21 December 1979

Albert F, Simpson Historical Research Center (HOA)
Maxwell AFB, AL 36112

Sirsa:

In reference to 3800 Form (0-245, 2 July 1979, from Mr, Eastman, and
an AFSINC letter, 29 Ocdober 1979, authorizing security access to Alr Force
historical records, I would like to arrange to visit your facility during the
week of 7-11 January 1980, T intend to survey the avallable records pertaining
to the "Ranch Hand” defoliation project in Vietnam (1961-1973) and the
assoclated records of the defoliation training unit at Hurlbert Field, Florida.
The units in which I am most interested are the early advisory units in
Vietnam, the 4410 CCTW, the 309 ACS, and the 12 ACS. The object of this
research is a dlssertation on the history of the defoliation project. This
project, by the way, does not have any connection with, or interest in, any
current or future legal actions being taken by individuals claiming to have
suffered damage from the defoliation project. Because I-de-not-wish—be- be
botherad. by-4hose-inroived-in—these-legai-actions;—f-vould-apprectate—it if
ny research-interest ‘

Please let me know if this time period will be convenient for my intial
research visit., T apologize for the last minute nature of this letter, but my
teaching responsibilities are such that I was not sure of being able to take
this thme to come to Montgomery uhtil just a few days ago.

" Thank you for your time,
Sincerely,

Psul F. Cecil



