<Were you carried over?
<Yeaher
<It must have been a

<Yess it was 70 P.R.'s plus flying time. At that time

for four to six weeks.
<Were you actually doing spraying at the
had to stand up
We went up and flew for a coupLe of weeks on the river
out west of there.
They had the old
We went up and flew for a couple of weeks on
the river out west of Lonely there just using water
spray down and then the formation

sWwamps off of Langley

emergencies while your on target, and while
we were there the
insecticide and we sprayed Langley with
insecticides one or two mornings while we wefe there
Then we had another navy base
Norfolk Navy facility. We went over there and
sprayed some jnsecticide mosquito control
Then we went back to Hobarts, and we spent a week
or so back there
We didn't know this until we got halfway through

spraying in Langley that we were going to take a




observer on board supposedly that they were the facade
that they were responskible tﬁat the operation was under
their purview.
we had about four or five Little VYietnamese

two or three stripers that would ride in the backs, tough
Little guyss, we admired them all. They would ride in the
back and they would kind of Trege- augment

smoked outs or doing one thing or another.
<Were they in charge?
That's where the

<No, they weren't in charge.

got carried away

they'd go down and buy him a budha, and asked
them to wWear it something Like that is going to
help them out a Little bit and we weren't to turn down any
bets on any Budha
so we would wear the Budhas for them.

< what insignas would you use there.

<How many aircraft did you have in this period?
<Wells when I got there the had four airplanes.,
we had nine

we brought three airplanes over with




We went back to Harvards, and the problem was
so that they ﬁwouLd see
55 gallon drum in the back
using four cans
and when it was spray time
the aircraft was what we were
ho ARELEN L rpharfes that
bgyiaw modified the airplanes that had a 55 gallon drun
in the back with a onlit and hoses that Lled
up ' four turns an hour to the lLeft in order to
repLenﬁsh the oils but it was
in getting them to seal and hold ups that the air gases
was what we were.deLayed here with and they finally got
off three Qjﬂ birds ready, and in that time we had some
opportunity to think about heavy weight takeoffs which
nobody had ever made before in our groups a heavy weight
for that airplane. It seems like we were taking off around
62,000 or so
<Yeah
<The TO was §58, I think Lower that that
<Is that what you say?
<52 or 56. It seems Like we were going out there about
60. You says well why do that. Well, what we wanted to do
Wwas tor you knows if we had to have a problems we wanted
to have it in a safes, and not over the Pacifics so what
Wwe were going to do was fly non—-stop % from a@¥§?f «% Hobart to
McCullagh, which was our jumping—off spot. We had to go

under the second air delivery group once we got to McCullagh.




so we're going to wait and get all airplanes ready to qo
the same time and everything finally came up to standard

ordered everybody up and the first airplane

the first guy was going to get off and that was mysetf
and I was going to crawl back and tell them what it was
Like. Ha Ha.

<We did that. We divided up our crews.

We had 9
and after we got another one.
<We took off and flew and did cruise control technigues
to learn _ which we had very Llittle of.
S0 we bought 6
and we all started out and ohs we got
out in West someplace and one of the other planes

had a problem

we already got to McClennan that night

that we only had three idhavigators. HWe had to
alternate the navigators, at that timer we had 124, or
somewhere around there

and put them on board and there . wasn't

much a navigator could do. One airplane always hadsr that
was my airplanes all we had a radio bompass; and another one
we had set ons andi the third one we had
so we were going to fly

group wouldn't Llet us do that.




first airplane was taking off 5 minutes lLate, the second
airplane on times, and the third airplane five minutes

earlys, would be somewhere in the near vicinity of five,

‘which was about rights, and so we departed, and it took

us 19 1/2 hours. From to Miday, Midway to
Guapv and then Clark, and spent the night ;t
Clarks and two nights at Clarks by the time I got my time
clocks turned back arounds and th€n we went on to Vietnam
the next day. That brought us up to 7 s airplanes. By
the time I left in November of 66, we had 12 airplaness

and I guess Later went up 25 to 30. I don't know the other

<Had you Llost any planes while you were there?
<Yeah. We Llost one

| and Steve Eisner, and Junior
were operating one morning

Both guys were real shorts, statuesque small kind of guys.

