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lPlRAIEGIElR 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue· New York, New York 10175 • (212) 599-8400· Telex: 62387 

June 12, 198'+ 

Paul F. Cecil 
Senior. Research and . Chief of ADP 
Texas State Historical Association 
2/306 Sid Richardson Hall, University Station 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Dear Mr. Cecil: 

I would like to review your manuscript on Air Force defoliation in 
Southeast Asia. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



Ron Chamber. 
Editor~in-Chief, Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10115 

near Mr. Chambers; 

18 June 1984 

Enclosed please find a copy of my manuscript on the history 
of Air Force defoliation in Southea.t Asia. Thi. 1. the final 
approv.d vereion of my di ... rtation, subm1tteclto Tex .. A&M University. 
Obviously it wouldneedcoAlBiderable rewriting of both text and 
reference lIlaterials. I ",lso feel that there are a numberrof human 
interest stories pined from the interviews and QUestionnaires that 
should be added (I omitted them in the intereBt of "getting done" 
and Qf avoiding any. problems with my oomm1tt.e as to the "scholarly" 
tone of the work). 

I will be in Europe on a research trip from 10 July through 
<I August. Pleass feel free to contact me befOre or after thoBe 
dates at my home. ' 

I am sure that the review procelBs takes some time, but would 
appreciate any thing you can do to expedite it,'primarily because 
of the currency of the topic. One of myreadel'8. 1$ the Director 
of the Military Studies IAst1tute atTlillCas A&Mand has expressed 
an interest in a~ work as the f:!.l'st.of a sar;!.es of military stUdies 
to be published by the AIIIM Press, I have promised.h1methe IIIlilnuscl'ipt 
if you should decide that it does not fit your .publ1eh1ng program, 
thus it would be helpful to haVe your decision within a reasonable 
time.' , . 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Reepectfull;y, 

Paul F'. Cecil 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON, D,C. 20330 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

• 

Lt Colonel Paul F. Cecil, USAF(Ret) 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Colonel Cecil: 

July 6, 1984 

The Department of the Air Force has reviewed your dissertation, "The Air Force 
Ranch Hand Project in Southe,gst Asia: Operations and Consequences," submitted 
under your agreement for participating in the Historical Research Notes program. 

There is no Air Force objection to its publication. 

Congratulations upon successful completion of this major undertaking. 

Please let us know if this office can be of further assistance. 

• 

Sincerely, 

J~H~H'.·C~R~ 
Deputy Chief, Office for Security Review 
Office of Public Affairs 



Ron Chambers 

Editor-in-Chief, Praeger 

521 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10175 

Dear Mr. Chambers: 

28 August 1984 

In response to your ,letter of 12 June, on 18 June 1984 I 

mailed you a copy of my manuscript on the history of Air Force 

defoliatirnn in Southeast Asia. I would appreciate knowing if you 

received it and, if so, the status of your review. Since the work 

involves some classified materials, I should have noted that the, 

Office of the Secretary of the Air Force has reviewed. the manuscript 

an? cleared it for public dissemination. 

Respectfully, 

Paul F. Cecil, Ph.D. 



!Ion Chamb<trs 
Editor-in-Chief, Praeser 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

:Dear Mr. Chambers I 

28 August 1984' 

In response to your le.tter of 12 June, on 18 June 1984 I 
mailed you a copy of my manuscript on the history of Air Force 
defoliat1llln 1n Southe.at A.1a. I would appreciate Knowina; if you 

"'", rece1ved it and, 1f so, the s.tatus of your review. Sinc!!!. the work 

lnvolve, aome classified mattl'ia1" I should have. noted that the 
1 '" 

Off1ce of' the Secretary of' the Air Force has reviewed the manuscript 
snd cleared it for public Jli •• e~natil)n. 

, 

aespectfully., 

. h 

, Paul F. CeCil, Ph.D. 

Ii 
),' 



PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<, New Yorl< 10175 • (212) 599-8400' Telex: 62387 

September 4, 1984 

Dr. Paul F, Cecil 
The Texas State Historical Association 
2/306 Richardson Hall 
University Station 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Dear Dr. Cecil: 

I have received your manuscript on the history of the Air Force 
defoliation in Southeast Asia and we are in the processing of having 
it reviewed. I expect to be able to give you a 'decision on whether 
the book is appropriate for our list within a few weeks. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Fen Chambers 
Edi tor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc, 



January 16, 1985 

Mr. Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Mr. Chambers: 

In your letter of September 4, 1984, you stated that my 
manuscript oti the history of Air Force defoliation in 
Southeast Asia was under review and that you expected to 
give me a decision on its suitability within a few weeks; 
Since I have heard nothing for over four months, and you 
have had the manuscript for eight months, I assume that the 
review was unfavorable and I should look for another 
publisher. I would appreciate it if you would arrange to 
have the manuscript returned to me at the above address; I 
will, of course, pay for the mailing costs. 

Respectfully, 

Paul F. Cecil, Ph.D. 
Assoc. Editor for Data Processing 

PC/deb 
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PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<. New Yorl< 10175 • (212) 599-8400' Telex: 62387 

February 4, 1985 

~. Paul F. Cecil 
Associate Editor for Data Processing 
The Texas State Historical Association 
2/306 Richardson Hall 
University Station 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Dear ~. Cecil: 

Despite taking almost four months longer than anticipated to review your 
manuscript, Praeger is interested in publishing your book on the history 
of Air Force defoliation in Southeast Asia. I have read the entire 
manuscript and am :impressed with your material. You 'l'lilrrate in detail 
the story of a little known and understood aspect of the Vietnam War'. 
The research is solid and the material is lucidly presented. In short, 
the book makes a significant contribution to the literature on the war 
in Southeast Asia. 

I would like to discuss the possibility of Praeger publishing your Work. 
Could you give Ire a collect call at your earliest convenience. My phone 
number is (212) 599-8414. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing. a Division of CBS Inc. 



• IPIR.AIEGIEIR. 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue· New York, New York 10175 • (212) 599-8400· Telex: 62387 

February 25, 1985 

Paul F. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Dr. Cecil: 

Enclosed are two copies of our contract for your book entitled 
THE AIR FORCE RANCH HAND PROJECT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. Please sign 
both copies and return the original to me. The copy is for your 
records. 

If you have any questions or reservations about your ability to 
meet the terms of the contract (delivery date, length, etc.), 
please contact your editor at once. 

Thomas Exarhos 
Editorial Assistant 

TE/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



12 March 1985 

Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Ron: 

Here is the agreement, with the change in due date to 1 May. On 
the copyright deal, I copyrighted the dissertation when I turned 
it in to Texas A&M dissertation clerk. I will get the pictures and 
send them as soon as I can. About how many pictures do you think 
there should be? Also, should there be a forward? I could try to 
get ex-General Ky to write one, but I don't know what his reaction 
would be (and I have heard that he is supposedly involved with the 
criminal element among the Vietnamese refugees). 

A question I meant to ask the other day and forgot ••• does the manuscript 
and copy need to be in letter-quality print? I have access to a 
high-speed dot- matrix printer that is quite readable (we use it fo r 
all inter-office work and all draft manuscripts). I will enclose 
a page from some work on it for you to look at. (Problem ..• you probably 
will not want it since it doesn't set the footnote numbers into super­
script, but puts them on the same line .•• oh well, it was a thought. ) 

On the index, I assume you want only a simplistic name index, rather 
than getting too exotic. 

A suggestion for a new title you may wish to consider: 

Herbicidal Warfare: The RANCH HAND Project in the Vietnam War 

(As a "pop" title, I have always favored "Purple Scarves and 
Punctured Providers : The RANCH HAND Operation in Vietnam," but my 
committee didn't like that one either!!! I guess you had to be there 
to appreciate the euphonious play on words. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Air Force approval of use of classified 
material, and, of course, each item was separately declassified before 
they let me have my notes back, as per the statement at the lead 
of the notes. 

