20 August 1979

0ffice of Information (SAF/OIP)
0ffiee of the Seoretary of the Air Forve
Washington, D,.C. 20330

Sire

: In accordance with the instructions in the brochure of the Albert F,
Simpson Historical Research Centor and a letter from James N. Eastman, Jr.,
Chief, Research Eranch, HO R, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, I request that I be
granted clesrance and authorisation for access to certain classified documants

at the Ressarch Center,

: I am presently engaged in researching the history of the “Ranch Hand"
organisation, from its inception in 1961 to the termination of operations in

- Viet Nam. The topic includes the defolliation training program at Hurlburt AFE,

Florida. At present, no compreheusive work has been published on this
partioularly unique wission and the organisations that cerried out the mission.

As a former member of the 12th Air Commando Squedron, I havs access to
the oral histeries and personal papers of many former msmbers of the various
"Ransh Hand" organisations, However, I also nesd sccess to the wany doouments
pertaining teo this cpsration which are stored at the Simpson Center. Mr. Esstman
informs me that many of the later decuments are still claseified and he has
suggested that I do @y research at Maxwell. My present tesching load ard class
schedule preventis more than a brief visit to Maxwell this fall, but I hope to
begin in-depth study there during the holldays between ssuesters in December

and January.

I sm a retired USAF Lisutenant Colonsl, with service from 1954 to 1974,
While in service, I was clsared for soccess to Top Seoret documents.
Verifieation of background investigation for securiiy clearance can be obtained
from wy service reovords.

Confirmation of this research as a seriocus, scholarly effort may be
obtained from the following:

- Dr. Roger A. Beaumont, Dr. Arnold P. Krammer, Dr. Martin V. Melosi, or
Dr. Bstty M, Unterberger, Texas A3M University, College of Liberal Arts,
Department of History, College Station, Texas 77843,

or . Dr. William P, Sayder, Staff and Faoulty, U.3. Army War College, Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania 17013,
Flease sontact me if I can provide you with any further information.

Thank ysu for your troubls,

Paul F, Ceoil, Lt. Col., USAF (Ret)
509-28-2177

1207 Ashburn

College 3tatien, TX 77840




21 August 1979

Mr. James N. Eagtman, Jr.
:Chief, Research Branch

Albert F. Simpson Historioal Research Center
flOR
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112

Dear Mr. Eastman:

Thank you for your communication of 2 July 1979 conecerning the "Ranch
Eand" organisatisns and dosumentation. In accordance with the brochure you
attached, T have applied to the Offios of the Seorsdary of the Air Force for
security clearante and access suthorisation to the olassified defoliation
project doouments. '

Unfortunately, my oclass soheduls and teaching losd preclude an extended
visit to Maxwell t.hs.l fall., T hope to make a quick survey visit, however, and
plan a research trip for soms time during the December-January break betwesn

. somestors,

I look forwayd to meeting you during my visit to Maxwell andl, again,
I thank you for your time and trouble. ' '

Respeotfully,

Pl.tll P, c.cll

PFC/dle




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SERVICE INFORMATION AND NEWS CENTER
KELLY AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 78241

28 AUG 1979

Lieutenant Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF (Ret)
1207 Ashburn
College Station, TX 77840

Dear Colonel Cecil

This is in reply to your recent request for permission to research historical
classified material at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center.

To obtain access to classified material, please complete the attached forms
and return them to HQ AFSINC/HNB, Kelly AFB, TX 78241, so we can process a
limited security investigation. We will notify you when the investigation
has been completed and access to classified (through SECRET) material is
authorized. Processing usually takes from six to eight weeks.

In accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974, effective September 27, 1975,
the information contained in attachment 1 is provided.

Sincerely
)
PAUL K. HL, SR., Major, USAF 2 Atch
Chief, Magazine and Book Division 1. Privacy Act Statement

Directorate of Hometown News 2. Forms




PRIVACY ACT OF 1974

AUTHORITY:

10 U.S.C, 8012 - "Secretary of the Air Force: powers and duties;

delegation by;.”

44 U,8.C, 3101 - "Records management by agency heads, general duties,”

Pr;nc1pa1 Purpose(g) -~ "Information is gathered to determlne the trust-
worthiness of an individual requesting access to classified materials and
to determine whether or not the individual should be granted or denied

such accesgs.!

