
<Were you carried over? 

<Yeah, 

<It must have been a 

<Yes, it was 70 P.R.'s pLus fLying time. At that time 

for four to six weeks. 

<Were you actuaLLy doing spraying at the 

had to stand up 

We went up and fLew for a coupLe of weeks on the river 

out west of there. 

They had the oLd 

We went up and fLew for a coupLe of weeks on 

the river out west of LoneLy there just using water 

spray down and then the formation 

swamps off of LangLey 

emergencies whi Le your on target, and whi Le 

we were there the 

insecticide and we sprayed LangLey with 

insecticides one or two mornings whiLe we were there 

Then we had another navy base 

NorfoLk Navy faciLity. We went over there and 

sprayed some insecticide mosquito controL 

Then we went back to Hobart, and we spent a week 

or so back there 

We didn't know this untiL we got haLfway through 

spraying in LangLey that we were going to take a 



observer on board supposedLy that they were the facade 

that they were respons~ibLe that the operation was under 

thei r purview. 

we had about four or five LittLe Vietnamese 

two or three stripers that wouLd ride in the back, tough 

LittLe guys, we admired them aLL. They wouLd ride in the 

back and they wouLd kind of ~ augment 

smoked out, or doing one thing or another. 

<Were they in charge? 

<No, they weren't in charge. 

got carried away 

That's where the 

they'd go down and buy him a budha, and asked 

them to wear it something Like that is going to 

heLp them out a LittLe bit and we weren't to turn down any 

bets on any Budha 

so we wouLd wear the Budhas for them. 

< what insignas wouLd you use there. 

<How many aircraft did you have in this period? 

<WeLL, when I got there the had four airpLanes, 

we had nine 

we brought three airpLanes over with 



We went back to Harvard, and the probLem was 

so that they ~ wouLd see 

55 gaLLon drum in the back 

using four cans 

and when it was spray time 

the aircraft was what we were 

~. modified the airpLanes that had a 55 gaLLon drum 

in the back with a on it and hoses that Led 

up four turns an hour to the Left in order to 

repLeni sh the oi L, but it was 

in getting them to seaL and hoLd up, that the air gases 

was what we were deLayed here with and they finaLLy got 

off three ~ bi rds ready, and in that time we had some 

opportunity to think about heavy weight takeoffs which 

nobody had ever made before in our group, a heavy weight 

for that ai rpLane. 

62,000 or so 

<Yeah 

It seems Like we were taking off around 

<The TO was '58, I think Lower that that 

<Is that what you say? 

<52 or 56. It seems Like we were going out there about 

60. You say, weLL why do that. WeLL, what we wanted to do 

was to, you know, if we had to have a probLem, we wanted 

to have it in a safe, and not over the Pacific, so what 

we were going to do was fLy non-stop ~ from ~ ~ Hobart to 

McCuLLagh, which was our jumping-off spot. We had to go 

under the second air deLivery group once we got to McCuLLagh, 

----------------_ .. _ .. __ ...... _----_._------_ .... 



so we're going to wait and get all airplanes ready to go 

the same time and everything finally came up to standard 

ordered everybody up and the fi rst ai rplane 

the first guy was going to get off and that was myself 

and I was going to crawl back and tell them what it was 

like. Ha Ha. 

<We did that. We divided up our crews. 

~Je had 9 

and afte r we got anothe r one. 

<We took off and flew and did cruise control techniques 

to lea rn 

So we bought 6 

out in West 

had a probLem 

which we had very littLe of. 

and we all started out and oh, we got 

somepLace and one of the other planes 

we aLready got to McCLennan that night 

that we onLy had three ~avigators. ~Je had to 

aLternate the navigators, at that time, we had 124, or 

somewhere around there 

and put them on board and there wasn't 

much a navigator could do. One airplane aLways had, that 

was my airpLane, aLL we had a radio compass, and another one 

we had set on, and ~ the th i rd one we had 

so we were going to fLy 

group wouldn't Let us do that. 

------.---------



fir's t ai rplane was taking off 5 minutes l at e, the sec on d 

ai r'plane on time, and the t hi rd ai rplane five minutes 

early, would be somewhere in the near vicinity of five, 

w h i c h was ab out right, and so we departed, and it took 

us 19 1/2 hours. From to Miday, Midway to 

Gua~~ and then Clark, and spent the night at 

Clark, and two nights at Clark, by the time I got my time 

clocks turned back around, and th~n we went on to Vietnam 

the next day. That brought us up to 7 ~ airplanes. By 

the time I left in November of 66, we had 12 ai rplanes, 

and I guess later went up 25 to 30. I don't know the other 

<Had you lost any planes whi le you were there? 