they lLost the }building instead of the

airplane Llevel but it turned from 180 to 170
degreess and Paul said it would not be able to hold its wings
level to keep it from fallings and so he saw a Little an
clearing right ahead of him and pulled the engine back and
crash~landed it straight ahead and tore the right part of
the fusilage very badlyrand the airplane caught on fﬁre
Stevesr Eisners and Junior couldn't get Paul out of the
cockpit. They had to go outside

part of the fusilage had been broken open and




Paul was in pretty bad shape and low and beholds they crash-
Landed right at the foot of the - and our other
birds I wasn't in that flights, I xwas gone to Saigon at the
timer but our other birQJ d stayed with them

and the fighter

there were 7 marine helicopters. They weren't
too far from Ciullar the marine base, seven helicopters from
Ciulla were coming over for a fruitless
and they were all Lloaded
and they just went right in
like a John Wayne movie and grabbed these
3 guys off the ground and put them and put them in a helicopter.
They were on the ground not less than 5 minutes as I recall.
This was a beautiful stroke éf faiths and they took them over
to Ciullar and the hospital, and they had to take
to and then they had to come back to
the states
we lost a couple just after I Left.
<Honeys you just sit backs I'm iLP about to tell him about
that. We hads Tom Daviss was our first
$ by that time I guess
Tom took around
and then right after the first of the year in 1966,
5 or 6 others were over in Laos
and then about a month Later
and they had to fly about the ridgesr as I

understand its, somehwere in the central highlands




but it sounded to me Like he just stalled the
airplane and stopped 4it. I just that's about all the
recall I've got on these losses.
<What would you guess the frequency ' spra} at
this time. steady about thats, and we figured
We wWwere getting about one hit for every 10 rounds.
90% of the steps we were taking
cross=country
Saigons, and a couple of areas 6n the
river, some areas in Laoss where we get
but that was the predominance
automatic weapon
that's what we recall, I figured about one out

of tens, depending on what you could hear, and the number

about that timesr and the numbers that I seemed
to be using were between 50 and 60 quarts per month
on card precisely by a montha. My Llowest month
as I remember was around 40, and the highest Qwas 65 or 70.
Well, we had some miséions that you had about 30 or 40
holes in an airplane
usually somewhere between one, and maybe 5 or 6.
<Do you have boxes for thé
<We didn't have a group of colors. we.had the boxs, and then
the bags and we had a lot of guys had drawing
protectors and different guys hadese it Looked Llike a
German steel helmet that he wore
old World War II ﬁLaque. Year he had that

We didn't jmagination on that. The guys




were_Lookihg forward to that thing with the collar on it
but most of the stuff we had was just that old zipup
that had the Lace on the side. Some Whﬁg guys would sit
on another oner and then the in the back was
considered and then the Llow

seats, and then there was a nylon curtain which was
hung up in front of _ and then the 1/4" was
standard undeaneath the floor. We took out everything we
got the heaterss, and everything else to cut down
on the shrapg:¢r potentials but wé didn't have jets either
then, see. We had

really 66, when some of
were thinking of really cranking up this

defoliation program with regard to war zone C & D, and they
knew it was going to be a big requirement 1in numbers of
airplanes they could see this 25 airplane squadron .down the
road and the airlift quys were_cohplaining because the 123
but the 130's couldn't get or else they wouldn't
and a 123 could get down te 1500 feet, or 2,000 feet, so
they asked us to consider what other airplane we would find
useful for the spray mistingr, and we aj;ﬁ saids what Q are
our choices and they said how bout the BZ2B, or the B17.,
obviously big lLoads sprayed lLong level distancess, no
maneuverability considerations, menothing like that and we
and under that one mission there was two target areas more
than C & D might be all rights but certainly not the other

targets

<You mentioned Vietnam. You don't take much fire

out of there. That's what I was trying to think of.




