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feared their release would have an unfavorable im­
pact on public opinion." (CIA Report FIR/09155. 

The Deputy Director for Op~rations at the CIA 
supplied the following intelligence reports on 
Americans who were not released and were report­
edly seen alive by informants and defecting ref­
ugees. 

MAY, 1976 "In the first half of 1976 (source) a 
South Vietnamese girl ... said that on several occa­
sions NVA officers ... said that American prisoners 

~-Thi--s-in-io_r_m_a_ti_o_n_s_e_rvi_c_e_is_d_e __ -----..were still being held in North The Vietnam War ended on 
January 27, 1973, and by 
March 28, 1973, Vietnam had 
released 591 American 

Vietnam. They also told her 
signed to help George Bush ap- that since these prisoners 
pointees understand that there were all sick or badly injured, 

POWs. Vietnam said, "We let 
all the POWs go in 1973." 
President Nixon said, "All the 
POWs are now home." But, 
these stated assurances are 
not supported by the evidence. 

are unresolved problems oi the Democratic Republic of 
Americans who were captured Vietnam (ORV) authorities 

were afraid of a possible unfa-
alive (POWs) but not released. vorable impact on public opin-

VIETNAM 

DECEMBER, 1975 "As of December, 1975, 
some Americans were being held as Prisoners of 
War in North Vietnam. These Americans are to be 
used for bargaining purposes by the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam (ORV) in any future negoti­
ations with the U.S .... " (CIA Report DB/01745). 

JANUARY, 1976 "The instructor ... at a reeduca­
tion course held ... in Saigon, told (source) and the 
(other sources) attending that a number of Ameri­
cans were being held in Hanoi pending the settle­
meni of an agreement with the U.S. on American 
reconstruction aid to Vietnam .. The Instructor said 
that the Vietnamese were no' stupid and would 
hold these Americans until thf;l three (3) billion dol­
lars promised aid was received." (CIA Report 
FIR/09153). 

MAY, 1976 "In May, 1976, a North Vietnamese 
cadre who had been sent to Saigon told a South 
Vietnamese contact that he ~as seen many Ameri­
can prisoners in Hanoi who were suffering from war 
wounds or mental disorders. In the first half of 
1976, North Vietnamese offiaers told (sources) that 
seriously ill American prisoners were still being 
held in North Vietnam becau$e the communists 

ion should they be released." 
(CIA Report FIR/09155). 

MARCH & JUNE 1976 "In March, 1974, a group 
of People's Army of Vietnam officer trainees at a 
camp in Northern Vietnam, while walking, accident­
ly came near a prison camp where close to ten 
Caucasian prisoners were observed. The trainee 
group got a brief look before prison guards warmed 
them away. A month later, a man who said he was 
a prison guard at this camp stated that he guarded 
American prisoners ... The Caucasians observed in 
the camp were tall, had crewcut hair and wore pris­
on type pajamas with dark blue stripes." The 
(source) drew a map of the camp. (CIA Report 
[unnumbered 266]). 

AUGUST, 1976 "On 11 August, 1976, 200 for­
mer officials of the government of (South) Vietnam 
(GVN) were sent to Nam Ha reeducation Camp A 
in Ha Nam Ninh Province, Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam (SVN). Shortly before their arrival, a group 
of U.S. pilots were allegedly imprisoned in a small 
house near Nam Ninh Camp A" (CIA Report 
[unnumbered 175]). 

JUNE, 1976 "In mid-1976 (source) said that early 
in that year they had seen about 230 U.S. POWs 
who were being held at Bat Bat." (CIA Report 
FIR/09169). 

JANUARY, 1977 (Source is a bug in a friendly 
foreign Embassy). An SRV official told (source) 
that, "There were American Prisoners of War 
(POWs) still in Vietnam and that these POWs 



posed a problem to opening of diplomatic relations 
between the SRV and the United States (U.S)." 
(CIA Report FIR/09160). 

