4408th Combat Crew Training Squadron
Eglin Aux F1d #9, Fla 32544

Mbny past members of Ranch Hand have expressed the desire to hold a
periodic reunion for all "retired Rancheros'.

Since the unit ie a unigue one, with & remarkable record, a reunicn
seems to be in order. This letter is intended to start the ball rolling.

The first reunion is now beinglplanned for Saturday night, March the
18th, at the Randolph Officere Club, Randolph AFB, San Antonio, Texas. A
modest dinner, drinks, eto., are plammed, the cost to be borne by those who
attend.

Recervations will be made for you, BOQ efc;, upon recelpt of your
intentions.

~ Many of you receiving this aotioce are now serving overseas and will not
be‘able to attend; however, please fill out the encloeed guestionnaire so we
here at home are able to keep in touch regerding the results of the firet got
together and plans for the future.

Those. of us who plan to attend are encouraged to bring films, slides,
and momentoes of our Vietrsm tour. As your replies come in you will be sent
a list of "Rancheros" stationed in your area that you ocan contact by AUTOVON
regarding transportation. Speedy replies will insure better co-ordination.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you in March.

Sinoerely,

ot Sy

Jack Spey

AUTOVON NUMBER 899-1400 Extension 4~3119
4-6216



2 March 1967
Dear Ranchers:

Your affirmative response rsgarding the reunion is appreciated
by those interested in maintainfing a certain fellowship regarding
our former unit. On Saturdey, March 1l8th at Randolph AFB Offlcer's Club
club the following progrem is planned.

1800«1900 (Qpen Bar
1900-2000 Dimner
2000-2130 Open Bar
2130~ As you like

Enolosed is a card giving us useful telephone numbers for use at
Randolph. Major Dresser is our man in San Antonio.

As is expeoted there will be meny last minute changes regarding
airoraft availability; your ability to Join us; so with this in mind
please keep Captain Spey informed so piock up arrangsments may be
arranged for you.

Some of you are being depended upon for transport so keep us in-
formed here in Florida. SETZ YOU ON THE 18TH.

Sincerely,

A408 GCTS
urlburt 14, Fla
AUTOVAN 899-1400 Ext 43119 or 46216

Home Phone 243-0670, Arvea Code 904
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» ' Ranch Hand-Vietnam Association
. cfo Charlie Hubbs .~
. 6002 Summerhill Road .
. Camp Springs, Maryland - 20031

 _Gent1emen=

‘JThia‘is in reference io your abpliééiioﬁ for exemption,'Form 1023,
'We will need the following additional information before we can
continue with the proceSsing_pf your application. A reply within
15 days will be dppreciated. ool T v

© 1. It is noted that there is no provision in your Articles
: of Tncorporation to show what disposition would be made
of your assets in the event of diszolution, In order to
oo satisfy the organizational test.-prescribed by Section
. 1.501(e)(3)-1(b)(4) of the Income Tax Regulations which
- requires the permanent dedication of assets,.it will be
necessary that you amend the Articles of Incorporation .
to reflect the following, "in the event of dissolution,
any assets will be distributed to an organization (or
organizations) which has egtablished appropriate exempt
gtatus as sn organization described in Section 501.{e)(3)
" of the Internal Revenue Code, contributicns to which are
- deductible, or to a state or local government for public -
purposes,"” ' S IR )

2. If you will be making grants £o individuals, please submits

- {a) . Criteria for selection R |
(b) If grants are for scholarships show . _ SRR

B (1) Whether payment is made direct to the indivi~ o
: ’ dual or to the school which the individual will
. _-attend. : S
(2) Published rules for selection ' o
(3) Rules of eligibility of recipients of scholar-
ships. : ) o _

%, Submit a narrative deseription of the nature of your activ-
ities in which you are now engaged and propoged activities,
ingluding the means and methods employed to conduct such
activities, : ' ' '




OFFICERS S ' ; ' DIRECTORS

President Charlie Hubbs . ) ’ Col R
Vice President Ray Lamaire . ) ] . - : Cgl H:Is;hMg::;::r
Secretary Paul Clanton . i Lt Cal {Ret} Bob Dennis

-Treasurer Pate Spivey

Trustee Russ Mohnay Lt Col (Ret} Don Stewart

Lt Col (Rat) Art McCannell
Lt Cot {Ret} Rex Stoner
Lt Col Bud Fisher

Secretary of State . : Charles H Hubbs
State onyew Jersey - . 6002 Summerhill Rd
Trenton, New Jersey S Camp bprlngs. MD 20031

‘25 March 1976

(e

Dear Sir,

b

Please amend the incorporation papers of the
RANCH HAND-VIETNAM Association as requested by the .

attached IRS letter.