<It wasn't a higher plane though? /
Benw O
<We took 2 airplanes and went through the VeRzae Der\Bass

Pass and the Aﬁ; fighter guys didn't think that they would
get there if we think we can, we can do it &M our

ways and our way., and our way is one surprise

something is coming off.
When asked what we wanteds we say B-57,
hard to come back out because we heard
they Wwere there
and get their attention while We scottered
on out
and B~57's came to do their thing
and wanted them right onr, and our guys
two guys and they got out alright.
<What kind of support were at that time?
<In countrys, at that timer, we had about 5 or 6

of and we had one squadron that had

adg/?he g\ gu W

one or two other up at Pen Wah, and those
guys were such fast movers and they stayed a very short time
and they were kind of Limited because they were numbers
availabler and we finally had to say

talked out and worked out tacticss, etc., which
we dide Ye worked much better after that
<You didn't have a technical manual from headquarters?

<Nor nor did they supporting us.




<So we got together
Inaudible

worked out real good
because they had 20 minutes
so we have had to adjust our mission accordingly»s

we couldn't mess around. We had one or two passes

that we could rely on but we worked out very well
some of them. They wWwere most helpful to us west of Saigon
about 15 miles, West we called itr and they gave
us a super drive. They really saved us a couple of times
when guys have had |
< therapy?
<Nor that was a little more northwest. I'm not talking about
southwest

actually about 12 to 15 miles west of
Our favorite airplane who worked with us was the E-1,
because they could be compatible with uss they had a large
Load and a lLong amount of time
and they did a good job. We also had the B-57 for some of
the same reasonss, and we developed a great rapport with the
Red Bird and Yellow Bird Squardrens out of
When the Aif r Force came alongsr we didn't-useltwo many
and they were pretty fast movers. DF-4's uwe

used, some Marine A-4's that were used and if our fighters
didn't show ups, or had u>ap been diverteds they had to send

in another set of fighters to uss, then they might show up

]




with a 2,000 pound bomb

We had some 105's once or twice over in Laoss, and
they were

and let's sees what else did we do

we tried to get on every ﬁission that we could
to tag along with us. We couldn't get them in some of the
areas up north, and we couldn't get the airport to recognize
our needs if we had any trouble in $0¢U selling it to the
army
where they wanted us to trail for

they knew they had a regiment down there somewhere and
they came to us and asked us to go down along the
River and along and see if we could find out where
they were mainly Llocated

some 14 ships down there along the

we'd get about 380 of them

on that operation down there aymd™~ and some very exciting
moments. But that covers the as I recall it on
fighter eweoTr™ escort. There was a period right after
General got there and took over
Air Force about the second week along when he looked and
he saw these four flights of fighters dedicated every morning
to protecting a 123 Operations and he saids "what is this?"
Get those off of mesr and suddenly one morning we were

and no #ig#ai fighters. At that time

was Bob Simpson

and said "Here's the problem.™




< Not on every missions but certainly the ones that
we recognized to have it and I'd Like to go up and
he said alright 'so they got an appointment
was there and was -therers and at that time.
Gordie Grahams who was the DA of 7ths was theres and Simpsons
and I, and Ehringer and didn't understand what we were doing
and then he said
and I saids "well Lobkr we can grade
our targetss Ar Bse Cr, and Dsr A would be a target that we
would have to pre-strap was just too hot
so far as it was not going to help us that huch
1'd gfve him some exampless and I showed him the
results of why I was there.
| I described the iﬂ}ﬁlpénd spent about 30
minutes with charts and then B targets would be ones that
we knew were hots, but we didn't expect such to make
the mission the completion of the mission
that it we would probably expend =¥ ordinance in
the g9 target area based on our based on our
and every progress would be known as € type targets and we
would say that we don't think
we have not expressed
that we were too chicken to go in there without
having éomebody hold them high and dry without
The Last categoery was Like the -Saigen
River where we'd go down and use it as a h‘idumping grodnds
that we would recognize
Qﬂh cover and protection

allow us to get in and allow us to get out




to divert their attention with of numbers

get the helicopters in there to get our side

out after we were for some time. I was able to
get 1in and so on. He got thats and he asked
us to try one « He asked us to try on our