Thank you for your trouble. I am looking forward to the experience 
(and hope that it goes easier than with some of the idiot authors 
I have to deal with ••• a lot of little old lady local historians who 
write with a crayon on a sheet about some nonentity of an ancestor 
that they think should get fifty pages in the Handbook of Texas and 
rank just ahead of Sam Houston!!!). You, of course, are free to 
consider me in the same category, but automated . 

, :7 
}/~ 

Paul F. Cecil 



IP~AIEGIE~ 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<, New Yorl< 10115 • (212) 599-8400' Telex: 62387 

March 18, 1985 

Paul F. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Found Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Paul: 

I hi1,ve just .received your letter and the contract. We are happy with 
HERBICIDAL WARFARE: The Ranch Hanel Project in the Vietnam War title; 
and like your committee, we will pass on "Purple Scarves and Punctured 
Providers" ! 

Twelve to sixteen photos should be about right for the book. This will 
give us a 6 - 8 book pages of photos. Don't worry about providing letter 
quality print, the high-speed dot-matrix will be fine for our purposes. 
Also, a sample name index will be adequate for the book. 

My experience indicates that a foreword has little or no effect on book 
sales. Thusk I would forget about the General Ky idea. There seems to be 
some questions about his liquor store business these days. 

Thanks for the release. Enclosed is a copy of the contract has been 
initalled. 

Best wishes, 

f!......---J 
Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

P.S. I have promised our staff that you will not be in the "little old 
old lady category" - God knows we have enough of those. So be good! 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



, 
I 

/' 
.'-------------------------
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 fifth Avenue·NewYork. New York 10175' (212) 599-8400 'Telex: 62387 

Apvil 9, 1985 

Paul F. Cecil 
103 Te~r Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Paul: 

I just returned from a week's vacatien in Fr>ance and feund yeur letter 
waiting fer me. 

I would rather begin productien en the entire manuscript rather than 
start on the first seven chapters. It c.ould gain some time if we began 
now; but, with producing 300 plus titles a year, it is just easier 
fer us te work with a cOmplete book. Yeur refermating with paragraph 
indentatiens and ragged right will be very helpful te .our cepyediter. 

Don't worry, we will make sure that Ranch Hand is RANCH HAND in the 
subtitle. 

Regarding the index, I am enclesing' a cepy .of .our indexing instructiens . 
that may be helpful te yeu. Yeu sheUld begin te work en the' index right 
away . Although the final page numbers will net be known until we have 
page proef, yeu can certainly begin te compile yeur list .of index items. '. . . . . . '"".... ' Yeur current AppendlX A (Maps .and Charts) sheuld be placed J.n"appropr~ate 
placeS througheut the boek and not be included in an appendix. They will 
be IlOre useful te the reader if they appear in the text. The Glossary 
and Military Herbicides plus the Honers sheuld appear as appendices in 
the book. . 

Please send me a test diskette when you submit the final hardcepies. 
We will then determine whether .or net .our typesetter' can use the diskette. 
I am assuming that you will enter the cepyediting changes and provide 
us with a final hardcepy and/or final diskette that the typesetter can Use. 
Is this cerrect? 

Don't worry, we will be glad te hear from RANCH HAND members whe want te 
buy the book right new. We'll give them a realistic pub date and tell 
them te held en te their checks. 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educatlenal and Prefesslenal Publishing. a Dlvisien .of CBS Inc, 



Have you made any progress in collecting photographs? 

Best wishes, 

e--
Ron Chambers 
EditoY':"'in-Chief 

RC/te 



PRAEGER PUBLISHERS 

Author Guidelines for 
INDEX PREPARATION 



All books--except fiction, poetry, and drama--are improved by indexes. 
Scholarly, professional, and reference books deserve especially good, 
serviceable indexes and reviewers frequently note their omission. 
Comping an index demands a certain amount of time and effort that 
cannot be skimped without impairing the value of the index. Because 
you as the author know your book better than anyone else, you are the 
logical person to prepare the index. Author indexes always reflect the 
content of the book better than those prepared by professional 
indexers. If, however, you find that the pressure of other 
committments makes it impossible for you to undertake this task, we can 
commission a professional indexer to prepare your index. The cost of 
preparing such an index will, however, be deducted from your royalties. 

WHAT TO PUT IN AN INDEX 

The usefulness of an index depends on the ease with which a reader can 
locate information. An index should include all names and topics that 
are discussed in the book, but ignore those that are merely mentioned. 
Entries should be brief but meaningful. They should never be in 
sentence form; never attempt to expand on your discussions in the 
index. When a topic is a simple one, no cross reference is needed; a 
complex topic should have a cross reference. ' 

The following questions can serve as bases for selecting and discarding 
items to include in the index. 

1. What is the reader going to look for in this index? 
2. How much information will be useful? 
3. Wha~ in addition to main discussions should be indexed? 
4. What is the most significant word in a particular discussion? 

In answering the first question, keep in mind the people who are going 
to read the book and those who may consult it in libraries for special 
information. The second and third questions will help you chose the 
most significant parts of the discussion for inclusion as subentries 
and cross references. The fourth question can be answered with a 
little common sense. Should it be iron, cast or cast iron; school, 
high or high school? These examples may seem trite, but many less 
obviously trite entries are found in otherwise good indexes. Generally 
the entry should be a noun or a substantive phrase, but an adjective 
may lead into a phrase and determine the alphabetical position. An 
adjective alone can never be an entry. 

Too many page references under an entry are confusing, and some at 
least will be of limited value. Select only the most important 
qualifications of the main entries and thereby reducing the actual 
number of page references. It is important to keep an index as concise 
as possible. You can do so by including only pertinent items and by 
making sure that their wording is clear and logical. If names of more 
than 100 persons are to be indexed, consider a separate author or name 
index. Remember, however, that if a person is important enough to be 
mentioned in the text and listed in the index, the given name or 
initial must be included. 



Do not index such parts of the book as the preface, foreword, 
introduction, notes, glossary, appendix, bibliography, etc. Neither 
should tables, figures, illustrations, etc.'be indexed. Rather, they 
should be listed in the frontmatter after the contents. For additional 
information on compiling an index, see The Chicago Manual of Style: 
For Authors, Editors, and Copywriters, 13 ed. Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press, 1982, chap. 18. 

HOW TO PREPARE INDEX CARDS 

The index cannot, of course, be completed until the text is in page 
proofs, but work on it can begin long before. Since our scheduling 
only allows two weeks at page proo'fs for both checking the proofs and 
completing the index, you may find yourself too pressed for time to 
give both tasks the attention they deserve. It is therefore advisable 
to begin indexing as soon as the manuscript is completed, leaving only 
keying (converting manuscript pages to book pages) to the two weeks at 
page proofs to. 

To bgin work on the index, make an exact copy of the manuscript you 
submit to Praeger. Underline or circle with a colored pencil the items 
that may be important enough to include in the index. At this stage 
more entries may be considered than will appear in the final index. 
During the interim between manuscript' and page proof, you will have 
ample time to weigh the entries and decide what to' include. There is 
also time to rephrase where necessary, sometimes using words that do 
not appear in the text. 

The next step is to copy each entry on a 3-by-5 inch index card. Keep 
the cards in manuscript-page sequence. Be sure to make full entries 
and to put each entry and each subentry on separate cards. Use the 
follOwing form. Note the styling of inclusive numbers. 

cooperatives: 
of colonial settlers, 17-8 

cooperatives: 
corruption, 72-3, 220 

cooperatives: 
corruption, of 

peasants, 217-8 

cooperatives: 
credit, 318-9 

cooperatives: 
financial stability, 248-53 

cooperatives: 
and. trade, 172-85 



When all the cards are complete, ~habetize and edit the entries, 
rewriting as necessary and eliminating weak, excessive, or redundant 
entries. Do not consider articles, conjunctions, and prepositions in 
alphabetizing. Alphabetize abbreviated words as if they were spelled 
out. The examples given earlier would now look like this. 

co~erati ves;.::::> 
~of colonial settlers, 17-8) 

coopeFALi ves. 
C1 corruption, 72-3, 220 

Qgeperat;i?,es a 
eep~tlption, 
~ [Of peasants, 2l7-iJ· 

; 

eesperati· .... esl 
C1 credit, 318-9;, 

asepewat:i:",esl 
C1financial stability, 248-53; 

eee}3el'ati., eO!: 
C1 and trade, 172-85 

When the first subent.ry has been determined, mark it to be run in, as 
on entry 1 above. Mark subentries by means of small squares: one 
.square for the first subentry and two for the second subentry. It is 
seldom necessary or desirable to go beyond the second subentry, and 
often the first subentry is sufficient. 