Attached are the basic items rd qulred to assist
you in this request:

A, IRS letter

B, Pirst page of original certlflcate of #
incorporation _
C. Conformed copy of amenddd articles of
incorporation
Sincerely,

GEYRITVIA

CHARLES H HUBBS

. Pregident
RANCH HAND-VIETNAM Assoc.,

Attach: 3



 CONFORMED COPY

' ARTICLE XV, Articles of Incorporation amend totally to

read: "In the event of dissolution, any assets will be dis~- )
tributed to the following organlzatlons .in total to the first
organization sequentially, which is still in existence and which
has established appropriate ‘exempt. status as an organization des-
. eribed in Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, contri-

- butions to which are tax deductlble, or to a State or Local Govern-
*. ment for publlc purposes.' _ -

. . . 4

Air Commando Association

‘Air Force Aid Society

American Red Cross :
Any other organlzatlon selected

- that meets the recuirements of

- IRC Section 501 (c) (3).

.{1

B WA
L] L] » .

MaJority Approved 4 Mar 1976'
" /s/ Charles H. Hubbs gy

President S ST R e
Ranch Hand-Vietnam Assoc1at1on e Lo et
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 Filtng Fee § 5,00

Certificatiod Fee . 5.00 | ' AR °, v o R o
Total m - : . -'.W{‘-"' s :
F “ “: E@ .. e NONPROFIT _ .
. CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT'OF CERTIFICATE
- MAY - 41976 ~ OF INCORPORATION Lo

PRETOeT g : : S o . B L
cuE Th@faRder signed, the President and the Secretary of the RANCH HAND=VILINAM
Association duly incorporated under the laws of the State of New Jersey, hereby certify,
" t a pegular meeting of the said Assqciati n held at its, Club House at -, e
SIEE Led AV : in the City of ue".l._f'orcf : , on - sarch __ 1_;6,- at BFY
o'clock, and said Association by a majority of the votes cast by the members of said
Association present at said meeting resolved to change the. purposes of said Association
.. as hereinafter specified, and to that end we do certify and set forth: - :
1. That the name of said Corporatfén in use immediately ﬁ?eceding the passage of the -

resolution as aforesaid, and at the making, recording and filing of this certificate, is

RANCH HAND«VIETNALN ASSUCIATIUN .

ia ‘The location of the principal office of this corporation is at No. I
165 Lee AVve  street, in the City of Belford - county of swonmouth and the
name of the resident agent therein and in charge thereof, upon whom process against the

corporation may be served, is {harles H, lHubbs

Unchanged? However, the

atesb1ubiBR A1y £5 gﬁ%ﬁ%Qﬁ”%B%ﬁii}(ESGEbnform to Federal Internal
Revenue Service Code as followss | o |

ARTICLE XV (amended totally to readi) "In the event of dissolution,
any assets will be distrifuted to thu following organizations in total to
the first organization sequentially, which ies still in existence and which

" has entablished appropriate exempt status as an orzanization described in.
.. Section 501(c){3) of the Internal Revenus vode, contributions to which are

tax deductible, or to a State or Local vovernment for public_purpqses.f

U 1. Air Commando Association
SR ' , 2, Atr Force Ald Soclety
2. American ied Lross
« Any other orgzanization selected
that meets the requirement of
IRC Section 501(c)(3).

