FACT SHEET

INTRODUCTION

The USAF School of Aerospace Medicine, Brooks AFB, Texas, 1s conducting

the study.

You are heing invited to participate in this study because of your spe«

eiflc dutles and period of asslgnment in Southeast Asla.

[}

PURPOSE

To determine whether there 1s a causal relationship between your duty in

Southeast Asla and adverse health experience.

METHODS

An in-depth health questionnaire will agaln be -administered to you by'a
member of the health evaluation team from the National Opinion Research Center
(NORC) . . _

A complete profile of your current health will be obtained by physical'

examination which will be. conducted by the Scripps Clinic and Research Founda-
“tion in La Jolla. California.

An ‘additional . questionnaire and physical examination will be given by

these same organizations in 1987. Other examinations are planned for 1992,
1997 and 2002 : ' : '

Your travel expenses (including food and lodging) for the physical exami-

nation will be paid by the Alr Force. Lodging will also be provided for

"accompanying family members, but their food and. travel expenses -are not covered

by the Air Force..

A stipend of $100 per day will be pald to participants who are not on

active. duty, Government employees, or otherwise.precluded by law from receivinSt'

such a stipend.

Confidentiality 1s to be strictly maintained. However, legal confidenti~
ality of mediecal information 1s always based on the proposition that "the
protective privilege ends where. the public peril begins." Therefore, serious
medical probleme which impact public:health. and. safety or a Jjudiclal order to -
release medical data will be -the only, eircumstances. in which information on a
-particular study participant would. be released., - The Air Force and the Justioe:
Department were successful in preventing the release of health data from the'

flirst examination during a major court case in 1984

If for example, a partioipant were found to have typhoid fever or tubercu—f--
losis and his illness directly impacted the health and safety of otherau a.




committee . compoaed of a physician (who is a specialist in the illness in ques~
‘tion), a physician of the participant's ohoosing, a flight surgeon, an Air

~ Force lawyer, and a representative from the participant's gecupation .will be

formed to review the information. - Before any. information is disolosed, the
committee must determine that the findings Jsopardize the publig health and
.safety. _

These same oonfidentiality pnocedures were provided during the first ex-

. amination in 1982. and no problems arose,. No one was - grounded or had hisg jJob

adversely affected by his partiecipation in the study. There 1is no reason to
auapect that this examination phase pf the study will be any different,

BENEFITS TO YOU

. You will receive a cemprehensive health reV1Bw and physieal exﬂmination of
top level, executive callber at no gost to youraelf,

_ . You w111 be oompletely informed of all - examination proocedures, you can:
deeline to take any speeifig portion of the examination that You wigh, and you
will be aompletely informed or all gxam;natipn results, '

. The information rrom thig atudy will be provided to your pepsonal physiff
elan if you so request. _ '

Queﬁtigns eonoern;ng ph@ ﬁtqu may be refenpad An wniting to the USAF
Sohool of Aerospace Mediains, Epidemiclogy Division, Brgoks AFB, ‘Texas 78235~
- 5000, or if more gonvenlent, the information may be provided by phening AUTQVON

24Q-2H14, or within the atate of Texas ocall ¢olleot at (512) 536~ 33@9. or from
- oytaide tha ﬁt#te of Texaa gall. t@llwrvee 1v809w531ﬂ72311

 Plesse eemplet.e the- attached locator' card and advise the USAF S¢h001 of
Aerospace Medjeine, at tne above addresa and phone numben, of any address or
_phone number @h&nses.. :