You have three options at this point. Your .decision should be based on 
your schedule for the page proof stage. 

1. Postpone completing the index until you get the page proofs. 
In this case, the keying described below would be done on the index 
cards, before the final version of the index is typed. This method, 
however, may seriously cut into the time that could be used to check 
the proofs. 

2. Type the index using the manuscript page numbers.. Send it and 
the marked copy of the manuscript you used to prepare the index to 
Praeger for keying. By so doing, however, you miss the opportunity to 
compare the content of the index to the final version of your work. 

3. Type the index with the manuscript page numbers and resume work 
on it when the page proofs arrive. You will still take time away from 
checking the proofs, but it will be a smaller amount of time and 
balanced by the control you will have retained over your index. The 
instructions that follow presume you have selected option 3, which is 
the one Praeger recommends. 



TYPING THE INDEX 

Type the index double-spaced on 8 1/2 x 11 paper. Use only half the 
width of the typing paper (about 30 characters) to give ample space for 
substituting book pages for manuscript. 

Capitalize proper nouns only. All other entries are lowercased. 
Type subentries to run in after the main entry, separated from the 

main entry by a semicolon. 
Second-level subentries are often unnecessary. If,you must have 

two levels of subentries, type them within square brackets and run them 
in with the first-level subentries. 

When typed, the index should look like the following example (see also 
the sample manuscript index page) and be about 5% of the total number 
of manuscript pages in length. (A 300-page manuscript should have 
approximately 15 double-spaced index pages.) 

cooperatives: of colonial 

settlers, 17-8; corruption, 

72-3, 220 [of peasants, 

217-8]; credit, 318-9; 

financial stability, 248-53; 

and trade, 172-85 

FINAL FORM OF THE INDEX 

When the page proofs arrive, you can complete your work on the index. 
A convenient technique is to place the manuscript firmly and squarely 
into a spring binder so that it can be flipped through easily. This is 
not absolutely necessary,but will make the process of keying more 
orderly and prove less time consuming. Using both page proofs and 
manuscript, mark the proofs' page break numbers with a colored pencil 
exactly where they fall in the manuscript. 

Suppose the following example comes from manuscript page 147. 
"Unalienable" would be the last word at the end of page 98 in the ·page 
proofs. "Rights" would be the first word of page 99. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
'18 ;"] ~ 

Creator with certain unalienable~ights, that among 
99 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--

That to secure these rights, Govenments are instituted 

among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent 

of the governed.--That whenever any Form of Government 



SAMPLE MANUSCRIPT PAGE 

INDEX 

Abraham, Arthur G,', 17, 124 

Africanization: of banks, 317-8; 

Blundell on, 65-6; loans for, 

197-203, 321; of trade, 205-6, 

322 (see also credit, 

entrepreneurship, trade) 

agriculture: land tenure and 

rural institutions, 159-81; in 

relation to industry, 103-27 

(see also cooperatives, credit, 

exports) 

balance of payments problems 

265-6 

banks: African Development Bank, 

273; Africanization, 317; 

colonial, 40-50, 61-2, 314-5; 

and credit for development, 

313-4; and financial planning, 

313-28; World Bank 

(International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development) 

and associated activities, 270-2 

capital (~ finance, investible 

. surplus) 

classes in Africa, 54-74; 

colonial impact, 58-69, Nyerere 

on, 272; and the state, 54 

cooperatives: of colonial 

settlers, 17-8; corruption, 

,72-3, 220 [of peasants, 217-81; 

credit, 318-9; financial 

stability, 248-53; and trade, 

172-85 

Gss refe?D 

cross reference 

~d level sUbent~ 



, 
KEYING 

You are now ready to begin keying the index. As you can see on the 
sample manuscript index page, the first entry is a person's name. 
Neatly strike through the first page number entry (17) with a number 2 
pencil and turn to that page in the manuscript. You will see "Abra1la.m" 
circled somewhere on the page. Copy the corresponding page proof page 
number (in the following example, page 9) over the 17 in the index or 
on the line alongside it. Don't forget to copy the punctuation between 
entries. 9) 83 

Abraham, Arthur G., lr, ~ 
Then go on to the next entry or page reference. 

Subject entries, like "decision making in small corporations,'· or 
multiple-page entrys like "319-27" are sometimes harder to key. Often 
you're helped by a subhead that signals a change of topic or by a 
change of paragraph. Other times the subject's ending is more subtle 
and you will have to read a some of the page to find it. Since you 
have marked up the manuscript, however, even this should not prove too 
time consuming. 

SUBMITTING THE INDEX 

Your index is now complete, as is your work on the book. As soon as 
the index is typed, send it to Praeger for typesetting. Since your 
book is now so close to printing, delays of even a few days at this 
point can jeopardize the publication date. Press and binding time for 
your book will have been reserved and extreme care must be taken not to 
lose our place in the printer's schedule to another project~ As a 
result, we will not send you proofs of the index but instead will have 
a professional proofreader read them for you. 

Congratulations on the imminent publication of your bobk. 



·.:':;:C''ri Ch'::'1.mb8'r"·:;) 
Sd~~o~-in-C~is~1 Prae;er 
~2: ~ifth Avenue 
~ew YoY'k, ~y 10175 

'~ \ 

'l~ere are the ~opies of t~e double-spaced text a~d endnotes for t~e 
R8~lCH HAt\:!) ma1";' .. lsc~""ipt:.. I <?om seY"lciYty, it in tWCl separl'at(~ bC1XS'S tel avcdd 
~ossi~le 10AS in t~e ~ai:~ T~e pagin~tion betwee~, the text and notes' 
is dif~er~nt because I '~ailed to note that all the double-spacing 
charlgec. ,~a t;\sxt c!7:I';'"I'Eiderably. 

. , 
, I ~ ~":: 

'r, '''''te Y'IClt =$ 

j:Je easis'.'" 
for eac~ chaoter in sep~rate 
for your paople to use this 

I am wl:lr~~t'~;t 1~;"~ ·~r.,e .:lict1.n"'e5J. iiw',d will' "a.ve tr1ern tel you Y'lext wee!·(.~' 
The indexing i •• iOi"~ a little slow, but I wiJl get it as quick as ~ 
cal"l (I gCt':lred atj'C st1i.~i· ... t=d d':dl')g ,the indexing :,efcq· ... e fil"!lsni\",&! t:ie te.x-t 
i~ b-he belief that it could ~e done at the same time ••• live and 

, 
'. ., 

The ma~s will .ccom~any the pictures. 

Tl'"";e :::i.§-g'es'l; cha\"lgf.':·~ : r~ade were in cha.pter 14~ $1;) you rl1ig:'j'c :::>e 
extra. c!'\itical cdI' it!!!! 

y.:,:.! "lefl"lti':'l"1 :~el'"'C:l1"!g a test i:lisi{ette whero I give yc:,~( the firlal 
haracepies. I assume that yeu de root mean with these printouts. I 
can send you a disx ~it~ t~e WQrd$t~r prog~am a~d a couole ~, sample 
chapters and note~, if yOIJ Wi5M. ????? 

I haC! plal"l~led 1:JY'! adding more detail or, tha! li:\ws:..li.t" bl.lt t:"il"I~':) seem 
-;;':. aC'~I_la~ly still be i1'"; tr.e ail-' _md I.I:roythirlg I said wCI.1t:! Qe 
~'Oecl.tlat i,:q'·,. 

