
FACT SHEET 

INTRODUCTION 

The USAF School of Aerospaoe Medicine, Brooks AFB., Texas, is conducting 
the study. 

You are being invited to participate in this study because of your spe~ 

cific duties and period of assignment in Southeast Asia. 

PURPOSE 

To determine whether there is a causal relationship between your duty in 
Southeast Asia and adverse health experience. 

METHODS 

An in-depth health questionnaire will again be administered to you by a 
member of the health evaluation team from the National Opinion Research Center 
(NORC) • 

A complete profile of your current health will be obtained by physical 
examination which will be conducted by the Scripps Clinic and Research Founda­
tion in La Jolla, California. 

Anadd1tional quesUonnaire and physical examination will be given by 
these same organizations in 1987. Other examinations are planned for 1992, 
1997 and 2002. 

Your travel expenses (inoluding food and lodging) for the physical exami­
nation will be paid by the Air Force. Lodging will also be provided for 
aocompanying family members, but their food and. travel expenses are not covered 
by the Air Force. . 

A stipend of $100 per day will be paid .to partioipants who are not on 
aotiveduty, Government employees, or otherwise .precluded .by law frOm reC~ivin~ 
such a stipend. 

Confidentiality is to be strictly maintained. However, legal confidenti­
ali ty of medical information is always based on the proposi tion that "the 
protecti ve privilege ends where the public peril pegins." Therefore, serious 
medical problems which impact publ.1c health and safety or a Judicial order to 
release medical data will be the only. circUlllstances. in which information ona 
particular study participant .would be released. ThiO' Air Force and. the Justioe· 
Department were successful in preventing the release of health data from the 
first examination during a major court oa~e in 1984. 

If for example, a partici.pant were. found to hav.e typhoid fever Or t);lbercU­
losis and IUs !llness direotly ll1!pacted the health and. safety ofotherl'r" a 



oommittee oomposed of a physioian (who is a speoialist in the illness in ques~ 
tion). a physioian of the partioipant' s ohoosing, a fl1~ht Burgeon. an Ail' 
Foroe lawyer. !lnd a representative frqm the par'tloipallt'li! POQ4P!ltion .will be 
formed to review the iljformaHon. Before !lny. inform!lt,io.n is dlao:Loae4. the 
committee must determine that the findiljgs jeopardize tl1e publ10 health and 
safety .• 

These same oonfidentiality prooedures were provided during tl1e first ex­
amiljation ~n 198,? an4 no prOblem!! arOlle, No one was gro4nded orl1ad his job 
adverselY aff'eot!ld bY 1111il parUoipatlon in the study. There is no r!l<lSon to 
SUlilpeot thl;\1; 1;hilil 6xf,IIllnati<>n Phl;\.se I!lf tne stu4y Wnl pe any dltfer!lnt. 

Ba;NEFITS TO ~OU 

~04 will, reoeive a compr19i')19nli!l-ve health reView <lnd pi')ysloal !lxllmina1;!Pn qf 
. top leve:!. i e)leo4tt VI! qa:l,Hlfi1r at no Qoat tP y()uree;Lt'. . 

~ou wUl pe oomPletelY InformeQ of all. eXamination prooedUr'es, yoU oan 
def,l+lne to t!lKe any IilPliloUic pprQ911 of' the examl11aHon t11.!lt Y9\j Wl!!111..!llld Yo1,l 
wlP be oompletely lnt'ormeQ. lilt 1\In fi1l\amln!ltlon rfilli!ults, 

The ll1formatlon trom this study Will p9 pr9videQ ,1;0 your perlllonal phYS1-
Qlan if· yoy !!IO request. 

Q1,le/l1;1qnll oOn019rlll11g lille stUgy maY Pe· refel"re!il ill wri 1;ing to1;he U$AF 
SohoOl of A19rospaoe Medi¢ine. fi;piQ.eml010gy Pi visioll. Iilr'Qo\<s AFB. Texa!! 78?3!5-
5000. or if more oonvenient., tl119 informatlo11 maY llIe provideQ illY Pl10nill~ AUTOVON 

. 2~(h2414, ql'l 1'I~tllJn tll~ '\Hill\e of 'l'el'a.1I oa:1,l Qoi~e9ta.1: (51;2) ~36"3~Q~. or' from 
Ol,ltlll~<le tM!I~~te of TeXa/jl 9~U tl1!n"fr/jl/i! 1",ap.Q"'~31"'7<i!~1, 

P:J,ea!!EI 90mplll1:e i;1<le a.~t;a.QheC\ :I,Ooator oa.rC\ amI "'lIv~~e tile 
A~rpani)a.Oe MI!Q~o~ne. at t.1lE! a\;love aGl4re!!1iI an<:! p1<lone nllm!;ler'. 9f 
pl1Qne nump.!,! (;)1<\6IIl6!ell, 

USAF $\':0001 of 
allY adclres13 or 