- S
~ IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and the seal of the said
' ‘ , as aforesaid at Belford , New Jersey on this
20 day of Apri 1976 .
o N President @ Ii MA ’
~ (SEAL) | : =z
: Secretary.- ‘ ' ™
Attest: | | '
| Secretafy‘ -
STATE OF NEW JERSEY )
ST £ SS
. County of ~ MONMOUTH) o B . . U S
‘=" Be it remembered that on this 20th day of April A,D, one thousand nine
hundred and seventy S§§x , before me, the subscriber, a Notary Public in_and for the. . .
County of MONMOUTH and State of New Jersey, personally appeared HAH L‘- CLANLUN

ROACiPeing bave duly sworn, does depose and say that he is the Secretary of the :

* Association, as aforesaid, and well knows the corporate seal of
safd Association so as aforesaid in the foregoing certifigatBunamed; rRhwbisthe same was so
affixed thereto and the said certificate was signed by "y who was at the
date and execution thereof the President of the said Association, in the presence of said
deponent, as the voluntary act and deed of the said Association in pursuance of a resolu-
tion so as aforesaid passed and that the said deponent at the same time signed the same as
subscribing witness, ' :

New Jersey the day and

Sworn and subscribed )
before me at%.{}ord )

)
year aforesaid. )

<k A d ﬂ,g-u__‘,._,_,: (J 6[»«!44,:))
- . N H : il i .r44"‘\

N P . o O
C-1h2 . , T o OLARY, £ G o Ep oy ST TROTY
o - R _ My Commisalieany, Rubliers

3-22-72

B v sganpmian 4T
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RANCH HAND o
CHARLIE HUBBS |

6002 SUMMERHILL ROD.

CAMP SPRINGS, MD. 2003
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¢ -02 )% January 16, 1979

£77. 63
(§17)636-/000

Mr. F. F. Oreffice
President

Dow Chemiecal Corporation
2030 Dow Center

Midland, Michigan 48640

uDear Sir:

g As president of the Ranch Hand Vietnam Association, I am

offering any assistance I ¢an provide Dow Chemioal Corporation
in the clags action suit filed by Citizen Soldiers coneerning

“"agent orange", recently reported in the press.

As you know, this defoliant was used extensively in Vietnam
over a nine {ear period and was dispensed by members of an elite
Alr Force unit generally rdferred to as Ranch Hand., Since 1966
former membera of "the Ranch" have gathered for annual reunions,
and today the asasoclation remalins in contact with approximately
240 personnel from the unit,

On January 11, 1979, I met with members of the ALr ¥Férce
Surgeon Ganeral's staff to discuss the "agent orange" debate.
This meeting was prior to a taped TV interview with WETA-TV (FBS)
in washingtons D.C. (to be aired in mid-February) in which I re-
enforced thé Alr Force's pesitioen.

- It is my personal belief and the position of our assoclation
that claime to the Veterans Administration attempting to link
present medioal problems to alleged exposure to "agent orange®
are unfounded and lack solaentific foundation, Our association
has no knowledge of former Ranch Hand members having medical
problems symptomatically ralated to "agent orange®. Furthermore,
none, to our knowledge, of those making these claims are former
membars of Opsaration Ranch Hand,

As a veteran of ‘4three-and-a-half years with Ranoh Hand in
Vietnam and as president of the association, I and the assoeclation
stand ready to provide any assistance we can.

Very truly yours,

Jaeck Spey, President
Ranch Hand Viotnam Association

850 Tarpon Dr.

Ft. Walton Beach
Flerida 32548
(99&)2&3-5696
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<» DOW CHEMICAL U.S.A.

BENNETT BUILDING
2030 DOW CENTER

January 25, 1973 MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 48640

Mr. Jack Spéy, President

“Ranch Hand Vietnam Association

850 Tarpon Drive
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida 32548

Dear Mr. Spey:

Paul Oreffice has asked that I reply to your letter of
January 16 offering your assistance in the class action
concerning Agent Orange.

We were pleased that your conclusions with respect to

the safety of this material were the same as ours.

We have probably developed as much technical data proving
the safety of 2,4,5-T as exists on any other chemical
product sold. Unfortunately all this data has not

been enough to stop the emotional attacks from a number
of veterans. .

We too have communicated with the Veteran's Administration
and appreciate the support they have given on this problem.
It appears that Mr. Reutersham's problems were not related
to exposure to Agent Orange and the class action suit

may or may not be a valid one against us. I guess we will
have to wait until we see the response from the widespread
publicity and any acts that may occur in court.