<Yeah. We lost one 

and Steve Eisner, and Junior 

were operating one morning 

Both guys were real short, statuesque small kind of guys. 

the y los t the ill!llil-'b u i l din gin s tea d 0 f the 

airplane level but it turned from 180 to 170 

degrees, and Paul said it would not be able to hold its wings 

level to keep it from falling, and so he saw a little ~ 

clearing right ahead of him and pulled the engine back and 

crash-landed it straight ahead and tore the right part of 

the fusi lage very badly,and the ai rplane caught on fi re 

Steve, Eisner, and Junior couldn't get Paul out of the 

cockpit. They had to go outside 

part of the fusi lage had been broken open and 



Paul was in pretty bad shape and low and behold, they crash-

landed right at the foot of the and our other 

bird, I wasn't in that flight, I ~was gone to Saigon at the 

time, but our other bi r.aJ d stayed with them 

and the fi ghte r 

there were 7 marine helicopters. They weren't 

too far from Ciulla, the marine base, seven helicopters from 

Ciulla were coming over for a fruitless 

and they were all loaded 

and they just went right in 

like a John Wayne movie and grabbed these 

3 guys off the ground and put them and put them in a helicopter. 

They were on the ground not less than 5 minutes as I recall. 

This was a beautiful stroke of faith, and they took them over 

to Ciulla, and the hospital, and they had to take 

to and then they had to come back to 

the states 

we lost a couple just after I left. 

<Honey, you just sit back, I'm ~ about to tell him about 

that. We had, Tom Davis, was our first 

~ by that time I guess 

Tom took around 

and then right after the fi rst of the year in 1966, 

5 or 6 others were over in Laos 

understand it, 

and then about a month later 

and they had to fly about the ridge, as I 

somehwere in the central highlands 



but it sounded to me Like he just staL Led the 

airpLane and stopped it. I just that's about aLL the 

recaLL I've got on these Losses. 

<What wouLd you guess the frequency spray at 

this time. steady about that, and we figured 

we were getting about one hit for every 10 rounds. 

90% of the steps we were taking 

cross-country 

Saigon, and a coupLe of areas on the 

river, some areas in Laos, where we get 

but that was the predominance 

automatic weapon 

that's what we recaLL, I figured about one out 

of ten, depending on what you couLd hear, and the number 

about that time, and the numbers that I seemed 

to be using were between 50 and 60 quarts per month 

on card preciseLy by a month. My Lowest month 

as I remember was around 40, and the highest ~was 65 or 70. 

WeLL, we had some missions that you had about 30 or 40 

hoLes in an ai rpLane 

usuaLLy somewhere between one, and maybe 5 or 6. 

<Do you have boxes for the 

<We didn't have a group of coLors. We had the box, and then 

the bag, and we had a Lot of guys had drawing 

protectors and different guys had, it Looked like a 

German steeL heLmet that he wore 

OLd WorLd War II pLaque. Yea, he had that 

We didn't imagination on that. The guys 



were looking forward to that thing with the collar on it 

but most of the stuff we had was just that old zipup 

that had the lace on the side. Some ~ guys would sit 

on another one, and then the in the back was 

considered and then the low 

seat, and then there was a nylon curtain which was 

hung up in front of and then the 1/4" was 

standard undeaneath the floor. We took out everything we 

got the heaters, and everything else to cut down 

~~ on the shrap potential, but we didn't have jets either 

then, see. We had 

really 66, when some of 

were thinking of really cranking up this 

defoliation program with regard to war zone C & D, and they 

knew it was going to be a big requirement in numbers of 

airplanes they could see this 25 airplane squadron down the 

road and the airlift guys were complaining because the 123 

but the 130's couldn't get or else they wouldn't 

and a 123 could get down to 1500 feet, or 2,000 feet, so 

they asked us to consider what other airplane we would find 

useful for the spray misting, and we ~ said, what ~ are 

our choices and they said how bout the 828, or the 817, 

obviously big loads sprayed long level distances, no 

maneuverability consideration, ~nothing like that and we 

and under that one mission there was two target areas more 

than C & D might be all right, but certainly not the other 

targets 

<You mentioned Vietnam. You don't take much fire 

out of there. That's what I was trying to think of. 



<It wasn't a higher pLane though? 

