13 February 1981

Dr. Samuel A. Kirkpatrick .
Chairman, Department of Folitical Science
Texas AMK University

éno.r Dr. Kirkpatriok;

I wish to recommend Dr. William P. Snyder, of your department,
tor the Association of Former Studmnts Distinguished Achievement in
,'l'owhing Avard. I believe that Dr. Snyder exemplifies the outstanding
. /classroom skills, academic expartise, and service to the stidents of
. Toxas ASM University, for which this award was intended. Further,

- Pr. Suyder is an example of the openness and friendliness which are a
trndition of this University.

. During the past two and one-half years, I ‘have had numerous
opportunities to obxerve and evaluate Dr, Snyder's performance. In
“the classroom, he stimulates his students into enthusiastic and active
- participadion in disoussions while maintaining diseipline without
domination. Dr. Snyder is alvays ready te shers his extensive know-
ledge with his students, encoursging them into schelarly explorations
beyond the mere routine of the textbook. This readiness to respond to
his students, both in and out of the oclassroom, provides an example to
his colleggues which is better desoribed by the word "mentor," than by
the narrower title of teacher,

"A wigse and loyal advisor“ also best desoribes Dr. Syyder's role
on a graduate committee. As a member of uy committee, he is always
available with reasoned suggestions and patient advice, In addition,
¥While absent on a teaching assignment to the Army War College, he made
himself iwmediately available by both letter and telephone to continaee
his advigory role on my committes, a task that he could have easily
avaided,

T should note that I believe that my recommendation should cam
a little more weight than that of ths usual student, As part of my
final assignment prior to retirement from the United States Air Foroce,
I regularly evaluated both teaching programs and oclassroom instructors
for the Inspestor (sneral's Office, Air Training Command. I ecan
reocommend, without reservation, Dr, William P. Snyder as an example of
all that one could hope t¢ find in a leader of the acadeaic community.

Respectfully,

Paul F. Cecil
Graduate Student
Departasnt of Hiatory
Texas AAN University



