
16 March 1998 

Dr. L. Wayne Dwcrnychuk 
Hatfield Consultants Ltd. 
Suite 201, 1571 Bellevue Avenue 
West Vancouver, BC, CANADA V7V 1A6 

Dear Dr. Dwernychuk: 

, Round Rock, Texas 78664-7541 
Home Phone 

Email 

My apologies for the delay in follow-up to my earlier email, but grading midterm examinations 
unfortunately takes precedence over everything, including sleep. This is the only part of college 
teaching that I dislike. 

I am including several zeroxes of photos we have in the archives in order to get an idea of what 
you are looking for. I have noted on the sheets what the scene is about. While some of our 
materials are 8X10 and smaller black and white or color photos, the majority of it is in color 
slides. Unfortunately we do not have access to the original negatives in most cases. We also 
have a limited amount of movie camera work. The copies 1 made are not as detailed as the 
originals. 

Several years ago a British film company doing a TV docwnentary on environmental problems 
used some of our materials. They selected some slides to be converted to film and also had 
negatives made from some of the photos. This seemed to result in the best definition. This might 
best suit your needs, although it is somewhat expensive. 

Your study overview notes that the Aloui Valley of Vietnam was used in the study. I am curious 
if this is the same location that we referred to as the A Loui valley, north of A Shau and Ta Bat in 
Thua Thien Province. If so, I flew several missions into this area. You mention studying the 
natives of the area. In 1965 these were mainly very secretive and hostile Katu tribesmen, who 
were totally committed to the Viet Cong. 

The overview also uses the term "Agent Orange." This, of course, is a media term which became 
popular in the 1980s during the lawsuits against the chemical companies which made the 
herbicides used in Southeast Asia. It is a pejorative term which tends to raise hackles on both 
sides of the issue. The more accurate use of "orange" herbicide to describe the defoliant mixture 
of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T would be more scholarly accurate. (Please refer to my book concerning the 
common names used to identify the various herbicides and pesticides used in Vietnam.) For 
accUiacy, I hope that your study will differentiate between the various orange herbicides used 
during different periods, since the amount of dioxin contamination varied widely. Note also that 
many of the missions into the A Loui area were "crop" missions (using a cacodylic acid mixture), 
rather than defoliation missions. 

In the overview I found no referenc•e to the health study findings of the USAF Armstrong 
Laboratory examination of exposed personnel. This 25-year long study, under review by 
independent specialists, continues to provide significant information as to the health, mortality 
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rates, and genetic involvement of exposed personnel in comparison to a carefully matched cohort. 
The use of serum studies to specifically pinpoint the total extent of dioxin contamination provides 
a capability of comparing dioxin levels to various health and mortality effects. I would suggest 
that these results would be especially important in comparison to the program and expense 
relating to the effects of exposure in British Columbia. For these reports contact: 

The Air Force Epidemiologic Investigation of Health Effects in Air Force Personnel Following 
Exposure to Herbicides 

Armstrong Laboratory (AFMC) 
Aerospace Medicine Directorate 
Epidemiologic Division 
2606 Doolittle Road, Bldg 807 
Brooks AFB, TX 78235-5250 

Whether the Health study results support or contradict concurrent studies in Vietnam, obviously 
both need to be given consideration in a scientific study such as yours. I will be happy to provide 
any assistance I can. I will be available at the letterhead address until Mid-May, when I 
anticipate traveling on vacation in the Northwest US and Canada until the end of June. I can 
again be contacted in Round Rock after l July. 

Respectfully yours, 
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