class D & C type targetss, to lLlet him give us
out of Pen Wah .type of alert to get up theres

and I Wy said "we'll try it

we took a target up north of Saigon about 40

miles and the first we had 3 airplanes

some 40 to 45 minutes and I went back to
and I said "you know this was pretty close to Saigon.
and even closer to Pen Wahs where the fighters came out of.,
and I don't understand ‘that 40 minutes
because they were supposed to be off the
ground s and the fLyihg time up there was 5 to 10,
but he said he didn't understand that
here it is right here, and he found out I was
right, so thaf g caused me to take some other action, and
for the balance of my time theresr we had to use a Llittle
judgment on the batch of targets that we hadr, and for the
way that we planned out our targets and all with the numbers
of people . We weren't that big an operation
as applied to those 7 to 12 airplaness the way we would do
it is one navigator would have a series of different pﬂ#?#
targets and one pilot would have a certain

group of targets and he would designate with the pilot Lights$




<on «When I first got there
we had 15 pilots and we had 7 airplanes, so that means that
we flew airplanes and onLy had one spare parts and
so that worked out pretty good. While we had young guyses
initially, there were only two of us that were Majors.
just and myself, and the Russ had been a
Commander when I got thené

and most of our guys wWere Captains .

and from a broad range

and. a couple of the 121 guys.  From across

the boards guys and not tco many fighter auys
but we worked out a system where a guy would start
out in the right seats and get about 5 missions in the rights
and they we'd get five hissions in the Left seat to get
qualified and then he would keep rotating between their
seatsa If a guy .
in that way both guys

<Do you agree with the comments some of the people have
made that this was not a one-man airplane
<Well., it depends on.what you were

doing

on a situation where the guy

and I didn't notice it
because of the way you had to wrestle the airplane

around. Every guy thinks to do a good job, it took a two-

man teams, and I stress that word '"team'" because I, myself,




situation where the guy
and I got preoccupied and
and I didnit notice it
going again.
<We found that teamwork was found to be the best thing
where a guy could concentrate on the one element of
airplane contreol but obviously
but this was admissiona
they we would go up to
and repeated the process in the -
and we had a good crop
but we_didn't have a co-pilot per se.
<Everybody did everything?
<Everybody did their share of the Lload.
<At the point I left I guess it was September of 1966,
the first non-volunteer guys |
and I use that term only to make
the first couple of ¥wm guys, they could get 5 guys in
the_first grdup
three of them were super
two of them didn't fly the first week.,
and they didn't want to fly at all
and I asked them to fly with us for a week
and if they still felt that wavys, to let me know
and he definitely didn't want to stayvs, and we

had guys in their commander outfit who wanted to finish

out their tour with us for example was one




of those guys that flew about 6 or 8 months
he also went home early since he was wounded in
but the experience'LeveL
but the ' in the outfit brought a
comrady and a spirit

<Y Do you feel that the Commander, the leading figure

<o I don't & think they did. I think they got their
usual briefings, and so ons I'm not sure that some of them

wanted to knows We tried very hard to keep a very cloistered

atmospheres the physical setting of : lend
itself to that. We were in the Vietnamese squardron
area _ : and some other Little airplanes

and _ s and We Wwere physically located

in their area. In order for anyone to get it, we all had

Vietnamese = You could Look from here to that motel

over there a 100 feet aways which was where. his Landing
path was and his house was right there
and right outside
complex SO0 We wWere
kind of inside the first level but not in the last s level
s0 the guys in the wing couldn't fit in down

there unless we s escorted them, which was good in

<Was this reLéted where the ranch got associated with
the purple

< Some of my -That was already there.
It started off back in 1964, I quess % or 1965, before

65, when reportedly the story is that he had




formation with us, and so on

he was impresseds and offered a
<bid any of that afrcraft.support come from Vietnamese?
<Nor as I recall once or twice we had
that were offered to us, and I can't say that
we ﬂﬂ-accepted it By and larges we tried to keep it
within
<