Again, we very much appreciate your kind offer of assistance
and if there is a way we may use it, we will be in touch
with you.

Very truly yoﬁrs,

Vice President and
General Counsel

cc: P. F., Oreffice

r

AN OPERATING UNIT OF THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY



April 26, 1979

Mr. Paul Oreffice, President
Dow Chemioal Company

Bennett Bullding

2030 Dow Center

Midland, Mishigan 48640

Deay Mr. Oreffice:

In an effort to thank you for the opportunity to
visit Dow Chemical Company thls past weelk, I want to say
that I am proud to have been able %o assist you in the
"sgent orange® controversy, if only in a minor capacity.

Your cemrnny's philescphy, and the dedication and
professioraliam displayed by all those with whom I met
made & distinet and lasting impression on me.

: Special thanks must go to Mirrel Kephart, Manager
of International Public Issuss, and Donald Frayer, Claims
Mnnuinr. whose personal efferts and kindness made my vielt
meaningful, informative and rewarding.

I sinoerely hope my small gontribution was worthy
of your expectations. . ‘

Yours viry truly,

- Juak Spey

850 Tarpon Drive
Ft. Walton Beach
Florida 32548



April 26, 1979

a

Honorable David D. Benior
Representative from Michigan
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20815

Subject) Defoliant Chemical 2457 (“Agent Orange")
Dear Sirs

As president of the Ranch Hand Vietnam Assoclation, I &m
writing to offer any assistance I or the association can provide
zaur committes in determining and evaluating the facts soncerning

43T ("Agent Orange").

As you know, this defoliant was used extsnsively in Vietnan
over & nine year peried and was loaded and dispensed by members
of an elite Alr Foree unit, generally referred to as Ranch Hand.
Since 1966, veterans of "the Ranch" gather annually to renew
old acquaintances, tell "war stories® and share the comradery
that was one trademark ¢f our unit. :

Ranch Hand personnel wers eminently invelved with ths chsmieal
2457, Our contast with the material was frequent and to a significant
degree. Thers were ne signs of chloracne, the hallmark of sxposure
to highly chlerinated dibenzodioxina. It is, therefore, legical to
assume that our degree and frequensy of contact (highest of any
perscnnel in Vietnam) with the chemical, was not great eneugh to
cause problems, and thus reinforces the elaim for the inherent
safety of the product.

It is personal belief, and the pesition of our association,
~ that the clalms attempting to link present medieal probdlems to
alleged exposure to “Agent Orange™ are totally unfounded and laok
scientifie foundation, '

As a veteran ef three-and-a~half years with Ranoh Hand in
Vietram and as current president of the association, I and the
association stand ready to provide any assistance ws can to you
and your oommittes. _ :

Vbry truly yours,

Jack Spay, Bajor USAF (RET)
Fresident, Ranch Hand Vi.tnlm‘AIIQCo

840 Tarpon Dr.
Ft. Walton Beaah
Florida 32548
(904) 24385696




<> THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY

PAUL F. OREFFICE 2080 DOW CENTER
_PIIND!NTANDCHIIPI!ICUTIVI MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 48840
May 1, 1979

Mr. Jack Spey
850 Tarpon Drive
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida 32548

Dear Jack:

Thanks for your letter, and thanks even more for working
with us on the "Agent Orange" controversy.

We're very glad there are folks like you who are willing
to speak out for truth and scientific accuracy. Believe
me, we appreciate your help.

At was a[{%ﬁ/ﬂ@wr%

o mel Yo, Theks,qpurn




~  STATEMENT FOR THE_RECORD FROM THE PRESIDENT, RANGH HARD
- - VIBTNAM ASSOCIATION.