<We took 2 airpLanes and went through the 

Pass and the ~ fighter guys didn't think that they wouLd 

get there if we think we can, we can do it ~ our 

way, and our way, and our way is one surprise 

something is coming off. 

When asked what we wanted, we say 8-57, 

hard to come back out because we heard 

they we re the re 

and get thei r attention while we scottered 

on out 

an d 8-57's came to do the i r thing 

and wanted th em r i gh t on, and our guys 

two guys an d they got out aLright. 

<Vlhat kin d of support we re at that time? 

<In country, at that time, we had about 5 or 6 

of and we had one squadron that had 

one or two other up at Pen Wah, and those 

guys were such fast movers and they stayed a very short time 

and they were kind of Limited because they were numbers 

availabLe, and we finaL Ly had to say 

taLked out and worked out tactics, etc., which 

we did. Vie worked much better after that 

<You didn't have a technicaL manuaL from headquarters? 

<No, nor did they supporting us. 



<So we got together 

InaudibLe 

worked out reaL good 

because they had 20 minutes 

so we have had to adjust our mission accordingLy, 

we couLdn't mess around. We had one or two passes 

that we couLd rely on but we worked out very well 

some of them. They were most helpful to us west of Saigon 

about 15 miles, West we called it, and they gave 

us a super drive. They really saved us a couple of times 

when guys have had 

< therapy? 

<No, that was a little more northwest. 

southwest 

I'm not talking about 

actual ly about 12 to 15 mi les west of 

Our favorite airplane who worked with us was the E-1, 

because they could be compatible with us, they had a large 

load and a long amount of time 

and they did a good job. We also had the B-57 for some of 

the same reasons, and we developed a great rapport with the 

Red Bird and Yellow Bird Squardrons out of 

When the Ai. r Force came aLong, we didn't use two many 

and they were pretty fast movers. DF-4's we 

used, some Marine A-4's that were used and if our fighters 

didn't show up, or had ~ been diverted, they had to send 

in another set of fighters to us, then they might show up 

------.--------



< 

with a 2,000 pound bomb 

We had some 105's once or twice over in Laos, and 

they were 

and Let's see, what eLse did we do 

we tried to get on every mission that we couLd 

to tag aLong with us. We couLdn't get them in some of the 

areas up north, and we couLdn't get the ai rport to recognize 

our need, if we had any troubLe in ~ seLLing it to the 

army 

where they wanted US to traiL for 

they knew they had a regiment down there somewhere and 

they came to us and asked us to go down aLong the 

River and aLong and see if we couLd find out where 

they were mainLy Located 

some 14 ships down there aLong the 

we'd get about 380 of them 

on that operation down there ~ and some very exciting 

moments. But that covers the as I recaL L it on 

fighter ~~ escort. There was a period right after 

GeneraL got there and took over 

Air Force about the second week aLong when he Looked and 

he saw these four fLights of fighters dedicated every morning 

to protecting a 123 Operation, and he said, "what is this?" 

Get those off of me, and suddenLy one morning we were 

and no ~:i:sgl' ~ fighters. At that time 

was Bob Simpson 

and said "Here's the probLem." 

------------------------------



< Not on every mission, but certainly the ones that 

we recognized to have it and I'd like to go up and 

he said a l ri ght so they got an appointment 

was there and was there, and at that time, 

Gordie Graham, who was the DA of 7th, was there, and Simpson, 

and I, and Ehringer and didn't understand what we were doing 

and then he said 

and I said, "we II look, we can grade 

our targets, A, B. C, and D, A would be a target that we 

would have to pre-strap was just too hot 

so far as it was not going to help us that much 

I'd give him some examples, and I showed him the 

results of why I was there. 

