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BRANYA 
1311 N. TROY STREET, ARLINGTON, VA 22201 
703/528-4806 

Mr. Ceci I : 

Sept. 9, 1982 

Whi Ie I was on the road this summer doing interviews for the Vietnam 

Project, we received a letter from Dr. Terry Anderson, tell ing mE) about 

your project on Ranchhand, and mentioning that you had spent two tours 

there. Since I had passed through your area already, the message was not 

forwarded to me. However, there is a very strong possibi I ity that I 

will do more interviews next spring, so I am sending you this two page 

outline of our project. If you think that there may be some connection, 

then we can get togeteer then. 

I f you know of others whom I shoul d contact, feel free to give them 

this outline, and if you have any questions, drop me a note. 

Sincere I y, 

/ 

~2-·-
David Miller 



I, BRANYA 
1311 N. TROY STREET, ARLINGTON, VA 22201 
703/528·4806 

The Vietnam Project is an attempt to tel I the story of the Vietnam War 

from the perspective of the American soldiers who fought there. The 

end product wil I be a historical documentary for either film or video 

distribution. The audience feel ing we aim for is one of being in a 

darkened room with a Vietnam veteran, watching his old home movies and 

I istening to him describe his own experiences through them. By using 

the soldier's own descriptions of his home movies and sl ides we hope to 

recreate the atmosphere of the times and al low each individual's anecdotes 

to contribute to the audience's understanding of the war as a whole. 

One of the consequences of the one year tour was that every year a different 

group of American's fought in Vietnam. Thus, each audio interview can be 

no more than a snapshot of the war. However, when used sequentially, 

these interviews provide a surprisingly consistent and often unexpected 

insight into the changing atti-rudes of the soldiers. This chronological 

approach has the added advantage of al lowing the mi litary history of the 

war (which went forward with i-rs own logic) to be considered in tandem 

with the individual soldier's more personal experiences. Interviews with 

career soldiers who went back to Vietnam for a second tour also help to 

define the changes as the war continued and publ ic opinion at home shifted. 

To encourage candor on the part of the veterans and to protect the 

privacy of al I parties, no names wil I be used in the final production. 

Each veteran wil I, however, have the option of having his name listed 

in the final production's credits. 
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It has been estimated that about half of the American soldiers in Vietnam 

took pictures, and it is known that over one hundred thousand super-8 

motion picture cameras were sold there through the P.X. system. However, 

those who took and kept pictures do not seem to represent a demographically 

accurate cross section of Vietnam veterans. Those without a visual record, 

who were at the time often younger, poorer or less educated, must also 

be represented. For these veterans, an effort is beIng made to find fi Ims 

in the Department of Defense collections which portray incidents or places 

that are fami I iar to them and upon which they can comment. 

Three other groups have been singled out for special attention. Interviews 

are being conducted with staff officers who served in Vietnam and can 

thus provide us with a sense of the professional Army's point of view. 

Another source of continuity wil I be interviews with Army cameramen, who 

are often able to recal I detai Is of the incidents which they fi Imed. The 

third group are those who died in Vietnam. Two percent of the Americans who 

went there did not return al ive. We hope to use a cross section of their 

audio tapes and letters home so that two percent of the final production 

wi I I belong to them. 

If you have any materials of interest, ideas or comments, please contact 

me, David Mi Iler, at 1311 No. Troy St., Arl ington, VA 22201, or phone me 

at (703) 528-4806. If I am not there, please leave me a message. 

-------------------------,-------- I 