Thexe is no doubt that during the Vietnam conflict, USAF
airerew and ground mmintenance personnel of Oparation Rapeh _
Hand experienced the most frequent and direet centact with the
defoliant 245T. - o - :

‘Te our knowledge, during the entire Vietnam involvement
(from 1962 untl 1971) there were never any symptoms that
-manifest themselves following exposure to highly florinsted
hydrocarbons suieh as dioxin. There wera no unusual udexplained
physical problems., Annually, USAF airerews received thovough
Flight Physicals. The nmen lived amd worked closely together
and any unmausl problems such as chioraens (the hallmark symptom

of exposure to dioxin) would net have gons unnoticsd or
unreported had they basen present. g _

- Today, the Ramch Hand Vistdam Assoeistion knowse of no indi-
viduale having physisal problems that aasn ba linked te sontact
with 243T. We ave avare that the prepondexance of valid -
scientific data shaws no osuse and affect relationehip between
expogure to diexin in the minyte quantities found in 245T and
any present medical ‘diffieuities. - - :

It is the Association's position, and mine, that 2497 as
used in Vietnam was ‘a safe and proven defoliamt, and pused no.
risk to personnel invelved with handling or dlabursal of the
msterial, - = ST T R :

JACR/IPE A , S
| Major USAP fRet) I .

-~ . President,/Ran¢h Hand Vietnam Associatien

Y S o ﬁﬁ. !

L




~Sent fo:

Dr. Riahagd'A, Levinson

Deputy Assistant Chlef Medical Director
for Professional Services (11B)
Veterans Administration Central Office
810 Vermont Ave, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20420

17 December 1979

Y S R

"~ BIOGRAPHICAL INPORMATION |
[ B L T I S TRE S Uk v OF GURREM PRESIDENT OF
= HAND VIES NAM_ASSOCIATION

| ‘Japk Spey, Msjor, USAP(RET) joined Opsration Ranoh Hind when

i1t was organised in the United Stites in October of 1961, and was
deploysd with the unit to South Bast Asia that same ysar. Waj. Spey
served with the unit as & pillet in Vietnan for three and oxw-half -
,m‘_ R o ' o . ' )

‘In Mey of 1966, Maj. Spay was resssigned from Vietnam to
Hurlburt Pield, Florida, the training bawe for C12) pilots enroute
to SEA. As an Dnstructor pllot with the Training Wing, he was
fomently invelved in the developwent and expansion of the Raneh Hand
spray training ,,wogmm.md instructed CL23 spray pilets for Operation
Ranech Hand wntil 1969. Maj. Spey held the pesition aw Chief Pllet
at Huriburt Field and wes responsible ror updaiing and improving
the training program and admlnistering svaluation flights (cheok
- rides) to instructor ¥1m and graduntes of the pregram te sesure
high standards of proficienay. While stationsd in Plorida, Mej. Spey '
£low numerous cklibration missions on Egiin's Rangs 52A spraying 2487
to determine depesition rates and swath width of the spray eguipment.

~ Waj. Spey's oareer inoluded 64 ymﬂ in SEA (thmm ise8),
1300 combat fiying hours and 9 years of direct or indireet involvemsnt
with Operation Ranoh Hand. | . I - -




-ﬁan"t}'toz

-

Dr. Richard A, Levinson

Deputy Assistant Chief Medical Director
for Professional Services (11B)
Veterans Administration Central Office

810 Vermont Ave., N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20420

17 December 1979

BICGRAFHICAL INFORMATION OF

. Wl .;l..__ ) .l o § ’i.!.! P bl ook %, ...

.Uin 19661u¢v-ra1;V£ntnan-#-taruns or'Opurationlennh Hand

decidsd to hold & reunion of former members. FPersoral records

vers examined to produce a roster of those who had served in the

organization. The U.S. Alr Porce locator provided some addresses

and as & result of offiocial and porsonal efforte a rostsr of
approximately 900-poap1q\uun«tbrmnd by 1971. R _ :

'“Rluhianl_havtehaln_hnld ntncc‘1967'nnu thd kiudu£ltLen
publishes four newsletters annualily. R

The rrimlry objective of the orzanisation is to meintatn

8ot with as many former members. of Opératien Ranvh Hand and
malntain the commoradary and as sprit de corps that Was ®o strong
with the unit in Vietram, SRR B

(ani 1971 the oreantsation inserperated as & mewsproftt
whom the Assoclasion s in contast. o

: Annual reunidins are held in Ft%'Ealibnﬁhuleh.:Flariﬁl3!ﬁ or
about 15 Ooteber. _ _ R Co



