
4408th Combat Crew Training Squadron 
Eglin Aux Fld #9, Fla ~2544 

Many past members of Ranoh Hand have expressed the des irs ,to hold a 
periodio reunion for all "retired Re.noheros". 

Sinoe the unit is a unique one, with a remarkable reoord, a reunion 
seems to be in order. This letter is intended to start the ball rolling. 

The first reunion is now being planned for Saturday night, Maroh the 
18th, at the Randolph Offioers Club, Randolph AFB, Sen Antonio, Texas. A 
modest dinner, drinks, eto., are planned, the oost to be borne by those who 
attend. 

Reservations will be made for you, BOQ eto., upon reoeipt of your 
intentions. 

l'1e.ny of you reoeiving this 'lotioe are now serving overseas and will not 
be'able to attendl, however, please fill out the enolosed questionnairs so we 
here at home are able to keep in touoh regarding the results of the firet get 
together end,plans for the future. 

Those, of us who plan to attend are enoouraged to bring films, slides, 
and momentoes of our Vietu.a tour. As your replies oome in you will be sent 
a list of "Ranoheros" stationed in your area that you oen oontaot by AUTOVON 
regarding transportation. Speedy replies will insure better oo-ordination. 

We are looking forward to seeing many of you in Maroh. 

AUTOVON NUMBER 899-1400 Extension 4-~119 
4-6216 

Sinoerely, 

I~R~ 
, Jaok Spey 



Deat' Ranchere: 

10u:r affi:rma.tive response regarding the rettnion is appreciated 
by those interested in maintailll!ing a certain fellowship regarding 
Ou:t' former u.'lit. on Satu:rdEl¥, llarch 18th at REmdolph AFE Officer's Club 
olub the following program is planned. 

Open Bar 
D~.nner 
Open Bar 

1800-1900 
1900-2000 
2000-2130 
2130- As you like 

Enolosed is a ca.rd giving us useful telephone numbers for use at 
Randolph. Major Dresser is our man in San Antonio. 

As is expected there will be many last minute changes regarding 
aircraft availability, your' ability to join us; so with this in'mind 
please keep captain Spey informed so pick up arrangements may be 
~rranged for you. 

Some of you are being depended upon for transport so keep us in­
formed here in Florida. SEB YOU ON THE 18TH. 

Sincerely, 

4408 CCTS 
Hu:!'l bu:rt ~'1d, Fla 
AUTOVAN 899-1400 Ext 43119 or 46216 

Home Phone 243-0670, Area Code 904 
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Gentlemen: 

Da." I .n "'"'' '"f" ", Case 603472 
,l"llbruary 26, 1976 i EO:7204:R.A. Matthews 
Telephone: (301) 962-4773 

~ Ranch Hand-Vietnam Association 
c/o Charlie Hubbs 

'0002 ~ummerhill Road 
CamP Springs, lfJll.ryland 20031 

.... : 
This is in reference to your application for exemption, Form 1023. 
We Will need the folloWing additional information before we can 
continue With the procp.ssing of your application. A reply Within 
15 days Will be a.ppreoiated.' " 

1. It is noted that there is no provision in your Articles 
of Incorporation to show what d:i.spoSl. tion would be made 

.01' your assets in the event of dissolution. In order to 
satisfy the organiza·tional test;,"prescrihed by Section 
1.50l(e)(3)-l(b)(4) of the Income Tax Regulations which 
requires the permanent dedication of assets, it Will be 
nec .. ssary that you amend tho Art:i.cles of Incorporation ., 
to reflect the following, "in the event of di'ssolution, 
any assets Will be distributed to an organization (or 
organizations) whioh has eotablished appropriate exempt 
status as an organization described in Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code, contributions to whiCh are 
deductible, or to a state or local government for public 
purposes." . 

2. If you ~1i1l be making grants to individuals, please submit: 

(a) Criteria for select.ion 
(b) If grants are for scholar'smps shOW 

(1) 1,jbether payment is made direct to the indivi­
dual or to the school which the indiVidual Will 
-attend. 

(2) Published rules for selection 
(3) Rules of eligibilj.ty of recipients of scholar­

ships. 

