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ottl0. ot Inlorwatlon (SAl/OXP) 
otn.. of tho Stor.ta1'1 ot tho A1r 'ozoo. 
WAlh1",toll, D.C. 20))0 

20 AU&II.t 1979 

III .Goordano. wlth the In.truoUolII ln tho brochur. ot tho Al~rt f. 
IlIIp.,n H1atorloal ..... zooh CoIIW .nd • letter trOll! J .... N. Ea._n, Jr., 
Chief I .... aroh Br.aoh. HO R. Maxw.ll AlB, A),all.... I :roqu •• t tbat I be 
,r.nte( ole.raDo. .nd .utbor1lat1on for aoo... to 0.rta111 ola •• ifled doeu_lIt. 
at the a .... roh C.ntlr. 

I as ...... nt11 '",aced 1n ro •• arohl", the h1ato1'1 ot tho "knoh Hand" 
or,all1l&t10n, boa 1V 1llo'ption ln 1961 to the terll1naUon ot operaiiou 1n 
n.t .... Tho topl0 lnol ... tho d.toliation trdll1l'11 '"&1''' at HlJrlburt AlB, 
Florida. At pre •• nt, no ooaprohenalvo work hA. been ,lIbli.hed 011 thl. 
part1oular11 unlqu. al •• 10n and tho ora.niS.tlona th.t oarrl~ Ollt the ai •• lon. 

/i$ • t,"",r ... bel' ot tho 12th A1r Co_lido Sq,lIadron, I baY. '"00'" to 
tho oral hl.tort.. and pe ... onal paper. of any tOrMl' ...weI" ot the "1'1011' 
"bllOh Haad" otll'n1I&t1olll. IIowev.r. I .lao n.ed aoe ••• to the all.7 dooll_V 
perta1n1l'11 te th". ~,.rat1on whlch a1' •• tored at the BiIIlp.on C.ntlr. lfJo. Ea.Hen 
illfolMd .. that -1\7 of the later dooll .. nte are .t111 ola •• if1ed .nd h. hal 
.Uo .. ted that I do IIQf ua •• rob .t Maxw.ll. M,y ,",.nt teaoh1ns load and Olall 
IGh_lll. ,"".Iltl aer. then • brl.f n.tt to Muw.U thll tall. but I hope to 
bes1n in-d.pth .t~ thoro dull'''", th. holid.,. betw.en ..... t.r. in Dtoaab.r 
a. Jalluary. 

:r •• a r.tired USAf Lieutenant Colonol, wUh HI't1. •• trn 1954 to 1974. 
WhU. in "I'Yio., I wa, olaered for .00 ... to Top Storet. clOOllMllw. 
V'rin •• tion ot b •• ~ound iny .. ticati.n to ..... rit, ole.ranoe oan be obtained 
1'l'01ll II\Y »erv1c. re,oNAl. 

Conti .... Uon of thi. r ••• U'Oh ..... rioll8. 101l.01lr.l1' .ttort. MY be 
obtained troa the t011.winSI 

Dr. Bo,.r A. e..II_at, Dr. Al'a01ll P. D.-r, Dr. Martin V. Me10.i, o. 
Dr. Betty M. Vn_berl.r, Tuu A&M Ulliv ••• 1ty, CoU ••• ot Liber.l Arte, 
DepartlllOnt Gt Hi.tory, CoU'S. Station. 'f ... 7764" 

01' Dr. Willi .. P. Snyder. Staft and laovlty. U.S. A.rII:I War College, Carlisle 
B.rracks, Ponn.ylvan1a 1701). 

Pl.... oonta.t .. it loan prov1cl. lOU with aA¥ further 1nt'0 .... Uon. 

Thal'llc lOU tor your trouble. 

