DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
AIR FORCE OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — MAGAZINES AND BOOKS
1221 SOUTH FERN STREET, ROOM D-159
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22202

9 September 1981

Lieutenant Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF {Ret)
1207 Ashburn '
College Station, Texas 77840

Dear Colonel Cecil

I am pleased to advise you that the limited security investigation for

your access to classified USAF historical material has been completed.
Subject to the access guidelines you signed upon application and the attached
Conditions for Access, this letter authorizes you to research classified
(through SECRET) Air Force historical records pertaining to organizations
associated with Operation Ranch Hand during the period 1961-1973, 1nc1ud1ng
training and command organizations; background history of aerial spraying
units and missions.

This Tetter also authorizes you to conduct that research at the Albert F
Simpson Historical Research Center, Maxwell AFB Alabama.

The approval for access to Air Force historical records is valid for two
years from the date of this letter. If you should need additional time for
access to records stated above, or to records other than those identified,
we would be happy to assist you with the additional authorizations. If you
have any questions or need assistance in having your manuscript reviewed by
the Office for Security Review, we would be happy to assist you with this
procedure.

The facility named above has been notified of this authorization. I recommend
you call or write to make advance arrangements with them and to determine

the availability of the specific documents you wish to examine prior to your
visit. A list of record custodians is enclosed for your convenience.

If we may be of further assistance on this or any other matter involving the
Air Force, please let us know.

2 Attachments C M. SOLANDER
1. Conditions for Access l.ieutenant Colonel, USAF
2. Record Custodians Chief, Magazines and Books Division




CONDITIONS FOR ACCESS -

This authorization is granted subject to the following conditions and
limitations:

1. That a Timited number of notes -- 50 pages or less -- are taken
only from those classified documents that are vital to your research.

2. That notes are handwritten or typed on letter-size paper, numbered
and annotated to reflect the full title, date and classification of the file
from which the information is extracted. '

3. That no references to intelligence sources or methodology is
included in either the notes or the final manuscript.

4, That notes taken from classified documents are turned over to the
custodian of the records for submission to: Chief, Office for Securitv

Review (SAF/PAS), Office of Public Affairs, ODffice of the Secretarv of the Air
Force, Washington, D.C. 20330, for possible declassification.

5. That five copies of the final manuscript be forwarded to the above
address for final review.

6. Approval of request does not apply to active Air Force records,
documents marked as RESTRICTED DATA or PRIVILEGED DOCUMENTS, classified
foreign policy records dated after December 31, 1949, or any records created
by the Joint or Combined Chiefs of Staff, by other agencies of the U.S.
Government or Allied nations.

7. Approval is based on the provisions of Executive Order 12065 as
implemented by Department of Defense Directive 5200.1R and Air Force Regulation
205-1. Historical Air Force records are defined as those documents dated at
Teast 10 years prior to the date of the request for access or those documents
which have been accessioned by the Archivist of the United States. ‘
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" RECORDS CUSTODIANS
3

Modern Military Records BRranch Phone Contact:
Military Archives Division Mr. William Cunliffe
National Archives & Records Service A,C, 202-523-3340

Washington, DC 20408

0ld Military Records Branch Phone Contact:
Military Archives Division Elaine Everly
National Archives & Records Service A,C, 202 - 523-3229

Washington, DC 20408

**%Ceneral Archives Division Phone Contact;
National Archives & Records Service (GSA) Miss Janet Hargett
Washington, DC 20409 A,C, 202-763-7410
**%Reference Service Branch (Mil) Phone Contact:
Washington National Records Center Mr. Roland Wilson
Washington, DC 20409 - . A,C, 202-763-7430
Library of Congress ' Phone Contact:
Manuscript Division : Mr, Paul T, Hefron/ Mr. Fred Coker
Washington, DC 20540 A.C. 202-287-5383/7

Albert F, Simpson Historical Research Center Phone Contact:
Mrs. Judy Endicott

AFSHRC /HD A,C, 205-293-5958, 5962
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112

Office of Air Force History Phone Contact:
HQ USAF/CVAH(S) Bldg. 5681 Mr. William Heimdahl
Bolling AFB, D,C. 20332 A.C., 202-767-5090

*%% Located at 4205 Suitland Road for driving purposes
Suitland, Maryland
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§ Septembsr 1581

Reference Division
Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112

Sirs:

Requeat that you initiats reviews of the below listed studies for
deolassification in acoordance with current directives. Our University
Interlibrary Services has been informed that the studies are not
available for loan due to security classification. The purpose of this
declassifioation request is to allow me to obtain a copy through inter-
liﬁrary loan in order to oite these studies in my dissertation on the
history of herbicide operations in Southeast Asia.

LaRe, John,
“A 8tudy of Speoial Alr Missions in Support of Southeast
Asia {OQut-Country) Operations.” Research Report No. 3627,
Maxwell AFB, AL: Air War College, Alr University, 1968.

Shook, Howard W,
*Defoliation rations in Southeast Asia.” Research
Study No. AUC-44-68, Maxwell AFB, AL: Air Command and
Staff College, Air Univerdity, 1971.

Thank you for your time and trouble.
Respesctfully, .
,/::' o d /
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Paul F. Cecil
Lt. Col.. USAF| Ret.