Tharoks, 

, I 



IP1ftA18G 18 1ft 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue· New Yorl<. New York 10175 • (212) 599-8400· Telex: 62387 

May 3, 1985 

MY'. Paul F. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Paul: 

This is just a quick note to say that both copies of HERBICIDAL WARFARE 
arrived this afternoon •. 

No problem with the text and note pagination. I'll fix these. 

I will wait for the pictures and maps before formally launching the 
book into production. Meanwhile, I'll read what I have in hand. 

Send a test diskette of 1 chapter and the accompanying notes. I want 
to see what one of our various compositors can do with it. . 

Probably best to avoid speculating about the lawsuits - it will just 
change anyway. 

Best wishes, 

k 
Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599· 

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing. a Division of CBS Inc, 



lPRAIEGIER 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<, New Yorl< 10175 • (212) 599-8400 • Telex: 62387 

May 30, 1985 

Mr>, Paul F, Cecil 
103 Tower Dr>ive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear> Paul: 

Here is the Author's Questionnaire that I mentioned. Please fill it 
out and return it to me as soon as possible. Also, complete the 
Copyright Data Sheet. 

I failed to mention on the phone that we need a one paY'agr:'aph "About 
the Author" statement fI'Olll you. This is simply ashOr't biographtand 
will be the last page in the book. .J 

Best wishes, 

RonCha1!lbers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



19 June 1985 

Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief, Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New Yo::,rl<, NY 10175 

Dear Ron: 

Here are the picturesl prornised to seY',d you. Sorry that it has taken so 
lo::'ng, bl\t a series of family illY',esses, combined with a ,photo lab that 
botched up the first set, has deUayed things billdly. The technician says 
that getting slides this old (nearly twenty years) to print well is very 
~ifficult, but when they were sent to the Kodak labs they seemed to have 
no extraordinary problems ••• i.t Just takes a couple of weeks. 

I have iY',cluded a sheet w.ith a brief clellcription of e.ach photo, by numbe~', 
so maybe you eanmake heads-or-taUlloe'/' them. After. looking theM over 1 
thiY',k that there may 1;1. Ilev"ral oth.rs that are better. Perhaps yo::.u could 
give me an idea of wh ... t kina. of' piQti~r.s might fill the thing out and 1 
will try to find them IIIrrtong thepi.lesof slides •. There is one shot 0::'1' a 
denuded rubber plantation that Jsp<TI.rtieularly strik'ing all a slide that r. 
will cheek to see what it 10l='ks,lil<.!ll\s a print •. I don't want to 
overemphillsize the shots of "d,arrtt'\\'liIe".!,-1II tlJilll migh,t give a w.rOl"lg slant to::, 
the book. 

1 f possi ble,I would like sO::imefeed blllC;k on what YOll:l;hink of these, the 
," , "J __ ,' , ' '. , -, . 

maps, and the RANCH HAND insigY'da. P:l;ealll.e ~~111i1 thtl:t'ol'ie of the prints is 
another eopy of the insignia and one h1ihll.,,;j;i.IIlNC,H H~ND motto, pllll!luerized 
frorn the popular . forest serviee pOlitilly..t w,O;hd'illr' i f".' "purple" (violet) 
co 1 ot'ed b!,-ekllr~und wi t h a faint. 11 gntel'- Vipflilt, p!ic:!tJ;,(",'; of the spray plane 
from overhead (pril"lt 4+5), and superirrtposed FlH'il"llSigl"li.iII and .. title,might 
make a gooddll'llt eove\". (I know in my mi,ndwhat I tninktMis would look 
like, but f.ind it hard to deseribe.) 

Hope these are ISOi!l. of what ,you need. 

My best, 

Paul Ceeil 



1-
2. 
3. 

1 

RANCH HAND insignia on doot' e,f barracks at Da Nang 
Smokey Bear fe,rest service poster modified to RANCH HAND motto 
UC-123B ••• note the red visual aid stripe on top of wing 

4. Two UC-123s in "piggy-back" formation. Note the wing and tail booms. 
The yellow-bat'red i)".signia on the side indicates they are on a crop 
mission. 

5. Overhead shot of UC-123 with all nozzles spraying 
6. UC-123 Just at bottom of valley, starting pull-up in treetops. 
7. Flight of spray birds on target. Note bomb craters and discoloratio)". 

of previous spray on vegetation tops. 
8. Het'bicide being sucked from drums on ARVN trucks. Note Orange stripe 

\ 9. 
on barrels ••• its dreaded "Agent Ora)".ge" 

Note lack of special protective gear on personnel 
Same 10. 

'f1. Herbicide storage tanks and pump system at Da Nang. Blue stripe 0)'" 

the F6 t'rai lers means thEllY hold "BluEII, " ,i. e., Cacodyl ic Acid 
herbicide 
12. RANCH non-commissio)".ed officer t'lll'lning the pump system for Orange 
13. Note the lack of protection to barEII skin from the "deadly" chemical 
14. Note the empty bat't'els of Orange (or full?) scattered arolll'ld, and 

stains on the ground from spills. 
15. Fi II i )".g the aircraft herfcide tank. Th iss crewman does weat' gloves, 

but he has no protection on arms and face" or iii breathing device in 
thiss enclosed sPace. 

16. This is a flight mechanic's console, Just behind the 1,000-gallon 
spray tank. The chain is to hold thEII armored box in place. 

17. 0)". the flightlin&! at Doll. Nang. Note the wing and tail booms with their 
nozzles very obvtous. ThEIl can was hung under nozzles that didn't 

seat properly, toljlttep t,hem frOM dripping on the ramp, not becallse 
it was considered hIlllZllllrd,Ol.,ls; but tc) kEllep from making a mess on the 
ramp. 
18. Mor)"ling briefing prior to tllllke-offo:::ona MiSSion from Bien Hooil 
19. R$sults of VC rocket oiIttackona RANCH HAND tr'ai,ler house, at B,ien Hoa 
20. RANCH HAND field gradequal"'ters after theTEllt attack, F$bruoilry 1968 
21. "Burn" stripes in vegetatic:ll'l reveal wherEII"the formoilti9n didn',t o'!erl<l\p 

pro plllri y'.-
22. Coastal delta area in IV Corps shows the stark effellZt>'Qf defol:Lation, 

as contrasted to the tree 1 ine$> which were Mi$s.cI ,l;IliIItw".!IIIl'lrul'i$. 
23. Forest wh ieh has bee)". part ially defoliated, ,?Plllntl"lSl :'lJp trai Is t'il) view. 
24. Another view of forest with a "burn" in right side. of piehll"III. 

NOTE: I ,Mave several mllch better ccmtrallitlld"llI,;(rt.u ve,'I'>.lu$ 
and a good $hot of the stark trlla. of~ qa,fol,iat;Ced 

p I ant at ion., 

• 
virgin'fC:Oreist. 
rubl:;u!!r' 
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IP~AIECGIElR 

PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue'NewYori<, NewYori< 10175' (212) 599-8400 • Telex: 62387 

Dr. PaulF. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Dr. Cecil, 

July 22, 1985 

Your manuscript, HERBICIDAL WARFARE, was recently transmitted to the production 
department. I would l:I.ketotiike thiS opportuility to introduce myself and my 
associate, Edith Manahan. Together we will coordinate the production of your 
book. We are looking forward to working with you, 

Enclosed is your copy edited mariuscript. Aisoincluded are a iist of queries 
from the co,Weditor ,instructions for responding to queries, and a stylelheet. 
As I am sure your acquisitions editor h8llalready explained to you, this 111 
your last opportunity tomskechinges of any"kind. We cannot accept changes 
after the manuscript i8 returned. 

In addition to the above,I have includei:!"a page of generaiguidelines for 
preparing the discs so thst they oiiribe readlly ii 'compositor. Of course, dis­
regard any directionlll that do nOt apply toyoUrequipment!soft .. are, arid feel 
free to call me (212-599-8428) with any questionll youm:l.ght have, or with any 
information you feel we should have to suoce.sfull~ carry out thts project, 

We have sent your sample disostoan organiZation with whom we have worked 
closely on numerous projects and Whicih alaures us of their abil:l.t:,rto work 
with double-sided discs. TherefCilre,atthili stage the most important thing 
for you to concentrate on iii entering an copyed:l.tor's corrections arid your 
responses to his queries, alongw:l.tha~ other allthor'salterstionsyou 
wish to make. It may prove unnecessary totranster the existing discs to s:l.ngle­
sided form. We will hlive the answer to that question 'within several days,' and' 
we shall be back in touch w:l.thyouwhenweknawl'orcertiiiri Who shall be per­
forming this function, and what their 8pecific,re~u1rements are. 