P.ul f. Ce.il. Lt. Col., V5Al (a.t) 
,509-28 .. 2177 
1207 Mhburn 
con ... staUon, Tl 77840 



" • • l> 

Mr • .1' .... N. ICutll&n. Jr. 
Cld.t. R .... nh Bl'.noh 

Albert P. S~on Hl.torl0.l R •••• nh C.nter 
BOlt 

Mu.w.U AJ'B. AI. )6112 , 

. _________ " _____ . __ . _____ . __ --J....._''''~''_" 

21 Au, •• t 1979 

'l'b.nk Jltu tor JOur 00_unl0.Uol'l ot 2 July 1979 oonllN'nl", th. "RaMh 

Baud." ol'l.a1.laUOal aud. doellMnuUon. In .oooml'l" wlth th. broehur. 70u 
atuohed. I have .pplied to the otno. ot the S ....... r1 ot tho Air 1oro. tor 
•• ourtv olear.M •• 1Id aoo .... uthort .. ts.on to th •• 1 ... 1tled d.toliation 
proj.ot dooll .. nu_. 

Untortunate~ • ..,. ola •• IOhedulo .nd t ••• lal", lo_preolud •• n utendod. 
mit to Mu.w.ll t.h1.l t.u. I hope' to uk. a qulolc .un., n.it, how ••• r, .M 

plan • r ... arch trlp tor .0 .. t11llO dm", tho ))e .... r-JanUlI'7 bre.h betw .. n 

........ r •• 

I look torwaH to ... tilll 70U dllrl", at "lilt to Muw.ll .ncl. '''In, 
I th.nIc 70U tor 70111" till. aM troIlDl •• 

P.ul P. coon 

Prc/dlo 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SERVICE INFORMATION AND NEWS CENTER 

KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 78241 

Lieutenant Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF (Ret) 
1207 Ashburn 
College Station, TX 77840 

Dear Colonel Cecil 

28 AUG 1979 

This is in reply to your recent request for permission to research historical 
classified material at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center. 

To obtain access to classified material, please complete the attached forms 
and return them to HQ AFSINC/HNB, Kelly AFB, TX 78241, so we can process a 
limited security investigation. We will notify you when the investigation 
has been completed and access to classified (through SECRET) material is 
authorized. Processing usually takes from six to eight weeks. 

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, effective September 27, 1975, 
the information contained in attachment 1 is provided. 

Sincerely 

t&rt ~~ Sjor, USAF 
Chief, Magazine and Book Division 
Directorate of Hometown News 

--------_._---,,-----_._--,.--'--

2 Atch 
1. Privacy Act Statement 
2. Forms 

.----------.. ,--.--,-----.. - ----···-----r-------·--·-



PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

AUTHORITY: 

10 U.S.C. 8012 - "Secretary of the Air Force: powers and duties; 

delegation by;." 

44 U.S.C. 3101 - "Records management by agency heads, general duties." 

Principal Purpose(s) -- "Information is gathered to determine the trust­

worthiness of an individual requesting access to classified mal:erials and 

to determine whether or not the individual should be granted or denied 

such access. n 

Routine Uses -- "To insure a thorough review of the requestor'" qualifi­

cations, biographical information is forwarded to the following agencies 

or offices: Defense Investigative Service; Department of Justi.ce; Air 

Force Office of Special Investigations; and Air Force Personnel Security 

Group. Information may also be used for other lawful purposes, including 

law enforcement and litigation." 

Whether Disclosure is Mandatory or Voluntary and Effect on Individual of 

Not Providing Information -- "Disclosure of information is voluntary. 

Failure to disclose any or all of the requested information may mean an 

individual is denied access to classified material under the control 

of the United States Air Force." 