<That's what we were concerned about

Inaudible

if we weren't more than 5 or 10

minutes, but more than that

<Sometimes they would and sometimes they wouldn't.
.<We kind of ran the show. They just what
time they's be there, Wwe'd set up the remdea®es. rendezvous
with the : and the fighters and then we all went over
the frequency that we wanted dependent on whether we wanted
supﬁlies or not. If we wanted suppliess, we knew about where
We were goings we knew_the target areas we'd tell him that
we were going to be here
especially some of those areas

along the coast there where

so if we were off a couple of clips this ways or
that wayr, it didn't.make much difference

on some of the targetk




just a few meters here or there

whether or not we always precisely hit the target

I can't say wWe wWwere ever in doubt that we hit the target

<Did you ever run when they tried the

effectiveness of going at a2 reduced spray

<Yeah., RMP on the  Mmotors
whether.it was a gallon and a half an acres or 3 gallons
an acre. We varied that on different things
tests were and so on to see what effect it
hades 3 gallons an acre
my memory is a Little fuzzy on that. It seems
Like it was blue aﬂﬁﬁahd along with that also
talked about wanting to create a
and so we ran up to the o ' mountains and
spent a week or so up theres and then we put a couple of
test squads alongside the cove camps and they
brought a guy in from the forestry service
and wells they said if it's ready here by
in the mountainss so bring in the

bombse '
and they brought the B=52's in

It starting burningsmﬁ$Q§§ﬁn§§ but not any significant fires

it Looked Like a grass fires that's what it Looked Like.




couple of bags_of rice
a B Lot better job a whole Lot cheaper
but that was where we tried.
develop your own tacticss, or any modification
tactics?
<Well, we have had some pretty . gquestions on
occasion about what was better heres or what was better
there. We tried some of the tactics from some of the
guys befores and some of them seemed to fitsr and some
wouldn't.
<The only thing I remember on
where I got a Lit¥le upset with some of the
earlier training, some guy back at Hobarts, I guess when
they moved the training down-there was -teaching the guy
and rudder it around. When I heard
about thats, I sajid no ways and get off of that. The
airplane as much of it, it had that one real bad characteristic
it would snap on it very quickly and
so I sent some word back to those guys |
we'll do the regular turns and reverse on target
Jred®Be unnecessary and so that
kind of tactics. We would generally write it out in the
form of a manual
and the new guys came in and would learn
from the old guys. and they picked %t up and
modified it word of mouth,

<Wells we didn't take timer, let me put it that way. We got




up at 4:00 in the morning and got out of and
finished by § 9:00 or 10:00, now most of these guys
with a flag or or something

like that and toor we may have used some of that

time

these kind of guyss making historys, rather
than recording its the way I lLooked at it anywaya.
<Wells we did'g.start an offer to make audio records, as
members of the ~ After that time, about all we
had when I got there was scemething caLLed a chronkitet&p&mr
report which was a green lLedger book whefe it just had a
daijly diaryt .
<Well, what about the press at that time.
<Goods I'm glad yoﬁ brought that up. You knows, about halfway
thrpugh my tour theresr the word I got was that the Air Force
had realized that the Army was getting an awful Lot of
publicity there and they wanted to change that. They wanted
to show the Air Force sign of a ' and one of the
ways of doing that

inaudible

and we were going around in different combat units

in what they do, and how they are doing it. This

was part of the education from not only the <civilian populace

and the presss but it was also for other militarys and he

came down to see uss and he came backs, a weeks or twos there

and he was very freshs, he saids "This is the gungho airport




this was real hollywood stuff that was on my desk

when we got to show it to sdmebody abbut
what's going ons .and from that moment on, it seems Llike
about July of 1966, we would want everybody in the world
over theres all kinds of reporters and human interest
type stories §ﬁ&NNMNm suddenly we Were qgme
getting b#get. beseiged with about dnce a . -week, or at
different times of the months, there would be sohebody
and I got : for different type articless,

of Hawaij was out theres and we had CBS and

Pon Ryder came out and did a big spread, and
of another network was there and what happened on mdst