3. Submit a narrative desoription of the nature of your activ­
ities in which you are now engaged and proposed activities, 
inoluding the means and methods employed to oonduct such 
aotivities. 

• 
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OFFICERS 
President Charlie Hubbs 
Vice President Rav Lemaire 
Secretary Paul Clanton 
Treasurer Pete Spivey 
Truttee RLlss Mohney 

DIRECTORS 
COl Russ Mohney 
Col Ralph Dresser 
Lt Col (Ret) Bob Dennis 
Lt Col (Ret) Don Stewart 
Lt Col (Red Art McConnell 
Lt Col (Red Rex Stoner 
Lt Col Bud Fisher 

Secretary of State 
State 'of New Jersey 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Charles H Hubbs 

25 March 1976. 

Dear Sir, " 

6002 Summerhill Rd 
Camp Springs, liill 200)1 

Please amend the incorporation papers of the 
RANC.H HAND_VIE'fNAiVi Association as requested by the 
attached IRS letter • 

. Attached are the basic items r~quired to assist 
you in this request: 

A. IRS letter 

B. First page of original certificate of 
incorporation 

C. Conformed copy of amended articles of 
incorporation 

Sincerely, 

@LI~DL 
CHARLES H HUBBS 
President 
RANCH HAND_VIETNAM Assoc. 

Attachl ) 



CONFORMED COpy 

ARTICLE XV, Artidles of Incorporation amend totally to 
read: "In the event of dissolution, any assets will be dis­
tributed to the following organizations in total to the first 
organization sequentially, which is still. in existence and which 
has established appropriate eJcempt status as an organization des­
cribed in Section 501(c) (3) of the.Internal Revenue Code, contri­
butions to which are tax deductible, or to a State or Local Govern­
ment for public purposes.·' 

/5/ Charles H.Hubbs 
President 

'1. Air Commando ·Associad.on 
2. Air Force Aid Society 
3. American Red Cross 
4. Any other organization selected 

that meets the re~uirements of 
IRC Section 501(c)(3) • 

.. 
• 

Majori ty Appl'oved: 4 Mar 1976 

. i~'~l~~ 

Ranch Hand-Vietnam Association 

,'i 

,;,'. 
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'. 
Fi Ii ng Fee 

'Certificatiorl Fee 
Total 

\F lil tID) 
iYli\'{ -4\~ 
~~-:, 

$ ;.00 
;.00 

$10.00 

NONPROFIT 

" 

CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT OF CERTI FICATE 
OF INCORPORATION • 

'. 

"cc.'t.\,l\il~fl1Mlir si gned, the Pres.i dent and the Secretary of the RAi~Cli HAND_VIi;;'l'NAM 
Association duly incorporated under the laws of the State of New J~rsey, hereby certify, 

. t.h.It tt a ie'gul ar meeti ng of the sai d AssQ.ciatipn hel d at i ts4C1 ub Hpuse at!16 ··8.l' 1 
l.b!) ee ve in the Ci ty of LleJ.I"ora ,on ,··arCD l:f, at " 
o'clock, and said Association by a majority of the votes cast by the members of said 
Association present at said meeting resolved to change the. purposes of said Association 

" as herei nafter sped fi ed, lind to thll t end we .do certify and set forttn . 

I. That the name of said Corporat'ion in use immediately pr.eceding the passage of the 
I'esol uti on as aforesai d, and a t the maki ng, recordi ng and fi ling of thi s certifi cate, is 

RAWCH HAl'ilJ_VUTiiAIVJ Al;;SvClATICN_ 

2. The location of the principal office of this corporation is at No. 
165 .Lee ~ve Street, in the City of belford County of .,"onmouth and the 
name of the resident agent therein and in charge thereof, upon whom process against the 
corporat i on may be served, is Charles H .• Hubbs 

. . la Unchanged' However. the 
dlss1>'lut'ib~u~if.Cltfci~ f~ ~'lieftW'/d'rto\Pb.i!r "C'6eb:onform to federal Internal 

Revenue ~ervice Code as follows. , . 
ARTICLE XV (amended totally to readi) -In the event of dissolution. 

any assets will be distriquted to tho following organizations in total to 
the first orP,nnization sequentially. which is still in existence and which 
MS established appropriate exempt status as an organiZation described in 
Section 501(c)(3) of ths lnternal.rlevenue ~ode. contributions tQ which are 
tax deductible. or to a ;;;;tate or Local ..tovernlllont for public purposes." 