FEBRUARY, 1977 "In a private conversation 
(source) February, 1977 ... commented on the visit 
of a U.S. delegation to Hanoi in midMarch, 1977 ... 
In response to a statement that the SRV no longer 
has any Americans still under detention, (source) 
said that there are American Prisoners of War 
(POWs), some of whom are members of wealthy 
families, still in the SRV and they would not be re­
leased until U.S. financial aid for the SRV was 
forthcoming." (CIA Report FIR/09157). 

OCTOBER, 1978 "While in custody (source) 
could see through a partly open flap into a neigh­
boring tent in which were three Caucasians. One of 
the Caucasians tried to pass a message by putting 
his foot out of the tent and writing with a toe in the 
sand but stopped when the guard noticed his ac­
tions." (CIA Report FIR/09170). 

APRIL, 1980 "According to a young male Viet­
namese ... he saw two Caucasian prisoners at a 
reeducation camp in April, 1980 ... Both appeared 
to be under 40 years old. One had blond hair, was 
slightly over six feet ... Shortly after the sighting, 
the refugee asked a detainee (source) about the 
identity of the Caucasian. (Source) acknowledged 
only that they were Americans." (CIA Report 
(unnumbered 237]). 

NOVEMBER, 1980 "At various times between 16 
December, 1978, and 13 November, 1980, a Cau­
casian, apparently American male, was seen at the 
B-5 political prisoner camp in Bien Hoa Province, 
SRV. The individual (source) was usually seen in 
the company of a Japanese male prisoner. Both 
prisoners were kept in Cell 7 at the camp and were 
later moved to Cell 11. The Caucasian was named 
(blanked out) because he was frequently called out 
by that name by the guards at the camp. He ap­
peared to be mentally deranged. The Japanese 
prisoner, who was about 40 years of age, had 
been detained at the camp since 1975." (CIA Re­
port [unnumbered 66)). 

JULY, 1981 "In late 1980 or early 1981, two Cau­
casians were brought by jeep to zone (No. 5) of the 
Cam Thuy Detention Center near Cam Thuy Vil­
lage, Thanh Hoa Province SRV. The two were still 
held at the camp as of early July, 1981. Both Cau­
casians were between 1. 70 and 1.80 meters tall 
and were big and bony, with curly blond hair and 
blue eyes. According to former ARVN officers held 

in the house, the Caucasians were U.S. advisors 
who had worked with the ARVN." (CIA Report 
[unnumbered 198]). 

MARCH, 1982 "In early March, 1982, a cargo 
truck driver ... was hired to transport goods and 
was sent from Hai Phong to Reeducation Camp 
90/ATD63 in Cam Tuy, Thanh Hoa Province. He 
arrived at the camp at night and was told to stay in 
the driver's cabin while people were loaded into the 
rear of the truck. The truck was covered and re­
mained covered during the trip to the Dong Vai Re­
education Camp at night and was again instructed 
to remain in the truck cabin. When the people were 
taken from the truck, the driver said that they were 
handcuffed in pairs. There were three or four doz­
en of these prisoners, most were taller than the 
guards." (CIA Report [unnumbered 183]). 

LAOS 

APRIL, 1982 "In April, 1982, a (source) saw a to­
tal of six alleged Prisoners of War (POWs) at a 
detention camp in a small valley of Thao La Hem­
let, Boua Phan Province, in Northern Laos (grid 
coordinates 20 degrees north latitude, 104 degrees 
east meridian). On 26 April, (source) saw four tall 
Caucasians who were said to be U.S. POWs being 
escorted by two small Asian guards from the pris­
oners' house of detention to the camp office. On 
27 April, the same (source) saw two Blacks who 
were also said to be U.S. POWs carrying bamboo 
baskets on their backs being escorted up a hill by a 
guard to carry out their labor duties. (Source asked 
another source if) the men they had seen were 
U.S. POWs. He said the camp held about 50 such 
POWs who had recently been transferred to the 
camp from an unknown location." (CIA Report 
(unnumbered]). 