I described the ~V~nd spent about 30 

minutes with charts and then B targets would be ones that 

we knew were hot, but we didn't expect such to make 

the mission the completion of the mission 

that it we would probably expend ~ ordinance in 

the iii target area based on our based on our 

and every progress would be known as C type targets and we 

would say that we don't think 

we have not expressed 

that we were too chicken to go in there without 

having somebody hold them high and dry without 

The last category was like the Saigon 

River where we'd go down and use it as a ~dumping grounds 

that we would recognize 

.,... cover and protection 

allow us t 0 ge tin and allow us tog e t 0 u t 

-----_._------



to divert their attention with of numbe rs 

get the heLicopters in there to get our side 

out after we were for some time. I was abLe to 

ge tin and so on. He got that, and he asked 

us to try one He asked us to tryon our 

cLass D & C type targets, to Let him give us 

out of Pen Wah type of aLert to get up there, 

and I __ said "we'LL try it 

we took a target up north of Saigon about 40 

mi Les and the fi rst we had 3 airpLanes 

some 40 to 45 minutes and I went back to 

and I said "you know this was pretty cLose to Saigon, 

and even cLoser to Pen Wah, where the fighters came out of, 

and I don't understand that 40 minutes 

because they were supposed to be off the 

ground , and the fLying time up there was 5 to 10, 

but he said he didn't understand that 

here it is right here, and he found out I was 

right, so that., caused me to take some other action, and 

for the baLance of my time there, we had to use a LittLe 

judgment on the batch of targets that we had, and for the 

way that we pLanned out our targets and aLL with the numbers 

of peopLe We weren't that big an operation 

as appLied to those 7 to 12 airpLanes, the way we wouLd do 

it is one navigator wouLd have a series of different ~ 

targets an d on e pi Lot wouLd have a certain 

group of targets and he wouLd designate with the piLot Light~ 



<on .When I fi rst got there 

we had 15 pi lots and we had 7 airplanes, so that means that 

we flew airplanes and only had one spare part, and 

so that worked out pretty good. While we had young guys, 

initially, there were only two of us that were Majors, 

jus t and myself, and the Russ had been a 

Commander when I got there 

and most of our guys were Captains 

and from a broad range 

and a couple of the 121 guys. From across 

the board, guys and not too many fighter guys 

but we worked out a system where a guy would start 

out in the right seat", and get about 5 missions in the right, 

and they we'd get five missions in the left seat to get 

qualified and then he would keep rotating between their 

seats. If a guy 

in that way both guys 

<Do you agree with the comments some of the people have 

made that this was not a one-man airplane 

<Well, it depends on what you were 

do i n g 

on a situation where the guy 

and I didn't notice it 

because of the way you had to wrest le the ai rplane 

around. Every guy thinks to do a good job, it took a two-

man team, and I stress that word "team" because I, myself, 



situation where the guy 

and I got preoccupied and 

and I didn't notice it 

going again. 

<We found that teamwork was found to be the best thing 

where a guy couLd concentrate on the one eLement of 

airpLane controL but obviousLy 

but this was admission. 

they we wouLd go up to 

and repeated the process in the 

and we had a good crop 

but we didn't have a co-pi Lot per se. 

<Everybody did everything? 

<Everybody did thei r share of the Load. 

<At the point I Left I guess it was September of 1266, 

the first non-voLunteer guys 

and I use that term onLy to make 

the first coupLe of ~ guys, they couLd get 5 guys in 

the fi rst group 

three of them were super 

two of them didn't fLy the first week, 

and they didn't want to fLy at aLL 

and I asked them to fLy with us for a week 

and if they stiLL feLt that way, to Let me know 

and he definiteLy didn't want to stay, and we 

had guys in their commander outfit who wanted to finish 

out thei r tour wi th us for exampLe was one 

------~-~-------.. --.. ---------



of those guys that flew about 6 or 8 months 

he also went home early since he was wounded in 

but the experience level 

but the in the outfit brought a 

comrady and a spi rit 

<, Do you feel that the Commander, the leading figure 

<)t I don't ~~ think they did. I think they got their 

usual briefings, and so on, I'm not sure that some of them 

wanted to know. We tried very hard to keep a very cloistered 

atmosphere, the physical setting of lend 

itself to that. We were in the Vietnamese squardron 

a re a 

an d 

and some other litt le ai rplanes 

, and we were physically located 

in thei r area. In order for anyone to get it, we all had 

Vietnamese You could look from here to that motel 

over there a 100 feet away, which was where his landing 

path was and his house was right there 

and right outside 

complex so we were 

kind of inside the first level but not in the last .. level 

so the guys in the wing couldn't fit in down 

there unless we~ escorted them, which was good in 

<Was this related where the ranch got associated with 

the purple 

< Some of my .That was already there. 

It started off back in 1964, I guess ~ or 1965, before 

65, when reportedly the story is that he had 
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formation with us, and so on 

he was impressed, and offered a 

<Did any of that aircraft support come from Vietnamese? 

<No, as I recaLL once or twice we had 

that were offered to us, and I can't say th at 

we .. accepted it. 

within 

By and Large, we tried to keep it 

< 

<That's what we were concerned about 

InaudibLe 

minutes, but 

if we weren't more than 5 or 10 

more than th at 

<Sometimes they wouLd and sometimes they wouLdn't. 