1. 
2. 

l: 
Air ~ommando A~socia~ion 
Air rorce Aid ~ociety 
American Had Cross 
Any other organization selected 
that meets the requirement of 
IRC ~ection 501(c){3). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and the seal of the said 
, as aforesai d at Belford , New Jersey on thi s 

20 day of Aprt 1 

(SEAL) 

Attest: 

Secretary 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY ) 
: SS 

County of MONMOUTH) 

1914 

.. Be it remembered tha t on thi s 20th day of Aprl1 A. D. one thousand ni ne 
hundred and seventy Six, before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public in .. and Lor the" ' 
County of MONMOUTH and State of New Jersey, personally appeared ~·AU'" • 1.iJ.A~l:v.'i 
MRCl~",U9jJ9.¥IJ1l!'E ... q~llll sworn, does depose and say that he is the Secretary or the 

, Association, as aforesaid, and well knows the corporate seal of 
said Association so as aforesaid in the foregoing certiti&A~~Q;~~~the same was so 
affixed thereto and the said certificate was signed by , who was at the 
date and execution thereof the President of the said Association, in the presence of said 
deponent, as the voluntary act a~d deed of the said Association in pursuance of a resolu­
tion so as aforesaid passed and that the said deponent at the same time signed the same as 
subscribing witness. . 

.$Worn and subscribed ) 
before me at Be Toril ) 
New Jersey the day and ) 
year aforesaid. ) 

C-142 
3·22·72 

• t 
i, 

., 

~" .:~; 
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~ANCH HAND 
CHARLIE HUBBS 

----

6002 SUMMERHILL RD. 
CAMP SPRINGS. MD. 20031 
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{5"I'1JC3(g- !tJOO 
Mr. ~ F. Oreffioe 
President 
Dow Chemioal Corporation 
20,0 Dow Center 
Midland. Michigan 48640 

Dear Sil'l 

Ja.nuary 16. 1979 

As prea1dent of the Ranoh Hand Vietnam ... ssooiation. I am 
oftering any as.istanoe I oan provide Dow Chemioal Corporation 
in the ola •• aotion .uit filed by Citizen SQldiers oono.rning 
"agent orange". reoently r.port.d in the pre ••• 

A. you know. this defoliant was u.ed .xtensively in Vietnsm 
over a nine year period an4 was di.pensed by member. of an elite 
Air Foroe unit ,enerally IIl!I.ferred to a. Ranch Hand. Sino. 1966 
former member. of 10th. Ranch" have gath.red for annual r.unions. 
and today the as.ociation remains in contaot with approximately 
240 personnel from the unit. 

;W·
N

,' On January 11. 1979. I met with members of the .(rr"'1Voroe 
Surgeon General'. staff to discuss the "agent orange" debate. 
This meeting wa. prior to a taped TV interview with WETA-TV (PBS) 
in Wa.hingt~D.C. (to be aired in mid-February) in which I re­
enforced thfAir Force's po.i tion. 

It i. my per.onal belief and the position of our a.sociation 
that olaime to the Veterans Admin1etration attempting to link 
pr .••• nt medical problems to alle,.d .xpo.ure to "agent orange" 
are unfounded andlaok BcientU'lo foundaUon. Our a •• ooiation 
has no knowledge of former Ranch Hand memb.rs having msdical 
probl.ms .ymptomatbally relat.d t.O "ag.nt orang.... Furth.rmor •• 
nons. to our knowl.dg.. of those making th.se olaims are former 
members ot Operation Ranch Hand. 

As a veteran of~hr.e-and-a-halt years with Ranch Hand in 
Vletnam and as prssident of the assooiation. I and the assooiation 
stand ready to provide any a.s1etanoe we can. 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton Beach 
Florida )2,548 
(904)24'-5696 

Very truly your., 

Jack Spey, Prsaldent 
Ranch Hand vtetnam A.sooiation 



DOW CHEMICAL U.S.A. 