on t.v. was that they tripped the security

element off could talk about was

the herbicides communicationss and fortificationss

and things Like that and @I opened it ups and I don't
know whether it was intentional from the higher—upss or

whether it was this guys, McGinty. that started

in the fourth month of the presss and anyways, all of a sudden

everybody was in its this new clinical warfare type thing

you knows crop destructions so we had the t.v. guys

going along With us and that reaLLy_got a Lot of attentions

I understand that because of that and some other similar

type thingss this guys McGinty was out of there
and sent someplace elses but after thats as a result of
PRecs .
all that exposure in the &flasss and the t.v., wWwe started
5eN\OQR_

geTting a lot of ®imger peopfle~, military type people




Lthat ran us and they stopped adfy %\# with us
and up to that time -
was r he just got a big kick out
of it. He used to come and fly with us onﬁe in awhile. When
. We were part of the 309, we didn't even get a
Commanders or Wing Commander to come fly with usa.
clarified in our guys' minds the distinction
between the and our guys. We had started to get
a4ty ibemies’ I would call them dignitariess but I'd call
them an occasional officer that would
come down and get a break on what and how we did its and so
ons and obviously during that times when the crop destruction
thing hit the front pagess, there was also a Lot of flight
going on in Washington about the scientific community was

trying to stop the defoliation ef$yfort over all, because

they said they were running turn the people against

uss but that's not for me to says, it's just my perception at
that time. You knows when we started having those 10 and 12
their phohes were busy and the number of hits

Wwe were getting before thét

just working out of the two basess and
the Latest projects actually it
got the tours reduced because of the numbers of missions
over there in Laos, M I don't know what the count was

for every 30 missions, ‘or something Like
that. A couple of guys came home early, Charlie

and he said if you can get on an airplanes

you can go home todays and Dick Prestons, he got out a Little




bit early, and one or two others got out a Llittle early
and then later cut that outs, except

for every 20 missionss as I recalls, or 25,

buts nor, I think that education came as
number s Yyou got to realize .that in 65( or 66, was the
beginning of the first buildup theres but I'm sure that the
more people you got.
<Who was doing the targeting? How did you get their targets?
<Wells, I'm not sure that I'm totally clarified with that, but
I'LL give you my perception as best I recall of how that was
done. First off, several coursess either an Army planning
grouprs or Commander could say that he wanted tolhave an
operations or he wanted to have his base

or this was a concentration of BC Base Camp.,

and I would like to maybe either force him to move which

they were a big sandbox planner so this might

cause them to offer some cause of actions, some Army Commander

tould say that they wanted to have this dones, or
that done. What I always had some suspiciqns about was what
some of their motives weres you knows but we didn't guestion
that as ours was I think but at any rate, all
of the targeting was suﬂf submitted up through various approval
elements, and E%Thiﬁgqusé once it was in the consideration
stagers Qe would actually fly out through the

QEP$JProvince capitales and meet with the Province Chiefs and




his planners, our chemical army guys would go aLohg Wwith

this and everyone would agree that here's the target aread

ﬁ boundary

Vietnamese Llines of approval .which was
needed to do that. We would those areas and find
that even over the Tiger and make sure what
was currently there and took areas of crop there

then it would come back and go throﬁgh the
American AMM// channels of approvals, and at that timer we
were told had to actually approve any
of the crop destruction party. On the regular defoliation
type targets Levels and some other
guy over in 7th Air Force
each one of them we were tolds but I

don't know this for a facts, but I was told on

but that was our understandingr and once that

had been approved what we would not relinquish was the

DU _
dater and time, that was eir perogative. We would make
up and our plans and all, about 4:00 or 5:00 in

the afternoon, we'd take him over to 2ACC .
<We were talking about the targeting. That procedure was
| achieved at a level different.from us. We had to
sign for target
and from there on we went into the
with the exception of the Army providing the

Logistic support

INAUDIBLE




put himself in a dangerous situation and
especially one that he doesn't feel that he is going to

get himself out of.