<We kind of ran the show. They just wh at 

t i me the y 's bet her e, we'd set up the r:.~d.aa\1'Qw." r e n de z v 0 u s 

with the and the fighters and then we aLL went over 

the frequency that we wanted dependent on whether we wanted 

suppLies or not. If we wanted suppLies, we knew about where 

we were going, we knew the target area, we'd teLL him that 

we were going to be here 

especiaLLy some of those areas 

aLong the coast there where 

so if we were off a coupLe of cLips this way, or 

that way, it didn't make much difference 

on some of the targ~ 



just a few meters here or there 

whether or not we aLways preciseLy hit the target 

I can't say we were ever in doubt that we hit the target 

<Did you ever run when they tried the 

effectiveness of going at a reduced spray 

<Yeah, RMP on the mot 0 r, 

whether it was a gaLLon .nd a haLf an acre, or 3 gaLLons 

an acre. We varied that on different things 

tests were and so on to see what effect it 

3 gaL Lons an ac re 

my memory is a LittLe fuzzy on that. It seems 

Like it was bLue ~and aLong with that aLso 

taLked about wanting to create a 

and so we ran up to the mountains and 

spent a week or so up there, and then we put a coupLe of 

test squads aLongside the cove camp, and they 

brought a guy in from the forestry service 

and weLL, they said if it's ready here by 

in the mountains, so bring in the 

and they brought the 8-52's in 

It starting burnings",,~,(~'~ but not any significant fi re, 

it Looked Like a grass fire, that's what it Looked Like. 



couple of bags of rice 

a till lot better job a whole lot cheaper 

but that was where we tried. 

develop your own tactics, or any modification 

tactics? 

<Well, we have had some pretty quest ions on 

occasion about what was better here, or what was better 

there. We tried some of the tactics from some of the 

guys before, and some of them seemed to fit, and some 

wouldn't. 

< Th e on l y t hi n 9 I re me mb e r on 

where I got a litlle upset with some of the 

earlier training' some guy back at Hobart, I guess when 

they moved the training down there was teaching the guy 

and rudder it around. When I heard 

about that, I said no way, and get off of that. The 

airplane as much of it, it had that one real bad characteristic 

it would snap on it very quickly and 

so I sent some word back to those guys 

we'll do the regular turns and reverse on target 

~~ unnecessary and so that 

kind of tactics. We would generally write it out in the 

form of a manual 

and the new guys came in and would learn 

from the old guys. and they picked At} up and 

modified it word of mouth. 

<Well, we didn't take time, let me put it that way. We got 
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up at 4:00 in the morning and got out of and 

finished by,. 9:00 or 10:00, now most of these guys , 

wi th a flag or or something 

Like that and too, we may have used some of that 

time 

these kind of guys, making history, rather 

than recording it, the way I Looked at it anyway. 

<WeLL, we did'. start an offer to make audio records, as 

membe rs of the After that time, about aLL we 

had when I got there was something caLLed a chronkite t'~ 

report which was a green Ledger book where it just had a 

d aiL y d i a r y, , 
<WeLL, what about the press at that time. 

<Good, I'm gLad you brought that up. You know, about haLfway 

th rough my tour there, the word I got was that the Ai r Force 

had reaLized that the Army was getting an awfuL Lot of 

pubLicity there and they wanted to change that. They wanted 

to show the Air Force sign of a and one of the 

ways of doing that 

inaudibLe 

and we were going around in d iff ere n t comb a tun its 

in what they do, and how they are doing it. This 

was part of the education from not onLy the civi Lian popuLace 

and the press, but it was aLso for other mi Litary, and he 

came down to see us, and he came back, a week, or two, there 

and he was very fresh, he said, "This is the gungho airport 



this was real hollywood stuff that was on my desk 

when we got to show it to somebody about 

what's going on, and from that moment on, it seems like 

about July of 1966, we would want everybody in the world 

over there, all kinds of reporters and human interest 

type stories ~~ suddenly we were ~ 

getting hr~t, beseiged with about once a week, or at 

different times of the month, there would be somebody 

and I got for different type articles, 

of Hawaii was out there, and we had CBS and 

Don Ryder came out and did a big spread, and 

of another network was there and what happened on most 

on t.v. was that they tripped the security 

element off could talk about was 

the herbicides communications, and fortifications, 

and things like that and ~-I opened it up, and I don't 

know whether it was intentional from the higher-ups, or 

whether it was this guy, McGinty, that started 

in the fourth month of the press, and anyway, all of a sudden 

everybody was in it, this new clinical warfare type thing 

you know, crop destruction, so we had the t.v. guys 

going along with us and that really got a lot of attention, 

I understand that because of that and some other simi lar 

type things, this guy, McGinty was out of th ere 

and sent someplace else, but after that, as a result of 
f'RE!.S!> 

all that exposure in the ~ and the t.v., we started 
~tJn\oR-

ge'hing a lot of t'j,r,'gel' peoP4le, military type people 

-----~-~----------------------------~----- ------------------------------------------------