In order to maintain the aohedule, we would . appreciate receiving the correCted' 
discs and one ciiean printout by August 22; The book iiii'cheduled for production 
in February, and it should reach the oompo~i~or by S~ptember 1. 

Finally, . the 'following' eieineritlilhouldbe' ret~ned 'taus with the manusoript: 
two map", 12-16 photos, index, and a brief biographical sketch, 

SPN 
Carol Stock - ('1.11_) 
Project Editor 

1=9'(- ~nf' 

09- ~c("J ( 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

P ... JI'l/." s;,..vrco, 
().,.b,;,,, .. ,Ilf 

('2/7) 'J8Q - to 2. "I 

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



PFC PERSONAL SERVICES 

Hi.toric.l R •••• rch & Writi"D' •••• b.ll/Footb.ll Dffici.ti"D 

Paul F. CIICH, Ph. D. Ph_I (1512) 2l5S-4692 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, TeM.. 78664 

28 July 1'385 

Carol Stock, ProJect Editor 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Carol: 

Here are copies of the maps and line drawings that apparently were lost in the 
mail. In looking them over, I wonder if another map showing the maJor targets 
of the Viet Cong 1'368 Tet Offensive might not be a good idea. I could also 
prepare one showing the maJor US bases. I could also try to do a copy of the 
Herbs Tape maps which show the total spray tracks in Vietnam (it would actually 
show the country with cross-hatched areas representing the areas sprayed, rather 
than individual tracks). Let me know what you think. 
The maps are initially made on llX17 paper, then reduced to the 8 1/2Xll copies 
I send you. I have numbered them in pencil on the back and suggest they be 
titled as follows: 

1. (For your information) A line drawing of the RANCH HAND insignia in the 
appropriate colors (except the silver on the center caligraphy ••• I had to leave 
it white). It also explains what the colors and items represent. <The color 
"purple" I keep refering to is actually a shade of violet, according to my 
wife.) 

2. This is a xerox of the actual map submited 
recommended crop destruction areas (original in 
think it could be reduced in size to fit better 
effective opposite the page where I talk about 
Recommended Crop Destruction Areas, Ambassador 
Department, American Embassy Telegram No. 1543, 
could go back and try to have the library shoot a 

by the US ambassador with the 
the LBJ Library archives). I 
on the page and would be very 
it. Title: Secret Map of 

Henry Cabot Lodge to State 
12 February 1'364. (Note: I 

better copy of the original.) 
3. Provinces and other administrative areas, Republic of South Vietnam, 

1'368. (This will help the reader follow my text when I talk about the various 
provinces as targets. I probably should go in the front of the book, and might 
even be best inside the covers. What do you think?) 

4. North Vietnamese logistics and 
(This probably ought to go opposite the 
defoliation outside Vietnam, in Laos, in 
routes and en route camps.) 

manpower infiltration routes, 1968. 
page where I talk about the first 
an effort to uncover the infiltration 

5. Corps Tactical Zone (later Military Region) Boundaries, 1'368. <This 
should go opposite the page where I first mention a particulr corps zone by 
number. Again, since I use these terms frequently to locate targets or areas of 
restriction, this map should help the reader considerably. I tried combining 
this one with one of the others, but it got too crowded and confused.) 

These can be reduced from the size I have them if this size isn't what you need. 
I hope that this is what you were looking for. The more I think about copying 
the Herbs Maps the more I like it. As soon as I finish correcting the chapters 
and get them off to you I will try it, unless you don't think it is worth the 
time (7). Let me know of anything else you need or can suggest. 
I will my letters with the traditional salutation between members of the RANCH 
HAND organization: 



IP~A1EG1E~ 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue 'New Yorl<, NewYorl< 10175' (212) 599-8400 'Telex: 62387 

July 29, 1985 

Mr>. Paul F, Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Paul: 

Enclosed are the photos that we cannot use in the book. 

k' 
Ron Chambers 
Editor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educatl.onal and Professional Publishing. a Division of CBS Inc. 



IP~A1ECG1E~ 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<, New Yorl< 10175 • (212) 599-8400' Telex: 62387 

August 5, 1985 

Dr. Paul F. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Paul: 

I like your idea of including a Herbs Tape map snowing the areas sprayed. 
You might benchmark this map with the locations of the major U.S. bases _ 
but I do not believe we need individual maps of the bases or the Viet 
Cong Tot targets. 

Please let Carol and ne know if you plan to include a Herbs map. 

Best wishes, 

Ron Chambers 
Edi tor-in-Chief 

RC/te 

cc: Carol Stock 

Writer's Direct Line; (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc, 



6 August. 1985 

Carol St.ock, Proj.ct. Edit.or 
Pre.s.r 
521 Fift.h Av.nu. 
N.w York, NY 10175 

Dear Caroll 

I sudd.nly rememb.red, while r.vising t.he book, that. Ron said t.h.t. t.h. orilinal 
manuscript. was accid.nt.ly t.hrown away. so you don't. have t.he old Appendix A 
chart.. and maps. (I ... ume t.hat. you have rec.ived my new maps by t.hia t.im ••••• 
you ware goinl t.o call •••• remember?) Anyway, here are copies of t.he t.hr.e 
chart.s t.hat are cross-r.ferenced in t.he chapt..rs. I a.sume t.hat. t.h.y will go 
on t.he facing passs, if possible, to t.he paraeraph t.hat reference. t.hem. How 
will t.his be worked out.? By you? Should t.he stat.ement. (Se. chart, pas. XXX.) 
b. delet.ed from t.he chapters? Or do we say something ela. t.o t..ll the reader 
t.hat t.here is an illust.ration? I also t.ried using 94 perc.nt reduct.ion .nd 
78 percent. r.duct.ion on a coupl. of t.hem t.o s.e what. it. look.d lik.. I included 
t.hem for you to •• ~., but. I pref.r.t.h. 74 percent. reduction mys.lf •••• nd 
t.h.n reduce from t.here to book-pass s1ze. 

I .m .lso including two 1Il0re new mapa, per my cOllllllent in t.h. let.ter tlith 
the ot.hers. Th.ae are det..iled r.product.iona of the Herbs Tapea lIlaps, where 
each mias10n was plot.ted out. by coordinat.s on a large-scale map, and then 
reduc.d to t.hia siz.. I t.hink t.h.y are very eye-cat.ching and will elicit a 
signif1c.nt r.apons.. A queation aa t.o at.tribut.ion. Do we live the source 
wit.h the map, at. bottom of map page, or .s part. of the Indnot.es of what.ver 
chapt..r it .nds up in? Alao, ainc. t.h.se cov.r t.h. ent.ire laat. six ye.rs 
of RAKIK KAKD activit.y, wh.re should w. put. t.hem? I would SUS88St. that. t.h.y 
go wit.h on. of the pict.ure s.ctiona' What do you t.hink? 

I have 24 slides copied and t.h.y will follow s.parat..ly. I beli.ve that. 
you will be happier wit.h t.hem, and should be able t.o find SOlll8 to us.. One 
of t.hem is t.h. "SmokpV poster t.hat. t.h •• arlier picture was from, but. it. isn't. 
cOOpp4d like the phot.o was. We should be able t.o set. a pict.ur. from it. t.hat 
isn't. so cut up. I would really like t.o see it get. in the book, sine. it 
was the RANCH motto. AllO I found a better shot of the insignia. 