JUNE, 1982 "In June, 1982, two separate and 
unrelated groups of Hmong hill tribes people who 
journeyed past the Cua Rang area in Nghe Tenh 
Province SRV, described sighting a prison area 
which contained an undetermined number of Cau­
casian prisoners. The tribes people related that the 
same camp had been used as a Prisoner of War 
camp in 1969 when they passed through the area 
and observed at different times eight, six and two 
Caucasians respectively." (CIA Report [unnum­
bered 168)). 

FEBRUARY, 1983 "On 24 February, 1983, two 
Caucasians and six People's Army of Vietnam 



(PADR) soldiers (blanked out) .... One of the Cau­
casians was giving a speech in Lao praising the 
(blanked out). On 25 February, 1983, (source said) 
that there were four U.S. POWs being held at the 
Madeng Prison in the LPDR (blanked out). The 
prison was divided into two sections. One part of 
the prison was used to confine former Royal Lao 
Government (RLG) officials and Royal Lao Army 
(RLA) officers. The other part of the facility was for 
the four U.S. POWs. One of the Americans was ill." 
(CIA Report [unnumbered 19]). 

CAMBODIA 

SEPTEMBER, 1981 "In or about fall of 1981, 
(source) received reports of U.S. Prisoners of War 
(POWs) ... (source) gathered information which led 
him to conclude positively that 200POWs primarily 
U.S. POWs were being held in a highly secure 
area near Mo Vet, Svay Rieng Province, Kampu­
chea." (CIA Report [unnumbered 2]). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * 

These 18 reports that track U.S. POWs are but a 
few examples of the firsthand and hearsay evi­
dence in DIA's files on sightings of live Americans 
in S. E. Asia. This information is put forth to show 
that valid, refugee reports were collected by the 
CIA during a period of time when political spokes­
men were "claiming" that there was no evidence of 
U.S. POWs still being held against their will in S.E. 
Asia. These reports were given to the following list 
of people: 

• Frank A. Sieverts, Deputy Coordinator for 
POW/MIA 

• Commander Bruce L. Heller, Chief 
POW/MIA Branch, State Department 

• Roger E. Shields, Deputy Assistant Secre­
tary of Defense, DIA 

• Rear Admiral Allan G. Paulson, Vice Direc­
tor, Collections, /SA 

• Lieutenant Colonel John Fer, Principal Advi­
sor, POW/MIA, /SA 

• Dessix Anderson, Director Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, State Department. 

• Stephen R. Lyne, Director, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, State Department. 

• Charles Trowbridge, Chief, POW/MIA, DIA 

• Captain Raymond Vohden, Principal Advi­
sor, POW/MIA, /SA 

• James D. Rosenthal, Director, State Depart­
ment, VLC Desk Officer 

• Rear Admiral Jerry D. Tuttle, Assistant Di­
rector, Intelligence, DIA 

William W. Wells and John N. McMahon, 
Deputy Directors for Operations, CIA, provided 
these reports to the above-named individuals. 

In AUGUST, 1981, retiring DIA Director General 
Eugene Tighe prepared a summary of reports DIA 
had received from January, 197 5, through August, 
1981. DIA had received 351 eyewitness, firsthand 
live sighting reports and 853 hearsay reports from 
second and thirdhand sources. 

In AUGUST, 1992, DIA Director General James 
Clapper and his Chief of the POW/MIA Branch, 
Robert Sheetz, submitted the following statistics to 
the Senate Select Committee on POW/MIAs: 

From January, 1975, through August. 1992, DIA 
received over 1600 eyewitness, firsthand live sight­
ing reports and over 2590 hearsay reports from se­
cond and thirdhand sources, all that tell of live 
Americans who were seen alive in S. E. Asia. 

DATE 

August, 1992 

August, 1981 

Last 11 Years 

EYEWITNESS HEARSAY 

1,600 2,590 

351 853 

+1,249 +1,737 

TOTAL 

4,190 

1,204 

+2,986 

This information belongs on the President's 
desk. Who among you will bring this data to his 
attention? 