L.that ran us and 

and up to that time 

was 

they stopped ~ ~i with us 

, he just got a big kick out 

of it. He used to come and fLy with us once in awhiLe. When 

we were part of the 309, we didn't even get a 

Commander, or Wing Commander to come fLy with us. 

cLarified in our guyS' minds the distinction 

between the and our guys. We had started to get 

..r1"~(j"'j.J;BPie6' I wouLd caLL them dignitaries, but I'd caLL 

them an occasionaL officer that wouLd 

come down and get a break on what and how we did it, and so 

on, and obviousLy during that time, when the crop destruction 

thing hit the front pages, there was aLso a Lot of fLight 

going on in Washington about the scientific community was 

trying to stop the defoLiation ef,fort over aLL, because 

they said they were running turn the peopLe against 

us, but that's not for me to say, it's just my perception at 

that time. You know, when we started having those 10 and 12 

their phones were busy and the number of hits 

we were getting before that 

just working out of the two bases, and 

the Latest project, actuaLLy ~ 

got the tours reduced because of the numbers of missions 

over there in Laos, ). I don't know what the count was 

for every 30 missions, or something Like 

that. A coupLe of guys came home earLy, CharLie 

and he said if you can get on an ai rpLane, 

you can go home today, and Dick Preston, he got out a LittLe 

------------------------------------------



..... -~-.--."--+---.. ,.-.,--~.-~"'-.~.--,~.--, .. --... -, ... ----------'-----------.----'---------~---'.-.--.-.-----------

bit earLy, and one or t.wo others got out a LittLe earLy 

and then Later cut that out, except 

for every 20 missions, as I recaLL, or 25, 

but, no, I think that education came as 

number , you got to reaLize that in 65, or 66, was the 

beginning of the fi rst bui Ldup there, but I'm sure that the 

more peopLe you got. 

<Who was doing the targeting? How did you get their targets? 

<WeLL, I'm not sure that I'm totaLLy cLarified with that, but 

I'LL give you my perception as best I recaLL of how that was 

done. First off, severaL courses, either an Army pLanning 

group, or Commander couLd say that he wanted to have an 

operation, or he wanted to have his base 

or this was a concentration of BC Base Camp, 

and I wouLd Like to maybe either force him to move which 

they were a big sandbox pLanner so this might 

cause them to offer some cause of action, some Army Commander 

couLd say that they wanted to have this done, or 

that done. What I aLways had some suspicions about was what 

some of their motives were, you know, but we didn't question 

that as ours was I think but at any rate, aLL 

of the targetin!) was iI'rIIi1IiIi submitted up through various approvaL 

eLements, and ~~A""!l '-r;(} once it was in the consideration 

stage, we wouLd actuaLLy fLy out through the 

~Province capitaL, and meet with the Province Chief, and 
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his planners, our chemical army guys would go along with 

this and everyone would agree that here's the target area' 

• boundary 

Vietnamese lines of approval which was 

needed to do that. We would those areas and find 

th at even over the Tiger and make sure what 

was currently there and took areas of crop there 

American 

were told 

then it would come back and go through the 

~ channels of approval, and at that time, we 

had to actually approve any 

of the crop destruction party. On the regular defoliation 

type targets level, and some other 

guy ove r in 7th Ai r Force 

each one of them we were told, but I 

don't know this for a fact, but I was told on 

but that was our understanding, and once that 

had been approved what we would not relinquish was the 
1Q \) (\.. 

date, and time, that was ~ perogative. ~Ie would make 

up and our plans and all, about 4:00 or 5:00 in 

the afternoon, we'd take him over to 2ACC • 

<We were talking about the targeting. That procedure was 

achieved at a level different from us. We had to 

sign for target 

and from there on we went into the 

with the exception of the Army providing the 

logistic support 

INAUDIBLE 



< 

put himself in a dangerous situation and 

especially one that he doesn't feel that he is going to 

get himself out of. 