Not.. The cut for the new maps misht bel Reproduction of Crop Destruction 
Mission track map, in US Department of Def.ns., Alsistant Secr.t.ry of Def.ns., 
Systems IUlIU.Y8:1.lh 

vol. 5, 
[The ma'~p~~~ four sectlons the book. I had to pi.ce th.m together 
and t.hen transcribe the tr.cks to my size map. ~ reproduction is faithful.] 

Let me know what you t.hink. To t.he RANCHI 



Paul F. Cecil, Ph.D. 
Historian and Archivist 

13 August 1'385 

Carol Stock, ProJect Editor 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Carol: 

103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Ph. (512) 255-46'32 

Here is the second set of slides. To avoid confusion, I have numbered them 
from 100 on. The following is a brief explanation of what each is. Those 
that are selected, we can decide on a better title for later. 

100. This is a better shot of the RANCH HAND insignia, although you may not 
need it now. 

~ 101. This has the uncropped Smokey poster on it. Although some prudish 
environmentalists might obJect to it, it was the motto of the RANCH and I 
think most people will recognize the ironic humor behind it. 

102. An excellent shot of an individual spray bird wearing US insignia. 

103. A two-ship flight with Vietnamese insignia. Only pilots probably 
appreciate the tightness of this formation. 

~- 104. Echelon formation with excellent spacing. Also a good view of the wing­
boom. 

> 

.> 

105. Descending to target in piggy-back formation. You can see the FAC's 
white phosphorous marker in the trees up ahead. 

106. An 8-ship Elephant Walk ••• taxiing out at Bien Hoa. 

107. 2 ships with spray running on a defoliation target along highway 21 to 
Ban Me Thuot, west of Dalat. 

108. A whole group of defoliators (count the tails sticking up). There are 
at least 8 of them on this War Zone D targeet in May 1'368. 

10'3. Shot from above of a spray bird going down into a valley along the 
hi llside • 

110. Overhead shot of bird getting pretty deep into trees. Note the bare 
trees sticking up out of the vegetation to smare the unwary pilot. 

111. Just topping a small hill with more snags on top. One of the most 
dangerous times of the mission because the VC could site guns in along the top 
and have a perfect shot at you when you were slowest and most vulnerable. 



", 112. Good picture of a spray bird in a turn. Note the chemical pattern 
coming from the spray y.ozzles on the various booms, and note that the plane 
taking the pictures is flying into the spray and will get a good dose of 
herbicide directly. 

113. This shows a good picture of a bird from above, and, the results of two 
previous applications in War Zone C in 1968. As you can see, the Jungle has 
really been opened up. 

114. Here are two birds working a very lucrative virgin crop target. You 
seldom saw crop like this. Usually it was in much smaller and more isolated 
fields. This was in II Corps in September 19,67. 

~ 115. Good contrast between sprayed and unsprayed cultivated fields. You can 
even see a couple of places where the spray planes didn't cut their spray off 
quite soon enough before hitting the road, and went over a few yards. Note 
that on the edge of the road in the middle of the picture is a crashed 
aircraft. Part of the wing is laying in the field. This is January or 
February 1967. 

116. Defoliation on the Long Tau River. Note at the bottom of the picture 
that you can see the little streams very clearly where the trees have been 

\ defoliated, but when the streams go into undefoliated forest, they almost 
disappear. Also note the 3 "Market Time" patrol boats going up the river. 

117. Another river shot. This really contrasts the "treated" bank versus the 
untreated bank. Note how the roads and buildings are exposed. 

f 118. This is the "Rung Sat" area between Saigon and the sea. The razor-sharp 
spray line should prove how precise we could put the chemical on, for those 
who make claims about how the chemical "drifted" around and got on those who 
weren't in the spray areas. 1 am particu,larly enthusiastic about this shot 
for that reason. 

t.t 119. Note the good visibility in this "heavy" Jungle area. Ron should @ ~ appreciate how much the ground forces welco,med an opened up area like this. 

120. Here is that rubber plantation shot 1 promised. The defoliated rubber 
trees really show the precise lIeo!l1et'ric pattern of the planting. It doesn't 
take much to knock off rubber. Notiee that the adjacent regular trees aren't 
even touehed, as fa .. as We can hIll, and in this ease 1 ean assure you that it 
wasn't beeause they didl'l't get the same exposure. 

121. This pict'u .. e is of the ee .. amic insert f .. om the f .. ontof ,MaJo" Jack 
Gentry's armor vest. In the upper .. ight corner of the velit,ill stuck a IIlug 
f .. om an Soviet AK-47 automatic weapon. It would hillve fin.1l1hed JlIck if the 
vest hadn't wo .. ked. 

122. Here is one of the la .. ge f .. uit bats, f .. om IVCo"plll. It wU hit by a UC-
123 aind was still on the nose of the aircr<llft when it got b<llck to Bien Hoa. 
Their wingspread .. an to over 5 feet. 

123. 1 know you reJected the other hootoh daM<IIgeilh()ts, but maybe this wi 11 
stand out better. This wut<llken on 29 Februll .. y 1968~thll cllIY lIfte .. the Tet 
attack that did som mueh damll!!e to the RANCH HAND qU<II .. t .... lit Bt,en,i-l,o<ll: The 



• 
sidewalk between hoot~hes has been ~lea~ed, but you ~an get an idea of how 
little was left afte~ the VC ~o~ket ba~~age. 

I hope that these will give you some usable pi~tu~es. I, t~ied to find ones 
that I thought might show upde~ently in bla~k and white, and to give you 
enough of ea~h type that you would have a de~ent sele~tion. I like them all, 
but I am p~eJudi~ed. Whateve~ you ~hoose, I ~an ~ome up with bette~ captions 
then these. Seve~al of them illust~ate pa~ticula~ incidents that a~e 
highlighted in the book (bats, vest, hootch bu~ning, ~ubbe~ vulne~ability, 

etc.) Even though seve~al seem to be ve~y alike, each is unique and 
illust~ates a pa~ticula~ point. It is unfo~tunate that we can't use colo~, 
especially on the "effects" shots whe~e the "Fall" season effect shows 
pa~ticula~ly well. 

I am sticking in my own "style sheet" that I use on the ~o~~ections. They a~e 
going well, and I should have them finished in good time. As I told you on 
the phone, I will be ~eady to w~ap up the index as soon as I ~eceive the page 
p~oofs so I can inse~t the final pagination. By the way, ~emind Ron that when 
he wo~king on the discount/cont~ibution fo~ the books sold to RANCH HAND, to 
~emembe~ that my wo~k is letting him avoid having to pay ext~a fo~ the 
manuscript to be keyed in, and he is not having to hi~e someone to do the 
final pagination on the index. A few bucks f~om those savings cont~ibuted to 

\ the memo~ial fund would ea~n P~aege~ a lot of good-will, help sales, and maybe 
even some ext~a publicity f~om the no~mal p~ess c.ove~age ou~ ~eunions att~act. 
I do want to be su~e that we have some kind of' p~e-~elease display fo~ this 
~eunion. It will be Octobe~ 10-13 in Fo~t Walton Beach, Flo~ida, with the 
dedication on the 13th at the memo~ial ai~ pa~k display at Hu~lbu~t Field. 

I will get this in the mail and get back to the toil of making co~~ections 
(su~e glad I don't have to do them on a typew~ite~). 

To the RANCH! 

Paul Cecil 



IP~AIEGIE~ 
PRAEGER SPECIAL STUDIES • PRAEGER SCIENTIFIC 
521 Fifth Avenue' New Yorl<, New Yorl< 10175 • (212) 599-8400' Telex: 62387 

August 13, 1985 

Dr. Paul F. Cecil 
103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Dear Dr. Cecil, 

Following our telephone conversation, this letter will simp~ reiterate 
what we discussed. 

You will find attached reductions (to exact page size) of all charts and 
maps I have raceived thus far. This will give you an idea of how they will 
look. As we discussed, map C (the declassified document) may not be visusl~ 
attractive, but I think the necessary information is visible, and the mean­
ing of the document comes through. For map A, it appears that the biJ:acked­
out areas were done by hand. Should the while specs within the black areas 
be eliminated, or in your judgment can they be printed all they appear right 
now? I think that all other maps are fine a8 they are in terms of quality 
of reproduction. 

