 the unit was increased to squadron size. Hundreds of roads, trai Is and storage areas along the Ho Chi Minh trail were ferreted out, defol iated and rendered use­less to the North Vietnemese by these aircrews. AI I Ranch Hand crews were trained at Hurlburt Field and a great number are in the local area at this time. The excel lent results of this organization were not without losses. The Ranch Hands have been dubbed the "most shot at and hit Unit in Vietnam". Twenty-three crewmen were ki I led in combat and one of every three crewman received the purple heart for wounds. The Ranch Hand is no longer an active unit, but each year the 450 surviving members congregate in Fort Walton Beach for their colorful annual reunion. This years reunion wi I I be Saturday night, 29 Apri I, at the Elks Club on the Island. Businesses having display signs are urged to put a "Welcome Ranch Hands" message on their signs the weekend of Apri I 29th, as the Ranch returns once again to its birthplace. 

Charles H. Hubbs 
RANCH HAND Chairman 

~-~~~~~-~-----------.~--.~----



The R~.NCH H,Il.ND8, a truly unl-que AIr Force unIt w:i.ll hold the:ir 6th annual reunIon once aGain in Fort W"llton Be"lch. The unit begailm.oper"ltions as a TDY detachment to SEA in 1962 flyIng UC-123Ka1.rcraft outfitted wi.th spray booms to perform defoli"lt:ion missions. This unarmed, 100 foot above the trees crop dusting type misE:ion was so successful that by 1967 the unit was increased to squadr'on size. Hundreds of roads, trails and storage areas along the Ho Ohi Minh trail were ferreted out, defoli.ated and rendered useless to the North Vtetnemese by theee airdrews. All Ranch Hlmd crews were Icrained at Hurlburt Field and a [',reat number are In the local avea at this tIme. 'phe excellent res!llts of thIs organiijation were not wIthout losses. The Ranch Hands have been dubbed the "most shot at and hit Uni ti.n Vletnam" .lAf;. 23 crewmen were kllledin combat and ~'f't't'fH'I~#/~¢%/yf'ft'f/NY{#'f".j1 ' one of every three crewman received the purple heart for wounds. Th8 Ranch Hand is no longer an active unit, but each yelr the 450 surviving members congre:,ate in For't I.~alton Beach for thelr colorful annual reunion. This yeelr
" reunIon w:ill be Saturday nIght 29 April at the r"lks Olub on the Island •. JS·uslnesses having display sIgns are urged to put a "Welcome Ran'ch Hands" mesagge on theIr sip;ns the weekend of A.prH 29th as the Ranch retllrns once again to i;~ejl" birthplace. ,,.·s 
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