January 25, 1979 

Mr. Jack Spey, President 
Ranch Hand Vietnam Association 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida 32548 

Dear Mr. Spey: 

BENNEn BUILDING 

2030 DOW CENTER 

MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 48840 

Paul Oreffice has asked that I reply to your letter of 
January 16 offering your assistance in the class action 
concerning Agent Orange. 

We were pleased that your conclusions with respect to 
the safety of this material were the same as ours. 
We have probably developed as much technical data proving 
the safety of 2,4,5-T as exists on any other chemical 
product sold. Unfortunately all this data has not 
been enough to stop the emotional attacks from a number 
of veterans. 

We too have communicated with the Veteran's Administration 
and appreciate the support they have given on this problem. 
It appears that Mr. Reutersham's problems were not related 
to exposure to Agent Orange and the class action suit 
mayor may not be a valid one against us. I guess we will 
have to wait until we see the response from the widespread 
publicity and any acts that may occur in court. 

Again, we very much appreciate your kind offer of assistance 
and if there is a way we may use it, we will be in touch 
with you. 

Very truly yours, 

~~)('~ 
• H. Hanes 

Vice President and 
General Counsel 

cc: P. F. Oreffice 

r 

AN OpeRATlNQ UNIT OF THe DOW CHeMICAL COMPANY 



Mr. Paul Oreffioe, Prealdent 
Dow Chemical COIllJl&J\Y 
Bennett Building 
2030 Dow Center 
Midland. Miohigan 48640 

Dear Mr. Orefti ••• 

April 26, 1979 

In an effort to thank you tor the opportunity to 
vial t Dow Chemioal OompaJ\Y th1e pan weelt, I want to .ay 
that I am proUd to have been able to a •• i.t you in the 
"agent orange" oontroverey, if only in a minor oapad ty. 

lour .olllJl&J\Y's phil.sop~. and the dedication and 
profe •• ionalism di.plaled bl all tho.e with whom I met 
made a di.tinct and lasting impre.eion on me. 

Spe.1&l thanka must go to Mirrel Kepl'lUt. Manager 
ot Internatio1'll.1 Public I •• uee, and D01'll.ld Fraler, Olai1llll 
Ma1'll.ger. whue pere01'll.1 ettort. and kindne.. made my vial t 
meaningfUl. informative and rewarding. 

I s1nc.re~ hope my emall oontrlbutlon wae wori~ 
of lOur expeotations. . 

8.50 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. walton Beaoh 
Florida 32.548 

loun very truly. 

Jaok Spey 



Honorable David. D. Bonior 
Reprt.entative from Michigan 
HOUlle ot Representatives 
waahington. D.C. 20515 

April 26. 1979 

Subjeot. Detoliant Chemioal 245T ("Agent orange") 

Dear Sfr. 

As president ot the Ranoh Hand Vietnam Assooiation. I am 
wri ting to otter any assistance I or the association can provide 
your committee in d.etermining and evaluating the taota conoerning 
245T ("Agent Orange"). 

Aa you know, this defoliant was UII.d .xtensively in Vi.tnam 
over a nine y.-r period and waa loaded and dispense<t by members 
ot an elite Air Foroe unit, generally referred to ... Ranch Hand. 
sinoe 1966, veterans of "the Ranch" gather annually to renew 
old. aoquaintanoes, tell "war storles" and share the oomradery 
that was ons trademark ot our unit. 

Ranch Hand pereonnel w.re eminently involved with the ohemioal 
245T. Our oontact with the material was fre,Ullnt and to a dgniticant 
degree. There were no dgns ot chloracns, the hallmark ot exposure 
to highly ohlerinated 4ibensodiax1ns. It ls, theretore, legieal to 
asaWllil that our de~e and frequency ot oontaot (hlchaat ot any 
paraonnel in Vietnam) with the chemioal. waa not P'eat enough to 
oause problema, and thUII reinter.es the olaim tor the inherent 
satety ot the produot. 

It is nr:I personal beUet. and the position ot our a.soelation. 
that the olaims attempting to link mllnt meUCla! probl.ms to 
all.,ed IXPoaure to "Agent orang." are totally untOUndld and laok 
sOientifio toUndatlan. 