As we agr •• d, all references to charts and maps in the text will simply use 
thell~ srb1trari~ assigned letters, assuring accurate identification. The 
placement in the manuscript will be taken care of at the stage of actual 
typesetting, and they will be placed at the first possible page follOWing 
the first reference. 

It is important that you and Ron Chambers make the final selecti.on of photo­
graphs by August 23 so that layout can be worked out. 

Concerning the charts (G, H, I), I think they work the way they are and 40 
not have to be redrawn. All that 111 necessary :Is lO straighten out the edges 
of the boxes, which we can do here in house. 

I look forwlltrd to receiving the manuscript soon. We are right on schedule, 
and I foresee no problems so far. I am told that Ron Chambers will be in the 
office on Friday, and I am sure he will be eager to .ee the slides you are 
preparing. 

Since ~, 

C~ol Stock 
Project ElUiI@lIY' 

CC: Ron Chambers 

Writer's Direct Line: (212) 599-

CBS Educational and Professional Publishing, a Division of CBS Inc. 



Location rsPtu8ntations spproKimate 

~'L: 

... 4 
.. I 

"\ 
' , 

,. 
iI-... • l ~ 

, 
I =-

~ 
\. 

DEFOLIATION MISSIONS 

Sout.h Vietnam 
January 1965 - February 1971 

Mission track ---



Location repreaantationa approK1mah 

CROP DESTRUCTION MISSIONS 
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Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

315th Air Commando Wing 

... 1.2.t.h .. A.ir .. c.o.m.m.a.n.d.O .. Sq.u.a.d.r.o.n..J~ 

r-~--~ 
Insecticide 

Unit 

Operational Chain of Command ~ Vietnam 1967 

The Deputy Commander for Air, MACV, also wore a second hat as 
commander of the 7th Air Force. In 1967 this was Lieutenant General 
William W. Momyer. 
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Paul F. Ce~il. Ph.D. 
Historian and Ar~hivist 

16 August 1985 

Carol Sto~k, ProJe~t Editor 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Carol = 

103 Tower Drive 
Round Ro~k, Texas 78664 

Ph. (512) 255-4692 

I re~eived your letter of the 13th. By now you should have re~eived the 
se~ond set of slides. I will correct all of the cross-references to the 
illustrations to use the letters you put on them (see map D, see chart I, see 
reproduction B, etc.). I have only two suggestions. You mention putting some 

\, of them on the first possible page following the first refll!rence; might it be 
possible to put them on the facing page and change the reference to "see map, 
opposite page" instead? (No big deal, Just a thought.) On the document (map 
e), I think it could retain its flavor and still show the important content if 
one of your people could darken the outlines and numbers of the crop 
destruction designated areas lust a little bit. It may be, however, that my 
zerox copy doesn't show as well as the real final page will. The ones that 
don't particularly stand out on my copy are areas 9, 10, 11 and 12 (10 and 11 
especially). I wouldn't think that this was violating any ethic, would you? 
Should the entire thing be boxed in? 

Overall, the maps look really great in reduced size and are not nearly as 
amateurish as I was afraid they might look. As to map A, those areas aren't 
really blacked out, but Just the result of so many adJacent and overlapping 
tracks in a particular area. I made these maps by starting with several times 
enlarged maps to plot the tracks on, then reduced them down a coupl.e of times 
to the 8 1/2 x 11 size I sent you. Some of that white in there is ,areu that 
were not spraYed, and some is my fault for misplotting. I guess what I am 
saying is that they are probably more accurate this way than if we colored 

,them in solid, 50 they h,ad better be left this way. On a,H, I charts, I was 
concerned about the box.dges and borders, so please feel free to do what is 
necessary to cJean them up. In fact relOet them entirely if you need to, to 
make them fit better (chart I could take up less room if,the top and bottom 
elements were moved in level with t,he side elements, etc.) or wish to use a 
different type size or style. 1 only ask that yQU keep the general format 
and, especially, the order and relationship. If you reset them, please send 
me a copy. 

Except for Mondays, I am usually home after about 2 CST (3 EST), so if Ron 
wants to discuss the slides it would be bett,er to call me at home so I will 
have my copies to refeY: to during any discussion. 

I am enclosing a separate page of suggested captions fi;)r thechartsandma.ps. 
Also included are the so(!rce references for them: The captions are 
suggestions, but the rel'eren~es are spllc:ifioally in the'lltyle tfoUC)w in the 



" 
• 

endnotes and I would appreciate discussion of any changes you feel necessary 
there. These references are in full form since they are separated from the 
endnotes where I have specified certain abbreviations. 

1 think that this is about all this time. 1 haven't fin~shed the letter to 
your brother yet, but 1 will get it off to him. By the way, please don't tell 
me who the copy editor was on my work (I hope it wasn't really you). 1 have 
become terribly disenchanted with her, to the point that 1 find myself looking 
for excuses not to make suggested changes, even when she is right, Just 
because I am so angry. As I said, don't tell me who it wasl and don't ever 
let her touch anything of mine ever again! (You will see my frustration when 
you get the marked-up copy back, although part of it is also from seeing the 
same repetitious corrections over and over again, and that isn't really her 
fault. When style is as divergent as this, a quick note to the author to find 
out the reason for his method might save a lot of time and effort on both 
sides. More importantly, it might keep changes that the author is agreeable 
to from being lost in clutter.) 

Now that 1 have mollified my ulcer and given vent to the spleen that was 
sending my blood pressure into.orbit, I will get this in the mail in the 
certainty that it has only a 50150 chance of surviving the postal department's 

\ efforts anyway. 

To the RANCH! 

PSI Horror of horrors, I discovered an error on map F. In the legend, the 
last line should read "III/IV areas boundary before 1~63." I can redo this 
here and send you a new map F if you wish. 



Carol: 

Here are suggested cutlines and attributions for the maps and charts, using 
your numbering system. The attributions should remain exactly as written, 
unless you see a typo. I have only one problem that Just occurred to me 
(Ooops!!!). The infilt,ration map is a reproduction of one in Berger's book. 
This is an Office of Air Force History product (the usual official history 
type thing). This map has also appeared in several other books put out by 
them. In this case, where I am literally redrawing a nearly exact duplicate 
of a specialized map, we probably need their permission to use it. Is this 
correct? I would hate to lose the use of this one, and there is no real way 
to draw it differently. <They labeled route numbers, etc., and I didn't, but 
that is only real difference.) Should you ask, or do I? What form is used? 
Do you think they will react fast enough to meet our deadlines, in any case? 
(Wish I had engaged my brain and thought of this earlier.) Let me know what 
you think (or Ron thinks). 

For map A. 

\ Reproduction of Department of Defense Systems Analysis plots of mission 
coordinates for defoliation missions in South Vietnam between January 1965 and 
February 1971. 

US Department of Defense, Assistance Secretary of Defense, System Analysis, 
A Systems Analysis View of the Vietnam Wir; 1965~197?, vol. 5, Th§ Air Wir, 
ed. Thomas C. Thayer (Washington, DC, 1975), 184-87. 

For map B. 

Reproduction of Department of Defense Systems Analysis plots of mission 
coordinates for crop destruction missions in South Vietnim between January 
1965 and February 1971. 

US Department of Defense, Assistance Secretary of Defense, System Analysis, 
A Systems Analysis View of the Vietnam War: 19&~-197?, vol. 5, The Air War, 
ed. Thomas C. Thayer (Washington, DC, 1975), 184-87. 

For map C. 

Photocopy of original Secret map showing 'the. 12 Viet ConD-occ~lpied al"eas 
I"ecommended fol" Cl"Op destl"uctionby Ameri.cial'l/ilmbu .. dor Henl"Y Cabot Lodge in a 
classified telegl"im·fromSaigol'l to theSt.tlte pallartment (Embassy Telegram 
1543, 1? February 1964). 

National Security File, Countries, Vietnam, Box ?,Vol. 4, Cables, item 
56e, Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library, Austin, Texas. 

For map D. 