- Atch 1 

--. -_._._-------------_._-._._--- ----_._._. __ ._._-----"\-
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

NAME Paul Fredertck Cecil 

PRESENT ADDRESS 1207 Ashburn, College Station, TX 77840 

DATE 6. PLACE OF BIRTH 3 July 1931., Hutchinson, KS CITIZENSHIP US 

MARITAL STATUS M SOCIAL SECUR1TY NO. 509-28-2177 
NAME OF SPOUSE Barabara Ann (Gillespie) Cecil 
DATE 6. PLACE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE 8 December 1933, New Castle, PA 

PARENTS' NAMES Clarence Merle Cecil / Margaret Ellen (MackUn) Cecil 

PLACES OF BIRTH Partr\dge, KS / Hutchinson, KS 
CITIZENSHIP US / US 

SCHOOLS ATTENDED (Other than Element.ary Schaal) 
Hutchinson High School, KSI Hutchinson Jr. College, [3; 

. Kansas; Oklahoma State Univ.; Mississippi State Univ.; 
Texas State Univ. (San Marcos), TXI Texas A&M Univ. 

MILITARY SERVICE (Including dates)-

USAF, 25 March 1954 to 31 May 1974 (Lt/Col., Ret.) 

PREVIOUS OFFICIAL CLEARANCES HELD (If any) WITH DATES 

University of 
Southwest 

Top Secret/Crypto - *BI security inVestigation completed 8 Mar 1960 

PRESENT EMPLOYMENT 

Ph.D. student, Texas A&M UnivHrsHy 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS (Title of books authored, if any, and/or 
name of magazines in which articles have appeared) 

None published; Military Justice and the Mass Army: A Stud~ ,~f the 
Application of Military Law in th~ UnHed Shtes Armu 177 -1920 
(unpublished thesis) I Articl"s ponding in Historlcus. 

MATERIAL YOU DESIRE TO RESEARCH IN AIR FORCE ARCHIVES (Be specific) 

Materials pertaining to the unit' history of all organization:s associated 
with the "Ranch Hand" defoliation project in Viet Nam (1961 to 197:J) 
and with' the defoliation training unit at Hurlburt AFB, !'la. This would 
include the early advisory unit, 309th ACS, 12th ACS, and 4lHO CCTW. 

REASON FOR DESIRING ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED AIR\FORCE RECORDS (Thesis, 
magaZine, book. If book, gi.ve name of publisher you are under 
contract to, etc.) 

Ph.D. dissertation 

- ... - .. ---~--------------.-----------'---'--. 



CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS TO OFFICIAL RECORDS 
FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH PURPOSES 

1. I will abide by the regulations for safeguarding classified informa­
tion issued by the Federal agency to which this application is being 
made or regulations which otherwise have been made applicable to the 
conduct of my historical research by the aforesaid Federal agency. 

2. I understand that any classified information which I receive affects 
the national defense of the United States. 

3. I acknowledge my obligation to safeguard classified information to 
which I gain possession or knowledge. as a result of my access to 
files of any Federal agency. 

4. I agree not to reveal to any person or agency any classified informa­
tion obtained as a result of this access except as specifically 
authorized in wri.ting by the Federal agency which approved my access, 
and I further agree that I shall not use the information for purposes 
other than that set forth in my application. 

5. I agree to allow my research notes to be submitted by the custodian of 
the records repository for security review prior to their removal from 
th~ specific area assigned me for research. I further agree to submit 
five copies of my manuscript, if required, to: Chief, Office for 
Security Review (SAF/OIS), Office of Information, Office of the 
Secretary of the Air Force, Washington, D. C. 20330, for security 
review prior to publication or presentation. In each of these reviews, 
I agree to abide by the decisions to safeguard official information in 
the interests of the defense of the United States, including the reten­
tion or deletion of any parts of such notes and manuscript whenever 
any Federal agency concerned deems such retention or deletion necessary. 

6. I understand that failure to abide by conditions in this statement will 
constitute sufficient cause for canceling my access to classified informa­
tion and for denying me any future access, and may subject me to criminal 
provisions of Federal Law as referred to in 7, below. 