As a veteran ot thre ..... nd-a·halt yearewith Ranch Hand in 
Vietnam and &8 current pr.sid.nt ot the as.ociation. I and the 
a.sociation stand ready to provide any assistanoe we can ta you 
and your oommitte •• 

850 Tarpon Dr. 
Ft. Walton B.aoh 
Flarida '2548 
(904) 24'''5696 

V.ry truly yours, 

Jaok Spay. lVIajor USAF (RET) 
President, Ranch Hand Vietnam Assoo. 
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THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY 

PAUL F. OREFFICE 
",IIDeNT ANDCHII'PICUTIVI 

Mr. Jack Spey 
850 Tarpon Drive 
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida 

Dear Jack: 

32548 

2080 DOW CENTBR 

MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 488"0 

May I, 1979 

Thanks for your letter, and thanks even more for working 
with us on the "Agent Orange" controversy._ 

We're very glad there are folks like you who are 
to speak out for truth and scientific accuracy. 
me, we appreciate your help. 

ja 

willing 
Believe 

l' t LVi< S a !!!!l kaJ t«l( 

t0ccf 7°(/, 72",J(SI'Y"/~ 
/ 



STATBMENT FOil THill l!.ECORD 1!'1l0M THIl: PRUIDENT, RANCH HAND 
------- """VIETNAM ASiOCUTIO.N 

------~~~~~~~ 

~'o .. o h SleI! doubt that durin. tho Vietnalll conflict. USAF 
abu'elll a.nd around lIIaintenulce per.onne1 of Operation Rauch 
Hand experienced the 1II01t frequent and diroct c.ntact with tbo 
defolint UST. 

To our kuowlod.o, durina the ontiro Viotnolll involve.e.t 
(frOIll 1962 untl 1971) theYO were neveY eny 'ylll~eollla that 
lIIanUett th.llln1,,0. followina ex,uur. to hilh1y florin.ted 
hydrocarbo.a "lUlh at dioxin. Thore well'. no unu."a1 un.xlIlaiaod 
phy.toal ~robl"III'. AlIon".l1y, USAf aboll'ew. ro.eivod tholl'oulh 
f1 ilhtl'tlyot.o.ah. Tho lllea lived oad WOl'ked aluo1y to.other 
uul a.a1 u*,u.uol , .. obl.l .... uoh at chlorao .. o (the halllllark .)'m,telll 
of OX1)o,u". to 4iexill) we\llid net have lela. uanothed Oil' 

unro,orted had they bo.lIo. ,11''' oat . 

'rodey, \:ho lalllch Ha.d Viot.o .. A .... iatloa kllOwa Of no lncli­
vidual. hevi •• ,.yaicel ... obl .. m. th.t .au b. linked \:0 'On~e.t 
whh 24JT. We .... awnottl .. ell. , •• pond ... alll.e. of valU 
.cientiHc data .howa IlIO .a.a. tln4 dhet :rtil.Uo •• bi, ltotwee1l. 
u:pou:re to 'haill. h th. IIhuu qua.t1l:i .. £.,.11:4· ill 24STanc! 
auy pr.sent lIIediuldifU.u1d... . 

It to tho A'lIoci •. don', p •• ith_, • .,.4 lIIillle, tba,t 24'T •• 
•• ed in Vi.t.a. wa.a •• f. atl,d p1-'''OI\ dOfoliant. a.d , ••• da. 
lliek t. pn.GalllGl :i.1:!lVolved with handlb, Oil diobuuel of th. 
maeerial. 

Da.o: 

, 



seMto \ 

.. D;~ Rioha~d iA~ Levinson 
Deputy A •• i •• nt Chid Medical Director 
tor 'Prote •• !.o~l Service. (llB) 

Veterans Admini.tration Central Office 
810 Vermont Ave. N~W. . 
washington. D.C. 20420 

'.' 
17 Deoember 1979 

BIOGR4PHIOAL INPORMlTION 

·;,W';;'".'.;.'" , ;J" "" OP OURUM PRISIDENT 0' 

JWlCH tiANP YlII'MI6§SQgIA'lIOn 

Jaolc S"l~·'.S_;l1SA'(RET) .fciiMd. Opera\S; •• '''Mh'.nd wheft 
It .. "'Iube" 1n tn. OId.iS Sta.81ft Oowbe .. ot 1961, &ft4 .. 
'-epa-ore. with. uS,., t. South IU" .lila tMt lIa. ,... .J. Spe7 
........ with tM unit as a pi1o" 1ft V1.tRa. tor tl\He alld . oM-kalt J'8&l"8. . . .. 