they joked about it and they talked about it 

and the way they approached it relieved the tension 

in different ways 

which was probably about 50 people, 

made a point of watching each other, you could see it, 

when a guy was really apprehensive, because he didn't 

know what he was getting into 

and after about a couple of weeks 

and he hung in there and tal;.J,.. 

then he began to show and everything else. During 

the time as 

interesting 

bit 

a guy neared the end of his tour was a very 

phen~ menon, I guess he began to get a little 

or whether his odds were going to 

be in his favor, and you could see that, and I couldn't 

understand how it was related to a goal, I decided, but 

when a guy knew he was going to go home on x day, and 

he could see things moving along for that day, and as 

he approached it within that last month 

special attention, but I couldn't understand 

in discussing it with some of the guys. 

Now was there when I was there for some 36 months, 

or 38 months, and he didn't and he didn't t hat. 



<not that he was getting sh aky 

100 ~ feet was , 50 feet 

was better, 7 feet was great, and maybe I'd better get 

beLow the here and pop up once or twice. 

He didn't have that and I couLdn't understand whether 

he was just or what. And when they 

~ finaLLy and he had to go home 

he had the goaL 

hew as go i n g t 0 bet here for the d u rat i on 

I actuaLLy had to him off. 

spray missions for a coupLe of weeks and 

he'd try and get back on his feet 

and I don't know whether he proceeds in this 

way now, but this was just my thought when I did it 

7th Air Force rodein the 

back of an 01 and did some 

his time 

ph en omen on. 

< 

contributing something to do with 

and I said okay 

I thought that was very interesting, a human 

Do you think that the one-year tour 

was a good idea in this kind of work. 

<Yeah, I have mixed emotions on that but basicaLLy, I think 

it was good. You got an awfuL Lot of experience across the 

ai rports. brought a Lot of guys in. 

The probLem J was that we 

concLuded at the earLiest possibLe time 
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< INAUDIBLE 

in 65 or 66, that we wouLd have had a 

much different concLusion to that fact. Whether or not 

it was acceptabLe or not, it got Less acceptabLe, and the 

Longer we stayed and we tried to gLoss over the 

under the tunneL give me a 

LittLe more time and we'LL work this out, but it didn't 

happen that way 

Congress, and the newspapers, and the t.v. 

personaL judgment, but in a second 

that I had over there in a fighter squadron, I 

particuLarLy noted that phenomenon, but there it had 

another factor in it. A guy wouLd come over and be up 

off the ground, and he was surviving untiL he got his mid-

tour Leave in 65 and 66. 

We didn't want a guy AustraLia or wherever, but 

these guys wouLd be particuLarLy hazardous right after they 

got there just before they 

was just a semi-going home type of a fever, and then 

when they got back off afte r the i r fi rst coupLe of d<;lYs 

there, then they got back aLright. You know, if they were 

off the ground this high when they ~ came back off 

their mid-tour Leave, they were back here ; 

just before they went home. 

guys that we had there earLy 66 

and then 

Now, the 

but I wouLd try and keep that one guy, we 

were on ACM orders, additionaL crew member orders for 315's, 

so our guys couLd go down as a crew member, 

, 



<Hongkong, ~ maybe, or Japan, or Singapore, and that was 

ou r move that around, we would see 

a guy with building up a head of steam, because he 

could only laugh him off so much 

and let him relieve that, bring him back, 

and ease him back into it again, and it worked pretty good. 

the way I would size it in my mind 

like ~ selling Volkswagons, we don't talk about how fast 

they are, you talk about how nice it is at economy 

so we were going to do the same thing, so we said 

we made a big to do about that, okay, 

so we 

I read here today 

and contrary to something 

that wasn't the point at all. 

We wanted to try to heckle the guy, you know, critis~~e 

him for it, we were trying to give him a 

and there was was there something that he was doing 

wrong but that wasn't anywhere in our 

consideration the point being that other guys that would 

fight to be in the lead in one target, or in the 

that where we were going to get all that action 

they wanted to be there 

that was where it was at, and we continually 

went up and down 

where we were going to get out 

find that whole thing out and then 

let a little steam off 

on his motorcycle. 

----_. __ .. -------- --~----~. 
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Well, I'm not going to let you take the 

INAUDIBLE 

<It's just the point that a guy had a responsibility 

he knew the rules and he didn't think 

so that worked out alright. 