South Vietnamese provinces and separate city administrative al"'ea.,1'l16r. 

For map E. 



North Vietnamese logistics and personnel infiltration r~utes into South 
Vietnam through Laos and Cambodia, 1968. 

Carl Berger, ed., The United States Air Force in Southeast Asia 
(Washington, DC, 1977), 113. 

For map F. 

Corps Tactical Zone boundaries, South Vietnam. 

For chart G. 

RANCH HAND Operational Chain .of Command in Vietnam, 1967. 

(We should delete the present title, but keep the footnote that accompanies 
the chart.) 

For chart H. 

\. Flowchart of combined United States/Vietnamese herbicide target approval and 
directing order system in 1967. 

For chart I. 

The maze of supply and support sources for the 12th A.ir CoMmando Squadron 
(RANCH HAND) in 1967. 



29 August 1985 

Ms. Teri Gitlet" 
Publ icat iorls Services 
615 W. Kirby Ave. 
Cha.mpa.ign, IL 6182~ 

Dear Ms. Gitlerl 

Enclosed please firld a floppy disk with some sample files for 
you to che.ck for com pat i bi li ty with your system, per our 
telephone convet'sation yesterday. Please call me as soorl as you 
decide which is easiest for you to work with. As 15001'1 as I know 
I wi 11 format the book and send it to Praeger, who wi 11 fc.rward 
it to you. I have enclosed a printout of the file I used for 
the examples in order for you to see what is supposedtc. be 
there. 

EXAMPLE. DOC and SK-FINAL.STY i1re the silmpletext and its style 
• sheet formated in Microsoft Word 2.0. If youdpn't howe this 

word processing progrilm the embedded codes'will only Col use 
problems 50 there is no sense in looking i1t them. 

EXAMPLEl is an output ASCI I file withcarriaQe returns on'lyat 
the end of paragraphs, i1nd no othet'formating. 

EXAMPLE2 is an output ASCII file which has carriilge returns, 
margin15, page breaks, and running heads, but no chil'*i1cter 
format i ng. 

EXAMPLE:?: is .,011'1 o~,tput ASCII file which in,addition to the 
characteristics of' I;XAMPLE2hs.s boldfaee .... nd. urid,erlining. 

";' 

I hope thatth1llls .• exo1l\mlilles. wi 11 meet) ,your , l"I!IIlII!d' ..... rod look 
forward ,to he;'l.ringfrorn you;'l.SIl!Ool'l ..... po •• j;.bl;.~" 

Sincerely, 



Paul F. Cecil, Ph.D. 
Historian and Archivist 

4 September 1985 

Ron Chambers, Editor-in-Chief 
Praeger 
521 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10175 

Dear Ron: 

103 Tower Drive 
Round Rock, Texas 78664 

Ph. (512) 255-4692 

Here are the suggested captions and the credit lines for the photos you listed 
in our telephone conversation today. I looked at the slide of the briefing 
and discovered that it was not the one I was thinking about. I do not know 
either of the briefers. I do have several other briefing slides that are very 

\ similar. If this creates a problem, I could send you one of the ones that I 
do have an identification on (perhaps after checking with the individual to 
clear its use?). 

1st set, #3, a UC-123. 
Caption: UC"'"123 RANCH HAND "Provider" over South Vietnam, 1967. 
Credit: Photo courtesy of MaJor John E. Brady, USAF(Ret.), RANCH HAND 

Collection, Texas A&M University Archives. 

1st set, #12, herbicide pump system. 
Caption: A RANCH HAND ground crewman operating the Orange herbicide 

servicing system. His unconcern over any danger is indicated by the lack of 
specialized protective clothing. 

Credit: Photo. courtesy of Lieutenant Colonel Arthur F. McConnell, Jr., 
USAF (·Ret. ), RANCH HAND Collection, Texas A&M University Archives. 

1st set, #14, herbiCide pit area. 
Caption: Herbicide servicing area at Bien Hoa, South Vietnam. The 55-

gallon drums scattered in the foreground are clearly marked with an orange 
stripe. The stains .on the ground are likely the res\llt of herbicide spills or 
leaks from the herbicide hydrant system. 

Credi t: Photo courtesy of Lieut&lnllnt Colonel Arthur F. McConnell, Jr., 
USAF (Ret. ), RANCH HAND Collection, TexasA&M Ul"IiversityAl"ch.iVes. 

1st set, #18, briefing. 
Caption: Morning aircrew target briefing,Sien Hoe AiY' Bese, Vietnam, 

August 1967. 
Credit: Photo courtesy of MaJor John E. Brady, USAFtRet.), RANCH HAND 

Collection, Texas A&M University Archives. 

1st set, #23, trails. 
Caption: Defoliated Jungle area clearlyex.po.e. trails and pathways to 

aerial view and attack. 
Cndi t: Photo courtesy of Lieuten4nt Colonel Arthur F., Mt:Col'mell, Jr., 

USAF(Ret.), RANCH HAND Collection,Texas A&M University Archives. 



2d set, #101, Smoky poster 
•• Caption: RANCH HAND adopted the US Forest Service po~ter as their own, with 
a slight modification in text. 

Credit: Photo courtesy of Major John E. Brady, USAF(Rat.), RANCH HAND 
Collection, Texas A&M University Archives. 

2d set, #104, formation 
Caption: The spray pilots took great pride in their precision formation, on 

target and at altitude. Clearly visible is the wing-boom on the camera 
aircraft. 

Credit: Photo courtesy of the author, RANCH HAND Collection, Texas A&M 
University Archives. 

2d set, #107, 2 ships on target. 
Caption: Defoliation run over rolling scrub brush,near Highway 21 leading 

to Ban Me Thout, west of Dalat, Vietnam, 1967. 
Credit: Photo courtesy of Lieutenant Colonel Charles J. Meadow, USAF(Ret.), 

RANCH HAND Collection, Texas A&M University Archives. 

2d set, #110, overhead shot of spray plane on target. 
\ Caption: A UC-123 spray plane getting "deep" into its work on a target in 

Vietnam~ The spray pattern from wing- and tail-booms is clearly visible, as 
are the dangerous bare treetrunks sticking up out of the heavy vegetation. 

Credit: Photo courtesy of Major Lloyd A. West, USAF, RANCH HAND Collection, 
Texas A&M University Archives. 

2d set, #114, valley crop spray 
Caption: An unusually large crop target in ;an inland valley in II Corps is 

attacked by a RANCH HAND three-ship ,flight 'in September 1967. 
Credit: Photo courtesy of the author, RANCH HAND Collection, Texas A&M 

University Archives. 

2d set, #115, spray effect • 
•• Caption: The contrast between defoliated and untouched cultivated fields is 
starkly obvious in this overhead view ofa downed transport. Note especially 
the overspray across the road where the herbicide possibly was not turned off 
quite soon enough by one or two of the aircraft. 

Credit: Photo courtesy of the author, RANCH HAND Collection, Texas A&M 
University Archives. 

2d set, #l1S, spray pattern 
•• Capt iOnl The effects of defoliants are clearly shown.by this, 1965 photo of 
the Rung Sat area betwaan Saig,on and the sea. The ru1.t ed;e of the spray 
pattern graphically demonstl"liltell, the precision with,whicl) ,the herbicide could 
be applied. ' 

Credit: Photo courtesy of Liel4tanant Colo,nelAl'thur F.'lVlcConnell, Jr., 
USAF (Ret. ), RANCH HAND Collection, Texa. ,fi\&M, uYiiVel"Sity Al"l!hives. 

2d set, #119, heavy burn 
Ciaption: The excellent visibility pl"Ovided in, this multiple-spl"ayed Jungle 

leaves 11 tt Ie concealment for the II'rlllmY'i'" The bomb' craters indicate ,that 
ail"powel" had all"eady taken advantage ofAAJIICH Ht:\iilD's .ffol"ts. 

Credit: Photo COUl"tel;y of Lieutenant Colonel. Arthur F. McConnell, Jr., 
USAF (Ret. ), RANCH HAND Collection, Te~ail. A&M University Archives. 