Routine Usés ~= "To iﬁsure é tﬁorough review of the fequestor‘s qualifi—
cations, biographigal information is forwarded to the following agencies
or offices; .Defense Investigative Service} Departﬁent of Justice; Aif

Force Office of Special Investlgatlons and A1r Force Personnel Security

Group. Information may also be used for other lawful purposes, including

- law enforcement apnd litigation."

Whether Disclosure is Mandatory or Voluntary and Effect on Individual of .

Not Providing Information -- "Disclosure of information is'voluntarx.

Failure to disclose any or all of the requested information may mean an

individual is denied access to classified material under the control

-of the United States Air Force,"

* Atch 1




BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

NAME, Paul Frederick Cecil
PRESENT ADDRESS 1207 Ashburn, College Station, TX 77840
DATE & PLACE OF BIRTH 3 July 1934, Hutchinson, KS ¢IT1ZENsHIP US

MARITAL STATUS M SOCIAL SECURITY NO, 509-28-2177
NAME OF SPOUSE Barabara Ann (Gillespie) Cecil :

DATE & PLACE OF BIRTH OF SPOUSE 8 December 1933, New Castle, PA

PARENTS' NAMES Clarence Merle Cecil / Margaret Ellen (Mscklin) Cecil

PLACES OF BIRTH Partridge, KS / Hutchinson, KS
CITIZENRSHIP Us Us
SCHOOLS ATTENDED (Other than Elementary School)
Hutchinson High School, KS; Hutchinson Jr. College, KS; University of
-Kansas; Oklahoma State Univ,; Mississippi State Univ.; Southwest
Texas State Univ, (San Marcos), TX; Texas A&M Univ.
MILITARY SERVICE (Including dates)

USAF, 25 March 1954 to 31 May 1974 (Lt/Col., Ret.)
PREVIOUS OFFICIAL CLEARANCES HELD (if any) WITH DATES
Top Secret/Crypto - *BI security investigation completed 8 Mar 1960

PRESENT EMPLOYMENT ' ‘
Ph.D. student, Texas A&M University

PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS (Title of books authored, if any, and/or
name of magazines in which articles have appeared)
None published; Military Justica and the Mass Army: A Study of the
Application of Military Law in the United States Army, 1776-1920
(unpublished thesis); Articles pending in Historicus,

MATERIAL YOU DESIRE TO RESEARCH IN AIR FORCE ARCHIVES (Be specific)

Materials pertaining to the unit history of all organizations associated
with the "Ranch Hand" defoliation project in Viet Nam {1961 to 1973)
and with'the defoliation training unit at Hurlburt AFB, Fla. This would
include the early advisory unit, 309th ACS, 12th ACS, and 4410 CCTW.

REASON FOR DESIRING ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED AIR, FORCE RECORDS (Thesis,
magazine, book. If book, give name of bublisher you are under
contract to, etc.)

Ph,D. dissertation




l.

CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS TC OFFICIAL RECORDS
FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH PURPOSES

I will abide by the regulations for safeguarding classified informa-
tion issued by the Federal agency to which this application is being
made or regulations which otherwise have been made applicable to the
conduct of my historical research by the aforesaid Federal agency,

I understand that any classified information which I receive affects
the national defense of the United States,

I acknowledge my obligation to safeguard classified information to
which T gain possession or knowledge as a result of my access to
files of any Federal agency.

I agree not to reveal to any person or agency any classified informa-
tion obtained as a result of this access except as specifically
authorized in writing by the Federal agency which approved my access,
and I further agree that I shall not use the information for purposes
other than that set forth in my application,

I agree to allow my research notes to be submitted by the custodian of
the records repository for security review prior to their removal from
the specific area assigned me for research, 1 further agree to submit
five copies of my manuscript, if required, to: Chief, Office for
Security Review (SAF/0IS), Office of Information, Office of the
Secretary of the Air Force, Washington, D, C, 20330, for security
review prior to publication or presentation. In each of these reviews,
I agree to abide by the decisions to safeguard official information in
the interests of the defense of the United States, including the reten-
tion or deletion of any parts of such notes and manuscript whenever

any Federal agency concerned deems such retention or deletion necessary,

I understand that failure to abide by conditions in this statement will
constitute sufficient cause for canceling my access to classified informa-
tion and for denying me any future access, and may subject me to criminal
provisions of Federal Law as referred to in 7, below,