<Was there any lack of targets, or was there 

<No any lack of parties. You know, the numbers 

of times that we hit a target was kind of large, like we 

would estimate and they we'd go back and look it 

over and say. well, we didn't do such a good job 

We could always kind of adjust our schedule based on those. 

Sometimes we had periods of time, windows, if you will 

of avai lability that caused us but there was no 

shortage of targets in my perception of it, none ~at all. 

<Did you get much feedback in either intelligence, or the 

Army 

type of target material, not material in 

the sense of a defoliant, but with the type of tree he was 

in, you know, you got a rubber tree, and you get 90% 

improvement on vertical visibility falloff if 

the wind ~its it right, you could see yourself, the 

effects when you get over triple canopy type stuff, 

have I been here before, you know. It's uncertain and 

you get various degrees varying from "I didn't know you 

were there to .You know. No feedback on 



crops 

<What's the intelligence feedback, and that's when we 

started getting some of this business about the effects 

on the human side of what it was doing 

intelligence side, and we were also warned a little after 

that we could consider ourselves on business around Saigon 

like we had a number on several of the people that 

they shouldn't take~ unnecessary precautions, etc., and we 

got some guys that were grenaded in their quarters in Saigon 

at one time, and the typical concern of riding around town 

in a pickup where they could throw something in the back 

or the truck that we had, throw something in the back 

one morning; they were picking guys 

up and taking them home, I don't remember what, some idiot 

thr~ ew a coke bottle or 

and scared the hell 

in the back of the truck 

<Were most of the troops really in town. 

<The enlisted types lived on base in the barracks, and 

the officers lived all in town, and later on there were a 

few that didn't want to live there. This was just before 

we left Saigon. There were a few guys that didn't want to 

live off base, I think there were one or two, but by and 

large they would share villas. There were 4 guys living 

in my villa, including myself, Russ Mooney had 3, and a 

couple of others about 8 or 9 li ved in one place, along 

with some other guys outside the base. Allover town. 

when I got over to Vietnam 

-------_ .. _------_._------
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<Josh and I had known each other since 52, and we went 

to Hobart together, but he went under the training 

and therefore, he was over there about a month 

or 6 weeks before I got there, so he made arrangements for 

quarters, and got me a room in this villa, and a couple of 

other guys that were in his outfit 

when I left that vi l la reverted to some Army 

guys 

we paid $400. or $500. and probably had a 

good deal. We were getting a housing allowance so we were 

living comfortably, really. 

where they were going to continue to defoliate 

this was a political decision apparently, and 

they ran some tests 

INAUDIBLE 

So, they were going to get back 

but the big change that I noticed was of course 

brought on by the movement to Pen Wah. I had some feelings 

from ~ that after they had in late 66, and they 

closed the base to where the guys couldn't go off base 

and go town too much, and a curfew 

distinctly different living in those 

coo l and that changes, you know, 

we were, we could get out and get away from the war and so on 

around Saigon, and downtown near Pen ~Jah 

Pen Wah in 1969, and I had done a tour there 

was like night and day and I went down 

I 
I 

! 
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and he came back to be near his future wife, and you know 

you could always talk things over with old Tony. Well, Tony 

was back there so I had at least 2 s~ 

squadron commanders. You know, Russ was there for about 6 

months. When I got there 

I think we ought to do it right away 

and I agreed with that 

so we made the move, and 

when I had full responsibility 

<No, I don't ..... think so 

blue ones 

the dog squadron 

and that was a tough way to start out 

I could ramble a lot about 

find interesting or the type of history that 

you are looking for. 

This is the end of the interview with Colonel Ralph Dresser' 

Tarpon Springs, Florida. 
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< IfJAUDIBLE 

<I guess we can Look ahead and say where do we go from here. 

HopefuLLy, we'LL continue 

opportunity to get around 

I feeL that there's a bond 

I made a contribution, you made a contribution 

and maybe I Look back too much 

Looking ahead, but I think if there's 

something to be gained restrengthen the metaL a 

LittLe bit 

unLike the fighter ~ squadron 

<CouLd there have been a better way of doing 

military 

carefuL about this and that 

and have a good Look. 

<At Least when I was there it was reaLLy 

and that's from the standpoint 

and I reaLLy did feeL that there was a command structure 

<WeLL, Dennis and I had about a week and a haLf 

and we were fairLy pretty weLL prepared 

that we deaLt with and th rough 

everything, and to me he was weLL prepared 

Chapman who was a Commander before him and 

Chapman had Tony Tony had been there 


