State of New Hexicn

House of Representatives

Santa e
RICHARD T. KNOWLES _ : , COMMITTEES:
R-Chaves, DeBaca & Lincoln-District 57 ) Appropriations & Finance
Energy & Natural Resources
Box 285 Printing & Supplies
Roswell, New Mexico 88201 Rules & Order of Business
Office Telephone: INTERIM COMMITTEES:
Home Telephone: Legislative Finance

Legislative Council
Southwest Energy Council

9 QOctober 1990

Lt Gen H.W.0. Kinnard (Ret)

Dear General Kinnard:

First, I want to apologize for the long delay in this response to
your letter of 22 August. We have been on the road traveling ever since
we left Fort Benning, to include a Special Session in Santa Fe and an
exciting trip to Alaska. Active duty was never this hectic, but we are
having fun.

Betty and I enjoyed our visit at the reunion, but it was far too
short. It was a pleasure to introduce you, and I want you to know that.
the comments came from the heart. As soon as I can I will have my notes
typed and will send you a copy.

With regard to your talk, I thought it was superb. A1l the members
of the original 11th Air Assault gang hung on every word (and I appreciated
getting a copy). The non-airmobile types were definitely interested, and
it went over very well. My only suggestions would be to include a Tlittle
more of your natural humor as appropriate and more stories about the men
and officers who made the First Team in Vietnam great. This, of course,
presents a time problem because you do not want it to be too lengthy. I
would not, however, change it very much for a service college presentation.

With regard to the magnificent bastards of Ia Drang fame, I can only
say that initially I had the same concerns as you expressed. Here are some
of my thoughts on the subject.

First of all, the reunion within a reunion was initiated solely by the
enlisted personnel of the 7th Cav. Hal Moore. and, yes, you and I have
gotten caught up in their enthusiasm to relive the most dramatic (or trau-
matic) experience of their 1lives.
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Since their first formal reunion within our First Team reunion
(and I have attended them all), their enthusiastic celebration has grown
tremendously. I do think that given enough time things will taper off,
but not soon enough for the overall good of the 1st Cav.

I cannot think of any quick or easy solution without hurting some
feelings very deeply. 1 do believe that you and I, working with Bob Litle
and the officers of the organization, can make some changes.

One way may be to adopt a theme for each reunion such as the 1st Cav
in the Korean War and to dramatize the events with presentations of some
of the great actions that took place in that period. Perhaps we should
start with the veterans of World War II and capture the best of their
experiences on tape. In short, a well organized effort to dramatize and
record the numerous historic experiences of the 1st Cav from day one could
give all our veterans a chance to tell their story and at the same time
bring the X-Ray saga into proper perspective without hurting feelings.

These are rather hasty thoughts, but working in a positive vein
we could accomplish the desired results. If you like I would be glad to
discuss this further with you and Bob Litle and would be willing to travel
to Fort Hood to accomplish this objective. Please let me know.

Most sincerely,