I am aware that the provisions of Title 18, U, S, Cede, "Crimes and

Criminal Procedures'" and of the "Internmal Security Act of 1950," as
amended (Title 50, U, 5, Code), prescribe, under certain circumstances,

(Figure 7-1, Air Force Regulation 205-1, 5 September 1975)




of such information.

eriminal penalties fo1 the unauthorized disclosure of information
respecting the nalionul defense and for loss, destruclbion or compromise

This statement is made to the United States Covernment to enable it to
exercise its responsibility for the protection of information affecting
the national defense. I understand that any material false statement
which I make knowingly and willfully will subject me to the penalties

of Title 18 U.8. Code Section 1001.

1 September 1979
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Return completed forms to:

HQ AFSINC/HNB
Building 171 i
Kelly AFD TX 78241 i

G

Paul F, Cecil

(NAME )
1207 Ashburn

College Station, TX 77840

(ADDRESS)

(PUBLICATION)
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T‘m{s 1S COY WHD THWENT YoR
WERE FRNTIAG oz Dow—

10/1/79
Dear Charlie:

It was good talking to you this
afternoon. Thanks for the background,
I'm sure it will be useful from time
to time in future stories.

I'm enclosing the copy of the news-
paper story we talked about. The VA guy
who volunteered it didn't make anything
of it, he just suggested reporters ought
to have read it.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SERVICE INFORMATION AND NEWS CENTER
KELLY AIR FORCE BASE, TEXAS 78241

99 0CT 1973

Lt Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF (Ret)
1207 Ashburn
College Station, TX 77840

Dear Colonel Cecil

We are pleased to advise you the limited security investigation has been
completed and your request to research classified SECRET Air Force historical
records on materials pertaining to the unit history of all organizations
associated with the "Ranch Hand" defoliation project in Vietnam (1961 to 1973)
and the defoliatiorn training unit at Hurlburt Field, Florida, to include the
early advisory units, 309th ACS, 12th ACS and 4410CCTW, is approved. You may
conduct research at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center, Maxwell
Air Force Base, Alabama.

The approval for access to Air Force historical records is valid for two years
from the date of this letter. If you should need additional time or access to
records other than those identified, we would be happy to assist you with the
additional authorizations,

Attached for your convenience is a copy of the conditions governing access

(Atch 1). If you have any questions or need assistance in having your manuscript
reviewed by the O0ffice for Security Review, we would be happy to assist you

with the procedure.

The Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center has been netified of this
authorization. We would recommend you make advance arrangements with that office
prior to your visit.

If we may be of any further assistance on this or any other matter involving
the Air Force, please let us know.

Sincerely
MILES C. WILEY III, 1st Lt, USAF 1 Atch
Deputy Chief, Magazine & Book Division Conditions for Access

Directorate of Hometown Mews




CONDITIONS FOR ACCESS

¥

This authorization is granted subject to the following conditions and
Timitations: : '

1. That a Timited number of notes -~ 50 pages or less -- are taken
only from those classified documents that are vital to your research.

|

| : ' :

| 2. That notes are handwritten or typed on letter-size paper, numbered

i and annotated to reflect the full title, date and classification of the file
from which the information is .extracted.

3. ~That no references to intelligence sources or methodology is
included in either the notes or the final manuscript.

4. That notes taken from classified documents are turned over to the
custodian of the records for submission to: Chief, 0ffice for Security

Review (SAF/PAS), Office of Public Affairs, Office of the Secretarv of the Air
Force, Washington, D.C. 20330, for possible declassification.

5. That five copies of the final manuscript be forwarded to the above
address for final review, '

. 6. Approval of request does not apply to active Air Force records,
documents marked as RESTRICTED DATE or PRIVILEGED DOCUMENTS, classified
foreign policy records dated after December 31, 1949, or any records created
by the Joint or Combined Chiefs of Staff, by other agencies of the U.S. _ [o-
Government or Allied nations. -

7.7 Approval is based on the provisions of Executive Order 12065 as
implemented by Department of Defense Directive 5200.1R and Air. Force Requlation
205-1. Historical Air Force records are defined as those documents dated at °
least 10 years prior to the date of the request for access or those documents
which have been accessioned by the Archivist of the United States.- '