In May .t 1966. MaJ. spe), ...... 81C1lll4 ,.. •• n.tRall "It 
Hurl1nln'l.,14.Plori4&. the valniDl bU_ to'lt 011, ,11 ...... ft. 
to Silo ~1I.n 'bwtnCltor,notwi_ tbe Tralnbta wiat.~, ... 
i ... ntlt lIIYel,.. 1ft 11M ...... U' •• nt·awl .x,._! .. • t ,.. IftaMh Hand .JIft' '"'1n ... ,.. .. ra .. &ft4 hili ...... 011, .~.i:te.t .. O"ratien 
RanohHa.DIlut111969.. _J.S,.)' Mld 11M _l~l""Ql:d .• t Pll.t 
at HwrUurt.,lell and ...... ,...U.1o ter ",.,1111 ..... vine 
the tra~ ~ a ....... ln'tIItel'lJi& ... louatl.n·t11&h ... (OMolI: 
.. 1 .... ) 110 ...... ,or ,ilote and ,rad_", •• t tM ~lIt. ...... ,.,., '. 
hlah .taniIaI'O .t •• fiobno),_ Wb11 .. , •• 1oMcl 1n .PJ,ov:lida· •• ,. S1*)" ,i 

tllw ,8 ...... · .11 .. 1I1on 11 .... 1_ on lal1n', .... · .. " •• pJ/'&J1a&a"'5'l'·· ....... . 
'to "_'teniM 4.,.hlon rate. &nil ,.'h wUthM'tM ___ ,. .,.1,.n1l. . 

Ma~. Spa,·, _ ..... lno1Wh4 cst 1 ..... in SIA.(Vs.."", .. &ft4 Uo.>' . 
1300 .000bat t~S.1lI be .. alid 9 y8&ft et 411'0.* ... linillNet i.el"_nt 
with Opo .... t1on IWWh Hand. 



--'~ Dr. Richard A. Levinson 
Deputy Assistant Chief Medical Director for Professional Services (llB) Veterans Administration Central Office 810 Vermont Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420 
17 December 1979 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION OF 
RANCH HA~p YUTMI:4 ASSOCIAUON 

In 1966 •• ven1 n.tJ'IIL1II vetePnIJ ot Opel'&1I101\ R&aoh H&n4 40014.. to hold, .. "union ot t __ 1I" I118l11b..... ,. .... na1 "aord • • n .... IIl1mt4 to preuae ........... ot thOP who.had ..... 14 1n 'CM ~i .. n1.atl.n •. The U.S. 41Jo , ..... loo .. tol:' prev1., ............... . arid ..... re.ult .t oftloial bill ,. ...... 1 .ttorte ...... t.1' 01 .. pproxbiate1)' 900 peopl .... , ' .... d b.v 1971. 
ReWl1cma have ~ .. held I1no.1967 .. nd the .... 1&Uon publi.he. tnrnli_lett," ..... 14 • 
. Th. J>l'1mar7 ObJ .. tlve ot the organllaUon 18 te _lntatn . oontaot ,,1'I;hU ~ I.1'U1' _III~'" ot Op6nt1enRIMh HIl.m1 and nalntaln t ... oOllllllOradary .. nd ... ".111 Door,. iija1l ..... IVone: wl ththe \lJlU 1n netnalll. . . . 
In 1971th8 OI'&.n1~1It.n1neOl'por.1ieclu a ..... ~oth . OI'Iwaa1ilcln ... 11 .... ' bb • __ bate1)' aoo ,.nonne1whb whom the ..... ta1lbn1. Ineem •• t. . . 
Annual Z'.\lJl1Ona are held 1n Ft'. Walton I .... h. Fl ... 14&'Q .. .. bout 15 Ootebel'. 