they -joked about it and they talked about it
and the way they approached it relieved the tension
in different ways
which was probably about 50 people.,
made a point of watching each other, you could see it,
when a guy was really apprehensiver because he didn't

know what he was getting into

and after about a couple of weeks

and he hung in there and ﬁing&u

then he began to show and everything else. .During
the time as a guy neared the end of his tour was a very
interesting phengL-menonr I guess he began to get a Little
bit or whether his odds were going to
be in his favor, and you could see thats, and I couldn't
understand how it was related to a goalr I decided, but
when a guy knew he was going to go home on x days, and
he could see things moving along for that dayr, and as
he approached it within that Last month

special attentions but I couldn't understand

in discussing it with some of the guys.

Now was there when I was there for some 36 monthse

or 38 monthss, and he didn't and he didn't . that.




<not that he was getting | shaky

100 Hed feet was » 50 feet
was better, 7 feet was great, and maybe I'd beftef get
below the here and pop up once or twice.
He didn't have that and I couldn't understand whether
he was just or what. And when they
¢ finally ‘and he had to go home

he had the goal

he was going to be there for the duration

I actually had to him off.
spray missions for a couple of weeks and
he'd try and get back on his feet
and I don't know whether he proceeds in this
Way nowWws but this was just my thought when I did it

7th Air Force rod€in the

back of an 01 and did some

~contributing something to do with

his time and I said okay

I thought that was very interestings, a human
phenomenon.
< Do you think that the one-year tour
Wwas a good idea in this kind of work.
<Yeah, I have mixed emotions on that but basically, I think
it was good. You got an awful Lot of experience across the
airports. brought a Lot of guys in.
The problem d was that we

concluded at the earliest possible time




< INAUDIBLE

in 65 or 66+ that we would have had a
much differgnt conclusion to that fact. Whether or not
it was acceptable or nots it got less acceptabler and the
Longer we stayed and we tried to gloss over the
under the tunnel - give me a
little more time and we'll work this out, but it didn't
happen that way
Congresss and the newspaperss and the tava
personéL judément; but in a second
that I had over there in a fighter squadron, I
partijcularly noted that phencomenon, but there it had
anothef factor in it. A guy would come over and be up
off the grounds and he was surviving until he got his mid-

tour lLeave in 45 and 66.

We didn't want a guy Australia or wherevers, but

these guys would be particularly hazardous right after they
got there just before they
was just a semi—-going home type of a fever, and then

when they got back off after their first couple of days

therer then they got back alright. You knows if they were

off the ground this high when they weg came back off
their mid—-tour leaves, they were back here ; and then
just before they went home . Mowr the
guys that we had there early 66

but I would try and keep that one guyr, we

were on ACM orders, additional crew member orders for 315's,

so our guys could go down as a crew members




<Hongkong, ®%¥ maybe, or Japan, or Singaporer and that was
our move that arounds, we would see
a guy with building up a head of steamsr because he

could only Laugh him off so much

and lLet him relieve that, bring him backs,
and ease him back into it again, and it worked pretty good.
the way I would size it 1in my mind
Like dib’seLLing Volkswagonss we don't talk about how fast
they arer, you talk about how nice it is at economy
so we were going to do the same things so we said
we made a big to do about that, okayr
S0 we and contrary to something
I read here today that wasn't the point at all.
We wanted to try to heckle the guy, you knows critisi¢¥ne

him for its we were trying to give him a

and there was was there something that he was doing

wrong but that wasn't anywhere in our
consideration the point being that other gquys that would
fight to be in the lead in one target, or in the
that where we uWwere going to get all that action
they wanted to be there
that was where it was ats and we continually
went up and down
where we were going to get out
find that whole thing out and then

let a Little steam off

on his motorcycle.




Well, I'm not going to let you take the
INAUDIBLE

<It's just the point that a guy had a responsibility
he knew the rules and he didn't think
so that worked out alright.