7. I am aware that the provisions of Title 18, U. S. Code, "Crim'~s and 
Criminal Procedures" and of the "Internal Security Act of 1950," as 
amended (Title 50, U. S. Code), prescribe, under certain circ'Jrnstances, 

\ 

(Figure 7-1, Air Force Regulation 205-1, 5 September 1975) 

~~------.-------.---------------.----
_._-----_._.----_ ..... _-_._-,._--_._. I 
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10/1/79 

Dear Charlie: 

It was good talking to you this 
afternoon. Thanks for the background, 
I'm sure it will be useful from time 
to time in future stories. 

I'm enclosing the copy of the news­
paper story we talked about. The VA guy 
who volunteered it didn't make anything 
of it, he just suggested reporters ought 
to have read it. 



____ L __________ --'--. ________ • ___ , ___ •• ____ ._. __ ... ___ ._. ____ •• ______ • ________ • __ , _______ • __ •• __ ._._"_._~_ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SERVICE INFORMATION AND NEWS CENTER 

KELLY AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 78241 

Lt Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF (Ret) 
1207 Ashburn 
College Station, TX 77840 

Dear Colonel Cecil 

2. 9 OCT 197!~ 

We are pleased to advise you the limited security investigation has been 
completed and your request to research classified SECRET Air Force historical 
records on materials pertaining to the unit history of all organizations 
associated with the "Ranch Hand" defoliation project in Vietnam (1961 to 1973) 
and the defoliation traininq unit at Hurlburt Field, Florida, to include the 
early advisory units, 309tn fiLS, l~th ACS and 44·lOLClW, is approved. You may 
conduct research at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center, Maxwell 
Air Force Base, Alabama. 

The approval for access to Air Force historical records is valid for two years 
from the date of this letter. If you should need additional time or access to 
records other than those identified, we would be happy to assist you with the 
additional authorizations. 

Attached for your convenience is a copy of the conditions governing access 
(Atch 1). If you have any questions or need assistance in having your manuscript 
reviewed by the Office for Security Review, we would be happy to assist you 
with the procedure. 

The Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center has been notified of this 
authorization. We would recommend you make advance arrangements with that office 
prior to your visit. 

I f we may be of any further ass i stance on thi s or any other matter .j nvol vi ng 
the Air Force, please let us know. 

Sincerely 

~1J[u6L 
MIL~ C. WIL~~, 1st Lt, USAF 
Deputy Chief, Magazine & Book Division 
Directorate of Hometown News 

1 Atch 
Conditions for Access 



___ - 1 __________ ... _______________________ •• ____________________ " _______ • __ ._~ ___ • ____ ~ __ _ 

CONDITIONS 'FOR ACCESS 

~\ 
This authorization is granted subject to the following conditions and 
limitations: 

1. That a limited number of'notes -- 50 pages or less -- are taken 
only from those classified documents that are vital to your research. 

2. That notes are handwritten or typed on letter-size paper. numbered 
and annotated to reflect the full title. date and classification of the fi1e 
from wh'ich the information is .extracted. 

3. That no references to intelligence sources or methodology is 
included in either the notes or the final manuscript. 

4. That notes taken from classified documents are turned over to the 
custodian of the records for submission to: Chief, Office for Security 
Review (SAF/PAS). Office of Public Affairs. Office of the Secretarv of the Air 
Force. Washington. D.C. 20330. for possible declassification. -

5. That five copies of the final manuscript be forwarded to the above 
address for final review. 

6. Approval of request does not apply to active Air Force records. 
documents marked as RESTRICTED DATE or PRIVILEGED DOCUMENTS. classified 
foreign policy records dated after December 31. 1949. or any records created 
by the Joint or Combined Chiefs of Staff. by other agencies of the U.S. 
Government or All iednations. 

7.' Approval is based on the provistons of Executive Order 12065 as. 
implemented by Department of Defense Dtrecttve 5200.1R and Air Force Regulation 
205-1. Historical Air Force records are defi,ned as those documents dated at . 
least 10 years prior to the date of the request for access or those documents 
which have been accessioned by the ArchtVist of the Uni.ted States.' 

~. 

, 