<Was there any lack of targetss or was there

<No any lack of parties.. You knows the numbers
of times that we hit a target was kind of large,r Like we
would esfimate and they we'd go back and lLook it
over and say & well, we didn't do such a good job

We could always kind of adjust our schedule based ‘on those.
Sometimes we had periods of time;.windows: if you will

of availability that caused us "but there was no
shortage of targets in my perception of its none magat all.
<Did you get much feedback {in either'inteLLigence; or the
Army

<Nor type of target materials not material in
the sense of a defoliants, but with the type of tree he was
ins you knows you got a rubber trees and you get 90%
improvement on vertical visibility fall off if

the wind Eﬁnqahits it rights you could see yourseLf; the
effects when you get over triple canopy type stuff.,

have I been here before, you know. It's uncertain and

you get various degrees varying from "I didn't know you

were there to -You know. No feedback on




crops
<What's the intelligence feedbacks, and that's when we
started getting some of this business about the effects
on the human side of what it was doing
intelligence sider and we were also warned a Little

that we could consider ourselves on business around Saigon

like we had a number on several of the people that
they shouldn't takevew unnecessary precautionss, etc.,r and wWe
got some guys that were grenaded in fheir quarters in Saigon
at one time, and the typical concern of riding around town
in a pickup where they could throw something in the back
or the truck that we hads throw something in the back

one mornings they were picking guys

up and taking them home,r I don't remember what, some idiot
thré® ew a coke bottle or in the back of the truck

and scared the hell

<Were most of the troops really in touwn.

<The enlisted types Lived on base in the barracks, and

the officers Lived all in town, and lLater on there were a
few that didn't Hant to Live there. This was just before
we Left Saigon. There were a few guys that didn't want to
Live off baser I think there were one or twor but by and
Large they would share villas. There were 4 guys Living
in my villar including myself, Russ Mooney had 3, and a
couple of others about 8 or 9 Lived in one place, along

with some other guys outside the base. ALl over town.

when I got over to Vietnam

after




<Josh and I had known each other since 52, and we went
to Hobart togethers, but he went under the training
and therefores he was over there about a month
or 6 Wweeks before I got theres, so he made arrangements for
quarterss, and got me a room in this villas and a couple of
other guys that were in his outfit
when I Lleft that villa reverted to some Army
guys _
we paid $400. or %500. and probably had a
good deal. We were getting a housing allowance soc we were
Living comfortably, really.
where they were going to continue to defoliate
this was a political decision apparently, and

they ran some tests
INAUDIBLE

Sor they were going to get back
but the big change that I noticed was of course
brought on by the movement to Pen Wah. I had some feelings
from %aiE& that after they had in Late 66+ and they
closed the base to where the guys couldn't go off base
and go town too much, and a curfew
distinctly different Lliving in those
cool and that changess you knowes
We weres Wwe could get out and get away from the war and so on
around Saigons and downtown near Pen Wah
Pen Wah in 1969, and I had done a tour there

was Llike night and day and I went down




and he came back to be near his future wifer and you know
you could always talk things over with old Tony. Well, Tony
was back there ' so I had at least 2 sguws#
squadron commanders. You knows Russ was there for about 6
months. When I got there

I think we ought to.do it right away

and I agreed with that

so wWwe made the mover, and

when I had full fesponsibiLity

<No, I don't % think so

blLue ones
the dog squadron

and that was a tough way to start out

I could ramble a Lot about
find interesting or the type of history that

you are looking fora.

This is the end of the interview with Colonel Ralph Dressers

Tarpon Springss Floridaa
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<I guess we can Look ahead and say where do we go from here.

Hopefully, we'll continue

opportunity to get around
1 feel that there's a bond
I made a contribution, you made a contribution
and maybe I Look back too much
Looking aheads but I think if there's

something to be gained restrengthen the metal a

Little bit

unlike the fighter vi&g§é squadron

<Could there have been a better way of doing

military
careful about this and that
and have a good look.
<At least when I was there it was really
and that's from the standpoint

and I really did feel that there was a command structure

<Well, Dennis and I had about a week and a half
and we were‘fairly pretty well prepared
that we dealt with and through
everythings, and to me he was well prepared

Chapman who was a Commander before him and

Chapman had Tony « Tony had been there




